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PREFACE^ 



DURING the excursion, which produced this 
small volume, I began, with an intention of sketch- 
ing a series, of short articles, in some degree popu- 
lar and general, in their character, and still of such 
a cast, as would admit of their being thrown occa- 
sionailly, into the American Journal of Science. 

Before the close of the journey, these remarks, 
although written hastily, in public houses, and in 
steam-^boats, became too extensive fof the object 
first intended. For reasons, with which it is, per^- 
baps, unnecessary to trouble the reader, it has since 
been thought advisable to print them, after due re- 
vision, in the form in which they now appear. 

The geological notices, are, with few exceptions,* 
placed under distinct heads, and may, without in- 
' convenience, be omitted, by those to whom they 
are i^ninteresting. - But, the geological features of a 
country being permanent — being intimately con* 
nected with its scenery, with its leading interests, 
and even with the very character of its population, 
have a fair claim, to delineation, in the observa- 
tions of a traveller ; and this course, however un- 
usual with us, is now common in Europe. I regret, 
that my limited t^'me did not admit of more extend- 
ed and complete observations of this nature, and I 
cannot flatter myself that they are always free from 
error. 

The historical remarks and citations have been 
the more extended, from an impression, that less 
has been said by travellers in America, than might 
have been expected, of scenes and events, which, 
to Americans, I conceive, must ever be su\ijee\^ 
of the deepest interest 
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The friend, in whose company this tour was 
made, having been in the habit, when traveUing, of 
taking hasty outlines of interesting portions of scene- 
ryy and of finishing them after his return, did, in this 
instance, the same ; and, altiiough when execu- 
ted, they were not intended for publication, the 
drawings, which illustrate sonle of the scenes in 
this work, were, at my request, furnished by him. 

The engraver, Mr. S. S. Jocelyn, of New-Haven, 
a young man of twenty, almost entirely self-taught^ 
evinces talents, deserving of encouragement, and 
whit;h have been highly spoken of, by the first his- 
torical painter in this country. 

This little accidental work does not assume the 
dignity of a book of travels ; it contains no adven- 
ture, and claims to be merely a series of remarks, 
and of statements of facts, respecting some portions 
of this country, and of a neighbouring province. 

BENJAMIN SILLIMAN. 

Yale College, August llrA, 1820. 



BRKATA. 



A few errata, which (althoogh in an unimportant manner,) af 
feet the sense, and a few errors in orthography, had been note^ 
hut, the memorandum containing them, having been mislaid, at 
loo advanced a stage of the printing, to allow time for a re|)erin|l 
of the book, these things must necessarily go uncorrected. j 

The only error of fact, which I have discovered, is, that we H^j 
lived at Burlington, on our return, at ermin^, instead of marnifff^ 
il is, however, ofntt momtnt. 
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Remarks tnade^ on a thart ioufy between Hartford and 
Quetfec, in the autumn of IS 19> 

Relaxation and hetltb, and the gratification 
of a reasonable curiosity, were our immediate mo- 
tires, for undertaking this journey. Quebec, was 
our ultimate destination, but, we were not disposed 
to neglect interesting intervening objects, and as wc 
were unincumbered by business, and traveIKU by 
ourselves, we were masters in a good degree, of 
our own movements. 

On the twenty-first day of September, we left 
Hartford for Albany. A blustering equinoctial, had 
been howling for two days, but without rain, and, 
as a severe drought had long prevailed, clouds of 
dust rose, in incessant eddies, and, driving before a 
violent wind, filled the atmosphere, and enveloped 
every object. We were not however prevented by 
the storm of sand and dust from setting out, nor, by 
the rain which soon followed, from proceeding. 
The fine turnpike upon which we commenced our 
journey was, but a few years since, a most tu^^ge^d 
^^oomfortable road ; now we passed \l vj'wiv ^^^ 

2 
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and rapidity, scarcely perceiving its beautiful undu- 
lations, which, gradually rising, as we receded from 
the Connecticut river, brought us, within little more 
tlian an hour, to the foot of Talcot mountain. 

MONTE VIDEO. 

After constantly ascending, for neariy three miles, 
we reached the highest ridge of the mountain, from 
which a steep declivity of a few rods, brought us to 
a small rude plain, terminated at a short distance, 
by the western brow, down whicli the same fine 
turnpike road is continued. From this plain, the 
traveller who wishes to visit a spot called Monte 
Video, remarkable for the extraordinary beauty of 
its natural scenery, will turn directly to the north, in- 
to an obscure road, cut through the woods, by the 
proprietor of the place to which it conducts. The 
road is rough, and the view bounded on the east, by 
the ridge, which, in many places, rises in perpen- 
dicular cliffs, to more than one hundred feet above 
the general surface of the summit of the mountain. 
On the west, you are so shut in by trees, that it is 
only occasionally, and for a moment, that you per- 
ceive there is a'Valley immediately below you. 

At the end 'of a; mile and an half, the road ter- 
minates at a tenant's house, built in the Gothic style, 
and through a gate of the same description, you en- 
ter the cultivated part of this very singular country 
residence. 
Here the scene is immediatftVy c\\^3CL^<a^. Tl«i 
trees BO longer intercept youi V\^\<i w^ow^^X^Sx^ 
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rtnd 70U look almost perpendicularly, into a valley 
of extreme beauty, and great extent, in the hip^hcst 
state of cultivation, and which although apparently 
within reach, is six hundred and forty feet below you. 
At the right, the ridge, which has, until now, boon 
your boundary, and seemed an impassable hnrrirr, 
suddenly breaks off, and disappears, but rises nc^iiin 
at the distance of half a mile, in bold grey niiissc:*, 
to the height of one hundred and twenty feel, 
crowned by forest trees, above which appears a tow- 
er, of the same colour as the rocks. 

The space or hollow, caused by the abscn(*e of 
the ridge, or what may very properly be called the 
back bone of the mountain, is occupied by a deep 
lake, of the purest water, nearly half a mile in length, 
and somewhat less than half that width. Directly 
before you, to the north, from the cottage or tenant's 
house and extending half a mile, is a scene of culti- 
vation, uninclosed, and interspersed with trees, in 
the centre of which, stands the house. The ground 
is gently undulating, bounded on the west by the 
precipice which overlooks the Farmington valley, 
arid inclining gently to the east, where it is termina- 
ted by the fine margin of trees, that skirt the lake. 
After entering the gate, a broad foot-path, leaving 
the carriage road, passes off to the left, and is carri- 
ed along the western brow of the mountain, until 
passing the house, and reaching the northern ex- 
tremity of this little domain, it conducts you, ^ilmost 
Jmpercepdbljr, round to the foot oi t\ve c\\S&, ot\ 
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which the Tower stands. It then gradually jmaa- 
es down to the north extremity of the lake, where 
it unites with other paths, at a white picturesque 
building, overshadowed with trees, standing on the 
edge of the water, commanding a view of the whole 
of it, and open on every side, during the warm 
weather, forming at that season, a delightful sum* 
mer house, and in the winter, being closed, it 
serves as a shelter for the boat. ^ There is also an- 
other path which beginning at the gate, but leading 
in a contrary direction, and passing to the right, con- 
ducts you up the ridge, to what is now the summit 
of the south rock, whose top having fallen off, lies 
$cattered In huge fragments, and massy ruins, around 
and below you. 

From this place you have a view of the lake, of 
the boat at anchor on its surface, gay with its stream- 
ers, and snowy awning : of the white building at the 
north extremity of the water, and, (rising immedi- 
ately above it,) of forest trees, and bold rocks, in- 
termingled with each other, and surmounted by the 
Tower. 

To the west, the lawn risies gradually from the wa- 
ter, until it reaches the portico of the house, near 
the brow of the mountain, beyond which, the west* 
em valley is again seen. 

To the east and north, the eye wanders over the 

great valley of Connecticut river, to an almost 

boundless distance, until the scene fades away, 

among the blue and indis^ei iaQ!iiiitBaD& fA'KU&^Ar 
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The carriage road, leaving the two foot-paths, 
(just described,) at the gate, passes the cottage and its 
appendages, inclining at first down towards the wa- 
ter, and then following the undulations of the ground, 
where the ascent is the easiest, winds gently up tQ 
the flat on which the house stands. Along this road 
the house, the tower, the lake, &c. occasionally ap- 
pear and disappear, through the openings in the 
trees; in some parts of it, aU these objects are shut 
from your view, and in no part is the distant view 
seen, until passing through the last group of shrub- 
bery near the house, you suddenly find yourself 
within a few yards of the brow of the mountain, and 
the valley with all its distinct minuteness, immedi- 
ately below, where every object is as perfectly visi- 
ble, as if placed upon a map. Through the whole of 
this lovely scene, which appears a perfect garden, 
the Farmington river pursues its course, sometimes 
sparkling through imbowering trees, then stretching 
in a direct line, bordered with shrubbery, blue, and 
still, like a clear canal, or bending in graceful sweeps, 
round white farm houses, or through meadows of 
the deepest green. 

The view from the house towards the east, pre- 
sents nothing but the lake at the foot of the lawn, 
bounded on the north and south by lofty cliffs, and 
on the opposite shore, by a lower barrier of rocks, 
intermixed with forest trees, from amongst which, a 
road is seen to issue, passing to the south along the 
brink of the water, and although perfectly safe, ap- 

2* 
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pears to form, fiom that quarter, a daiigeroua ei 
trance to this retired spot. 

Every thing in this view, is calculated to make 
impression of llie most entire seclusion ; for. In 
yond the water, and the open ground in the immt 
diate neighbourhood of the house, rocks and forea 
aloue meet the eye, and appear to separate you froi 
all the rest of the world. But at the same momei 
Ihat you are contemplating this picture of the dee] 
est solitude, you may without leaving your plao 
merely by changing your position, see through oi 
of the long Gothic windows of the same rooil 
which reach to a level with the turf, tbe glowiii 
western valley, one vast sheet of cultivation, filU 
with inhabitants, and so near, tliat with the aid only 
• common spy-glass, you distinguish tbe motions 
every individual who is abroad in the neighbourii 
village, even to the frolicks of the children, and ll 
active industry of the domestic fowls, seeking the; 
food, or watching over, and providing for tbei 
young. And from the same window, when tin 
morning mist, shrouding the world below an 
frequently hiding it completely from view, stt 
leaves the summit of the mountain in clear sun 
shine, you may hear through tlie denae mediun 
&e mingled sounds, occasioned by preparation fa 
llie rural occupations of tbe day. 

From tiie boat or summer house, several path 
lUverge ; one of which, leading to the nortiieasi 
r passing through a narrow delile, is divided 
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two branches ; the first passes round the lake, and 
generally out of sight of it, for a quarter of a mile, 
until descending a very steep bank, through a grove 
of evergreens, so dark as to be almost impervious to 
the rays of the sun, even at noon day, it brings you 
suddenly and unexpectedly, out, upon the east- 
ern margin of the water, into the same road 
which was seen from the opposite side, and from 
thence along it, to the cottage, beyond the foot 
of the south rock. The other branch of the path, 
after leaving the defile, passes to the east side of the 
northern ridge, and thence you ascend through the 
woods, to its summit, where it terminates at the 
Tower, standing within a few rods of the edge of the 
precipice. The tower is a hexagon, of sixteen feet 
diameter, and fifty five feet high ; the ascent, of about 
eighty steps, on the inside, is easy, and from the 
top which is nine hundred and sixty feet above the 
level of Connecticut river, you have at one view, all 
those objects which have Ueen seen separately from 
the diflTerent stations below. The diameter of the 
view in two directions, is more than ninety miles, 
extending into the neighbouring states of Massachu- 
setts and New-York, and comprising the spires of 
more than thirty of the nearest towns and villages. 
The little spot of cultivation surrounding the house, 
and the lake at your feet, with its picturesque ap- 
pendages of boat, winding paths, and Gothic build- 
ings, shut in by rocks and forests, compose the fore- 
eround of this grand Panorama. 
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On the western side, the Farmington valley ap- 
pears, in still greater beauty than even from the low- 
er brow, and is seen to a greater extent, presenting 
many objects which were not visible from any other 
quarter. On the east, is spread before you, the 
great plain through which the Connecticut river 
winds its course, and upon the borders of which the 
towns and villages are traced for more than forty 
miles. The most considerable place within sight, 
is Hartford, where, although at the distance of eight 
miles in a direct line, you see, with the aid of a 
glass, the carriages passing at the intersection of the 
streets, and distinctly trace the motion and position 
of the vessels, as they appear, and vanish, upon the 
river, whose broad sweeps are seen like a succession 
of lakes, extending through the valley. The whole 
of this magnificent picture, including in its vast ex- 
tent, cultivated plains and rugged mountains, rivers, 
towns, and villages, is encircled by a distant outline 
of blue mountains, rising in shapes of endless van* 
cty. 

The annexed prints, Nos. 1 and 2, will give some 
ocular illustrations of the scenery on the top of the 
mountain. They exhibit different views of the 
lake, the cultivated lawn, the buildings, the sur- 
rounding forest, and rocky pinnacles and tower; 
but still, it must be remembered, that they give only 
some parts of the scene on the top of the mountain, 
without conveying any adequate idea, of the altitude 
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of the place, and scarcely a glimpse of the remote 
scenery. Indeed, tbe full iUustration of th^ beauties 
of this mountain, would require a port folio of views, 
and would form a fine subject for the pencil of a 
master. 

As the beauty and grandeur of^ this place depend 
principally upon certain general facts relative to the 
geological structure and consequent scenery of the 
middle region of Connecticut, it may not be amiss 
to sketch in a very general way what I believe hag 
been nowhere sketched at all. 



Scenery and Qeohgy of the Middle Region of Con- 
necticut, 

Among the objects which most powerfully arrest 
the attention of a traveller, natural scenery gene- 
rally occupies a distinguished place. No person, 
however heedless in observation, or torpid in feel- 
ing, can fail to experience some degree of interest 
in the features drawn upon the face of the earth by 
the hand of the Almighty, or to preserve some 
recollections of them. Even those whose views 
rise not above their immediate occupations, and 
who contemplate the earth only as a place on which 
they may live and act, and as a reservoir from which 
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emolument may flow, are still attentive to deep 
sands and rocky defiles, to dangerous bogs and 
marshes, and to mountain chains, when they defeat 
or enhance the toils of cultivation, or oppose for- 
midable obstacles to travelling. National character 
often receives its peculiar cast from natural scenery. 
The hardy mountaineer, at least in the early stages 
of society, instinctively despises and easily subdues 
the soft inhabitant of rich alluvial plains ; and the 
pecuh'ar characteristics of the Scotch Highlander, 
of the Bedouin Arab, and of the Hindu, are derived 
as much from the mountains, the sandy deserts, and 
the luxuriant vallies and plains, which they res- 
pectively inhabit, as from other causes. Natural 
scenery therefore is always worthy of observation, 
and it will be a never-failing source of delight to 
those, who, though perhaps not themselves painters 
or poets, participate in any degree in their faculties: 
and perceptions ; and find in mountains, plains, and 
vallies — in streams, lakes, and woods — in cataracts 
and caverns — in cultivated regions, and in untamed 
solitudes — in narrow defiles, and in the boundless 
horizon, ever varying sources of pleasure, and inex- 
haustible topics of admiration and praise. 

Neither should it be forgotten, that the peculiar 
features of every landscape are not fortuitous. The 
nature of the rocks, which, more or. less prominent 
or buried at a greater or less depth, form the firm 
substratum of every country, determines also the 
^^neaments of the surface ; and although the Arab of 
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the desert, while he looks over his boundless ocean 
of sandy and the Norwegian, while he climbs his 
soowy mountains, is unconscious of this truth, it is 
still an acquisition to every intelligent mind. 

Thus, natural scenery is intimately connected 
with taste, moral feeling, utility, an instruction. 

In no country perhaps, is it more varied than in 
North America, and it constantly bears a close rela- 
tion to the geological structure of the different re- 
gions. Even in so limited a country as Connecti- 
cut, there are features so widely different, as hardly 
to escape the observation of the most negligent trav- 
elled. The greater part of this state being compos- 
ed of primitive .formations, exhibits the usual aspect 
of such countries, and is, with few exceptions, (and 
those relating principally to the alluvion of rivers 
and of the sea shore,) billy or mountainous. 

In most parts of Connecticut, the traveller pas^s 
a succession of hills and hollows, bounded by large 
curves, sometimes sinking deep and rising high, so 
as to create great inequality of surface — ascents and 
descents frequently arduous ; but rarely, except at 
6ssures and chasms, exhibiting high naked preci- 
pices of rock. 

But, the hills and mountains are not all similar in 
iheir outline, and, in one region in particular, the 
physiognomy of the country is very peculiar. 

At New-Haven, commences the region of se- 
condary trap or greenstone, referred to above. It 
completely intersects the state, and the state of 
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Massacbusetts, like a belt, and even passes lo li 
confines of the sutes of Vermont and New-Hani| 
I sbire. 

I Through the whole extent of this district, a 
great vallej- among the ridges, the Connecticut riv« 
flows, except below Middietown, near which t 
river passes through a barrier of primitive countrj 
which continues uninterruptedly to the ocean, 
distance of twenly-five or thirty miles. 

In the mean time, the trap region passes off'at 

direction soudi-westerly, and obliquely, with respei 

10 die Connecticut river, and to the sea coast : it 

tersects parts of Durham, Guilford, and Branford, i 

, imites again with the primitive in East-Haven, on th 

easiein side of New-Haven harbour. There, 
I the ligbt-house, granite ledges are found conliguoi 
I to, although not, (as yet,) in absolute contact with tl 
I trap. 

The other boundaries of this region of seeoiu 
J ary trap or greenitone, (as it is more frequei 
I called,) may be thus stated, witli sufficient accurat^ 
The primitive forms the western termination i 
New-Haven harbour, and proceeding northerlj 
through parts of tlie towns of Woodbridge, ChesI 
■ jre, Wotcott, Bristol, Burlington, Canton, and Grai 
\ by, rrOEses into Massapbuseits by South-Hamptoi 
I Northampton, Hatfield, DeerGeld, Greenfield, 
EBcrnardston, and terminates very nearly at the Ve 
liBont line. Returning, on the eastern side, tbli 
1 is bounded by parts of Nortbfield, Montagif 



TOUR BETWEEN HARTFORD AND Q,UEBEC. 21 

Leveret, Pelham, Belchertown, Granby, Sec. and 
passing into Connecticut at Somers — it is bounded 
by parts of Ellington, Vernon, Bolton, Glastenbury, 
and Chatham : at this latter place it again strikes 
the Connecticut river a little below Middletown, 
where this sketch commenced.* 

This region is more than one hundred miles long, 
and varies in breadth from three miles to twenty- 
five. Its basis is composed of stratified rocks, in- 
clined to the east generally at a small angle to the 
horizon; sand stone is. the most conspicuous of 
these rocks, and it has every variety, from very 
fine grained, to coarse; sometimes the rock is a 
breccia or a pudding stone or a mere conglomerate. 
Generally, beneath the sand stone we find varieties 
of slaty rocks, sometimes impressed with vegetables 
and fish, and containing small veins of jet and coal. 

The most conspicuous feature of this region is 
composed of the fine ridges of greenstone trap, 
which pervade it, generally in the direction of its 
lengtli, and reach from the sea shore at New-Haven, 
with little interruption, to Greenfield and Gill, in the 
northern part of Massachusetts. 

These ridges of greenstone repose almost univer- 
sally upon sand stone,f and as this rock is by the 

* I am indebted to Mr. Hitchcock's geological map (see Amer. 
Jour, of Science, vol. 1, p. 109,) for a part of these boundaries. 

t The only exceptions that I am acquainted with, are thoic 
mentioned by Mr. Hitchcock in the American Journal of Science, 
Tol. 1» p. 109. 

3 
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Beonsent of all, regarded as a secondary forniaiiont 

I proceeding from the ruins of otiier rocks, it follows, 

I of course, thai whatever rock reposes upon it, must' 

I also be secondary. Hence, the^e greenstone rangaB( 

wvte called secondary. The rock is called greens' 

1 Btone, from its having, generally, a dark Lottie g 

I solour, and trap, from its being ofieu in the form o) 

I steps or stairs — the word trap, in the Swedbh laa^ 

*• gwnge, from which it is derived, having this signiSi 

catioci- The constituents of the greenstone trag 

are, generally, ihc mineral called hornblende, f 

its basis, witli feldspar intimately blended, some^ 

times visibly and someiimes in distinct crystals^ 

This rock is not hard, but it is very difficult to bra 

—is sonorous — endures ilie weaiher very well, a 

■ Ibrms an excellent material for building. 

I .But tlie mosi striking vircumslance to a trarellei 

Is, the peculiar physiognomy imparted to thia i 

giOD, by the rocks of which we are speaking. Gcil 

erally, throughout the district whose boimdai 

bare been sketched, the greenstone moimlains i 

ID bold ridges — stretching often, league after leagtu 

lo a continued line — or with occasional interruplioi 

— or in parallel lines — or in spurs and branchei 

One front, (and generally it is that which looks was* 

erly,) is in most instances, composed of precipitou 

LcJiSs, of naked frowning rock, hoary with tim 

■JDOss-^i'own, and rarnished by a superficial dccon 

■position. This front U n perfect barrier, looking lifa 

■bq tmtncnsc work of art, impassable in most placet 
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composed frequently of ill-formed pillars^ standingy 
side by side, and receding one behind another, at dif- 
ferent elevations, like rude stairs. These pillars ter- 
minate, at last, in a regular ridge, well defined like 
the top of a parapet, and crowned with trees, which at 
the elevation of from two or three, to seven or eight 
hundred feet, form a beautiful verdant fringe, often 
of evergreens, which is finely contrasted with the 
rocky barrier below. Although this is the general 
form of these hills, some of them are conical, or, of 
irregular shapes ; but, the barrier-form is so com- 
mon, that in many parts of this district, the country 
seems divided by stupendous walls, and tlie ey« 
ranges along, league after league, without perceiving 
an avenue, or a place of egress. 

Most of the ridges are parallel, and it is when 
travelling at their feet, that one is most forcibly 
struck with tlieir castellated appearance. In some 
parts of the district it is impracticable for many 
miles, to find a passage for a road, or for a stream ; 
and both, when they cross the direction of the ridg- 
es, are wound through narrow rocky defiles, often 
singularly picturesque and wild, with their lofty im- 
pending cliffs, and with their fallen ruins. Indeed, 
the immense masses of ruins which, both in this dis- 
trict, and in the similar districts of other countries, * 
are collected at the feet of the green stone ridges, 

• 

• In some places, as on the front of mount Holyoke near North- 
ampton, tbey are regular pillars, like those of the giant's eause- 
vav. ♦ 
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form a very striking object. Often they slope, with 
a very sharp accKvity, half, or two thirds of the way 
up the mountain, and terminate only at the rocky 
barrier ; the ruins are composed of masses of every 
size, from that of a pebble, which may be thrown 
at a bird, to entire cliSs and pillars, of many tons 
weight, which, from time to time, fall, with fearful 
concussion, into the vallies. This kind of rocky 
avalanche is so common among the green stone 
mountains, that it is often heard, and sometimes, in 
the stillness of night, by those who live in the vicin- 
ity. 

The cause is obvious. The greenstone rocks 
are often composed of contiguous, separate, pillars 
or portions, connected only by juxta position, and 
severed by fissures, both vertical and horizontal ; 
into the former, the rain and snow water filters ; 
and when it freezes, the rocks are, by the well 
known and irresistible expansion of the congealing 
water, strained asunder, and whenever, either by 
tiie gradual undermining, produced by the weather, 
or by the stone diggers, who fearlessly work under 
the impending cliffs, their centre of gravity ceases to 
be supported, they come thundering down, like the 
alpine glaciers, and strew their ruins beneath. 

The two bluffs at New-Haven, called the East 
and the West Rock, have been (especially the for- 
mer,) in a great measure despoiled of their ruins, 
and, to some extent, even of their columns, in order 
(o supply the demand? of ^architecture ; but in most 
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parts of the greenstone region of Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, the venerable piles are undisturbed, 
and the hoary columns, tempest-beaten for ages, 
stand, the durable monuments of other tin\es. 

On the side of the greenstone ranges, opposite 
to that which presents a mural front, there is gene- 
rally a gradual slope ; often not of difficult ascent, 
and covered v^ith trees and verdure, so that a trav- 
eller coming first upon the front, or tfie rear, would, 
if unaccustomed to such mountains, have no correct 
idea of the opposite side. 

Such are the outlines of the scenery, and of the 
rocks upon which it depends, in the middle region 
of Connecticut. 

It enables us to understand the peculiarities of 
the beautiful and grand scenery of Monte Video, 
which makes this villa, with its surroundinc ob- 
jects, quite without a parallel in America, and prob- 
ably with few in the world. 

To advert again, briefly, to a few of its leading pe- 
culiarities. It stands upon the very top of one of the 
highest of the green stone ridges of Connecticut, at 
an elevation of more than one thousand two hundred 
feet above the sea, and of nearly seven hundred 
above the contiguous valley. The villa is almost 
upon the brow of the precipice ; and a traveller in 
the Farmington valley, sees it, a solitary tenement, 
and in a place apparently both comfortless and inac- 
cessible, standing upon the giddy summit, ready, he 
would almost imagine, to be swept away by the 

3* 
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first blast from the mountain. The beautiful cry* 
tal ]ake is on the top of tlie aamo lofiy grcenstonl 
ridge, and within a few yards of the house ; it pourl 
its mijierfluouB waters in a hmpid Btream, down th| 
mountain's side, and affords in winter, the most pel- 
lucid ice that can be imagined. Arrived on the t 
of the mountain, and confining his attention to tba 
scene at bis feet, the traveller scarcely reabzes that 
he is elevnted»above the common iurfacc. Til* 
lake, the Gothic villa, farm house and offices, th« 
gardens, orchards, and serpentine walks, conductiau 
the stiunger through all the varieties of mountaiM 
shade, and to ilie most interesting points of view^ 
indicate a beautiful but peaceful scene; but, if hij 
lift his eyes, he sees still above him, on the nortb^ 
bold precipices of naked rock, frowning like ancie 
battlements, and on one of the highest peaks, thf 
tall tower, rising above tlie tices, and bidding defi< 
«nce to the storms. If be ascend to its top, 
contemplates an eitteni of country that might cop^ 
stilute a kingdom — populous and beautiful, with vil- 
lages, lurreis and towns ; at one lime, he see 
niassy magnificence of condensed vapour, which rsr 
poses, in a vast extent of fog and mist, on i 
Farmington and Connecticut rivers, and doGne] 
with perfect exactness, all ibeir windings; ut anotfa< 
Uie clouds roll below him, in wild grandeur,! 
[trough the ronliguous valley, and, should a thuoi 
derstorm occur at evening, (an incident which ev» 
ftason presents,) he would view witli deliglit) 
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ohasteoed by awe, the illuminated hiUs, and corres* 
ponding hollows, which every where, fill the great 
vale west of the Talcot Mountain, and alternately 
appear and disappear with the flashes of lightning. 

Descending this mountain to the west, the travel- 
ler is powerfully struck with the view of the enor- 
mous masses of greenstone rock, which lie in con- 
fusion upon the slope of the mountain. They are 
the largest masses of this kind of rock, that I have 
any where seen. One of them is twenty-five feet 
in diameter. They lie in every form of disorder — 
alone, or piled one on another, and plainly evincing, 
agreeably to the general fact in every country, 
where greenstone mountains abound, that they, 
more than almost any other, cover their decliv- 
ities with fallen ruins; that in some .period of anti- 
quity, tlie contiguous ridges were vastly more ele- 
vated than at present, and that these dissevered 
masses, cleaving off from the ridges to which they 
were attached, were precipitated with irresistible 
violence, down the side of the mountain, till they 
found a resting place in solitudes, then trod only by 
die wild beasts, or by the savage aboriginals. 

Alluvial country succeeds to the Talcot mountain, 
and for miles, we pass over gentle unduktions aboun- 
ding with water-worn pebles. 

The red sand stone which every where in Con- 
necticut, as well as in many other countries, forms 
the basis of the greenstone mountains, makes its 
appearance in various places, and constitutes, along 



I with this species of trap, the most common buildinj 
Btone of the counlry. 
: 
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COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRIMITIVE COHNTRV, 



^^ boi 



At the distance of thirteen miles from Hartford 
we crossed the 6rst ridge of gneiss. This was a pal 
of the great barrier of primitive rocks which as 1 
have already slated, bounds the secondary 
Connecticut on the west, and in a moment, change 
both tiie geology and the picturesque features of thi 

luntry. 

It 19 worthy of remark, that the primitive coun 
Iry, on the eastern side of the Connecticut rivel 
comes in at nearly the same distance from Hartfon 
as on the western side. As we ascend the BohM 
hill, going towards Norwich, we come to the prim 
tive rocks, which there, are mica slate, filled witi 
garnets and stnurottde. I suppose these two boundi 
ries of the primitive, are therefore about iwenty-fiw 
mites apart. Generally, the boundary of primltjvi 
which limits the great secondary green stone regioi 
ef Connecticut already described, is distinguiahei 
by Uie contour of the hills, ivhich is rounded, a 
they are coiftraonly of greater elevation than 1 
ridges of trap or greenstone. Thus it i 
eible, for n traveller to go through the length t 
Connecticm, without traversing its secondary gnj 
stone region. As he descends from the higl 

lunded primitive hills, on either side, he ■ 
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be struck with the distinct ridges of greenstone 
rock, and with the long and often narrow rallies 
between them. Mount Holyoke and mount Tom 
near Northampton and the blue hills of Meriden, are 
parts of these greenstone mountains. The State's 
prison of Connecticut, or Newgate, is in one of these 
ranges, or rather in the sand stone which lies under 
it, and from this prison to New-Haven a distance of 
fifty or sixty miles, one rides almost at the foot of a 
nearly uninterrupted barrier of greenstone, frequent- 
ly from four to seven or eight hundred feet high. It 
is amusing to observe how immediately the materi- 
als of the fences and of the buildings, as far as they 
are constructed of stone, change as soon as the geol- 
ogy of the country changes. For some miles, after 
we left the Talcot mountain, the materials of these 
structures continued to be fragments of greenstone 
and of sand stone ; but, as soon as we crossed the 
line of the primitive, these stones disappeared, and 
gneiss and other primitive rocks began to exhibit 
themselves in the houses and fences. Thus, these 
structures become in some measure, cabinets of the 
geology of a country, for, the people will of course 
collect those stones for use, which are most preva- 
lent, and in many instances, they will be loose frag- 
ments of the most prevailing rocks; or, if the stones 
be obtained by quarrying, then they become still 
surer criteria of the nature of the country. 
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Z£AL FOR CHPRCHES. , 

In the valley of Northington we passed a beauti- 
ful new meeting house. It is a handsome specimen 
of architecture, and is one of three places of public 
worship, recently erected in this little parish, wbich^ 
a short time since, had only one ^miserable ruinous 
house, situated in the midst of a forest. 

I once attended public worship there on a pleas- 
ant but warm summer sabbath* The house was al- 
most embowered in ancient forest trees; it was 
smaller than many private dwelling houses— was 
much dilapidated by time, which had furrowed the 
grey unpainted shingles and clapboards, with many 
water-worn channels, and it seemed as if it would 
soon fall. It was an interesting remnant of prime- 
val New-England manners. The people, evidently 
agricultural, had scarcely departed from the simpli- 
city of our early rural habits ; the men were not 
parading in foreign broadcloth, nor the women 
flaunting in foreign silks and muslins ; but they ap- 
peared in domestic fabrics, and both men and wo- 
men were dressed with simplicity. I do not mean 
that there were no exceptions, but this was the general 
nspect of tlie congregation, and, from the smallness 
of the house, although there were pews, it seemed 
rather a domestic than a public religious meeting. 
The minister corresponded, admirably, with the ap- 
pearance of the house and congregation, as far as au- 
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tiquity and primeval simplicity were concerned, but 
he was highly respectable for understanding, and 
sustained, even in these humble circumstances, the 
dignity of his station. He was an old man, with 
hoary locks,, and a venerable aspect, a man of God^ 
§f other times—^h patriarchal teacher — not caring 
for much balanced nicety of phrase, but giving 
his flock wholesome food, in sound doctrine, aiid 
plain speech. His prayers had that detail of peti- v^^ 
tion — that specific application, both to public ani}j| 
private concerns, and that directness of allusion, t< ""^ 
the momentous political events of the day, and their*^ 
apparent bearing upon this people, which was com- 
mon among our ancestors, and especially among the 
first ministers, who brought with them the fervor of 
the times when they emigrated from England. 

This aged minister is still living, but since the 
destruction of his ancient house, and the division of 
hi< people, he is without any particular charge ; still, 
however, although oppressed with the infirmities of 
advanced life, he occasionally officiates in public. 
Instead of the ancient house, there have now arisen 
the three pretty, modern churches. 

We are not, however, to infer that increased re^ 
sources, nor additional zeal for religion has reared 
these edifices ; it was the effect of local jealousies, 
as to the place, where a new bouse should be built, 
aad how often, in our New-England villages, do we 
see this circumstance produce the same result, ad- 
dbg to the beauty, but, perhaps, not always to the 
harmony and piety of the neighbourhood. 
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It would be easy to give a considerable list 
towns in Connecticut, where two spires rise instfl 
of one, because the people could not agree wb 
the one should be placed. Happier would it be, 
these separations bad always been free from anira 
ity — if they had not sometimes Jaid the foundat 
of permanent discord, and if there had been no 
e of outrageous violence, and the prostratioc 
(aw and order, while people were professing a 
inour their Maker, and to benefit their fell 
, But still, who that is friendly to the best 
|of mankind can fail to be gratified, with i 
ccession of churches and spires which 
. observes in Connecticut, and who would not pre 
the active interest that is manifested on this subjf 
although attended with occasional iri'egularitiea- 
that apathy which permits a land to remain witb 
temples to the living God, and rarely salutes the i 
with the sound of " the church going bell.'' 

Passing tljrough a part of Canlou, we arrivec 
a little cluslre of pretty houses, handsomely s 
on ihe Farntington River. 
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This was a part of New-Hartford where we ■ 

«d pleasBJitly ; every thing was good, and neatly 

well prepared, and we were attended by one 

those comely respectable young women, (a dau 

t of the landlord,) who, so often, in our pul 
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ikouses, perform these services, without departing 
from the most correct, respectable, and amiable de- 
fortment. 

This is a peculiarity in the manners of this coun- 
try which is not at once understood by a foreigner, 
md especially by an Englishman. Such a person, 
if uninstructed in the genius of the country, almost 
oT course presumes, that all those whom he sees in 
piblic houses are in servile situations. , If he adopt 
towards them an imperious and harsh manner, he 
pves oflFence, and produces coldness, and pos- 
ably resentment, so that the interview ends in 
ootual dissatisfaction. If the traveller should 
write a book he, of course, enlarges on the rudeness 
of American manners, and it is very possible that 
even the servants of our inns may give him some 
occasion for such remarks, if they are treated as 
persons of their condition commonly are in Europe. 
Some years since, to an Englishman emigrating to 
America, the obvious causes which often disgust tho 
English, and offend the Americans when the former 
are travelling among the latter, nnd especially in the 
smaller towns and villages, were faithfully pointed 
out. It was strongly recommended to him, rather 
to ask as a favour, what he had a right to command 
as a duty — to treat the heads of the public houses, 
with marked respect, and their sons and daughters, 
who might be in attendance, and even the servants, 
with kindness and courtesy, avoiding the use of 
terms and epithets which might imply inferiority 

4 
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and servitude, to make their duties as light a 
possible, to manifest no unpleasant peculiarities 
and to make no unreasonable demands, With re 
spect to food, wines and cookery. He was asvir 
ed, that with such a spirit, he would be treated witi 
respect and kindness — that he would be cheerful!] 
served — that the best the house afforded would 1h 
promptly obtained for him, and should he ever visit 
the same house again, that he would probably be 
remembered and welcomed with cordiality. He 
must indeed, occasionally, concede something to ia* 
miliarity and curiosity, but with an amiable spirit asj 
courteous deportment, he would not meet witk 
rudeness or neglect, or have occasion to write an 
angry sentence concerning the Americans; and Ik 
was told, that even the familiarity and curiosity whid 
are sometimes unpleasant, would be commonly re- 
paid, by the communication of valuable local infor 
roation. 

As the gentleman to whom tliese remarks were 
addressed was gay, and had been^ a military maiii 
he was cautioned not to presume that any members; 
of the families at the public houses, might be treatd 
with levity, for, he would find that fathers and broth- 
ers were at hand, and pecuniary consideratiom 
would be sacrificed, at once, to the respectability oi 
the house. After this gentleman had travelled fou^ 
teen months in the United States, he came to tbf 
town, where his adviser resided, and thanked him foi 
his cautions. He said that they had been of die 
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greatest service to him, that he hieid found the pre* 
dictions fully verified, and himself treated with hos- 
pitality and kindness, while he had seen others of 
his countrymen, pursuing an opposite deportment^ 
meet with very unpleasant treatment, and creating 
both for themselves and others, perpetual dissatisfac^ 
tion. 

RIDE TO SANDISFIELD. 

In the afternoon, during a ride of sixteen miles, 
idiicb brought us to Sandisfield, in Massachusetts, 
we never left the banks of the Farmington river, 
which, owing to its windings, and our own, we, 
crossed during the day, no fewer than seven times, 
ind on as many bridges. We had now left the Al- 
bany turnpike, and the great thoroughfare of popu- 
lation and of business, and purposely deviated into 
ooe of those wildernesses, which, intersected by 
roads, and sprinkled with solitary houses, afford the 
traveller an interesting variety, and easily transport 
bim back in imagination, to the time when the whole 
of this vast empire was a trackless forest. In a very 
hiDy and almost mountainous region, we found a 
delightful road, so level, that our horses hardly ever 
broke their trot ; the road generally followed the 
ri?er, and was laid out, with few exceptions, on the 
iBuvial bottom, which the river had formed. We 
fissed almost the whole distance,* through a vast 
defile, in the forest, which every where hung around 
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US in gloomy grandeur, presenting lofty trees, rising 
in verdant ridges, but occasionally scorched and 
blackened by fire, even to their very tops, and 
strongly contrasted with the cliffs and peaks of 
rude rocks, which here and there, rose above the 
tilmost impervious forest. 

This tract of country had the stillness of a rural 
scene, embosomed in mountains ; there were no 
villages, and the few scattered farm houses were 
scarcely near enough, even for rural neighbourhood. 
Their very graves were solitary : little family cem- 
eteries several times occurred, marked by pretty, 
white, marble monuments, and by graves covered 
with the richest verdure, while the gloomy bier 
stood, hard by, in the field, ready again to support 
its melancholy burden. 

It was quite dark before we arrived at Sandis- 
field ; wind, rain and gloomy portentous clouds, 
driving over the dark hills, might have made our 
ride, for a few of the last miles, somewhat anxious, 
but, our road was good, and tlie welcome light of 
tlie Inn, at length caught our eyes, and a quiet eve- 
nintr, passed with our pens and books, beguiled our 
lime till the hour ef repose. A tolerable house was 
made comfortable, by the assiduity and kindness of 
its tenants, and our sleep, in a great vacant ball 
room, was not much inierrupted by the rain, drop« 
ping on the floor, and by the wind, howling through 
broken panes of glass. 

^andisfield is thirtv-six nilloR from Hartford. 
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RIDE TO LENOX. 

Our equinoctial still continued, and we set for- 
ward before eight in the morning, in the midst of a 
driving rain. But, as the coachman was wrapped 
in a weather proof great coat of oiled silk, and we 
were completely protected from the rain, we pursu- 
ed our journey, without the slightest inconvenience. 

The war of the elements corresponded very well 
with the wild scenery through which we were to 
pass. For ten miles, we again followed the course 
of the Farmington river; our road was one contin- 
ued vista, through an uninterrupted wilderness of 
the most lofty trees ; occasionally, the wide forest- 
crowned ridges caught our eyes, as they shewed 
themselves through the openings of the wood, or 
towered above its top ; but, for the most part, the 
river, now much diminished in size, murmuring 
over a rocky channel, and presenting many a for- 
midable barrier of drift wood, recently accumulated 
by an unexampled deluge of rain, was a principal 
object, of contemplation ; while the forest, inter- 
spersed with numerous pine trees, rising to a J^^k 
height, often burnt to their very summits, and tot^^ 
ing to their fall, appeared, as if, only recently in- 
vaded by man, and as just beginning to resign it 
solitary dominion, to the axe and to the fire. 

The river, we crossed again and again, till we 
numbered the ninth time, and then^a few miles from 
the confines of Lenox, we traced it to its source, in 
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a small, but pretty lake, of probably half a mile 
more in length. Thus we bade adieu to otir lit 
river, after having been familiar with it for 
miles, and for nearly thirty, we had constantly tr» 
elled upon its banks, finding a smooth road lu t 
midst of a rugged country. 

To those who would wish to enjoy an inlerlu 
of forest scenery, almost in the wildnessof n 
and little more subdued by man, than is necessa 
10 render it comfortable to travel through, this it( 
from New-Hartford tlirongh Sandislield, to Leiu 
may be strongly recommended. Such a tract, 
the midst of populous and well cultivated regions, 
in this country rare, and probably more resembl 
a westifrn wild, than a district in an old and pop 
foils state. 

Soon after passing this lake, the country began 
descend, ; another lake of greater magnitude occi 
red on our left — a river soon succeeded, and 1 
recognized these waters, as tlie first of those whi 
begin to feed the infant Housatonick. 

^^ GEOLOGY. 

^^he rocks on our ride, were, almost invariabl 
gneiss, fretiucnily intersected by distinct veins 
;raoite, in which feldspar generally predominati 
Not far from Lenox we passed two forges, (he ii 
ore for which, we were informed, is dtipoutofi 
hiUii iu the vicinity of that town. 
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As we ascended the hills on which Lenox stands, 
white primitive lime stone began to appear, in de- 
tached masses, in spots uncovered by quarrying, 
and in ridges crossing the road; the strata were 
nearly vertical, and like those in Litchfield County 
in Connecticut, were imbedded in gneiss. 



LENOX. 

Lenox, the capital of Berkshire county, is a town 
of uncommon beauty. It is built upon a high hill, 
on two streets, intersecting each other nearly at 
right angles ; it is composed of handsome houses, 
which, with the exception of a few of brick, are 
painted of a brilliant white ; it is ornamented with 
three neat houses of public worship, one of which 
is large and handsome, and stands upon a hill high- 
er than the town, and a little removed from it. It 
has a jail, a woollen manufactory, a furnace for hol- 
low ware, an academy of considerable size, and a 
court house of brick, in a fine style of architecture ; it 
is fronted with pillars, and furnished with convenient 
offices and a spacious court room ; this room is (par- 
peted, and what is more important, contains a library 
for the use of the bar. Lenox has fine mountain air, 
and is surrounded by equally fine mountain scene- 
ry. Indeed, it is one of the prettiest of our inland 
towns, and even in the view of an European travel- 
ler, (who had eyes to see any thing beautiful, in 
what is unlike Europe,) it would appear like a gem 
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among the mountains. I did not count the houses, 
but should think there might be one hundred hou- 
ses and stores &c. Its population is one thousand 
three hundred and ten.* 

White marble is often the material of their steps, 
foundations and pavements. This country abounds 
with primitive white limestone. 

Our dinner and treatment at the inn, were such as 
a reasonable traveller would have been very well 
satisfied with, at a country tavern in England. Still, 
probably no small town in England is so beautiful as 
Lenox, nor have the Europeans, in general, any ad- 
equate idea of the beauty of the New-England villa- 
ges. — licnox is fifty eight miles from Hartford. 

HIDE TO NEVV-LEBANOX. 

As VvC ascended a mountainous ridge, two miles 
on the road lo.Xew-Lebanon, a fine retrospect oc- 
curred. Immediately below, was a spacious and 
deep basin, environed by mountains, which, receding 
one behind another, presented in one view, brilliant 
foi^st green, in another, dark hues, almost black, 
amd fartlier off, ridges and summits struggling 
through clouds and mist, and rain, in obscure and 
gloomy grandeur. Beautifully contrasted with 
these, was the bright clustre of buildings in Lenox, 
compact, blended by perspective into one rich group, 
in which turrets, and Gothic pinnacles and Grecian 

* Worcester's Gazctccr. 
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pillars were conspicuous, and seemed like a string 
of pearls, upon the brow and declivity of the hill, 
now sunk by comparison, to one of moderate eleva- 
tion* 

It were in vain to attempt to describe all the fine 
alpine scenery, which, with endless variety, was per- 
petually occurring and perpetually changing. Rich 
vallies and basins, were every where, mixed with 
the hills and mountains, on whose declivities and 
summits, cultivation had often spread scenes of fer- 
tility and beauty. 

The lofty Hoosack, with its double summit — the 
highest mountain in this region, appeared at a dis- 
tance on our right ; — on our left, the fertile vales of 
Richmond, a scattered agricultural town, and almost 
before we were aware of it, we wound our way 
down the steep declivity of the mountain, whicli 
bounds the southeast side of the vale of New-Leb- 
anon. We had already passed upon our right, a, 
small village belonging to the people, ludicrously 
railed Shakers or Shaking Quakers. 

VILLAGE OF THE SHAKERS. 

We did not deviate into this first settlement, be- 
cause their principal establishment, in this quarter, 
was immediately before us, and wo were indeed not 
fully clear of the mountain, before \vc found our- 
selves in the midst of their singiilar community. 
Their buildings are thickly planted, Slong a street of 
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a mile in length. All of them are comfortablci and a 
considerable proportion are large. They are, almost 
without an exception, painted of an ochre yellow, 
and, although plain, they make a handsome appeaf- 
ance. The utmost neatness is conspicuous in their 
fields, gardens, court yards, out houses, and in the 
very road ; not a weed, not a spot of filth, or any 
nuisance is suffered to exist. Their wood is cut 
and piled, in the most exact order; their fences are 
perfect; even their stone walls are constructed with 
great regularity, and of materials so massy, and so 
well arranged, that unless overthrown by force, they 
may stand for centuries ; instead of wooden posts 
for their gates, they have pillars of stone of one solid 
piece, and every thing bears the impress of labour, 
vigilance and skill, with such a share of taste, as is 
consistent with the austerities of their sect. Their 
orchards are beautiful, and probably no part of our 
country presents finer examples of agricultural ex- 
cellence. They are said to possess nearly three 
thousand acres of land, in this vicinity. Such neat- 
ness, and order I have not seen any where, on so 
large a scale, except in Holland, where the very 
necessities of existence impose order and neatnesi 
upon the whole population; but here it is voluntary. 
Besides agriculture, it is well known, that the 
Shakers occupy themselves much, with mechanical 
employments. The productions of their industry 
and skill, sieves, brushes, boxes, pails and other do- 
mestic utensils are every where exposed for sale, and 



TOUR BETWCm HIRTVORD AND aUBBCC. 43 

sure distii%abhed by excellence of workmansliip. 
Their garden seeds are celebrated for goodness, and 
find a ready market* They have many garcicns, 
but there is a principal one of several acres winch 
I tm told exhibits superior cultivation. 

Their females -are employed in domestic manu* 
factures and house work, and the community is fed 
and clothed by its own productions. 

The property is all in common. The avails of 
the general industry are poured into the treasury of 
tbe whole ; individual wants are supplied from a 
oommon magazine, or store house, which is kept for 
each family, and ultimately, the elders invest the 
gains in land and buildings, or sometimes in money, 
or other personal property, which iS held for the 
good of the society. 

It seems somewhat paradoxical to speak of a fam- 
ily, where the relation upon which it is founded is 
unknown. But still, the Shakers are assembled in 
what they call families, which consist of little col- 
lections, (more or less numerous according to the 
size of the house) of males and females, wh^ occu- 
py separate apartments, under the same roof, eat at 
separate tables, but mix occasionally for society, la- 
bour, or worship. There is a male and a female 
head to the family, who superintend all their con- 
cerns—give out their provisions — allot their employ- 
ments, and enforce industry and fidelity. 

The numbers 4n this village, as we were informed 
by one of the male members, are about five bun- 
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dred, but there are said to be fifteen bunded, inclu- 
ding other villages in this vicinity. Their numbers 
are sustained by voluntary additions, and by prose- 
lyting. Poor and ignorant people, in the vicinity, 
and on the neighbouring mountains in particular, are 
allured, it is said, by kindness, and presents, to join 
the society; and destitute widows, frequently come 
in, with their children, and unite themselves to this 
community. Where a comfortable subsistence for 
life, a refuge for old age, and for infancy and child- 
hood, the reputation (at least with the order) of pie- 
ty, and the promise of heaven are held out to view, 
it is no wonder that the ignorant, the poor, the be- 
reaved, the deserted, the unhappy, the superstitious, 
the cynical ancT even the whimsical, should occasion- 
ally swell the numbers of the Shakers. 

Their house of public worship is painted white, 
and is a neat building, which in its external appear- 
ance, would not be disreputable to any sect. 

Their worship, which I did not have an opportu- 
nity of seeing, is said to be less extravagant than 
formerly ; their dancing is still practised, but with 
more moderation, and for a good many years, they 
have ceased to dance naked, which was formerly 
practised, and even with persons of different sexes. 
Their elders exercise a very great influence over the 
minds of the young people. The latter believe (as 
I was assured by a respectable inhabitant of New- 
Lebanon, but not a Shaker) that the former hold a 
direct and personal intercourse with Christ and the 
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Apostles, and that the elders possess the power 
of inspecting their very thoughts, and their most 
secret actions. Perhaps this will account for the re- 
puted purity of the Shakers, for whatever may be 
imagined, it does not appear that any scandalous of- 
ktibm do now occur among them, or, at least, that 
they are brought to light, and it must be allowed 
that if they were frequent, they could not be con- 
I cealed. 

They profess, it is said, to believe, that Christ has 
already appeared the second time on the earth, in 
the person of their great leader, mother Ann! Lee, 
and that the saints are now judging the world. 

They have no literature among them, nor do we 
hear that they are ever joined by people of enlighten- 
ed minds. We met a party of children apparently 
coming from school, and I enquired of a Shaker, a 
middle aged man of respectable appearance, wheth- 
er the children belonged to the Society ; he answer- 
ed in the affirmative ; " But," I replied, " how is 
that, since you do not have children of your own?" 
Are these children the offspring of parents who 
after becoming such, have joined your society, and 
brought their children with them ?" " Yea," was 
the answer, with a very drawling and prolonged ut- 
terance, and at the same time, there was a slight 
faultering of the muscles of his face, as if he were a 
little disposed to smile. The childreq were dress- 
ed in a plain costume as the whole society are, 

6 
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This singular people took their rise in England, 
nearly half a century ago, and the settlement at 
New-Lebanon, is of more than forty years standing. 

They first emigrated to America in the year 1774, 
under their spiritual mother, Ann Lee, a niece of the- 
celebrated General Charles Lee, who made ^dis- 
tinguished figure, during the American Revolutiona- 
ry War. 

The order, neatness, comfort and thrift, which are 
conspicuous among them, are readily accounted^for, 
by their industry, economy, self-denial and devotion to 
their leaders, and to the common interest, all of which 
are religious duties among them, and, the very fact 
that tjiey are, for the most part, not burdened with 
the care of children, leaves them greatly at liberty, 
to follow their occupations without interruption.* 

But — where is the warrant, either in reason or in 
scripture, by which whole communities, (not, here 
and there, individuals, peculiarly situated,) witlidraw 
themselves from the most interesting and important 
of the social relations — from the tender charities of 
husband and wife — from the delightful assiduities of 
parental love — from that relation, on which society 

* They have aoother collection of houses iq the vicinity, whert 
I was told they place offending membeps, who being ander disci- 
pline, are for the Ume, eicluded from the commnnity, and whom 
they style backsliders; they designate them by saying, « they are 
out of the gift." I am told that they are not offended by being 
called Shakers, and do not regard it as an opprobrious epithet. 
Indeed, I have never heard of a milder or more respectable aamC) 
hy which they either are called, or even wish to be. 
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Stands, and on which, as on a fruitful stocky is graft- 
ed, every personal and domestic virtue, and every 
hope, both for this world and a better !^ 

By what right are tliey empowered to recruit their 
ranks, thinned from time to time by death, by draw- 
ing upon the social world, whose obedience to tlic 
first law of God and nature, they condemn, while 
they are dependant upon it, both for their own exist- 
ence as individuals, and for the continuance of their 
own unnatural . community ; however coHxmend- 
able they may be for their industrious,^ moral and 
humane deportment; the principle of their associa- 
tion is, in my opinion, deserving of severe reproba- 
tion. But, happily, their example' is very little in 
danger of general imitation; manlcind will not, gen- 
erally, be persuaded to go on a crusade, or to suffer 
martyrdom, in the cause of celibacy, and I believe 
it will be long ere the world, according to their ex- 

* More is not here attributed to the institution of marriage, than 
il deserves, for, to try the question, we must ask, not, what is the 
flondition of, here and there, a convent or a monastery, or of a few 
clusters of Shakers, protected as they are by society, founded on 
marriagej and drawing their recruits from the offspring of its vir- 
tuous aflfections. We must inquire what would be the condition 
of the world, were the institution of marriage entirely/ abolished.' 
It is obvious, that it would soon become the unwersal thcalre of 
crimes, of every description, which are now only occasional, and 
that no one soHlary virtue could possibly spring up> or be cherish- 
ed. Piety itself, could it exist in such a state of things, must (il 
such paradoxical language can be admitted,) necessarily become 
exclusively selfish, and indeed, it could find no refuge, exce]! ii; 
absolute soclusion, in the dens and caves of the earth 
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pectation, is all reformed by becoming a'generation 
of Shakers, for -this they say, will constitute the Mil- 
lenium. Poor human nature — of what is it not ca- 
pable — what absurdity ! — ^what impiety ! (I had al- 
most said,) is there, which it has not sanctioned 
with the name of religion. 

As the Shakers are not now a new people, and as 
their most prominent peculiarities are well known, 
I am not dbposed to dwell with much minuteness 
on a subject, in which I confess I have very little 
complacency : a few particulars more, may howev- 
er, be added. 

They rarely publish any thing respecting their 
own principles and habits, and we are indebted 
chiefly to those who have seceded from their com- 
munity, for the more precise information which we 
possess respecting them. 

Among various publications of this nature — " An 
account of the people called Shakers, their faith, 
doctrines and practice, &c. by Thomas Brown," 
who was, for several years, a member of their socie- 
ty, is probably one of the best. It has every appear- 
ance of being written with candor and truth, and al- 
though an unpolished performance, exhibits consid- 
able ability. 

If this book be considered as a fair account of the 
Shakers, it is manifest, that notwithstanding all the 
commendation to which they are entitled, for their 
moral virtues and their habits of order, industry and 
economy, they are the subjects of the wildest fanaf ^ 
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icism, and of the most degrading superstition. If it 
be idolatry and blasphemy, to pronounce a woman^ 
of at least questionable character, to be the Saviour 
of the world, at his second coming, and thus, in the 
person of this woman, to blend the attributes of the 
Son of God, with at least occasional drunkenness, it 
win be very difficult to acquit the Shakers of these 
crimes.* I am aware of the ignorance of many of 
these people, and am not disposed to doubt, that 
there is real piety among them, any more than I am 
to deny that industry, sobriety, economy and occa- 
sional humanity are conspicuous traits of their char- 
acters. They have however, been known to act in 
a very inhuman manner, in separating and alienating^ 
children from parents, and in severing the other dear- 
est ties of our common nature, for the purpose of 
kuilding up their own sect. 

The conclusion of Mr. Brown's book contains the 
following summary of facts respecting them. Speak- 

*I bere allude to Ann Lee. She was bom in Manchester about 
(be year 1735, and became the wife of Abraham Stanley, a I)lack- 
imithi who proved unkind and intemperate. Having been pccu- 
fiariy unfortunate in the loss of eight infants, owing priticipalfy 
to very severe personal suflTerings, during a dangerous crisis, 
which, at Tasty had nearly proved fatal, she renounced marncgc, 
declaring it to have been the great original sin, and thus became 
theleader of the Shakers. They had before practised marriage, 
but from this time (1771) they have renounced it. Ann Lee, 
(now called mother Ann, because she was considered as the rpir- 
itaal mother of her disciples,) claimed the gift of langliages, of 
bealiog, of discovering the secrets of the heart, of being actua- 
ted by the invisible power of God, of sinless perfection, and vf 
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ing of their conversion he says: — "After a number 
have believed, the next principal labour of the lea- 
ders is to gather them into a united interest and or- 
der. They assemble every sabbath in their public 
meeting-house. 

They walk to the meetmg-house, in order, two 
and two, and leave it in the same order. Men en- 
ter the left hand door of the meeting-house, and 
women the right hand. In each dwelling-house, is i 
room called ihe meeting-room, in which they assem- 
ble for worship every evening ; the young believers 
assemble morning and evening, and, in the afternoon 
of the sabbath, they all assemble in one of these 
rooms, in their dwelling-house, to which meeting 
spectators, or those who do not belong to the society, 
are not admitted, except friendly visitors. Their 
houses are well calculated and convenient. 

immediate revelations. Mr. Brown says, however^ of mothef 
Ann, that she sometinaes drank spirituous liquors to intoxication? 
pronouncing them one of God*s good creatures. She died at Nis' 
keuna in 1784. In what estimation she was held by her follovr- 
ers, may be learned from the following, (must we not say 
Mffsphemoiis lines, taken from different hymns of the Shakers ) 

" Christ's second coming was in mother Ann~- 

'• We bless our dear mother the chief corner stone 

•< Which God laid in Zion his anointed one ; 

' Let names and sects and parties 

■* Accost my cars no more ; 

■* My ever blessed mother, 

•^ Forever I'll adore. 

< Appointed by kind heaven, 

'' My Saviour to reveal ; 

- She was the Lord's anointed, 

■« To shew the root of sId, he. &c. 
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In the great house at Lebaaon there are near 
one hundred ; the men live in their several apart- 
ments on the right, as they enter into the house, 
and the women on the left, commonly four in a 
room. They kneel in the morning by the side of 
the bed, as soon as they arise, and the same before 
they lie down ; also before and after every] meal. 
The brethren and sisters generaljy eat at the same 
time at two long tables placed in the kitchen, men 
at one, and women at the other; during which time, 
they sit on benches and are all silent. They go to 
their meals walkmg in order, one directly after the 
othcMT ; the head of the family, or elder, takes the 
lead of the men, and one called elder sister takes the 
lead of the women. Several women are employ- 
ed in cooking and waiting on the table — they are 
commonly relieved weekly by others. Itjs contra- 
Ty to order for a man or woman to sleep alone, but 
two of the brethren sleep together, and the sisters 
the same. It is contrary to order for a man to be 
alone with a woman, also to touch one another. If 
a man presents any thing to a female, or a female 
to a male, due care must be taken by each one not 
to touch the other. It is contrary to order for a wo- 
man to walk out alone, or to be alone. A man 
and woman are not allowed to converse together, 
•xcept in the presence of some of the brethren and 
sisters. They sometimes have what they call un- 
ion raeetjngs, when several of tlie brethren and sis- 
ters meet together, sit and converse and smoVe \\\w 
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pipes. If a man is on the road alone from home^ 
in a carriage, it is contrary to order for him to ad- 
mit a woman to ride with faim on any account what- 
ever. It is contrary to order, or the gift as they 
call it, to leave any bars down, or gates open, or 
leave any thing they use, out of its proper place* 
consequently they seldom have any thing lost. It 
is according to the gift or order, for all to endeav- 
our to keep all things in order; indolence and care-* 
lessness they say is directly opposite to the gospel 
and order of God ; cleanliness in every respect is 
strongly enforced — it is contrary to order even to 
spit on the floor. A dirty, careless, slovenly oj in- 
dolent person they say, cannot travel in the way of 
God, or be religious. It is contrary to order to talk 
loud, to shut doors hard, to rap at a door for admit- 
tance, or to make a noise in any respect; even when 
walking the floor, they must be careful not to make 
a noise with their feet. They go to bed at nine or 
ten o'clock, and rise at four or five ; all that are ia 
health go to work about sun-rise, in-door mechan- 
ics, in the winter, work by candlelight; each one 
follows such an employment as the deacon appoints 
for him. Every man and woman must be employ- 
ed, and work steadily and moderately. When any 
are sick they have the utmost care and attentioB 
paid to them. When a man is sick, if there is a wo-< 
man among the sisters, who was his wife before he 
believed, she, if in health, nurses and waits upon 
him. If any of them transgress the rules and or- 
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ders of the church, they are not held in union until 
they confess their transgression, and that often o» 
their knees, before the brethren and sisters. 

Each church in the different settlements has a 
bouse called the office, where all business is trans- 
acted either among themselves or with other peo- 
ple; each family deposit in the office all that is to 
be spared for charitable purposes, which is distribu- 
ted by the deacon to those whom he judges to be 
proper objects of charity. He never sends the poor 
and needy empty away. 

Mr. Brown is of opinion that they will not " soon 
become extinct." " Their general character" (he 
adds,) " of honesty in their temporal concerns, and 
their outward deportment and order being such, that 
many may be induced to join them ; and as indus- 
try and frugality are two great points in their reli- 
gion, it is likely they will become a rich people." 
Id proof of his opinion he remarks : — " See the once 
uncultivated wilderness waste of Niskeuna, and oth- 
er places now turned into fruitful fields — see their 
neat public edifices towering amidst the surrounding 
elegance and neatness of their more private habita- 
[doDs — See their ability in their munificent dona- 

ioQs to the poor in New- York; — — judging 

of their future prosperity from their present flourish-* 
|iBg state and from their being a much more orderly 
[(eople, (than formerly) it is possible they may in- 

ocase in number and acquire a prevaifing influence 

fe the future destinies of this country." 
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NEW-LEBANON MINERAL SPRING. 

This is a very remarkable fountain. Unlike mc 
mineral waters, it issues from a high hill ; the w 
ter boils up, in a space of ten feet wide, by tbr 
and a half deep ; it is perfectly pellucid, so that 
pin's head might be seen on the bottom of tl 
spring ; gas in abundance, issues from the pebble 
and sand, and keeps the water in constant ahd plea 
ing agitation ; the fountain is very copious, more 
by far than any spring that I have seen, except tl 
springs at Bath in England ; the water discharge 
amounts to eighteen barrels in a minute, and o 
only supplies the baths very copiously, simply 1 
running down hill to them, but, in the same ma; 
ner it feeds several mills, and turns the water whec 
with sufficient power. Owing to its high temper 
ture it does not congeal in winter which gives 
a great advantage for moving machinery. Tl 
quantity of water is constant, and varies not perce) 
tibly in any season — so is its temperature which 
730 of Fahrenheit. This temperature, so near tl 
summer heat, makes it truly a thermal water, ai 
causes a copious cloud of condensed vapour to ha 
over the fountain, whenever the air is cold. The 
Is no 61in to be seen upon the water, it apparen 
deposits nothing by standing, but in the course 
time, there collects in its channel, an earthy or sto 
deposit, which eventually becomes copious and hai 
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lis deposit is rapidly made in the tea kettles, 
lich -are speedily incnisted, and their throats 
3aked by it; it is of a white colour, and its ori- 
I can scarcely be a subject of wonder, since the 
intaln issues from a hill of lime stone. 
The water is perfectly tasteless and inodorous — 
ry soft — does not curdle soap — ^is used for all cu- 
ary and domestic purposes— is acceptable to ani- 
ils, which drink at the stream that flows in a rivu- 
i down the hill, and apparently, differs little from 
try pure mountain water, except by its remakable 
mpei:ature ; that of the contiguous springs in the 
une hill is as low as that of any mountain springs 
-about 50O. 

It is found to be very useful in salt rheums and 
•nous other cutaneous affections — in some trouble- 
wne internal obstructions &c. It augments the ap- 
^te and sometimes acts as a cathartic. The bath 
f«sed, without previously guarding the stomach, by 
tdraught of the water, sometimes produces sickness 
iAe stomach. 

As to the chemical constitution of this water, 

fessor Griscom, (in 1810) from the application 

tests, but without attempting a regular analysis, 

certain conclusions, which are stated in 

j's Journal v. 1. pa. 158. 

Dr. William Meade,* from a regular process of 

[*,Seethe appendix to Dr. Meade's Experimenlal Enquiry into 
tCheonical Properties and Medicinal Qualities of the Ballston 
I Stntoga Waters. 
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analysis infers, that the Lebanon Spring contaii 
in two quarts of the water-^ 

Muriat of Lime, - - - 1 grain. 

Muriat of Soda, - - - 1 3-4 
. Sulphat of Lime, - - - 1 1-2 

Carbonat of Lime, - - 3-4 



Total, - - 5 

The aeriform fluids in two quarts of the water, J 
.states thus :— 

Azotic gas, (or nitrogen,) 13 cubic inches. 
Atmospheric air, - - 8 do. do. 

21 

Dr. Meade remarks that the Lebanon water i 
purer than most natural waters, and purer than th 
contiguous springs, which flow from the same hi! 
Its temperature appears therefore to be the only p< 
culiarity to which any medical virtues can be attacl 
ed. It is beyond a doubt, that tepid waters. Hi 
stronger in mineral ingredients than the LebanO 
water, do produce salutary eflfects, as at Bristol al 
Buxton in England. The Buxton water is vei 
similar to that at Lebanon ; it is very copious and 
little warmer. Being there some years since, I W^ 
forcibly struck with the abundance and purity of tl 
water and with the 6ne atmosphere and features 
the country. As to picturesque scenery, it is hot 
•ever inferior to New-Lebanon, and it is probab 
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It there is not a mineral spring in the world, sur- 
mded by finer landscapes than this. 
Not expecting, when I left home, to visit any min- 
ed spring, I had to regret that I had no reagents or 
struments of analysis with me. I brought only 
struments necessary for mineralogical and geolo- 
cal observations. 

The gas which issues from the spring, is so copl- 
us, that I could easily collect it in the usual man- 
er, in bottles filled with the water of the fountain, 
ad inverted in it, with funnels in their mouths. 
I ascertained that the gas readily extinguishes a 
eandle — smoke, mingled with it, descends to the bot- 
tom of the vessel, and does not rest upon it, as in car- 
[konic acid ; the gas does not readily run from the 
th of an inverted bottle, on to a burning can- 
but if the candle be held close to the moutli of 
bottle, it is extinguished as the gas passes out. 
im therefore of opinion with Dr. Meade, that the 
is azot. Indeed, as he justly remarks,* the fact 
itthe water is not acidulous or sparkling, although 
gas that rises through it is very abundant ; that 
does not trouble lime water, and is not at all ab- 
d by it, and that it does not redden litmus pa- 
ft sufiiciently proves that the gas contains no car- 
.;, tec acid.* 



1* 



'The proprietor of the spring, furnished me with a quantity of 
fc solid matter, deposited by boiling the water in tea kettles. 
■ikltbat it dissolves in nitric acid with great rapidity, and with 
•fwy active effervescence, leaving only a small residuum. The 

6 



I 
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Azot probably imparts no virtues to mineral wa 
ters, as it is insoluble in water. Still it is found ii 
many, especially, of the warm springs. Bath water 
which boils up with great agitation, owes this more 
ment in part to azot, but, perhaps more to the aque* 
ous vapour, for the water is at the temperature oi 
116<=^ of Fah. when it first emerges, and is probab^ 
much hotter below. 

We know that this spring has flowed, thus hoi, 
more than two thousand years; what is the cause? 
There are no relics of volcanoes here, nor otbal 
marks of subterranean heat, except those afforded 
l)v the water itself. 

SCENERY OF NEAVLEBANGX. 

Had this remarkable place been situated in B#* 
rope, tourists would have pronounced its panegynl 
and poets would have made it famous, as Windm 
or Richmond Hill, or as the little Isle in Loch Kfe 
(rin. 

Few places have fallen within my observation 
which combine both the grand and the beautiful, M 

-aturat«'«I solution is intensely bitter — gives a dense prMf0 
ifate wil'j iluiit of arnmoiiia, and with sulphuric acid becoMl 
r'/li'l, 5o tlip.t \hn jr!n"3 was inverted without dropping a partidM 
'! his reiifiuum tVom the t'vn.porntion of the water in the tea MB 
il»".s, is t:i«'*t?!c?> — insoUiLIc in water, and remains usalteredi eflf 
in a d;i;!n nir. All tlifri-f: l:icts show it to be principally corboN^ 
ufliino : the niurial'; which Dr. Meade found, would of coantk 
. *niov«iJ by the boilin? water. — May, 1820. 
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higher degree, tlian the basia of New-Lebanon. 
mbosomed in mountains, (at this time capped with 
irk clouds,) which, with tlieir lofty and apparently 
ipassable barriers, seem to shut it out from the rest 
F tlie world — verdant and beautiful in its slopes, 
dd in the plain by which they are terminated, and ex- 
ibiting a village, with a handsome church and steeple 
1 the bottom of the basin, it powerfully brought to 
iiy recollection, the valley of Castleton, in the Peak 
if Derbyshire. Between tlie two, there is certainly 
I striking resemblance, but with some points of dis- 
parity. 

The Derbyshire mountains are more lofty, and of 
course, more grand — ^those of New-Lebanon, while 
they are cultivated, in some places to their summits, 
ire also extensively crowned with forests, while the 
Derbyshire mountains are naked as a hillock, shorn 
by the scythe. The New-Lebanon scenery resem- 
Uesalso, that in the vicinity of the celebrated springs 
of Bath in England. 

At New-Lebanon, the principal lodging house is 
I situated on the slope of one of the high hills and 
■ Bear its summit. The view from the gallery, in the 
tont of this house, is very fine, and much resembles 
4at from the Crescent at Bath ; from the latter, yon 
lee a beautiful amphitheatre of hills, highly cultiva- 
ted and verdant, and possessing more wood than is 
common in England, but the view at Bath, although 
perhaps more beautiful, from cultivation, is less ex- 
tensive, and less magnificent and grand, than that at 
Xew-Lebanon. 
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On the side of the New-Lebanon basin, oppositi 
to the spring, at the distance of two miles and ai 
half, upon the declivity of the mountain, and nea 
its base, is tlie Shaker's village, which, with its greei 
fields and neat houses, is a pleasing object, in tlu 
f>utline of the picture. Nearer still, (as I have A 
ready remarked,) and in the very bottom of the ba- 
Fin, is tlic handsome village of New-Lebanon, com' 
posed of neat white houses, and a pretty cburcb 
with a spire ; and all around, are the grand slopes 6 
mountains which limit the view on every side, an( 
present fields, woods and rocks, and bold ridges, op 
on which the clouds often repose. 

Bristol spring in England is surrounded by th 
fine scenery of the Avon, and the romantic rock o 
St. Vincent impends over it, with a good degree o 
,^randeur, but even this scene is very limited com* 
pared with that of New-Lebanon, and when at tb 
Bristol spring, the observer is in a deep channel, b] 
the side of the river, and shut out completely firoB 
all prospect. From the top of St. Vincent's rock 
and from every part of Clifford, and the other emi 
nences around Bristol, and indeed from the uppe! 
street of the town itself, there are the finest views. 

The famous Springs at Ballston and Saratoga, an 
situated in disagreeable low bottoms, with scarce!] 
uny advantages of scenery, and with no attractions 
v^xcept those presented by the medicinal powers o 
ihe waters, by good cheer, and by genteel compa 
ly; t!ie first of these advantages is very great, an 
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those springs are, without doubt, one of the greatest 
aatural bounties of heaven to this country. The 
other two may be enjoyed at New-Lebanon, where 
we found pleasant company, and a house extremely 
comfortable, in every thing except the beds, which 
were very hard. 

For those who wish to enjoy fine rural scenery, 
bold, picturesque and beautiful, with the best moun- 
tain air, and such advantages to health, as this copi- 
ous fountain presents, nothing can be better in its 
Und than New-Lebanon. Its waters must be ad- 
mirable for bathing. 

New-Lebanon spring is twelve miles from Lenox 
and seventy miles from Hartford. 

It is situated just within the limits oi the State of 
Hew-York, and very near both the states of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut. A stone similar to a 
irile stone, denoting the boundary line between the 
'<aies of Massachusetts and New- York, occurs on 
Ae slope of the mountain, as we descend tov/ard 
4e village of the Shakers. 

In the valley of New-Lebanon, there is a family 
'wh which struck us on entering the village. It is 
*neat cemetery, covered by a high mound ; a mar- 
He table lies on the top, and (what constitutes its 
•jularity) it has a flag staff, similar to those in 
fctB; we supposed it must be a mausoleum for 
•oie military man, but we were informed that it 
»*5the vault of a private family, of the name of 



>«i 
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Hand, and that whenever any member of the fan 
dies, a black flag is hoisted on the flag staff. 

RIDE TO ALBANY. 

The morning after our arrival at the New-Le 
non spring, the equinoctial storm, which had nc 
deserted us, poured literally floods of rain ; they 
in torrents, down the steep hills of New-Lebai 
while the black clouds and the clusters of vapour h 
over the tops and around the sides of the mounta 
or, driven by the gusts of wind, swept with gloc 
grandeur, along the frowning ridges. It appee 
as if we were imprisoned for the day, and we so 
ed ourselves* with the pleasant society, of the si 
but intelligent party, which we found at the Spri 

About 10 o'clock, the rain so far ceased, that 
resumed, and afterwards continued our ride, 
though rain and sun-shine, and alternate current 
hot and cold air, made it a day of singular flue 
tion. 

Stephen-Town, Nassau and Schodack, thro 
which we passed, presented nothing particularly 
^ teresting. At Greenbush, we observed the ex 
sive barracks, erected during the late war, for 
iiccomraodation of the United States' troops ; 1m 
white, and standing upon elevated ground, they m 
a pleasing appearance — aside from the pensive s 
sations, associated with all military spectacles. J 
the river, we examined an abandoned pit, dug 
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coal, and a sulphureous mineral water ; the latter 
has been considerably spoken of, but, on the pres- 
ent occasion, was weak both in taste and smell, ow- 
ing, I suppose, to the recent heavy rains, and to its 
being left without any shelter to protect it from the 
weather. Some winters since, a bottle of it which 
had been brought to me, happened to freeze, and 
broke, when the offensive hepatic gas filled tlie 
house to the no small annoyance of the family. 

From the barracks, we descended a considerable 
hill, before we reached the bank of the river ; a horse- 
boat conveyed us over the Hudson, and before night, 
we were safely landed at a very comfortable house 
in the city of Albany. 

GEOL0GT. 



At New-Lebanon, a few miles east of the springs, 
the geology of the country undergoes a great change, 
and the whole tract, thence to Albany, is, without 
doubt, a transition country. Bluish grey transition 
lime stone, in immense strata, traversed by white 
veins of calcareous spar, is found at New-Lebanon. 
Its texture is nearly compact, its structure slaty, and 
its inclination to the horizon considerable. Grau- 
wacke makes its appearance, about seven miles on 
the road towards Albany, and continues to be abun- 
dant at intervals. Common transition slate and a 
red slaty rock of a very fine, and indeed almost im- 
perceptible griun, apparently between a sand stone 



64 TOUR BETWEEN HARTFORD AXD (QUEBEC, 

and a slate are abundant. The strata on the road 
are in many places, much decomposed. The slate 
thrown out of the pit at Greenbush, where the ex- 
cavation was made for coal, is evidently transition 
slate, having often a tortuous appearance and a gh's- 
tening surface, as if covered with a varnish or with 
plumbago. It is just such slate as is found in con- 
nection with the anthracite of Rhode-Island. It ap- 
pears therefore, that good bituminous coal is not to 
be expected at Greenbush ; the incombustible coal, 
the anthracite, may indeed be found, but it would 
be much less valuable than the other kind. 

I have several times had occasion to remark, that 
the picturesque features of a country depend very 
much on its geology. This remark is particularly 
verified by the country just spoken of. After leav- 
ing New-Lebanon, we soon lose that bold scenery 
which I have described, and which often so eminent- 
ly characterizes primitive countries. The transition 
lime-stone, I am aware, is occasionally Alpine in 
its appearance, as in the Peak of Derbyshire, and it 
is so in the New-Lebanon basin. 

But, the transition and slaty formation, which im- 
mediately succeeds, presents hills of moderate el- 
evation, without ridges, peaks, defiles or deep hol- 
lows, and bounded by gentle outlines and large 
curves. It would be too much to say, that this is the 
mvariable character of transition countries, but com- 
pared with the primitive in the immediate vicinity, 
I btlievo they usually possess this appearance. 
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We must not, however, insist with too much rigor 
upon the application of the systematic arrangements 
of other countries to this. Many parts of our prim- 
itive formations, occupy a low level, and some of 
our primitive slaty rocks are not highly inclined in 
relation to the horizon.* 

The ridges of greenstone trap at Greenfield, in 
Massachusetts, are higher than the granite of North- 
field and Montague, in the same vicinity, and at Lev- 
orett, the granite is low, and the puddingstone rises 
to the heighth of five or six hundred feet, and far 
above the granite. The Sugar-Loaf Mountain, in 
the southern part of Deerfield, is composed of con- 
glomerate, and is five hundred feet high above the 
contiguous plain. Mount Toby, on the opposite 
side of the river in Sunderland, Is between eight and 
nine hundred feet high, and these hills are higher 
than the greenstone, granite and other rocks in that 
region.f 

ALBANY. 

Albany contains from ten to twelve thousand in- 
habitants, and is the second city in the State (we 
might almost say empire,) of New- York. Its lati- 
tude is 42^ 38' N. ; it is one hundred and sixty miles 
from New- York, and one hundred sixty-four from 

• This is the fact with vast ledges of gneiss on the southern and 
eastern ibores of lake Cbatoplain. '^ 

t See Mr. Hitchcock's account of Deerfield. kc. — American 
louroal of Science, £^. — Vol I. 
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Boston. It rises, for the most part, rapidly from 
the river, and exhibits a very handsome appearance 
from the Greenbush side. The greater part of tlie 
population, however, is on the flat ground, immedi- 
ately contiguous to the river, where the Dutch, who 
founded the town, first commenced building, agree- 
ably to their established habits in Holland. In- 
stances arc innumerable, where people continue 
from habit, what was at first begun from necessity, 
and this seems to have been the fact in the present 
case. The town extends about two miles north 
and south, on the river, and in the widest part, 
nearly one mile east and west. It is perfectly com- 
pact — closely built, and as far as it extends, has the 
appearance of a great city. It hsr^ numerous streets, 
lanes, and alleys, and in all of them, there is the 
same closeness of building, and the same city-like 
appearance. 

The principal streets and especially Market, 
State and Pearl streets, are spacious, and the hous- 
es in general, are handsome and commodious ; ma- 
ny are large, and a few arc splendid. State-street 
is very wide, and rises rapidly from the rivei^ up a 
considerably steep hill. The Capitol stands at the 
bead of it. This is a large and handsome building 
of stone,* furnished with good rooms for the govem- 

*I could not but regret that the tessellated rnarble pavement of 
the vestibule, otherwise very handsome, was shamefully dirtied bj 
tobacco spittle : such a thing would not be suffered in Europe. 
It b however, unfortunately, only a sample of the too general 
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ment and courts of law; in the decorations and furn- 
iture of some of these apartments, there is a good 
degree of elegance, and even some splendor. — 
There is also a State Library, just begun ; it does 
not yet contain one thousand volumes, but they are 
well selected, and a fund of five hundred dollars 
per annum is provided for its increase, besides three 
thousand dollars granted by the legislature to com- 
mence the collection. 

The view from the Balcony of tlie Capitol is 
rich and magnificent : the mountains of Vermont 
and of the Catskill are the most distant objects, and 
the banks of the river are very beautiful, on account 
of the fine verdure and cultivation, and of the nu- 
merous pretty eminences, which bound its mead- 
ows. 

The Academy of Albany, situated on the Capi- 
tol Hill, is a nobk building, of Jersey free stone. 

Although it has (as stated to me by Dr. B ) 

cost ninety thousand dollars, only the lower rooms 
are finished. Schools are, however, maintained, in ^. 
' it, for nearly two hundred children, and it is pros- 
perous under the able direction of Dr. T. R. Beck, 
and of several assistant teachers. 

This Institution was erected at the expence of 
the city of Albany, and is honourable to its munifi- 
cence, although a plainer building, which, wli^n 

treatment of public buildings, and jr.laces in the United States. 
•od constitutes no peculiar topic of re[>roarJ), in this ;ii5ian«c ; but, 
it U p«rltculurly olf«i;*ive in so line a building. 
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completely finished, would have cost much less 
mopey, would probably have been equally useful, 
and might have left them, out of their ninety tbbu- 
sand dollars, a handsome fund, in addition to what 
they now possess. 

There is a large and convenient brick building 
for a Lancasterian school, but I did not go into it. 

Among the interesting things of Albany is the 
seat of the late General Schuyler, situated quite in 
the country, at the south end of the town. It is 
memorable, principally, from its historical associa- 
tions. It was the seat of vast hospitality and the 
resort of the great men of the revolution. 

Even Gen. Burgoyne, with his principal officers, 
was lodged and entertained there, after his surren- 
der, although he had devastated Gen. Schuyler's 
beautiful estate at Saratoga, and burned his fine 
country seat. 

The house of the late Gen. Schuyler, is spacious 
and in its appearance, venerable ; it has, long since, 
passed away from the family, and is now possessed 
by a furrier. 

At the opposite, or northern extremity of Alba- 
ny, and almost equally in the country, is situated 
the seat of the patroon. Gen. Stephen Van Rensse- 
laer. It is well known, that he possesses a vast pat- 
rimonial estate of forty miles square, lying in the 
vicinity of Albany, which has descended, unbroken, 
from his early American ancestors. Such a phe- 
omenon, in a republican country, is very remarka- 
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ble, and cannot fail, in spite of our early prejudices 
and the strong bias of national feelings, to excite a 
degree of admiration, if not of veneration. We are 
still more disposed to indulge these feelings, when 
we find the hereditary possession of such wealth, 
associated with distinguished excellence, in public 
and private life, with the most amiable and unas- 
suming manners, and with a princely, although dis- 
criminating liberality. 

The house (w^hich was built by the father of the 
present patroon,) is a palace. It stands on the flat 
ground, by the river, and looks down market sl^et, 
which here terminates abruptly. The hous^has in 
the rear, nothing but green fields and beautiful ru- 
ral scenes. It is embowered in grov^es, and Shrub- 
bery, and reminded me powerfully, of some of tlie 
fine villas in Holland, Ito which, both in situation 
and appearance, it bears a strong resemblance. 

Among the gentry and professional and literary 
men of Albany, there are individuals of distinguish- 
ed eminence. But, eminent men, of our own time 
and country, are rather too near, for much minute- 
ness of delineation. Were it not for the restraint 
tbus imposed by delicacy, it would be a task, by no 
means ungrateful, to draw likenesses from the life, 
and to exhibit the combined effect of talent, learn- 
ing, and social virtues. An American in Europe, 
is free from this embarrassment, and should he 
4ere discover a mind of amazing vigor and activi- 
ty — always glowing — always on tlie wing — replete 

7 
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with various and extensive knowledge, flowing out 
in the most rapid, ardent and impressive eloquence] 
while simplicity and familiarity of manners were as- 
sociated with a high minded integrity, and indepen- 
dence, be would fearlessly pronounce the possessor 
of such qualities an original and captivating man. 

Albany is the great thoroughfare and resort of 
the vast western regions of the State ; its streets are 
very bustling ; it is said that two thousand waggons 
sometimes pass up and down State-street in a day ; 
it mugt hereafter become a great inland city. 

](^tands near the head of sloop navigation and 
of tideiwater : sloops of eighty tons come up to the 
town, besides the steam-boats of vastly greater ton- 
nage, but of a moderate draught of water. 

In addition to the public buildings, that have been 
already mentioned, Albany has a City-Hall, a Jail, 
an Aims-House, a State Arsenal, two Market-Hous- 
es, four Banks, a Museum, eleven houses of public 
worship, and a public Library containing about four 
thousand volumes.* 

The private library of Chancellor Kent, does 
honour to him and to learning. It contains between 
two and three thousand volumes of choice books. 
The collection on jurisprudence, embraces not only 
the English, but the civil and French law. It con- 
tains Latin, Greek, English and French Classics — 
belles lettres—history— biography— travels, and books 
in most branches of human learning. The numerous 

* Worcester's Gazetteer. 
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manusciipt remarks aad annotations, on the blank 
leaves and margins of the books, evince that thej 
are not a mere pageant., and at a future day will form 
some of the most interesting of our literary relics. 

The situation of Albany is salubrious, and emi- 
nently happy, in relation to the surrounding coun- 
ny, which is populous and fertile. No one can 
estimate the importance of the regions west, which, 
in their progressive increase, and aided by the stu- 
pendous canal, now in progress, must pour a great 
part of their treasures through this channel. 

Albany has been memorable in American histo- 
ry. It was the rendezvous, and the point of- de- 
parture, for most of those armicis, which, whether 
sent by the mother country, or, raised by the colo- 
nies themselves, for the conquest of the Gallo- 
American dominions, and of the savages, so often, 
during the middle periods of the last century, exci- 
ted, and more than once, disappointed the hopes of 
the empire. It was scarcely less conspicuous in the 
same manner, during the war of the revolution and 
during the late war with Great Britain. Few places, 
on this side of the Atlantic, have seen more of mar- 
tial array, or heard more frequently the dreadful 
" note of preparation." Still, (except perhaps iu 
some of the early contests, with the Aborigines) it 
has never seen an enemy ; a hostile army has 
never encamped before it ; nor have its women and 
children ever seen " the smoke of an enemy's 
camp.'- 
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More than once, however, has a foreign enemy, 
after fixing his destination for Albany, been either 
arrested, and turned back in his career, or visited 
the desired spot in captivity and disgrace. 

The French invasions from Canada never came 
nearer than Schenectady.* In 1777, the porten- 
tous advances of the British armies from Quebec, 
and of the British fleets and armies, from New- 
York, threatening a junction at Albany, and filling 
the new States with alarm, and the Cabinet of St* 
James with premature exultation, met a roost sig- 
nal discomfiture. 

Albany was the seat of the great convention, held 
in 1754, for the purpose of bringing about a con- 
federation of the Colonies, for their mutual def mce 
nnd general benefit, and it has been signalized, by 
not a few other meetings, for momentous public 
purposes. 

We passed a part of three days in Albany, and 
were not without strong inducements to protract our 
stay. The public houses arc excellent, aflford- 
iug every accommodation and comfort, with that 
cjuiet and retirement, and that prompt civility, so 
commonly found in English Inns, and which, until 
within a few years, were so rare in those of Ameri- 
ca. Polished and enlightened society, and the 
courtesies of hospitality held out still stronger at- 

- In 1690, Schenectady was suddenly assaulted, in the night, 
liy (he French and Indians, and its miserable inhabitants either 
mas.iacrod, or dragged, in the depth of winter, into captivity. 
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fractions, but our allotments of time did not permit 
us to remain any longer, and we hastened to set our 
faces towards the British dominions. 



BANKS OF THE HUDSON, ABOVE ALBANY. 

We determined to go by Whitehall, as we wish- 
ed to avail ourselves, of the rapid and comfortable 
conveyance, to the confines of Canada, now estab- 
lished on Lake Champlain. Being unwilling how- 
ever, to pass rapidly by, or entirely to avoid, all 
the interesting objects on the road, we adopted such 
an arrangement, as might permit us to. take the 
banks of the Hudson and Lake George in our 
route. Indeed, from Albany, upon the course pro- 
posed, every part of our way was to be over classic- 
al ground. History sheds a deeper interest over 
no portion of the North American States. He who 
venerates the virtues and the valour, and commis- 
serates the sufferings of our fathers, and he, who 
views, with gratitude and reverence, the deliveran- 
ces which heaven has wrought for this land, will 
iread with awe, on every foot of ground between 
Albany and the northern lakes. 

We were obliged, on this occasion, to deny our- 
selves a visit to Schenectady, and its rising literary 
institution, and to the waters of Ballston and Sara- 
toga. Leaving them therefore to the left, we pro- 
ceeded along the banks of the Hudson, principally 
on the western shore. 

7* 
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This is a channing ride. The road is very gc 

aod absolutely without a hill ; the river, often pi 

and smooth, but sometimes disturbed by a ro 

bottom, is almost constantly in sight, and fl 

through beautiful meadows, which are commc 

bounded, at small distances from the Hudson 

verdant hills, of moderate height, and gentle 

clivity. The strata of rocks are, almost invaria 

the transition slate. They present scarcely 

variety* The direction of the strata is so nc 

that of the river, that they form but an inconsid 

ble angle with it ; they often protrude their e< 

into view, because they have a very high inclins 

to the horizon, apparently about 45°,* or, perl 

in some instances, a few degrees less. The ro 

easily broken up, and reduced to small fragme 

and therefore forms an excellent material for 

roads. The banks of the river frequently pres< 

natural barrier, formed by the same kind of r 

Xearly six miles from Albany, we crossed the 

into Troy. 

SINGULAR HORSE FERRY-BOAT. 

The ferry-boat is of most singular construe 
A platform covers a wide flat boat. Underr 
the platform, there is a large horizontal solid w 
which extends to the sides of the boat ; and 1 

• I bad no opportuDity to judge, except by tlie eye, as we 
along. 
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the platfonn, or deck, is cut through, and removed, 
so as to afford sufficient room, for two horses to 
stand on the flat surface of the wheel, one horse on 
each side, and parallel to the gunwale of the boat. 
The horses are harnessed, in the usual manner for 
teams — the whiffle trees being attached to stout 
iron bars, fixed horizontally, at a proper height, into 
posts, which are a part of the fixed portion of the 
boat. The horses look in opposite directions, one 
to the bow, and the other to the stern ; their feet 
take hold of channels, or grooves, cut in the wheels, 
in the direction of radii; they press forward, and, al- 
though they advance not, any more than a squirrel, in 
a revolving cage, or than a spit dog at his work, their 
feet cause the horizontal wheel to revolve, in a direc- 
tion opposite to that of their own apparent motion ; this, 
by a connection of cogs, moves tTvo vertical wheels, 
•one on each wing of the boat, and these, being con- 
structed like the paddle wheels of steam-boats, pro- 
duce the same effect, and propel the boat forward. 
The horses are covered by a. roof, furnished with 
curtains, to protect them in bad weather ; and do 
not appear to labour harder than common draft 
horses, with a heavy load. 

The inventor of this boat, is Mr. Lancdon, of 
Whitehall, and it claims the important advantages of 
simplicity, cheapness and effect. At first view, 
the labour appears like a hardship upon the horses, 
Lut, probably this is an illusion, as it seems very im- 
matcM'ial to their comfort, whether they advance w\\\\ 
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their load, or cause the basis, on which they labour 
to recede. 



TROY, LANSI>'GBURGH, AND WATERFORD. 

Troy, six miles north of Albany, is a beautifu 
city, handsomely built, and regularly laid out ; it 
appearance is very neat ; it stands principally o] 
the flat ground, by the Hudson — contains five thou 
sand inhabitants — a c^urt-house, jail, market-house 
and two banks, a public library, a Lancasteriai 
school, and five places of public worship. It ha 
an intelligent and polished population, and a largi 
share of wealth. A number of its gentlemen hav( 
discovered their attachment to science, by the in 
stitution of a Lyceum of Natural History, which 
fostered by the activity, zeal, and intelligence of it 
members, and of its lecturer, Mr. Eaton, promise 
to be a public benefit, and to elevate the characte 
of the place. 

Near it, on the opposite side of the river, are ex 
tensive and beautiful barracks, belonging to th< 
United States, with a large park of artillery. Be 
low the town, are fine mill seats, on which are al 
ready established, several important manufactures 
for which kind of employments, Troy appears verj 
favourably situated. Small sloops come up to thi 
town, which, for size, and importance, is the third 
or fourth in the stato. 
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We liad to regret that the arrangements of our 
journey did not permit us to pass as much time in 
Troy, as, under other circumstances, would have 
been both useful and agreeable. 

Lansingburgh, through which we passed, three 
miles nortli of Troy, is inferior to it in the number 
and quality of its buildings. Its population is not 
br from two thousand. It is a large and handsome 
settlement, situated, principally, on one street, and 
has an academy, a bank, and four* places of public 
Worship. Sloops come up to this place, and it en- 
joys a considerable trade. 

It was formerly more flourishing, than at present. 
Troy has, for a good many years, gained the pre- 
eminence, and seems likely to retain it. 

Watcrford is a pretty village, of one thousand in- 
habitants, and stands on the western bank of the 
Budson, at its confluence with the Mohawk, where 
several islands, producing the appearance of several 
rooutlis, give diversity to a very beautiful scene. It 
IS ten miles north of Albany. From the Lan- 
ringburgh side, we crossed into it, over a commodi- 
ous bridge. The name of this place, was formerly 
Half-Moon point. It is memorable, as having been 
temost southern point, to which the American 
•nny, under General Schuyler, retreated, before 
Ae then victorious General Burgoyne. In the con- 
Mjuous islands, in the mouth of the Mohawk, they 
^k their stand, and were preparing to form a 

* Worcester's Gazetteer. 



78 TOUft BETWEEN HABTFORD AND (tVEBEC. 

camp, so stroDgy that their enemy would not be a 
to force it. This was in August, 1777. On the 1 
of that month. General Schuyler was superceded 
command by General Gates. Colonel Morgan's 
giment of riflemen, dispatched from the main ar 
by General Washington, arrived on the 23d ; i 
on the 8th of September, the army again tun 
noi^hward, and marched to Stillwater, to face Gei 
ral Burgoyne. From this place, therefore, we arc 
pass over the most interesting scenes of that ca 
paign. 

GENERAL BURGOYNE'S EXPEDITION. 

Of that momentous period, I am not now abc 
to re-write the history, which may be found, p 
haps, sufficiently detailed, in various authors.^ B 
in travelling over ground, which has been the see 
of memorable actions, it is both instructive and : 
teresting, to advert concisely, to some of the m 
prominent events. 

In May, 1775, Ticonderoga, and Crown Pol 
and the small marine force on the lake, had be 
taken by surprise, by the Americans, led by Colon 
Allen and Arnold, and thus, the command of 1 
lakes George and Champlain, had been acquii 

* Ramsay's History of tbe American Revolution, Gordon's 1 
tory, Marshall's Life of Wasiiington, Wilkinson's Memoirs, i 
nual Register, Burgoyne's Sfa'c oi tbe Expedition from Ca 
da, &c. 
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without bloodshed, and with comparatively little 
effort. 

This opened the way for the invasion of Canada, 
which was undertaken, in form, in the summer of 
1775, it being supposed that the Canadians were 
disaffected to the British government, and needed 
iKthing, but the appearance of an American army, 
[to induce a general revolt. 

Accordingly, in September, 1775, General Schuy- 
Ikr, with General Montgomery, proceeded to the So- 
ld river, and took post at the Isle-aux-Noix, eight or 
lime miles above St. Johns, and eleven below the 
|i{;ress of the river from Lake Champlain. 

General Schuyler falling sick, the command devol- 
on General Montgomery, who, in the course of 
weeks, reduced the forts of St. Johns and 
JChambly, on the river Sorel, and captured Mon- 
[teal, and the towns of Sorel, and the Trois Revie- 

!, on the St. Lawrence. Early in December, he 

led a junction with General Arnold, who, in No- 

Nmber, arrived at Point Levi, opposite to Quebec, 

|wilh the little army which he commanded, (having 

iTersed tlie hideous wilderness between the Ken- ' 
Jc and St. Lawrence rivers,) and the two ar- 
ises united, scarcely equalling one thousand men, 
[fn^ceeded, in due form, to invest Quebec. 

The siege, from the want of heavy cannon, prov- 
ing ineffectual, they made a desperate assault, on 
[4e last day of December. This terminatedin the 
[fcath of Montgomery, and the defeat of the enter- 
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prise ; the army, however, kept its ground, in 
vicinity of Quebec, till spring, and maintained, p 
ly a siege, and partly a blockade of the place. 

On the return of spring, and the arrival of Bri 
reinforcements, the American army gradually n 
ed up the St. Lawrence ; and, although largely 
inforced, from time to time, till it eventually amoi 
ed to eight thousand men, it was not able to re 
possession of the country ; but, by degrees, 9 
various conflicts, more or less important, relinqu 
ed all that had been gained, by so much effort 
blood. 

In June, 1776, the evacuation of Canada 
complete, and the great objects, originally in vi 
of uniting Canada to the states, and of preven 
invasion from that quarter, were entirely defea 
Still, the Americans held the command of the la 
and Sir Guy Carleton, who commanded in Cam 
made such astonishing efforts to prepare a ni 
that, by the autumn of- 1776, he had a force m 
superior to that of the Americans. 

A desperate conflict ensued, in October of 
same year ; and General Arnold, who comman 
the American flotilla, although he did every tli 
which valour could accomphsh, witnessed the c 
plete destruction of this little navy. 

Thus the principal obstacles, that prevented 
invasion of the new States, from Canada, were 
moved, and the tide of war, with a powerful rel 
was soon to roll back from the North. 
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The troops, destined for the intended invasion, 
were already in Canada, and General Burgoyne, their 
future commander, returned to England in the au- 
tumn of 1776, to digest the plan of the intended 
campaign. By an exertion of arbitrary authority, 
be was made to supercede General Sir Guy Carleton, 
who had commanded, with much ability, during the 
preceding campaign, and whose only fault, in the 
?iew of the English ministry, was, probably, his 
kmanity and clemency to the Americans ; his 
magnanimity, however, led him still to do every 
filing in his power to forward the service. In the 
^>ring of 1777, General Burgoyne returned to Cana- 
da, took the command, and the armament proceeded 
OQ its destination. 

It was led by accomplished and experienced oili- 
eers ; — it was furnished with a most formidable train 
of brass artillery, and with all the apparatus,' stores, 
tod equipments, which the nature of the service 
required, and which the art of man had invented. 
Veteran corps of the best troops of Britain and 
Germany, formed almost the whole of this dreaded 
mny, while Canadians, and American loyalists, fur- 
Bished it with rangers, scouts, and spies, and a nu- 
ticrous array of savages, with their own dress, and 
Weapons, and with tlieir own characteristic ferocity, 
increased the terrors of its approach. It numbered, ac- 
cording to common estimation, ten thousand strong, 
including every description of force ; an army, which, 
considering the theatre of action, wa» equaV to Xe^ 

8 
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times that number in the ordinary wars of Europe. 
It is probable, liowever, tliat this force was some- 
what overrated, by the Amerieans, as the regular ' 
iroops did not exceed, (according to the statemeot j 
of the British officers,) seven thousand men. Un- i 
molested in its progress, from St. John's, up the 
lake, it landed and invested Ticonderoga on the. 
tlrst and second days of July. 

This post, the key of the North, had not been ff 
tempted by Sir Guy Carleton, after tlie destructi 
of the American flotilla, in the preceding Octob 
It had, in the mean time, been strengthened by ai 
ditional works, and men, and the command of 
committed to General St. Clair, an officer of the hi] 
est standing. The country looked to him for avij 
orous defence, and expected that he would stem 
tide of invasion, and fix bounds to its proud 
lows. But, that country, little knew the reaUy fi 
ble, and ill provided state of the garrison, and 
utter incomi)etency, to contend with .the formidai 
army by which it was now invested. Had it b 
even much stronger than it was, its strength wo 
have been rendered unavailing, by the unexpe 
occupancy of Sugar Loaf Hill, or Mount Defian 
hitherto deemed inaccessible, and equally negle 
ed, by all previous commanders, whether Fren 
British or Americans, and had the latter » 
thought proper to possess it, they could not hv 
spared troops for the purpose. From this comple 



TOUR BETWEEN HARTFORD AND <^U£B£C. 83 

tnmanding, and very contiguous position,* General 
u^oyne was already prepared, to pour down into 
J garrison, a certain and deadly fire from his ar- 
ery ; while, not an effective shot could be re- 
•ned. 

The Eagle; perched in the covert of the rock, 
s poising his wings to dart upon the de- 
iceless prey, that was crouching beneath him, 
d nothing but precipitate flight could save the 
jtim. Accordingly, on the night of the fifth of 
ly, Ticonderoga was abandoned : llie baggage, 
>res, hospita], ordnance and moveable provisions 
ure dispatched to Skeensborough, by water, in the 
de American flotilla, while the main body of the 
rrison, having crossed the l;ike to Fort Indepen- 
mcc, defiled to llie left, into Vennont. They 
pre closely pursued by a detachment of ihe British, 
ader General Frazer, and of the Germans under 
boeral Reidesel, who, the next day, brought them 
• action, and the obstinate and sanguinary conflicts 
^Hubberton, evinced, tliat althouglv in retreat, they 
re still very formidable. This little army led by 
ineral St. Clair, after a circuitous march, reached 
Hudson, at Batten Kill, and soon joined General 
myler, who, with the main army, was a few 
above, at Fort Edward. General Burgoyne, 
the great body of the British troops, proceed- 

[ *Only one thousand four hundred yards, from Ticonderoga, 
one tlionsand five hundred from Mount Independence, on 
►opposite shore. — (General Bw'i^oi;ne.) 
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ed; in pursuit of his enemy, up the lake, to Skeens 
borough, and destroyed the American flotilla, bag 
gage and stores, while General Philips with most o 
the stores of General Burgoyne, went up lah 
George, to Fort George, situated at its head. .Gen- 
eral Schuyler's array continued to retfeat, down tlM 
Eludson, to Saratoga and Stillwater, and, at list, 
to Van Shaick's island, in the mouth of the Mohawkf 
where it took post, on the eighteentli of August. 

From Skeensborough, General Burgoyne, wA 
extreme difficulty, and after several weeks of seyeri 
labour, and one considerable battle near fort 
cleared the passage to Fort Edward ; for Gem 
Schuyler, in consequence of General Burgo] 
lialling, nearly three weeks, at Skeensborough, 
lime to throw very formidable obstructions in 
way. He felled innumerable trees into W< 
Creek, and across the roads, by Fort Anne; he 
molisr^hed bridges, and by every other means in 
power, so impeded his march, that tlie British 
did not arrive at Fort Edward, on the Hudson, 
the 30th of July. A junction was at length foi 
at this place, between the main body, and the 
sion that went by lake George. 

Ill order to enable General Burgoyne to 
down the Hudson, it was necessary to transport 
stores, boats and ammunition, a distance of si: 
miles, over a very difficult country, from 
George to Fort Edward. But still on the fifte 
of August, there was at Fort Edward, only four Ci«j 
jprovisien in advance. 
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On the sixteenth, Colonel Baum, who with his 
Germans, had been detached by Burgoyne, to seize a 
magazine of stores at Bennington, in Vermont, and 
to countenance the loyalists in that quarter, was to- 
Mlly defeated and slain, by General Stark ; most of 
his detachment were either killed or made prisoners ; 
and Colonel Breyman, who had been sent to succour 
Baum, and who arrived on the same ground, a few 
bours after the battle, was also defeated, and with 
extreme difficulty, regained the main army with the 
greater part of his troops. 

In the mean time, Colonel St. Leger, in conse- 
foence of an arrangement, made in England, had 
proceeded, early in August, with an army of British 
and Indians, to attack Fort Stanw*i>, called also Fort 
Schuyler, on the Mohawk. This was intended to 
dperate, as a diversion in favour of Burgoyne; to 
listract the Americans, and, in case of success, to 
bring down a powerful force, upon their flank. 

This expedition was attended with some success, 
n the defeat of Colonel Herkimer, who fell into an 
imbuscade, while advancing with the militia, of the 
ricinity, to relieve the Fort ; he was slain, \viih ma- 
ny of his parly ; but a successful sally from the 
Fort — ^the reported advance of General Arnold, with 
tforce greatly magnified by the artful representations 
•f some friendly Indians, and the fears and fickle- 
Mss of the savages, in the British army, eventually 
pbfeated Si. Leger's expedition, and caused him to , 
Retreat, in extreme confusior> and distress. 
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Thus, General Burgoyne was disappointed of i 
collateral aid, from St. Leger, and the signal del 
at Bennington, not only deprived him of any sup 
of provisions, from that source, but lost him a si 
part of the regular troops in his army, and revea 
the important secret, that regular troops could 
beaten by militia. These events revived the co 
age of the Americans, gave them time to raUy { 
to recruit their armies, and very materially emb 
rassed and retarded the movements of General B 
goyne. 

To retreat was to abandon the objects of his < 
pedition, and to disappoint the expectations of 
government; to advance, although with increas 
difficulties, and dangers, was therefore the only 
lernative. Accordingly, on the thirteenth and fo 
leenth of September, he passed the Hudson riv 
on a bridge of boats, not far from Fort Mill 
rind advanced, without any material opposition, 
Saratoga and Stillwater, till, on the seventeen 
his advanced guard was within four miles of i 
American army, now returning northward. On 1 
eighteenth, the fronts of the two armies were 
most in contact, and some skirmishing ensued, 1 
without bringing on a general engagement. 

Thus, we have passed in very rapid review, i 
principal events, which preceded, and induced 1 
4?risis of General Burgoyne's expedition. The t 
i^rmies were now so situated that the catastrof 
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coold not long be averted, and the four succeeding 
• weeks, were pregnant with dangers and difficulties, 
and fruitful in the waste of human life. 



We had so arranged our journey, as to lodge at 
Stillwater, and we were even desirous to stay in the 
fery house, which in the plans, accompanying Gen- 
end Burgoyne's " State of the expedition from 
Canada," is called " Swords' house." 

This small house, which is still in tolerable re- 
Jiir, and is now kept as a tavern, was, for some 
line, the British head quarters, and hospital, .and 
was rendered very memorable by the events which 
happened in and near it. 

We arrived, at night fall, in the midst of a hard 
rain; obtained the refreshments we needed, and 
made ourselves comfortable for the night. Willing 
to arrest the impressions of the moment, I wrote 
down such thoughts as the scene suggested. 

SWORDS' HOUSE AT STILLWATER— 2^no'c/of* a/ mg/i/. 

I 

We are now on memorable ground. Here, much 
pecious blood was shed, and now, in tlie silence 
•ad solitude of a very dark and rainy night — the 
Wily asleep, and nothing heard but the rain and 
^^ Hudson, gently murmuring along, I am writing 
»n the very house ; and my table stands, on the very 
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spot in the room where General Frazer breathed 
his last, on the eighth of October, 1777. 

He was mortally wounded in the last of the two 
desperate battles fought on the neighbouring heights, 
and, in the midst of the conflict, was brought to this 
house, by the soldiers. Before me lies one of the 
bullets, shot on that occasion ; they are often found, 
in ploughing the battle field. 

Blood is asserted, by the people of the house, 
to have been visible here, on the floor, till a very 
recent period. 

General Frazer was high in command, in the Brit- 
' ish army, and was almost idolized by them : they had 
the utmost confidence in his skill and valour, and 
that the Americans entertained a similar opinion of 
him, is sufficiently evinced, by the following anec- 
dote, related to me at Ballston Springs, in 1797, by 
tho Hon. Richard Brent, then a member of Con- 
gress, from Virginia,* who derived the fact from 
General Morgan's own mouth. 

In the battle of October the seventh, the last pitch- 
ed battle, that was fought between the two armies. 
General Frazer, mounted on an iron grey horse, was 
very conspicuous. He was all activity, courage^ 
and vigilance, riding from one part of his division 
to another, and animating the troops by his exam- 
ple. Wherever he was present, every thing pros- 
pered, and, when confusion appeared in any part of 



/ 
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the line, ordef and energy were restored by his ar- 
rival. 

Colonel Morgan,* with his Virginia riflemen, was 
immediately opposed to Frazer's division of the 
army. 

It had been concerted, before the commence- 
ment of the -battle, that while the New-Hampshire 
and the New- York troops, attacked the British left, 
Colonel Morgan with his regiment of Virginia rifle- 
men, should make a circuit so as to come upon the 
British right, and attack them there. In this attempt, 
he was favoured by a woody hill, to the foot of 
which the British right extended. When the at- 
tack commenced on the British. left, " true to his 
pmrpose, Morgan, at this critical moment, poured 
down, like a torrent from the hill, and attacked tlie 
right of the enemy in front and flank."f The right 
wing soon made a movement to support the left, 
[which was assailed with increased violence, and 
while executing this movement, General Frazer re- 
ceived his mortal wound. 

In the midst of this sanguinary battle. Colonel 
Morgan took a few of his best riflemen aside ; men 
in whose fidelity, and fatal precision of aim, he 
could repose the most perfect confidence, and said 
lothepi : "that gallant oflicer is General Frazer; I 

•Afterwards General Morgan — ihe hero of the battle of the 
Cowpens, and distinguished through the whole war, by a series ef 
(be most Important services. 

t WilkinsorV Memoir^, Vo'. I p. 268 
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» 

admire and respect hira^ but it is necessary that 
should die — take your stations in that wood, and 
your duty." Within a fe*^ moments General Fras 
fell, mortally wounded.* 

How far, such personal designation is jiislifial 
has often been questioned, but those who vindic 
war at all, contend, that to shoot a distinguished o 
cer, and thus to accelerate the conclusion of a bloc 
battle, operates to save lives, and that it is, morai 
no worse, 16 kill an illustrious, than an obscure 
dividual ; a Fkazer, than a common soldier ; 
Nelson,! than a common sailor. But, there 
something very revolting to humane feelings, in 
mode of warfare, which converts its ordinary chan< 
into a species of military execution. Such instj 
cos, were, however, frequent, during the campaign 
General Hurgoyne; and his aid, Sir Francis Cla 
and many other British officers, were victims 
American marksmanship.' 

The Baroness Reidesel, the lady of Major Gt 
cral the Baron Reidesel, in some very interest! 
letters of hers, published at Berlin, in 1800, and 
part republished in translation, in Wilkinson's n 
moirs, states that she, with her three little childri 
(for she had, with this tender charge, followed 1 

* lie was siijiporled on his horse by I wo oflScer?, till be reac! 
his tent ; he said that he saw the man who shot him, that be w 
rifleman, and posted in a tree. 

1 Nelson was killed by a sharp shooter from tbe tops of 
Santissima Trinidadn. 
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brtunes of her husband, across the Atlantic, and 
lirough the horrors of the campaign) occupied this 
DOUse, which was the only refuge, within protection 
of the British army. The rooms which it contain- 
ed remain, to this day, as they then were, although 
»me other rooms have been since added. 

The house stood at that time, perhaps one hun- 
ted yards from the river, at the foot of the hill ; it 
tas afterwards removed to the road side, close by 
river, where it now stands. 
The Baroness, with her little children, occupied 
room, in which we took tea, and General Fra- 
f hen brought in wounded, was laid in the other 
m. nn fact, as it was the only shelter that re- 
el stiSding, it was soon converted into a hos- 
il, and many other wounded and dying officers 
re brought to this melancholy refuge, 
bus a refined and delicate lady, educated in all 
((pTnce of affluence and of elevated rank, with 
litlle children, was compelled to witness the 
ies of bleeding and dying men, among whom, 
e of her husband's and of her own particular 
ttds, expired before her eyes. She imparted to 
m of her few remaining comforts and soothed 
by offices of kindness. This distinguished 
was not without female companions, who 
ed her distresses, or felt with keenness their 
misfortunes. Among them was lady Harriet 
ickland, the wife of Major Ackland, who com- 
ded the British grenadiers. Every thing ^at 
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lias been said of the Baroness Reidese], wiD app 
to her. News came, from time to time, from i 
heights, that one officer and another was kiUedi m 
'dmong the rest that Major Ackland was desperate 
wounded, and a prisoner with the enemy. 

Major, (called in General Burgoyne's oamtiw 
Cftlonfl) Ackland, had been wounded in the hril 
of Hubberton, but had recovered, and resumed I 
command of the Grenadiers. He was woondd 
the second time, in the battle of October 7, ■ 
found by General (then Colonel Wilkinson,) iq 
gives the following interesting statement of the 

rence :* " with the troops, I pursued 

])ressed, flying enemy, passing over killed 
ded, until I heard one exclaim, ^pra^tX^ 
ii^ainst this boy.' Turning my eyes, it was. 
fortune to arrest the purpose of a lad, thirte< 
fourteen years old, in the act of takin 
wounded officer, who lay in the angle S 
fence. Inquiring his rank, he answered, 
honour to command the Grenadiers ;" of cou 
knew him to be Major Ackland, who had bd 
brought from the field to this place, on the back] 
a Captain Shrimpton, of his own corps, underl 
heavy fire, and was deposited here, to save the 
of both."t 

* Memoirs, Vol. I. pa. 271. 
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t Anbury relntcs, (Travels, vol. I. pa. 3M,) tbat after Ackli| 
was Jeposilcd, hy CnjUain Shrimpton, he offered fifty gainNt 
the Circaadieri, who were flyiog by hiiDf if any oae of Ibtn, woi 



T01TB BETWEEN HARTFeiU> ANi> ^^UBSe. 93 

'**I dismouDtedf took him by the hand and ex- 
\d hopes that he was not badly wounded ; ' not 
r/ replied this gallant officer, and accomplished 
lemaa, ^but very inconveniently, I am shot 
igh both legs; will you, Sir, have the good- 
to have me conveyed to your camp f I direct- 
ly servant to alight, and we lifted Ackland into 
[die servant's) seat, and ordered him to be con- 
>d to head quarters." 

ro other ladies, who were in the same house 

madam Reidcsel, received news, the one, that 

isband was wounded, and the other, that hers 

1 ; and the Baroness herself, expected, eve- 

»meftt to hear similar tidings; for the Baron's 

/as Cjd^mander in chief, of the German troops, 

id him to be frequently exposed to the most 

Lent perils. 

Baroness Reidesel, gives, in her narrative, 

|ring recital, respecting General Frazer's 

^"severe trials, awaited us, and on the 7tli of 

Sber, our misfortunes began ; I was at breakfast, 

bim into camp; that a very stout Grenadier, undertook 
being overtaken by the Americans, both were made pris- 
Anbuiy's book, however, although it contains many inter- 
OGcarrences, which so far as they are stated, on his own 
!ge, are probably related with correctness — is evidently a 
ivp work, and what is curious enough, many pages of it, and 
the most important parts, are taken, almost verbatim, from 
Burgoyn ■ 's ** State of the Expedition from Canada" — 
;h that work was not published, till three years after Anbu- 
iletten are tkUed. 

9 
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with my husband, and heard that something wasi 
tended. On the same day, I expected the Gene 
als Burgoyne, Philips and Frazer, to dine with Q 
I saw a great movement among the troops ; my hq 
band told me, it was a mere reconnoissance, whif 
gave me no concern, as it often happened. I 
ed out of the house, and met several Indians, in 
war dresses, with guns in their hands. When I 
ed them where they were going, they cried out 
War! (meaning that they were going to battle.] 
This filled me with apprehensions, and I had S( 
ly got home, before I heard reports of cannon J 
musketry, which grew louder by degrees, tilli 
the noise became excessive. About 4 o'ck 
the afternoon, instead of the guests, wlAn I ex] 
ed. General Frazer was brought, on a litter, moi 
wounded. The table, which was already set, 
instantly removed, and a bed placed in its stei 
the wounded General. I sat trembling in a 
the noise grew louder, and the alarm increi 
the thought that my husband might, perha] 
br vight in, wounded in the same manner, was 
ble to me, and distressed me exceedingly. 

General Frazer said to the surgeon, * tell 
my wound is mortal, do not flatter me.' The 
had passed through his body, and unhappily ft 
General, he had eaten a very hearty breakfa 
whirh the stomach was distended, and the bsll,] 
the surgeon said, had passed through it. I hi 
him often exclaim, with a sigh, < O, rATAX« 
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ion! Poor General Burgoyne! O, mt poor 
IF3E !' He was asked if he had any request to make, 
» which he replied, that ^if General Burgotne 

0T7LO permit IT, HE SHOULD LIKE TO BE BURIED 

r 6 o'clock in the evening, on the top of a 
duntain, in a redoubt which had been built 
kXRE.' Towards evening, I snw my husband 
kming ; then I forgot all my sorrows, and thanked 
pd that he was spared to me." 
The German Baroness spent much of the night 
kcomforting lady Harriet Ackland, and in ttiking 
of her children, whom she had put to bed. Of 
df she says — "I could not go to sleep, as I had 
iral Frazer and all the other wounded gentle- 
m in my room, and I was sadly afraid, my chil- 
would awake, and by their crying, disturb the 
man, in his last moments, who often address- 
me, and apologised '/or the trouble he gave mc' 
lut 3 o'clock in the morning, I was told, he could 
hold out much longer ; I had desired to be in- 
)d of the near approach of this sad crisis, and I 
wrapped up my children in their clothes, and 
It with them into the room below. About eighi 
ick in the morning, he died. After he was laid 
and his corpse wrapped up in a sheet, we came 
into the room, and we had this sorrowful sight 
us the whole day ; and, to add to the melan- 
f scene, almost every moment some officer of 
icquaintance was brought in wounded." 



I 
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What a situation for delicate females — a sma 
house, filled with bleeding and expiring men — th 
battle roaring and raging all around — ^little childre 
to be soothed and protected, and female domestics 
in despair, to be comforted — cordials and aids, sucl 
as were attainable, to be administered to the wound 
cd and dying — ruin impending over the army, anc 
they knew not what insults, worse than death, raigh 
await themselves, from those whom they had beei 
taught to consider as base, as well as cowardly. 

Both these illustrious females learned, not loo; 
after, a different lesson. I have already remarked 
that Major Ackland was wounded and taken pris- 
oner. His lady, with heroic couragOt and exempla- 
ry conjugal tenderness, passed down the river, to 
our army, with a letter from General Burgoync, to 
General Gates, and although somewhat detained on 
the river, because it was night when she arrived, 
the centinel could not permit her to land, till he 
received orders from his superior, she was, as 
as her errand was made known, received by the Ami 
icans, with the utmost respect, kindness, and deli< 
cy. Her husband, many years after the war, ev< 
lost his life, in a duel, which he fought with an offi- 
cer, who called the Americans cowards. Ackland 
ospouscd their cause, and vindicated it in this un- 
happy manner. 

General Burgoyne, in his "St^ite of the expedition 
from Canada," has mentioned, with much respect 
and frpjin?, thn ca?c of ladv Harriet Acklandi 
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seems she came with her husband to Canada, earljr 
in the year 1776, and accompanied him through 
that campaign, in all the varieties of travelling and of 
season, " to attend, in a poor hut, at Chambly, up- 
Dn his sick bed." At the opening of the campaign 
of 1777, she, by the positive injunctions of her hus- 
band, remained at Ticonderoga, till, hearing of his 
b^ng wounded at Castleton, she went over to him, 
and, after his recovery, persisted in following his 
fortunes, with no other vehicle, than a little two- 
wheeled tumbril, constructed in the camp on the 
Hudson. She, with the Major, was, on a particular 
occasion, near perishing in the flames, in conse- 
quence of their hut taking fire in thte night. As the 
grenadiers, whom Major Ackland commanded, 
were attached to the advanced corps, this lady was 
exposed to all their fatigues, and to many of their 
perils, and was at last obliged, during the battle of 
die 7th of October, to take refuge "among the 
wounded and dying." 

With respect to her proposal, to go over to the 
American camp, to take care of her husband, General 
Bu^^yne remarks,* " Though I was ready to be- 
lieve, (for I had experienced,) that patience and 
fortitude, in a supreme degree, were to be found, 
as well as every other virtue, under the most tender 
forms, I was astonished at this proposal. After so 
long an agitation of the spirits, exhausted, not only 

" State of the eipedition> kc. page 128. 
9* 
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for want of rest, but absolutely want of food, drencli 
cd in rains for twelve hours together, that a woma 
should be capable of delivering herself to the em 
my, probably in the night, and uncertain of whs 
hands she might first falT into, appeared an efTor 
above human nature. The assistance I was enable 
to give, was small indeed ; I had not even a cup ( 
wine to offer her ; but I was told, she had foun 
from some kind and fortunate hand, a little rum an 
dirty water. All I could furnish to her, was s 
open boat, and a few lines, written upon dirty ar 
wet paper, to General Gates, recommending her toh 

protection." " It is due to justice, at tl 

close of this adventure, to say, that she was recei 
ed, and accommodated by General Gates, with all tl 
humanity and respect, that her rank, her merit 
and her fortunes deserved." 

I omit to quote General Burgoyne's statement, th 
lady Harriet Ackland was detained through tl 
night in the open boat, because, we are now ii 
formed, on the authority of Generals Wilkinson* ai 
Dearborn, that this was a total misrepresentatio 
although, probably, not originating with GenerflBu 
goyne. It seems General Dearborn (then alliyo] 
commanded, at the post where the boat was hiile 
As soon as the character of the lady was known^ i 
was immediately provided with a comfortable apai 
ment, and refreshments, and fire, and, in the mor 

* Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 283 
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ing, was forwarded on her way to the camp. " Let 
such," adds General Burgoyne, " as are affected by 
these circumstances of alarm, hardship, and danger, 
recollect that the subject of them was a woman, of 
the most tender and delicate frame ; of the gentlest 
manners ; habituated to all the soft elegancies,, and 
refined enjoyments, that attend high birth and for- 
tune ; and far advanced in a state, in which the ten- 
der cares, always due to the sex, become indispen- 
sably necessary. Her mind alone was formed for 
SQcb trials." 

Lady Reidesel, immediately on the surrender of 
4e army, received on the spot, from General Schuy- 
ler, (and tliat spot was his own devastated estate,) 
the most kind and soothing attentioHls, which she and 
her children so eminently needed, and afterwards, 
in the family of this magnanimous and generous 
man, she experienced from Mrs. Schuyler and her 
^ daughters, all tlic attentions and sympathies of 
firiendship. 

After the surrender, and the officers had gone 

over to General Gates' army, General Reidesel sent 

a^^^gg^ to his lady, to come to him with her chil- 

says in her narrative, "I seated myself 

in my dear calash, and then rode 

I American camp. As I passed on, I 

.»nd this was a great consolation to me,) 
that no one eyed me with looks of resentment, but 
they all greeted us, and even shewed compassion in 
their countenances, at the sight of a woman with 
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small children. I was, I confess, afraid to go ovi 
to the eaemy, as it was quite a new sJtuatioD to ni< 
When I drew near the tefits, a handsome man a] 
proached and met me, took my children from ti 
ealtuh, and hugged and kissed (hem, which affectt 
me almost to tears. " You tremble," said he, ai 
dressing himself to me, " he not afraid." " No," 
answered, "you seem so kind and tender to m 
children, it inspires me with courage." H& no 

led me to the tent of General Gates." "A 

the Generals remained to dine with General Gates. 
" The same gentleman who received rae so kin( 
ly, now came and said to me, "You will he vei 
much embarrassed to eat with all these gentlemer 
come with youP*" children to ray tent, where I w 
prepare for you a frugal dinnur, and give it with 
freewill." I said, "youaue cEBT.^irfi-Y a hv: 
BAND AND A lATHEB, you havo shcwn me so mut 
kindness," 

"I now found that he was General Sciilvleh. T) 
treated me with excellent smoked tongue, he' 
steaks, potatoes, and good bread and butter ! Ne< 
cr could I have wi;jhcd to eat a belter dJa 
was content ; 1 saiv all ar^iund me v 
wise ; and what was belter than all,fl 
was out of danger! Whrn we had dinel 
his residence was at Albany, and that C 
goyno intended to honour him as his guest, and ii 
vited myself and children to do so likewise. I as! 
[>d my husband how I should act ; he told me i 
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accept the invitation." " Some daya after 

Ais, we arrived at Albany, where we so often wish- 
ed ourselves; but, we did not enter it, as we ex- 
pected we should, victors ! We were received by 
the good General Schuyler, his wife, and daughters, 
Bot as enemies, but kind friends ; and they treated 
us with the most marked attention and politeness, 
as they did General Burgoyne, who had caused 
General Schuyler's beau tifnlly finished house to be 
butnt ; in fact, ihey behaved like persons of exalted 
ninds, who determined to bury all recollection of 
&eir own injuries in the contemplation of our mis- 
loTtunes. General Burgoyne was struck with Gen- 
ml Schuyler's generosity, and said to him, " You 
shew me great kindness, altliough I have done you 
much injury." " That was thefatt of war" repli- 
ed the brave man, " let us say no more about it." 

Thus, not only General Burgoyne, but a number 
of the most distinguished officers of the army, in- 
cluding Baron Reidesel, and Major Ackland, and 
their ladies, were actually lodged for weeks, and 
njBSt'hosiiiiably entertained, in the house of the 
jttik'Whose elegant villa at Saratoga, they had wan- 
lBM^,hi'!;nt, and whose fine estate tliere they had 
ipoilo^. 



pfevem its being a cover 1 
"! ravaged in foraging. 
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Retiring at a late hour to my bed, it will be easi- 
ly perceived, that the tender and heroic ideas, as- 
sociated with this memorable house, would strongly 
possess my mind. The night was mantled in black 
clouds, and impenetrable darkness ; the rain, in- 
creasing, descended in torrents, upon the roof of 
this humble mansion ; the water, urged from the 
heights, poured with loud and incessant rumbling, 
through a neighbouring aqueduct ; and the Hud- 
son, as if conscious that blood had once stained its 
waters, and its banks, rolled along with suUen mur- 
murs ; — the distinguished persons, who, forty-two 
years since, occupied this tenement — the agonized 
females — the terrified imploring children — and the 
gallant chiefs, in all the grandeur of heroic suffering 
and death, were vividly present to my mind — all the 
realities of the night, and the sublime and tender 
images of the past, conspired to give my faculties 
too much activity for sleep, and I will not deny that 
the dawning light was grateful to my eyes ! 

THE BATTLE GROUND. 

The rain having ceased, I was on horseback at 
early dawn, with a veteran guide to conduct me to 

I 

the battle ground. Although he was seventy-five 
years old, he did not detain me a moment ; in con- 
sequence of an appointment the evening before, he 
was waiting my arrival at his house, a mile below 
ur inn, and, declining: any aid, he mounted a tall 
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liorse, from the ground. His name was Ezra Buel,* 
a native of Lebanon, in Connecticut, which place 
he left in his youth, and was settled here, at the 
time of General Burgoyne's invasion. He acted, 
through the whole time, as a guide to the American 
army, and was one of three, who were . constantly 
employed in that service. His duty led him to be 
always foremost, and in the post of danger ; and he 
was, therefore, admirably qualified for my purpose. 

The two great battles, which decided the fate of 
Burgoyne*s army, were fought, the first on the 19th 
of September, and the last, on the 7th of October, 
on Bemus' heights, and very nearly on the same 
ground, which is about two miles west of the river. 

The river is, in this region, bordered for many 
miles, by a continued meadow, of no great breadth ; 
upon this meadow, there was then, as there is now, 
a good road, close to the river, and parallel to it. 
Upon this road, marched the heavy artillery and 
baggage, constituting the left wing of the British ar- 
my, while the advanced corps of the light troops, 
forming the right wing, kept on the heights which 
bound the meadows. 

The American army was south and west of the 
British, its right wing on the river, and its left rest- 
ing on the heights. We passed over a part of their 
camp a little below Stillwater. 

* Called eolloqiiially, in (he neighbourhood, Major Buel, a rank 
which he never had io the army, but which was facetiously as- 
signed him, while in the service, by his brother guides. He is 
ttocb respected as a worthy man. 
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A great part of the battle ground was occupied by 
lofty forest trees, principally pine, with here and 
there a few cleared fields, of which the most con- 
spicuous in these sanguinary scenes, was called 
Freeman's farm, and is so called in General Bur- 
goyne's plans. Such is nearly the present situation 
of these heights, only there is more cleared land ; 
the gigantic trees have been principally felled, but 
a considerable number remain, as witnesses to pos- 
terity ; they still shew the wounds, made in their 
trunks and branches, by the missiles of contending 
armies ; their roots still penetrate the soil, that was 
made fruitful by the blood of the brave, and their 
sombre foliage still murmurs, with the breeze, which 
once sighed, as it bore the departing spirits along. 

My veteran guide, warmed by my curiosity, and J 
recalling the • feelings of his prime, led me, with - 
amazing rapidity, and promptitude, over fences and ' 
ditches — through water and mire — through ravines 
and defiles — through thick forests, and open fields— 
and up and down very steep hills ; in short, through 
many places, where, alone, I would not have ven- ." 
lured ; but, it would have been shameful for me a 
not to follow, where a man of seventy-five would j 
lead, and to reluctate at going, in peace^ over the j 
ground, which the defenders of tlieir country, and J' 
tlicir foes, once trod, in steps of blood. i 

On our way to Freeman's farm, we traced the i 
line of tlie British encampment, still marked by t j 
t)reast work of logs, now rotten^ but retaining their "^ 
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rms 5 they were, at the time, covered with earth, 
id tlie barrier between contending armies, is now 
fence, to mark the peaceful divisions of ftgriciil- 
ire. This breast work, I suppose to be a part of 
ie line of encampment, occupied by General Bur- 
Dyne, after the battle of the 19th of September, 
id which was stormed on the evening of the 7th of 
October. 

The old man shewed me the exact spot, where 
Q accidental skirmish, between advanced parties, of 
le two armies, soon brought on the general and 
loody battle of September 19. 

This was on Freeman's farm, a field which was 
ben cleared, although surrounded by forest. The 
iritish picket here occupied a small house,* when a 
lart of Colonel Morgan's corps fell in with, and im- 
nediately drove them from it, leaving the house al- 
most " encircled with their dead." The pursuing 
party almost immediately, and very unexpectedly, 
fell in with the British line, and were in part cap- 
Inred, and the rest dispersed. 

This incident occurred at half past twelve o'clock; 
(here was then an intermission till one, when the ac- 
fon was sharply renewed ; but it did not become gen- 
I, till three, from which time it raged with unaba- 
Ifury till night. "The theatre of action" (saysGen- 

*Major Forbe^i of the British army} stateS) that the American 
krt occu]iied the house : both facts might have been true at 
It periods of the affair. 

10 
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« 

eral Wilkinson,*) was such, that although the com 
batants changed ground a dozen times, in the course 
of the day, the contest terminated on the spot where 
it began. This may be explained in a few words. 
The British line was formed on an eminence in t 
thin pine wood, having before it Freeman's fanOi 
an oblong field, stretching from the centre toward! 
its right, the ground in front sloping gently down tl 
the verge of this field, which was bordered, on tfal 
opposite side, by a close wood : the sanguinaif 
scene lay in the cleared ground, between the enoi 
nence occupied by the enemy, and the wood jai 
described ; the fire of our marksmen from 
wood, was too deadly to be withstood, by the 
iny, in line, and when they gave way and brol 
our men rushing from their covert, pursued them 
the eminence, where, having their fianks proteetc 
they rallied, and charging in turn, drove us back ii 
the wood, from whence a dreadful fire would af 
force them to fall back; and in this manner, 
the battle fluctuate, like waves of a stormy sea, 
alternate advantages for four hours, without 
inoment^s intermission. The British artillery tA 
into our possession, at every charge, but we 
uciiher turn the pieces upon the enemy nor 
them off; the wood prevented the last, and 
want of a match the first, as the lintstock was ini 
ably, carried off, and the rapidity of the transit 
did not allow us time to provide one ; the slauj 

♦ Memoir?, Vel. I. p. 240. 
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terof this brigade of artillerists was remarkable, the 
Captain (Joues) and thirty-six men being killed oi- 
wounded out of forty-eight. It was tiuily a gallani 
conflict, in which deatli, by familiarity, lost his ter- 
rors, and certainly a drawn battle, as night alone 
terminated it : the British army keeping its ground 
in rear of the field of action, and our corps, when 
diey could no longer distinguish objects, retiring; io 
their own camp. Tet General Burgoyne claimed n 
Tictory." 
It bad, however, with respect to him, all the con- 
uences of a defeat : his loss was between five 
six hundred, while ours was but little more than 
that number; his loss was irreparable, ours 
y repaired, and in proportion to our entire ar- 
, as well as absolutely, it was much less than his. 
The stress of the action, as regards the British, 
, principally on the twentieth, twenty-first and 
-second regiments ; the latter which was fire 
d strong, when it left Canada, was reduced 
less than sixty men, and to four or five ofl!icers.* 
General Burgoyne states, that there was scarcely 
an interval of a minute in the smoke, when 
e British officer was not shot by the American 
en, posted in the trees, in the rear and on tlie 
of their own line. A shot which was meant 
General Burgoyne, severely wounded Captain 
, an Aid of General Phillips: the mistake 
owing to the Captain's having a rich laoed fur- 

* Gordon. 
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niture to his saddle, which caused the marksman t» 
mistake him for the General. 

Such was the ardor of the Americans, that, « 
General Wilkinson states, the wounded men, after 
having their wounds dressed, in many instances r^ 
tnrned again into the batde. 

The battle of the seventh of October, was fouglit 
en the same ground, but it was not so stationaij 
it commenced farther to tlie right, and extended,! 
its various periods, over more surface, event 
occupying not only Freeman's farm, but it 
urged by the Americans, to the very camp of 
tnemy, which, towards night, was most impe 
ly stormed, and in part carried. 

The interval between the nineteenth of Sep 
ber, and the seventh of October, was one of 
anxiety to both armies ; " *not a night passed, (i 
General Burgoyne,) without firing, and someti 
concerted attacks upon our pickets ; no fo; 
party could be made without great detachment 
cover it ; it was the plan of the enemy to 
the army, by constant alarms, and their supeiif 
of numbers enabled them to attempt it, without 
tiguo to tlieniselvQs. By being habituatftli to 
our soldiers became indifFerent to it,'i^*jBreit 
pable of eating or sleeping when it was very 
them ^ but I do not believe that either offii 
soldier ever slept during that interval, without 
(.*]othes, or that any general officer or comman 
of a regiment, passed a single night, without b 

" Stft.le of the Eipedhion. 
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Upon his legs, occasionally, at different hours, and 
constantly, an hour before day light" 

The battle of the seventh was brought on by a 
novement of General Burgoyne, who caused one 
thousand five hundred men, with ten pieces of 
artillery, to march towards the left of the American 
anny, for the purpose of discovering whether it was 
possible to force a passage; or, incase a retreat of the 
''loyal army should become indispensable, to dislodge 
Americans from their entrenchments, and also to 
er a forage, which had now become pressingly 
essary. It was about the middle of the after- 
n, that the British were observed advancing, and 
|lbe Americans, with small arms, lost no time in at- 
king the British grenadiers and artillery, altiiough 
ider a tremendous fire from the latter ; the battle 
n extended along the whole line : Colonel Mor- 
at the same moment, attacked, with his rifle- 
on the right wing; Colonel Ackland, the com- 
der of the grenadiers, fell, wounded ; tlie gren- 
iers were defeated, and most of the artillerv ta- 

after great slaughter. 

After a most sanguinary contest, of less tlian one 

, the discomfiture and retreat of the British be- 

geA^ral, and they had scarcely regained their 

ip, before the lines were stormed with the great- 

fiiry, and part of lord Balcarras' camp, was for a 

time in our possession. 
I saw this spot, and also that where the German^., 
Colonel Breymen, forming the right reserve 
10* 
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of the army, were stormed, in their encampmeT 
by Geoeral Learned, and Colonel Brooks, no 
Go vemour Brooks, of Massachusetts. General A J 
nold was wounded on this occasion; Colonel Brey 
man was killed ; and the Germans were either cap 
tured, slain, or forced to retreat in the most precip- 
itate manner, leaving the British encampment on 
the right, entirely unprotected, and liable to be as- 
sailed the next morning. All the British officers 
bear testimony to the valour and obstinacy of the 
attacks of the Americans. The fact was, the Brit- 
ish were sorely defeated, routed, and vigorously 
pursued to their lines, which, it seems probable, 
would have been entirely carried by assault, had 
not darkness, as in the battle of the 19th, put an end 
lo the sanguinary contest. It is obvious, from Gcn- 
{;ral Burgoyne's own account, and from the testimo- 
ny of his oflicors, that this was a severe defeat; and 
such an one as has rarely been experienced by a 
British army ; lliis army was reduced by it to tht 
u;reutcst distress, and nothing but night saved them 
from destruction. 

I was on the ground where the grenadiers, and 
v\ here the artillery were stationed. " Here, upon 
iliis hill," (said my hoary guide,) "on tlie veiy 
spot where we now stand, the dead men lay, thickefl 
than you ever saw sheaves on a fruitful han'eil 
fiehl." " Were they British, or Americans f^. 
* Both," he replied, " but principally British." I 
>ttpposo that it is of this scround, that Genrml Wil* 
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kinson remarks, it ^' presented a scene of compli- 
cated horror and exultation. In the square space 
of twelve or 6fteen yards, lay eighteen grenadiers, 
ia the agonies of death; and three officers, propped 
up against stumps of trees, two of them mortally 
wounded, bleeding, and almost speechless." 

My guide, proceeding with his narrative, said, 
^' there stood a British field piece, which had been 
twice taken, and re-taken, and finally remained in 
our possession : I was on the ground, and said to 
an American Colonel, who came up at the mo- 
ment, * Colonel, we have taken this piece, and now 
we want you to stvear it true to America ;' so the 
Colonel swore it true, and we turned it around, and 
fired upon the British, with their own cannon, and 
with their own ammunition, still remaining uncon- 
sumed in their boxes." I presume General Wil- 
kinson alludes to the same anecdote, when he says, 
"I found the courageous Colonel Cilley a straddle 
on a brass twelve pounder, and exulting in the cap^ 
Uire." 

I was solicitous to see the exact spot where Gen- 
eral Frazer, received his mortal wound.' My old 
guide knew it perfectly well, and pointed it out to 
me. It is in a meadow, just on the right of the 
load, after passing a blacksmith's shop, and going 
south a few rods. Thejblacksmith's shop is on a 
road, which runs parallel to the Hudson — it stands 
rievated, and overlooks Freeman's farm. 
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The night of October Ithj was a most critical ODe 
for the royal army; in the course of it, tb^^y aban- 
doned their camp, changed their whole position, and 
retreated to their works, upon the heights, contigu- 
ous to the river, and immediately behind the hos- 
pital. 

I saw various places, where the dead were inter- 
red ; a rivulet, or creek, passes through the batde 
ground, and still washes out from its banks, the 
bones of the slain. This rivulet is often mentioned 
in the accounts of these battles, and the deep ravine 
through which it passes ; on our return, we follow- 
ed this ravine, and rivulet, through the greater part 
of their course, till they united with the Hudsoa 
river. 

Farm houses are dispersed, here and there, over' 
the field of batde, and tlie people often find, evem 
now, gun-barrels and bayonets, cannon balls, grapfl 
shot, bullets, and human bones. Of the three last, I 
took from one of these people, some painful speci" 
mens ; — some of the bullets were battered and mis- 
shaped, evincing that they had come into coIlisioB 
with opposing obstacles. 

Kntire skeletons are occasionally found ; a ixiftB 
told me, that, in ploughing, during the late summeli 
he turned one up ; it was not covered more tbtf 
three inches with earth ; it lay on its side, and tb 
arms were in the form of a bow ; it was, probaUj 
some solitary victim, that never was buried. Suck 
are the memorials still existing, of these great Buti- 
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taiy events ; great, not so much on account of the 
Bumbers of the actors, as from the momentous inter- 
ests at stake, and from the magnanimous efforts to 
which they gave origin. 

I would not envy that man his state of feeling, who 
eould visit such fields of battle without emotion, or 
who, (being an American,) could fail to indulge admi- 
ration and affection, for the soldiers and martyrs of 
liberty, and respect for the valour of their enem^e^. 

GENERAL FRAZER»9 GRAVE. 

Having taken my guide home to breakfast, we 
made use of his knowledge of the country, to iden- 
tify with certainty, the place of General Frazer's 
bterment. 

General Burgoyne mentions, two redoubts, that 
were thrown up, on the hills behind his hospital; 
they are both still very distinct, and in one of these, 
which is called the great redoubt, by the officers of 
General Burgoyne's army, General Frazer was bu- 
ried. It is true, it has been disputed, which is the 
redoubt in question, but our guide stated to us, that 
within his knowledge, a British Sergeant, three or 
four years, after the surrender of Burgoyne's army, 
came, and pointed out the grave. We went to tlie 
spot; it is within the redoubt, on the top of the hill, 
nearest to the house, where the General died, and 
corresponds with the plate in Anbury's travels, tak- 
en from an original drawing, made by Sir Fcaivcis 
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Clark, aid to General Burgoyne, and with the state- 
ment of the General in his defence, as well as witb 
the account of Madam Reidesel. 

General Frazer, when dying, sent with the "kind- 
est expression of his affection, for General Burgoyne, 
a request, that he might be carried without parade, 
by the soldiers of his corps, to the great redoubt, 
and buried there." 

The circumstances of this memorable interment, 
have been often mentioned. 

The body, attended by General Burgoyne, ^d 
the other principal ofEcers of the army, who cmild 
not resist the impulse to join the procession, moved 
winding slowly up tlie hill, within view of the great- 
er part of both armies, while an incessant cannonade 
from the Americans, who observed a collection of 
people, without knowing the occasion, covered the 
procession with dust ; — the clergyman, ihe Rev. 
Mr. Brudenel, went through the funeral service, 
with perft ft composure, and propriety, notwithstan- 
ding tho cunnonade, and thus the last honors were 
paid one of the chiefs of the British army. 

The Baroness Reidesel, ^\ho was a spectator, 
speaks of the funeral service, as being " rendered 
unusually solemn and a\^ful, from its being accom- 
panied l>y constant peals frofu the enemy's artillery," 
and adds—'' many cannon balls, flew close by me, 
but 1 had mv eves directed to the mountain, where 
■IV husband was siam^inc a^nitlsi tb*- fire, of the one- 
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ay, and of course, I could not think of my own 
lunger." 

General Burgoyne's eloquent delineation of tlie 
lame scene, although often quoted before by oth- 
srs, is too interesting to be omitted on the pres- 
ent occasion: — '^ The incessant cannonade, during 
the solemnity; the steady attitude and unaltered 
Toice, with which the clergyman officiated, though 
frequently covered with dust, which the shot tlirew 
ipon all sides of him; the mute but expressive 
teture of sensibility and indignation, upon every 
ceontenance ; these objects will remain, to the last 
rflife, upon the mind of every man who was present. 
The growing duskiness, added to the scenery, and 
(be whole marked a character of that juncture, that 
Would make one of the finest subjects for the pencil 
of a master, that the field ever exhibited. To the 
canvass and to the page of a more important histo- 
rtan, gallant friend ! I consign thy memory. There 
^ay thy talents, thy manly virtues, their progress 
Uid their period, find due distinction; and long may 
^ey survive; long after the frail record of my pen 
shall be forgotten." 

The place of the interment, was formerly desig- 
ned, by a little fence, surrounding the grave. 1 
Iras here in 1797, twenty-two years ago, the grave 
Iras then distinctly visible, but the remains have been 
since dug up, by some English gentlemen, and car- 
ried to England. 



116 TOUR BETWEEN HARTFORB ANil ^UKUC* 

The circumstances of the British were now ve: 
distressing, and they constantly expected a renewi 
attack from the Americans. Speaking of the dea 
of General Frazer, General Burgoyne remark 
" The whole of the 8th of October was corre«pon< 
ent to this inauspicious beginning. The hours we 
measured by a succession of immediate cares, ii 
creasing doubts and melancholy objects. The en( 
my were formed in two lines. Every part of the 
disposition, as well as the repeated attacks on lo] 
Balcarras' corps, and the cannonade from tl 
plain, kept the troops in momentary expectation < 
a general action. During this suspense, woundc 
officers, some upon crutches, and others even can 
ed upon hand barrows, by their servants, were o< 
casionally ascending the hill, from the hospit 
tents, to take their share in the action, or follow til 
march of the army. The Generals were employe 
in exhorting the troops." 

That commander, who, in the commencement i 

the campaign, had uttered in his general orders, til 

memorable sentiment — " this army must not « 

treat," was now compelled to seek his safety b 

stealing away in the night, from his victorious enc 

toy.. Numerous fires were lighted— several teiil 

ft standing, and the -retreat was ordered to be cd 

with the great^^t sectecy. The army con 

I its retrograd-^ -e tcouon at nine o'clock c 

It of the eig: ^\\\\a, ^^^^^^^^^ ^^e river roa. 

the meadow* ^». 1^ ^^^^ ^ ^'^^^ ' ^""^ ^ 
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icceeding day was excessively rainy, and the roads 
) bad, that they did not reach Saratos;a, a distance 
f only six miles, till the evening of the nintl). The 
aiQs had so swelled the Fislikill, that they did not 
MIS8 that rivulet till the morning of the tenth, when, 
bding their enemies already in possession of the 
fords of the Hudson, they took up a strong position 
liuch proved their final one. 
General Burgoyne left his hospital, containing 
than three hundred sick and wounded, to tlie 
y of General Gates, who in this, as in all other 
ces, exhibited towards ihc enemy, the grcat- 
iiumanity and kindness. 

Swords' house, where Mr. W. and myself lodg- 
was the centre of this military hospital, and was 
upied by the wounded oflicers, while the com- 
lOb soldiers were comfortably accommodated, ip 
p vicinity, in tents. 

The researches and observations of the morning 
kd detained us till rather a late hour, when, taking 
fcve of our venerable guide,* we proceeded north- 
Ird on our journi^y, pursuing exactly the route of 
e retreating British army. 



^I mast not, however, leave Iiim without mentioning that \n\ 
Itwounjed in this campaign: he bared his aged breast, nnd 
wmtd me where a ballet had raked along superficially cutting 
iFmiter integuments of the thorax, and carrying with it into 
^Voand, porticos of his clothes. 

11 
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THE LAST ENCAMPMENT. 

Six days more of anxiety, fatigue and sufferinj 
remained for the British army. They had lost pai 
of their provision batteaiix, when they abandon 
ed their hospital, and the rest being exposed to m 
minent danger, the small stock of provisions re 
maining was landed under a heavy fire, and baule 
up the heigths. On these heights, close to th 
meadows bordering on the river, they formed a foi 
tified camp, and strengthened it by artillery. Moi 
of the artillery however, was on the plain. Genei 
al Gates' army soon followed that of Burgoyne, an 
stretched along south of the Fishkill, and parall< 
to it; the corps of Colonel Morgan, lay west an 
north of the British army, and General Felloin 
with three thousand men, was on the east of the Hue 
son, ready to dispute the passage. Fort Edward wi 
soon afti>r occupied by the Americans — a fortifie 
camp was formed on the high ground, between th 
Hudson and Lake George, and parties were statione 
up and down the river; thus, the desperate resoli 
tion which had been taken in General Burgoyne 
camp, of abandoning their artillery and baggagi 
and (with no more provisions than they could can 
on their backs,) forcing their way by a rapid nig| 
march, and in this manner gaining one of the lake 
was rendered abortive. 



ti 
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a 

Every part of tlie camp of the royal army was 
exposed, not only to cannon balls, but to rifle shot ; 
not a single place of safety could be found, not a cor- 
ner where a council could be held, a dinner taken 
in peace, or where tlie sick, and the wounded, the 
females and the children, could find an asylum. — 
Even the access to the river was rendered very haz- 
ardous by the numerous rifle shot; and the army 
was soon distressed for want of water. General 
Reidesel, and his lady and children, were often obli- 
ged to drink wine instead of water, and they had no 
way to procure the latter, except that a soldier's wife 
ventured to the river for them, and the Americans, 
out of respect to her sex, did not fire at her. 

To protect his family from shot, General Reide- 
sel, soon after their arrival at Saratoga, directed 
ibem to take shelter, in a house, not far oiF. They 
kd scarely reached it, before a terrible cannonade 
IBS directed against that very house, upon the mis- 
taken idea, that all the Generals were assembled in 
it " Alas," adds the Baroness, " it contained none 
fcut wounded and women ; we were at last obliged 
to resort to the cellar for refuge, and, in one corner 
of this, I remained the whole day, my children 
deeping on the earth, with their heads in my lap, 
ind, in the same situation, I passed a sleepless 
nght Eleven cannon balls passed through the 
kuse, and we could distinctly hear them roll away. 
One poor soldier, who was lying on a table, for the 
purpose of having bis leg amputated, was struck \^^ 
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a shot which carried away bis other ; his comrac 
had left him, and when we went to his assistant 
we foand him in a corner of the room, into whi 
he had crept, more dead than alive, scarcely brea 
jng. My reflections on the danger to which i 
husband was exposed, now agonized me excec 
ingly, and the thoughts of my children, and the i 
eessity of struggling for their preservation, ale 
sustained me.'' A horse of General Reidesel y 
m constant readiness for his lady to mount, in a 
of a sudden retreat, and three wounded English < 
jScers, who lodged in the same house, bad made 1: 
9L solemn promise, that they would, each of the 
lake one of her children upon a horse, and fly wi 
them, when such a measure should become necess 
sy. She was in a state of wretchedness on account 
her husband, who was in constant danger, expos 
all day to the shot, and never entering his tent 
sleep, but notwithstanding the great cold, lying dof 
whole nights by tlie watch fires. "In tliis hori 
situation," they remained six days, till the cessalit 
of hostilities, which ended in a convention, for ti 
surrender of the army ; the treaty was signed on tl 
sixteenth, and the army surrendered tlie next day 
On the present occasion, I did not visit tluj Br 
ish fortified camp. Wlicn I wan here, in 1797, 
examined it particularly. It was then in perfe 
prescr\'alion, (I speak of the encampment of tl 

Baxoness Reidefel's i^arratlve, io WUkiosoo':} Meirolr?. 
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British troops, upon the bill, near the Fishkill,) the 
parapet was high, and covered with grass and 
shrubs, and the platforms of earth to support the 
field pieces, were still in good condition. No devas- 
tation, of any consequence, had been committed, ex- 
cept by the credulous, who had made numerous ex- 
cavations in the breast works, and various parts of 
the encampments, for the purpose of discovering 
the money, which the officers were supposed to 
have buried, and abandoned. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to add, that they never found any money, for 
private property was made sacred by the conven- 
don, and even the public military chest was not 
£sturbed : the British retained every shilling that 
it contained. Under such circumstances, to have 
buried their money, would have been almost as 
peat a folly, as the subsequent search for it. This 
iofatuation, has not however gone by, even to this 
iour, and still, every year, new pits arc excavated 
ly the insatiable money diggers.* 

THE FIELD OF SURRENDER. 



c^ 



We arrived at this interesting spot, in a very fine 
Boming ; the sun shone, with great splendor, upon 

*Thi9 appears to be a very common popular delusion ; in many 
I^Kcs, CD the Hudson, and about the lakes, where armies had 
Ud, or moved, we found money-pits dug ; and, in one place, 
% told us, that a man bought of a poor widow, the right idf 
'cj^ng in her ground for the bidden treasure. 

11* 
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liie flowing Hudson, and upon the beamifiil heigh 
&nd the luxuriant meadows, now smiling in rich v 
dure, and exhibiting images of tranquility and Ion 
ness, very opposite to the horrors of war, which vrt 
once witnessed here. 

The Fishkill, swollen by abundant rains, (as 
was on the morning of October lOtli, 1777, wh 
Cfeneral Burgoyne passed it witli his artillery,) c 
poured a turbid torrent along its narrow chnm 
and roaring down the declivity of the hills, haslea 
to mingle its waters with those of the Hudson. 

Il was upon the banks of the Fishkill, that 1 
British army surrendered. We passed the grota 
where stood the tents of General Gates, and v 
ho received General Burgoyne, and the prindj 
afSic.ets of his army. General Wilkinson's 
of this interview is interesting : "Early in the moi 
ing of the I7lh, I visited General Burgoyne in 
camp, aud accompnnied him to the ground, 
his army was to lay down their arms, from « 
we rode to the bank of the Iftdson's river, will 
be surveyed with attention, and asked me wliei 
it was noifordable. 'Certainly, Sir; hut do yoo c 
serve the people on the opposite shore ?' * Te«» f 
plied he,) I have seen ihem loo long.' He ll 
proposed to he introduced to General Gates, i 
' we crossed tlie Fishkill, and proceeded lo In 
quarters, General Burgoyne in front, with his ad 
L -loni-Gencral Kingston, and his aids de camp Ct 

n lord Pewrsham, and Lieutenant VVilford b 
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him; then followed Major General Phillips, the 
Baron Reidesel, and the other General officers, and 
their suites, according to rank. General Gates, ad- 
vised ofBurgoyne's approach, met him at the head 
of his camp, Bmrgoyne in a rich royal uniform, and 
Gates in a plain blue frock ; when they had ap- 
proached nearly within swords' length, they reined 
up, and halted, I then named the gentlemen, and 
Greneral Burgoyne, raising his hat most gracefully, 
said ^ The fortune of war, General Gates, has made 
me your prisoner ;' to which the conqueror, return- 
ing a courtly salute, promptly replied, ' I shall al- 
ways be ready to bear testimony, that it has not 
been through any fault of your excellency.' Major 
Gsneral Phillips then advanced, and he, and Gene- 
ral Gates saluted, and shook hands with the famil- 
iarity of old acquaintances. ThI Baron Reide- 
sel, and the other officers, were iniroduced in their 
turn." 

We passed the ruins of General Schuyler's house, 
which are still conspicuous, and hastened to the field 
where the British troops grounded their arms. Al- 
though, in 1797, I paced it over with juvenile en- 
thusiasm,* I felt scarcely less interested on the 
present occasion, and again walked over the whole 
tract. It is a beautiful meadow,' situated at the in- 
tersection of the Fishkill with the Hudson, and north 
of the former. There is nothing now to distinguish 

* In company with (he Hon. John Elliott, now a Sevator from 
Georgia, and John Wyan Esq. from the samt 6tafc. 
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the spot, except the mips of old Fort Hardy, built 
during the French wars, and the deeply interesting 
historical associations which will cause this place to 
be memorable to the latest generation. Thousands 
and thousands, yet unborn, will visit this spot, witli 
feelings of the deepest interest, and it will not be 
forgotten till Thermopylce, and Marathon, and Ban- 
nockburn and Waterloo, shall cease to be remem- 
bered. There, it will be said, were tlie last en- 
trenchments of a proud invading army; on that spot 
stood their formidable park of artillery — and here, 
on this now peaceful meadow, they piled their arms ! 
their arms, no longer terrible, but now converted 
into a glorious trophy of victory ! 

REFLECTIONS AND REMARKS. 

I have adverted but little to the sufferings of the 
American army, because but little, comparatively, is 
known of what they individually endured. Except- 
ing the inevitable casualties of battle, they must have 
suffered much less than their enemies ; for they soon 
ceased to be the flying, and became the attacking 
and triumphant party. Colonels Colburn, Adams, 
Francis and many other brave officers and men, 
gave up their lives, as the price of their country's 
liberty, and very many carried away with them the 
scars produced by honourable wounds. The brave- 
ry of the American army was fully acknowledged 
by their adversaries. 
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^* At all times," said Lord Balcarras, " when I 
was opposed to the rebels, they fought with great 
eourage and obstinacy." " We were taught by ex- 
perience, that neither their attacks nor resistance 
was to be despised." Speaking of the retreat of the 
; Americans, from Ticonderoga, and of their behav- 
iour at the battle of Hubberton, Lord Balcarras 
adds : " circumstanced as the enemy were, as an 
army very hard pressed, in their retreat, they cer- 
taiialy behaved with great gallantry ;" of the attack 
on the lines, on the evening of the 7th of October, 
%e says : ^^ the lines were attacked, and with as 
much fury as the fire of small arms can admit." 

Lord Balcarras, had said, that he never knew the 
Americans to defend their entrenchments, but ad- 
ded : " the reason why they did not defend their en- 
trenchments was, that they always marched but of 
them and attacked us." Captain Money, in an- 
swer to the question, whether on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, the Americans disputed the field with ob- 
stinacy, answered, " they did, and the fire was 
much hotter than I ever knew it any where, except 
at the affair of Fort Anne," and speaking of the bat- 
tle of October 7th, and of the moment when the 
Americans, with nothing but small arms, were 
marching up to the British artillery, he adds : ^' I 
was very much astonished, to hear the shot from 
the enemy,* fly so thick, after our cannonade had 
lasted a quarter of an hour." General Burgoyne 
gives it as his opinion, that as ranjto.rs, " i^etVv^'^^ 
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there are few better in the world, than the corps of 
Virginia riflemen which acted under Colonel Mor- 
gan." He says, speaking of the battle of September 
19th, that, ^'few actions have been characterised by 
more obstinacy, in attack or defence. The British 
bayonet was repeatedly tried ineffectually." 

Remarking upon the battle of the 7th of Octo- 
ber, he observes : *' if there be any persons who 
continue to doubt that the Americans possess the 
qucdity and faculty of flghting, call it by whatever 
term they please, they are of a prejudice, that it 
would be very absurd longer to contend with ;" h# 
says, tliat in this action the British troops ^* retreat- 
ed hard pressed, but in good order," and that *' the 
troops had scarcely entered the camp, when it was 
stormed with great fury, the enemy rushing to tht 
lines, under a severe fife of grape shot and small 
arms." 

In a private letter, addressed to Lord Gcorgo 
Germain, after the surrender, he says, '' I should 
now liold myself unjustifiable, if I did not confide 
to your Lordship, my opinion, upon a near inspec- 
tion of the rebel troops. The standing corps that 
I have seen, are disciplined. I do not hazard the 
term, but apply it to the great fundamental points 
of military institution, sobriety, subordination, regu- 
larity and courage." 

It is very gratifying to every real American to 
find, that for so great a prize, his countrymen, (their 
enemies lliemselves being judges,) contended 5o 
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Qobly, and that their conduct for bravery, skill and 
humanity, will stand the scrutiny of all future ages. 
From the enemy it becomes us not to withhold 
the commendation that is justly due; all that skill 
and valour could effect, they accomplished, and 
they were overwhelmed at last by complicated dis- 
tresses, and by very superior numbers, amounting 
at the time of the surrender, probably, to three for 
one, although the disparity was much less, in the 
two great battles. 

The vaunting proclamation of General Burgoyne, 
at the commencement of the campaign ; some of 
his boasting letters, written during the progress of 
it, and his devastation of private property reflect no 
honour on his memory. But, in general, he ap- 
pears to have been a humane and honourable man, 
a scholar and a gentleman, a brave soldier and an 
able commander. Some of his sentiments have a 
higher moral tone than is common with men of his 
profession, and have probably procured for him 
more respect, than all his battles. Speaking of the 
battle of the 7th, he says, " in the course of the ac- 
tion, a shot had passed through my hat, and another 
had torn my waistcoat. I should be sorry to be 
thought, at any time, insensible to the protecting 
hand of Providence ; but I ever more, particularly 
considered (and I hope not superstitiously) a sol- 
dier's hair breadth escapes as incentives to duty, a 
marked renewal of the trust of being, for the pur- 
(Mses of a public station ; and under that ie&ec\\o\i. 
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to lose our fortitude, by giving way to our ] 
tions ; to be divested by any possible self-em 
from meeting a present exigency, with our bes 
ulties, were at once dishonour and impiety." 

Thus have I adverted, I hope not wit! 
much particularity, to some of the leading 
cumstances of the greatest military event whic 
ever occurred in America ; but compared wit 
whole extent and diversity of that campaign 
above notices, however extended, are few and 
I confess, I have reviewed them with a very de< 
tercst, and have been wilUng to hear some of tli 
tinguished actors speak in their own langua 
Should tlie notice of these great events tend, ii 
instance, to quench the odious fires of party, a 
rekindle those of genuine patriotism — should : 
vive in any one, a veneration for the virtu 
those men who faced death, in every form, re 
less of their own lives, and bent only on securi 
posterity, the precious blessings, which we no' 
joy; and above all, should we thus be led to 
ish a higher sense of gratitude to heaven, for ou 
unexampled privileges, and to use them more 
perately and wisely, the time occupied in 
sketch, will not hav^e been spent in vain. Hi 
presents no struggle for liberty, which has 
more of the moral sublime than that of the Ai 
can revolution. It has been, of late years, 
much forgotten, in the sharp contentions of j 
and he who endeavours to witlidraw the public 
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from those debasing conflicts, and to fix it on the 
grandeur of that great epoch — ^which, magnificent 
in itself, begins now, to wear the solemn livery ofan-- 
ti^ity, as it is viewed through the deepening twilight 
of almost half a century ^ certainly performs a meri- 
torious service, and can scarcely need a jilstification. 
The generation that sustained the conflict, is now al- 
most passed away ; a few hoary heads remain, seam- 
ed with honourable scars — a few experienced guides 
can still attend us to the fields of carnage, and point 
out the places where they and their companions 
fcught and bled, and where sleep the bones of the 
slain. But these men will soon be gone ;* tradi- 
tion and history, will, however, continue to recite 
their deeds, and the latest generations will be taught 
to venerate the defenders of our liberties — to visit. 
I the batde-grounds, which were moistened with their 
Wood, and to thank the mighty God of battles, that the 
•rduous conflict, terminated in the entire establish- 
ment of the liberties of this country. 

* I cannot suppress, the expression of the pleasure, with which, 
a few days since, I observed his Excellency Governor Brooks, still 
^roos and alert, occupying a station of useful and honourable 
^v^Dce, and receiving a voluntary tribute of respect from his 
^ow citizens at Boston, almost forty three years after he so gal- 
watly carried the camp of Colonel Breyman, on the evening of Oc- 
^'7»1777, and contributed, most essentially, (as well as on 

■■By other occasions) to the happy isaue of the caoipaiga. — 

(Iwe, 1820.) 

12 
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STILLWATER TO SANDT-HILL. 

This ride of twenty-two miles we took before di 
ner. After viewing the field of surrender, which 
seven miles above Stillwater, and thirty-two abo 
Albany, we passed on two miles farther, to t 
bridge, at Fort Miller, where we crossed to t 
eastern side of the Hudson. 

On coming near the head waters of this river, y 
begin to tread on ground famous, not only in t 
war of the revolution, but, in those numerous a 
bloody campaigns, of a still earlier date, in whi 
ihe French and the savages carried fire and slaug 
ter, into the vast frontier of the northern Engli 
Colonies. The contests then sustained, were d 
tinguished by immense sacrifices, efforts and suffd 
iiigs on the part of the English Colonies ; sacrifice 
efforts and sufferings, which, notwithstanding t 
great aids, occasionally received, from the moth 
country, scarcely admitted, for a long course 
years, of any serious and permanent intermissic 
Fort MiUer was one of the posts established in the 
wars, and formed a link in the cliain, which co 
nected the upper waters of the Hudson with the 
of the lakes George and Champlain, and of couri 
with Canada. Fort Miller, is completely levelk 
and I know not of any particular event, of sigi 
importance, connected with its history, except tt 
here^ or a hltle way below, General Burgoyi 
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when proceeding to Stillwater, on the 13th and 14th 
of September, 1777, passed most of his army over 
the Hudson. 

From this place we pursued our journey, along 
the left bank of the river, to Fort Edward, and San- 
dy Hill. 

In the whole distance, from Albany to the latter 
place, (nearly fifty miles,) there is scarcely a hill, 
even of moderate elevation, and the scenery is ex- 
tremely similar to that which, I have already de- 
scribed. 

The river, sprinkled with islands, flows through 
beautiful meadows, and appears, in many places, 
smooth and glassy as a mirror, and its motion is 
scarcely perceptible, either to sight or hearing ; 
again, it is agitated, and with ripples and waves, is 
urged over a shallow and rocky bottom^ or, dashes 
rapidly, down a more sudden and more rocky de- 
divity ; but, in every variety of surface, it forms al- 
ways, a pleasing and interesting object. 

GEOLOGY. 

It was not in my power, to make many very pre- 
cise observations on the nature of the hills, by which 
the meadows are bounded. On Bemus' heights, 
the soil and forest, hid almost every rock from 
riew ; the solitary projections were, however, gen- 
erally slaty, like the rocks along the river, which, 
with very few exceptions, were slate — of the trans- 
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ilioD claES, (as I suppose ;) the direction of the sirai 
ta was, more generally, like tliat of the olher grea 
rock formaiions of the north : that is, somewhat I 
Uie east of north, and to the west of sotiih ; tlieir di| 
Appeared extremely variable, but t believe the} 
were never flat, nor vertical, and the structure of lUt 
i'^trata was often, extremely contused and toriuoas/ 

FlIRT EDIVARD, 

At this Fort, we first obseiTfed the cnnnl, wfaic 
is destined to connect the head waters of Lah 
Champlain wiili those of the Hudson. It is now o 
the point of being united witli this river, and the; 
are constructing the walls of the Canal of a Teii 
handsome hewn stone : it is obtained, as I am in 
formed, near Fort Anne, and presents to the eye 
ided by a magnifier, very miauie plates and veinl 
which feebly elTervesce, with acids, and appear 

l«ncIose an extremely, fine black mineral, rcwm 
Wing hornblende ; the slone is impressed by stee! 
tnd feebly fires with it ; is it a peculiar kind of cal 

,<;areous sand slone ? It is of a dark hu(t, and i 
iltaped into linndsorae blocks, by the loolf of till 

[vrorkmen. I was gratilied to see swcti Rrm ao^ 
lassy walls constructed of this stone; indeed, in pout 

Tbe obicrvtiioni or Mr. Amos Galon, (tnRux lo the Geokg] 
lbs Nonlipm StatPi, Hcond erlUion.) nC^. WMIiam Mvtit 
rlmenlol KiKiuiry, iic.) niid of Uf, John II Sicel, (Analfil 
III walcri of SoniingB, Lc.) ruiiy !«> niltntiiigtoiuli 




/ 
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of solidity and beauty, they would do honour to the 
modern wet docks of Great Britain. 

It is intended to have a lock at this place, where 
there is a considerable descent into the Hudson. 

There is a village at Fort Edward, bearing the 
same name, and I ought to have remarked that 
there are villages, at Stillwater, Saratoga and Fort 
Miller ; but there is nothing particularly interesting 
in either of them. Fort Edward, however, is me- 
morable, on account of its former importance ; It is 
situated near the great bend of the Hudson, and 
formed the immediate connexion with Lake George, 
which is sixteen miles, and with Lake Champlain, 
which is twenty-two miles distant. It was origin- 
aUy only an entrenched camp, and was constructed by 
the unfortunate Colonel Williams, afterwards slain, 
b 1755, near Lake George ; but as its situation 
was important, it was soon converted into a regular 
Port. Its walls, built of earth, were raised thirty 
feet high, with ditches corresponding in depth and 
width, and it was defended by cannon. It stand;^ 
on the brink of the Hudson, and the embankment 
was continued along the river. 

The walls appear to be, in some places, still 
twenty feet hfgh, notwithstanding what time and 
the plough have done to reduce them ; for tlie in- 
terior of the Fort, and in some places, the parapet 
are now planted with potatoes. 

I kopw not that this Fort was ever beseiged or 
stormed, although it was often threatened. \xv \\\% 

12* 
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last French war, it was an important station, 
General Bingoyne's campaign, it formed the 
iliurn of comniuDt cation with Laice George, nhi 
Ihe provisions were brought forward for tin 
the British army, which was detained on this 
count, al and near Fort Edward, for sis weeks, 
irbich means, they lost the best part of the 
for military operations — as they moved down 
river, they relinquislied the connexion with 
Edward and Lake George, and were never abl 
recover it. 

MASSACRE OF MISS M'CREA- 

The sioiy of this nnfortunate young lady is 1 
known, nor should I mention it now, but for tbe i 
that the place of her murder was pointed out I 
Dear Fort Edward. 

We saw, and conversed with a person, who ' 
(tcquamied with her, and with her family; the^ 
sided ID the village of Fort Edward. 

It seems, she was betrothed to a Mr. Jone^ 
American refugee, who was with Burgoyne's an 
and being anxious to obtain possession of his e 
ed bride, he dispatched a party of Indians to est 
her to the British army. Where were his aflecl 
and hi^ gallantry, that he did not go himself, ( 
leut that be did not accompany his savage cm 
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Sorely against the wishes and remonstrances of 

faer friends, she committed herself to the care of 

tbese fiends ; — strange infatuation in her lover, to 

solicit such a confidence — stranger presumption in 

her, to yield to his wishes; what treatment had she 

not a right to expect from such guardians ! 

The party set forward, and she on horseback; 
they had proceeded, not more than half a mile from 
Fort Edward, when they arrived at a spring, and 
halted to drink. The impatient lover had, in the 
mean time, dispatched a second party of Indians, 
on the same errand; they came, at the unfortunate 
moment, to the same spring, and a collision imme- 
diately ensued, as to the promised reward.* 

Both parties were now attacked, by the whites, 
uid at the end of the conflict, the unhappy young 
woman was found tomahawked, scalped and (as is 
said,) tied fast to a pine tree just by the spring. 
Tradition reports, that the Indians divided the scalp, 
ind that each party carried half of it to the agonized 
lover. 

This beautiful spring, which still flows limpid 
and cool, from a bank near tlie road side, and this 
, btal tree we saw. The tree which is a large and 
ancient pine, "fit for the mast of some tall ammiral" 
is wounded, in many places, by the balls of the 
whites, fired at the Indians; they have been dug out 
is far as they could be reached, but others still re- 
main in this anqient tree, which seems a striking em- 

* Whkb IS said to bare been a barrel oC ram. 
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blcm, of wounded innocence, and the trunk, twist- 
ed off at a considerable elevation, by some vio- 
lent wind, that has left only a few mutilated branch- 
es, is a happy, although painful memorial of the 
fate of Jenne M'Crea.* 

Her name is inscribed on the tree, whh the date 
1777, and no traveller passes this spot, without 
spending a plaintive moment in contemplating the 
untimely fate of youth and loveliness. 

The murder of Miss M*Crca, (a deed of such 
atrocity and cruelty as scarcely to admit of aggrava- 
tion,) occurring as it did, at the moment when Gen- 
oral Burgoyne, whose army was then at Fort 
Anne, was bringing whh him to the invasion of the 
American Stales, hordes of savages, "those hell- 
hounds of war,"f whose known and established 
mode of warfare, were those of promiscuous massa- 
cre,J electrified the whole continent, and indeed, 

' General Uoyt of DofifKilj!, iiificums me, timl Ihe received ac 
counts of the cirtunistRnces attending the murder of Miss M'Cret 
nre in some larticulars incorrect; lie states, that tie lias ascertain- 
ed that she was not miirdcicd at this spring, but iu the road, at B 
little distance fioin it. 

} Lord Chatham. 

t It is true that General Buriroyne, in his celebrated S|)cech t« 
the Indians, at l!ir river Ji<i(]uet, at the opening of the caiufMiigDi 
(June 21, 1777,) reprobated siich proceedings, and boun(! the sav- 
ages, (whom however he called " brothers" and ''friends,"*) down 
10 Kuropean rules of warfare ; but, who would expect, that a fine 
speech and a few rhetorical flourishes, even if sanctioned by rewards 
and puni&hmcnts //? prospect would restrain the hubitiicil, I ii.id ni' 

)st said: the innafe ferocitv of an American barbarian. All ihat 
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he civilized world, producing an universal burst of 
borror and indignation. General Gates did not fail 
10 profit by the circumstance, and in a severe but, 
too personal remonstrance, which he addressed to 
General Burgoyne, charged him with the guilt of the 
murder, and with that of many other similar atrocities. 
His real guilt J or that of his government, was, in em- 
floying the savages at all in the war; in other res- 
pects he appears to have had no concern with the trans- 
action; in his reply to General Gates, he thus vindi- 
cates himself: " In regard to Miss M'Crea, her fall 
vaoted not the tragic display you have laboured to 
gire it, to make it as sincerely lamented and abhor- 
red by me, as it can be by the tenderest of her 
friends. The fact was no premeditated barbarity. 
Oa the contrary, two chiefs who had brought her 
ofii for the purpose of security, not of violence to 
kr person, disputed which should be her guard, 
lad in a fit of savage passion, in one, from whose 
bads she was snatched, the unhappy woman he- 
cams the victim. Upon tlie first intelligence of this 
Weot, I obliged the Indians to deliver the murder- 
er into my hands, and tliough, to have punished 

ned, might therefore have been anticipated, and had Gene- 

^iorgoyne's army continued to be successful, the savhge8,inslead 

^inerting him, as they did, in the hour '< of bis utmost need/* 

*irid have spread murder and desolation every where, in spite 

ipeecbeS) rules or remonstrances. 

1W French, the English and the Americans, are however, all 
[•^|wble with a common gulH, differing how^^ver in degree, in 
oyiog the savages, in the various wars on this coi\\\i\^tA.. 
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him by our laws, or principles of justice, would hsv 
been perhaps unprecedented, he certainly shoul 
have suffered an ignominious death, had I not bee 
convinced by my circumstances and observation, be 
yond the possibility of a doubt, that a pardon undi 
the terms which I presented, and they accepted 
would be more efficacious than an execution, to pn 
vent similar mischiefs." 



SANDY HILL, AND THE MASSACRE THERE. 

Sandy Hill* " is delightfully situated just aboi 
Baker's falls — it contains a woollen manufactory! 
court house, a bank, an academy for young ladii 
and about eighty houses." This pretty, and flooi 
ishing village is regularly laid out, and composed! 
neat and handsome houses, many of which surrouB 
a beautiful central green. The village of Sand 
Hill is of recent origin, and the scite on which 
stands, was formerly the scene of Indian barbai 
ties. 

From Mr. H. a very respectable inhabitant, 
learned the following singular piece of history. 

Old Mr. Schoonhoven, recently living in this i 
einity, and probably still surviving, although at ll 
great age of more than fourscore, informed Mr. 1 
that during the last French war, he, and six or sev 
other Americans coming through the wildeme 
from Fort William Henry, at the head of La 

■ Worcester's Gazctccr. 
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Gwrge, to Sandy Hill, had the misfortune to be ta- 
fen prisoners by a party of the savages. They were 
OBDdacted to the spot, which is now the central 
green of Sandy Hill, and ordered to sit down in a 
low, upon a log. Mr. Schoonhoven pointed out to 
Mr. H. the exact place where the log lay ; it was 
learly in front of the house, where we dined. 
Ihe Indians then began, very dehberately, to 
Omahawk their victims, commencing at one end 
tf the log, and splitting the skulls of their prison« 
ITS, in regular succession; while the survivors, 
compelled to sit still, and to witness the awful fate of 
heir companions, awaited their own, in unutterable 
lorror. Mr. Schoonhoven was the last but one, up- 
m the end of the log, opposite to where the massa- 
sre commenced ; the work of death had already 
iioceeded to him, and the lifted tomahawk was 
fcady to descend, when a chief gave a signal to stop 
he butche^3^ Then approaching Mr. Schoonho- 
^, he mildly said, ** do you not remember that 
[atsuch a time) when your young men were danc- 
og, poor Indians came, and wanted to dance too ; 
four young men said " no ! — Indians shall not dance 
fcrith us;'* but you (for it seems, this chief had re- 
cognized his features only in the critical moment) 
fou said, Indians shall dance — now I will shew you 
Alt Indians can remember kindness." This chance 
ncollection, (^prav^idential, we had better call it) 
ttred the life of Mr. Schoonhoven, and of the oth- 
w survivor. 
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Strange miitture of geuerosily, and cruelty ! 
a trifling afTront, lliey cherished and gluned i 
geaDce, fell as that of infeniab, wiiliout roeaguf 
retribution, or discrimination of objecu ; for a fai 
ptjually trifliflg, they manifested magnanimity, 
ceediDg all correspondence to the benefit, and c 
ble of arresting, the stroke of death, even when ) 
ing with the rapidity of lightning!* 

EXCURSION TO tAKE GEORGE. 

This interesting region lay to the left of ot 
posed route to Lake Champkin ; to visit it, 
demand nearly twenty miles of additional travel 
through very bad roads; Mr. W. was already ft 
iar with the scene; I therefore look an extra 
veyance with whirh J was furnished at Sandy 
by the civihty of Mr. H. who did me the fanx 

* ConiiJci'itig ilie maral and iiilelleciuat light of tlie AnM 
■HVBget, we niB.v, kowever, w<-1l ask whether lliis seli aM 
uil is, manireala rnnre IhHt is iil)horreril 1o every hrimMiM— i 
jual — every iiiorBl — every Fbrisiiiin, a»j la every tn(g kmm 
faellng llian llie lameutable |irHul1cfl of iluelling, Ibal ill 
lional sin of lliia country ; llint foul slum 
noral and relipou<i |ieople; thai sin wlikb tacrrfoinf 
caarB^jbut dtaunttlr'iht}/ proi'ei iIib) innn'a cdwanllcp, vinf 
nut (TDCuuiiter Ihv vpimvur d^jfiibliiig meii, bul pr*f*r* 
tilion of tbe mosi bsciiJ lata liolh a! (ioa uid hjli ; I 
tcAitA tindt Id n prtnmtarc grirrf llio'c irlio bnre iltfimdi 
in fly thtir talour, «nd lumtvTt'i U bi) thtir ani»eiU, laid' 
lain, for witnee viciinM, IbouM^afAnerinuil 
H turn Uuiduii, uil br KhicI), all , 
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accompany me on the excursion, (for there was no 
public vehicle) and leaving Mr. W. to pursue his 
journey to Fort Anne, where I agreed to meet him, 
I'parted with him four miles above Sandy Hill at 
Glenn's falls. 



K 



GLENN'S FALLS. 

We slopped for a few moments at this celebrated 
place. It is not possible tliat so large a river as the 
Hudson is, even here, at more than two hundred 
,»iles from its mouth, should be precipitated over 

(toy declivity, however moderate, without a degree 
of grandeur. Even the various rapids which we 
had passed above Albany, and still more, the falls 
at Fort Miller Bridge, and Baker's falls, at Sandy 
Hill, had powerfully arrested our attention, and pre- 
pared us for the magnificent spectacle now before 
us. I regretted that I could not, more at leisure, 
investigate the geology of tliis pass, both for its 
own sake, and for its connexion with this fine piece 
of scenery. 

The basis of the country here, is a black lime 
•tone, compact, but presenting spots that are crys- 
tallized, and interspersed, -here and there, with th« 
aipnized remains of animals, entombed, in agei? 
I |ait, in this mausoleum. The strata are perfectly 
Itt, and ar* ' id upon one another, with the ut- 
■oit re""' that a section, perpendicular to 

thp Imost the exact atrangprn^wX. oi^ 

13 
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hewn stones in a building. Such a section has been 
made by the Hudson, through these calcareous 
strata; not however all at once; a number of lay- 
ers are removed, either through a part of the width 
of the river, or through the whole of it ; and, a few 
feet further down the stream, the layers, next below, 
are removed ; and thus, by stairs, or rather by broad 
platforms, not however without frequent irregular- 
ties, and deep channels cut by the water in the di- 
rection of the river, the way is prepared for tliis fine 

cataract. 

« 

Down these platforms, and through these chaa- 
nels, the Hudson, when the river is full, indignandy 
rushes, in one broad expanse ; now, in several sub- 
ordinate rivers, thundering and foaming among tbe 
black rocks, and at last, dashing their conflicting 
waters, into one tumultuous raging torrent, white 
as the ridge of the tempest wave, shrouded with 
spray, and adorned wdth the hues of the rainbow. 
Such is the view from the bridge immediately at 
the foot of the falls, and it is finely contrasted witb 
the solemn grandeur of the sable ledges beloWf 
which tower to a great height above the stream. 

I do not know the entire fall of <the river here, 
but should think, judging from the eye, that it could 
not be less than fifty feet,^ including all its leaps^ 
down the dififerent platforms of rock. 

* This estimate being made without m' - and as I havi 

not at hand, any authority on the sobject ''^hese falh 

i wish the fon^ef ure in tb» teit to be re *?, 
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Through an uninteresting country, partly of pine 
barren, and partly of stony bills, I arrived at night- 
fall, at the head of Lake George, and found a com* 
fortable inn, in the village of Caldwell, on the wes- 
tern shore. 

As we approached Lake George, fragments of 
primitive ro.cks, began to appear, and I observed 
numerous loose masses of granite, on the steep stony 
hills, near the lake. I was much struck with the 
formidable difficulties which General Burgoyne had 
to encounter in transporting his stores, and his boats, 
and part of his artillery, over this rugged country : 
at that time, without doubt, vastly more impractica* 
ble than at present. 

PROSPECT FROM THE HEAD OF LAKE GEORGE 

Sq^t. 28. — In the first grey of the morning, I wa? 
ia the balcony of the Inn, admiring the fine outline 
of the mountains, by which Lake George is envi- 
^ned, and the masses of pure snowy vapour, which, 
unruffled by the slightest breeze, slumbered on it£ 
crystal bosom. During all the preceding days of 
tile tour, there had not been a clear morning, but 
now, not a cloud spotted the expanse of the hea- 
Yens, and the sky and the lake conspired to exalt 



I 



every feature, of this unrivalled landscape. 

The morning came on with rapid progress; but 
the woody sides of the high mountains, that form 
Ibe eastern barrier, were still obscured, by the lin- 
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gering shadows of night, although, on their tops, t 
dawn was now fully disclosed, and their outline, 
contrast with their dark sides, was rendered bea 
tifiiUy distinct; while, their reversed images, p( 
fectly reflected from the most exquisite of all m 
lors, presented mountains pendent in the deep, a 
adhoring by tlieir bases, to those, which at the saf 
rooment, were emulating the heavens. 

A boat had been engaged, the evening befoi 
and we now rowed out upon the lake, and hasten* 
to old Fort Gcorsre, whose circular massv walls 
stone, siill twenty feet lii2;h, and in pretty go« 
preservation, rise upon a hi-ll about a quarter of 
)uile from the southern shore of the lake. I w 
anxious to enjoy, from tliis propitious spot, the a 
vnncinu; dories of the morninsf, wliich by the tin 
we had reached our station, were glowing upon tl 
mountain tops, with an effulgence, that could 1 
nujjfmented by nothing but the actual ap])earance • 
the king of day. 

N'ou', the 4)ppositfj mountaiiis — tho'^e that for 
ih^ western barrier, were sironuily llhiiiiisraied dow 
thak entire dcclivltv. while tii*: twin barrier of tl 
cjisli'in shore ('its lidtro excepted) wa«s still in dec 
>liiulow; the viipour (;n tlie lake, wliich was just sii 
lu-ient to form the .-olUMud blending of liiiht ai 
sliade, uhile it veiled the lake only in spots, ar 
left Ifs outline and nio*^! of i^s surface pcrfectlv di 
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tinct, began to form itself in(o winrows,^ and clouds 
and castlea, and to recede from the water, as if con- 
scious that its dominion must now be resigned. 

The retreat of the vapour formed a very beautiful 
part of the scenery ; it was the moveable light 
drapery, which, at first, adorning the bosom of the 
lake, soon after began to retire up the sides of the 
mountains, and to gatlier hself into delicate curtains 
and festoons. 

At the distance of twelve or fourteen miles, the 
lake turns to the right, and is lost among the moun- 
tains; to the left, is north-west Bay, more remote 
and visible from the fort. 

The promontory, which forms the point of junc- 
tion between the lake and the bay, rises into lofty 
peaks and ridges, and apparently forms the northern 
termination of the lake. 

Up these mountains, which are even more grand 
and lofty, than those on the sides of the lake, the 
rapour, accumulated by a very slight movement of 
the atmosphere from the south, rolled in immense 
masses, every moment changing their form ; now ob- 
scuring the mountains almost entirely, and jiow 
veiling their sides, but permitting their tops to 
emerge, in unclouded majesty. 

* Tbisi possibly, is an American word, (meaning the rows of 

)>>y, that are raked to[;ether, in a meadow, before the liny is 

^rown iutohcnps j) it ciactly describes the vapour, as it appi-ar- 

^)in Botne places, on the lalce, and I Itnew no other word (hat 
did. 

13* 
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Anxious to witness, from the surface of the 
_jWprst appearance of the sun's orb, we rej 
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and the sun, already risen for some time, does not 
dart a single ray upon this imprisoned lake, till, hav- 
ing gained a considerable elevation, he bursts, all at 
once, over the fiery ridge of the eastern mountains, 
and pours, not a horizontal, but a descending flood 
of light, which, instandy piercing the deep shadows, 
that rest on the lake, and on the western side of the 
eastern barrier, thus produces the finest possible ef- 
fects of contrast. When the sun bad attained a lit- 
tle height above the mountain, we observed a curi- 
ous effect ; a perfect cone of light, with its base to- 
wards the sun, lay upon the water, and, from the 
vertex of the cone, which reached half across the 
lake, &ere shot out a delicate line of parallel rays, 
which reached the western shore, and the whole ve- 
ry perfectly represented a gilded steeple. As this 
effect is opposite to the common form of the sun's 
effulgence, it must probably depend upon some pe- 
culiarities in the shape of the summits of the moua- 
^ns at this place. 



PAINTS, NO. 3 AND 4. 

For some illusfrations of the scenery of the south 
8ad of Lake George, and of the preceding descrip- 
^onof it, reference may be had to the prints. No. 3 
^i 4, — for which, as well as for all the similar or- 
iHLments of this volume, I am indebted to the pencil 
•f my friend and fellow traveller. These ttdo views 



/ 



148. TOUR BETWBfiN HARTF6RD AND QUEBEC. 



•m MM i<»'* 



TOUR BETWKIN llARTFOBD AND QUEBEC. 149 

clivity, by which we ascend from the lake, to the 
eld fort, upon the walls of which ^e are supposed 
10 stand, and they, of course^ are not in view. On 
the very shore, we observe one of the old barracks, 
formerly belonging to the fort, now exhibiting a 
tavern sign, and, till within a few years, constituting 
ihe only place of accommodation to those who vis- 
ited Lake George. At this place, although princi- 
pally covered by the water, arc the ruins of the old 
military quay or pier, formerly extending a good 
way into the lake, and affording important facilities 
to the numerous expeditions, that hav8 sailed upon 
Lake George. 

I 
I 

I REiMARKS ON LAKE GEORGE AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

' Every one has heard of the transparency of the 
waters of Lake George. This transparency is, in- 
deed, very remarkable, and the saihe, (as we might 
indeed well suppose it would be,) is the fact with 
*11 the streams that pour into it. After the day 
light became strong, we could see the bottom per- 
fectly, in most places where we rowed, and it is 
Said, that in fishing, even in twenty or twenty-five 
feet of water, the angler may select his fish, by 
bringing the hook near the raoutlt^of the one which 
Jie prefers. 

Bass and trout are among the most celebrated 
"shof the lake ; the latter were now in season, and 
»»othing of th« kind can be finer; this beautiful fish, 
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elegantly decorated, and gracefully formed, diy*i 
observation, rapid in lis nioveiapiit8,and deligbtio] 
above all, in the perfect purity of its element, 
I in Lake George, a residence, most happily adapU 
I to its nature. Here it attains a t-ery iincoiDinon six 
Find exhibits its most perfect beauty and Gyinineir 
r The delicate carnation of its flesli, is here also nxN 
I remarkable^ and its flavour exquisite. 

If the lovers of the sublime and beautiful^ ^ii 
Lake George, for its scenery, and ihe patriotic, 
I behold the places where their fathers stemmed ll 
I tide of savage invasion ; the epicure also, iviJl con 

■ not to cherish the tender and the heroic, nor la ai 
Itnirethe picturesque and the grand, but to cnjo 
I the native luxuries of (be place. 

The lake is about a mile wide near its head, : 

' is sometimes wider, sometimes narrower than thiS| 

but rarely exceeding two miles, through its Icngib 

of thirty-six mflfs. It is said to contain as maaf, 

islands, as there are days in Ihe year. 

1 bad scarcely any opportunities of observing t 
laineralogy and geology of this region. 

The beautiJ'ul crystals of quartz, which all stn 
gers obtain at Lake George, are got on the islands i 
the lake ; one about four miles from its head, (u 
^called, of course, the iSamond island,) has I 

principally famous for affording them ; there is i 
■:iBolitary miserable cottage upon this islaod, Iroi 

■ which we saw the smoke ascending; — a womaq 
sJwiivu iu itj is facetiously called " the lady of tb 
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I tice ; f probably no Malcolm Greme, and Rhod- 
■ si^y h^'ill ever contend on her account. 
I OTQ dftare now obtained from other islands, I 
j ing fron>e than from this, and they are said no 
i ed such f ♦he single loose crystals in abundance 
In SOI ,, but break up the rocks for Ais pur- 
shores, " r people occupy themselves in procur- 
lates, jj which they deposit at the public house, 
ter Si 

ice, rystals of Lake George, are hardly surpass- 
dov'iny in the world, for transparency, and for per- 
dia of form ; they are, as udual, the six-sided 
j^^i, and frequently terminated at both ends by 
sided pyramids. These last must, of course, be 
and loose, or, at least, not adhering to any rock ; 
3 which are broken off, have necessarily only 
ine pyramid.* I procured specimens of the rocky 
patrix, in which the crystals are formed ; it is of 
jquartzoze nature, and contains cavities finely stud- 
|ded with crystals. 

t The crystals of Lake George frequently contain 
a dark coloured foreign substance, enclosed all 
around, or partiaUy so ; its nature, I believe, has not 
been ascertained ; it may be manganese, titanium, 
qf iron. 

I had no opportunity to see the rocks, except 
those on which Fort George stand, and which form 

' 1 have a crystal from Lake George, obtained by a soldier, and 
l^reseoted to the late President Dwigbty which is between five and 
til iocbes long, by three broad, and is perfectly limpid, aad welt 
cryttallsed. 
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the barrier of the lake, at its head ; they atfttgi- 
eoloured, compact lime-stone, of a very c 
and smooth conchoidal fracture; they 
resemble the marble of Middlebury, Utt sitt, 
and, I suppose, belong to the transiti^metry* 
could get no view of the rocks of the ) most 
barriers, but, from what I afterw^ards sk 
dudo they are primitive, and probably (at tuil' 
eastern cfne,) gneiss.* to 

The vulgar, about the lake, say, that iht 
places, it has no bottom ; by which, doiUtt 
ought to be understood, that it is in some plajt* 
deep as not to be fathomed by their lines ; I r' 
of no attempts to ascertain its greatest depth. 

The mountains are extensively, or rather all 
universally in dense forest ; rattle snakes and 
abound upon them, and hunting is still ^pursued 
with success. 

I was credibly informed, that, a few years si 
there was a man in this vicinity, who had the 
gular power, and the still stranger temerity, to c 
living rattle snakes with his naked hands, wit 
wounding the snakes, or being wounded by th 
he used to accumulate numbers of them in 
manner, for curiosity, or for sale, and, for a 1 

i 

♦Dr. Meade (Csperimeptal Enqiiiryi he. \i. 5,) remarksi 
the eastern side of Lake George is composed of truRsition rM 
the head of this lake appears, indeed) to be transition liane*it< 
and possibly Us bed may be the same ; although the quarts ft 
the islands, (which I have not visited,) gives ft differeot iodl 

tion ; both bcrritrs are,Vovi«NeT^VLTi^QwUf'.dlf p^lmiUv«• 

i 
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lime, persisted, uninjured, in this audacious prac- 
tice ; but, at last, the awful fate, which all but liim- 
XK had expected, overtook him ; he was bitten, 
fa died. Surely no motive, except one spring- 
ing from the highest moral duty, could have justifi- 
wi such an ex]||sure. 

In some places, the mountains, contiguous to tlie 
chores, are rocky and precipitous. T^t^jitjoj, ^e- 
ates, that a white man, closely pursued, in the win- 
:er season, by two Indians, contrived to reach the 
ce, on the surface of the lake, by letting himself 
Sown one of these precipices, and, before the In- 
iians could follow, he was on his skaits, and dart- 
ing, " swift as the winds along," was soon out of 
their reach. 

I am not informed that the height of the moun- 
lains, about liake George, has ever been measured ; 
ihey appeared to my eye, generally, to exceed one 
thousand feet, and probably the highest may be fif- 
teen hundred, or more. 

The wreck of a steam-boat, recently burnt to the 
waters edge, lay. near the tavern : it gavje great fa- 
cility in going up this beautiful lake to Ticondero- 
ga ; parties and individuals, were much in the habit 
of making this tour ; and, were there a good road, 
instead of a very bad one, from Glenn's falls to 
lake George, and were the steam-boat re-estabhsh- 
cd, it must become as great a resort, as the lakes of 
Westmoreland and Cumberland, or as Lock Ka- 
trin, now immortalized by the muse of Scott. 

14 
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The Tillage of CaldweH, built entirely ainM^Jll 
American war, contains five or six hundred iub 

I ants, with neat buildings, public and |)rivatc, a 
ery large commodious imblic-house, well providW 

I iind attecdud, so that strangers, visiting the lukf, can 
have every desired accommodation. _X'''=' village, I 
am informed, has arisen principully Irom the exer- 
ts Hf-a«uD"*<-.yiis)ng individual, from Hlinin it de- 

I rives its name, as tveli as its existence. lie has Ihred i 
to see his labourt; crowned willi success, and a pnflXf 1 
vHllage now smiles at the fool of the western barriw"^ 
of Lake George, on ground where Uie iron ramparu 
of war are still visible; for, on tlii^i very ground, 

1 liie Marquis Montcalm'ffnrmj' wa,"! entrenclu'd. ai 
ihe siege of Fort William Henry, in 1757. 



I 



BATTI.KS OF LAKK GCOflCF,. 

In tile wars^ q{ tliis country, Lake George bat 
long been conspicuous. Its liead waters formed iho 
KbortQsi, and most convenient connexion, between 
Canada, and the Hudson, and hence the establish- 
ment of Fort William Henry, in 1755, and, in more 
recent times, of Fort George, in its immedialu vi- 
cinity. 

This most boauliful and peaceful lake, environi 
by mountains, and eecming to claim an cxem; 
from the troubles of an agitated world, has 
bristled witli the proud array of war, has wnfted 
most forioidablo preiiaratioos on its bosom, and 



more 
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^tiuyilledly witnessed both the splendors and the 

% Jwoc of battle. 

Large drmies have been, more than once, embark- 
on Lake George;- proceeding do\^n it, on their 
way to attack Ticonderoga and Crown Point ; this 
was the fact with the army of Abercrombie, con- 
.sisting of nea^ sixteen thousand men, including 
nine thousand troops from the colonies, and a very 
formidable train of artillery, which, on the fifth of 
July, 1758, embarked at the south end of Lake 
George, on board of one hundred twenty-five whale 
boats, and nine hundred batteaux. 

What an armament for that period of this coun- 
try ! What a spectacle, on such a narrow quiet laHe ! 
It is said by an eye witness, to have been a most 
imposing sight. Little did this proud army imagine, 
tliat withi^i two days, they would sustain, before Ti- 
conderqja, a most disastrous defeat, whh the loss 
of neariy two thousand men, and of lord Howe,* 
one of their most beloved and promising leaders, 
and tkut they would so soon return up the lake, in 
discomfiture and disgrace. In July, of the next 
summer, (1759,) Lake George was again covered 
with an armament, little inferior in numbers, to that 
•f General Abercrombie, but'^stly %i(U3erior in suc- 
cess ; for Ticonderoga and Crown Point, were 
andoned at its approach, and General Amherst, 



* Father of (be Howe, who figured so much during the rcvoiu- 
^ I I'iooary war. 
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its fortunate leader, obtained an almost 
▼ietory.* ' 



FORT l^VILLIAM HENRY. 

The remaios of this olj} fbrt are still visibli 
are on the verge of the lake, at its 4|bd ; th' 
the gate, and the ^t-\vorks, can still be co! 
ly traced ; the ditches have, even now, coi 
ble depth, and the well that supplied the g 
is there, and affords water to this day ; ne 
in this fort, much blood has been shed. 

In August^ 1755, General^ afterwards S 
liam Johnson, lay at the head of Lake Geoq 
an army, about tb proceed to the attack of 
Point ; they were tioops liaised by the n 
colonies. 

Baron Dicskau, who commanded the 
forces in Canada, leaving Ticonderoga, cam 
Lake Champlain, througli south bay, and w 
needing to the attack of Fort tdward, whic 
tained not five hundred men, and had been n 
to Dieskau, to be )vithout cannon. To the * 
of this fort, GcneralJohnson detached one tlj 
men, and two^4iundr6d Indians, under Color 
Hams of Dcern^Id. 

* Colonel Roger Townalicnd was killed by a cannon «!j 
reconnoitering, on almost Ibe same spot, whcrt: lord II 
killed, the yearfiefore ; lie is said to have resciublod hi 
-> in birtb^age, qaaliftcatjons, andcliaraclcr." 
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L . Dieskau's army, having in the mean time, learn- 
i ~ed, that there were cannon at Fort Bdward, and 
being assured that General Johnson's camp was 
without artillery or entrenchments, importuned their 
General to change his purpose of attacking Fort 
Edward, and to lead them northward, to assail 
Johnson's cafnp. Dieskau yielded to their wishes, 
and turned his course accordingly. The moun- 
tains, which form the barriers of Lake George, con- 
tinue to the south, after they leave the lake, form- 
ing a rugged, narrow defile, of several miles in \ 
length, most of which was then, and still is, filled 
with forest trees. 

In this defile, about four miles from General John- 
son's camp. Colonel Wilhams' party, which left the 
camp, between eight and nine o'clock in the mor- 
ning, of September 6, 1755, very unexpectedly fell 
in with the army of Baron Dieskau ; the two armies 
met in the road, front to front; the Indians of 
Dieskau's army were in ambuscade, upon botli de- 
clivities of the mountain, and thus it was a complete 
surprise, for <Dolonel Williams had unhappily neg- 
lected to place any scouts upon his wings. A bloody 
battle ensued, a deadly fire was poured in upon both 
flanks. — Colonel Williams* endeavouring to lead 

* I am informed by General Hoyt, of Deerfield, that Colonel 
Williams' remains, (or such as are believed to be his,) have recent- 
ly bscn found, with the skull perforated by a ball. 

If 1 mistake not, the observation was made by, or under the 
immediate direction of General Iloyt, who has taken much pains, 
by accurate and minute examinations, conducted by himselhtf^ 

14* '^ 
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his men against the unseen enemy, was instaatlf 
shot through the head, and he, and hundreds of hi 
party, inclu<ting old Hendrick, the cliief of the Mw 
bawks, and forty Indians were slain. The reniaio 
der of the party, under the command of Colonel 
Whiting, retreated into the camp. They came ruin 
uing in, in the utmost confusion and coustematioof 
and perhaps owed their safety, in a grea) measure! 
10 another party, which, when the Bring was heardj 
and perceived to be growing louder and nearer, v 
/ sent out to succour them. 

Judge Kent informed me, that old Mr. Van Skotlfr 

of Kinderhook, has recently related to him dial, a 

ving the next day, on the ground where the hattle n 

^_ fought, he saw three hundred men, dead on the spo^ 

^■uid Baron Dieskau lying, mortally wotmded, in tfa< 

^■English camp, on the bed of General Johasntl 

This wound was received in a second, and siil 

greater hattle, fought the same day. Dieskau, : 

the retreat of Williams' party, marching on i 

I spirit, attacked General Johnson's entrenched campy 

Vdie tpolt Id invrsli^ale the preciae fnci!, lu lo the places Rnd t 

HfOmtlKnCES of fome ot uur most intefesliiig iiiililnrj' cveDtt 

hrely, il ii liigh lime llinl similar eflbrls were miiJe in ill aiml 

nfl«r the pretenl genBntion U gone, ori'iiMl wilnMi 

longer be hmd ; aiiil there are few immedlnlr- ine«nlii 

• palrioliim. thnt are morv efreetetO, then iurh etacl local lliw 

ies.nf great ni>1iiiir]revenl«,Biiil imrtrDiilarly, ul' Ib« oataalmpt 

f iliiliiiguislied men. who hnve rllril for their country, ^u\ 

Mfal lloyi will pardon me for Ihii [lublic meolion of him.a 

ft (lie e«preMion of mj wish thai hii InlereMiiig re«arehe« m 

Abv withheld from the pnlilie. — June, ^3Sn 
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and although he fought with long and persevering 
valour, his army, in a great measure deserted bj the 
Canadians and Indians, was repulsed with immense 
slaughter. DJeskau, wounded in the leg, and un- 
able to follow his retreating army, was found leaning 
against a tree ; he began to feel for his watch, in 
order to deliver it up to the soldier, who was ap- 
proaching him ; but the soldier supposing him to be 
searching for a pistol, unhappily fired a charge into 
his hips which caused his death. 

Nor did this battle terminate the fighting of this 
bloody day. The remains of Dieskau's army re- 
treated, about four miles, to the ground where Colo- 
nel Williams had been defeated in the morning, and 
the rear of the army were there sitting upon the 
ground, had opened their knapsacks, and were re- 
freshing themselves, when Captain McGinnies, who 
with two hundred men, had been dispatched from Fort 
Edward, to succour the main body, came up with 
this portion of the French army, thus sitting in se- 
curity, and attacked and totally defeated them, al- 
though he was himself mortally wounded. Thus 
were three battles fought in one day,* and almost 
upon the same ground. This ground I went over. 
Remains of the encampment are still to be found, 
ill the woods. The neighbouring mountain, in 
which the French so suddenly made their appear- 
ance, is, to this day, called French Mountain^ and 

• Smollet and some other writers placfe this last battle on the 
next d>\v. 
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this name, with the tradition of the fact, will be sent 
down to the latest posterity. I was shewn a rock 
by the road at which a considerable slaughter took 
place. 

THE BLOODY POND. 

Just by the present road, and in the midst of these 
battle grounds, is a circular pond, shaped exactly 
like a bowl ; it may be two hundred feet in diame- 
ter, and was, when I saw it, full of water, and cov- 
ered with the pond lilly, Alas ! tliis pond, now so 
peaceful, was the common sepulchre of the brave ; 
the dead bodies of most of those who were slain 
on this eventful day, were thrown, in undistin- 
guished confusion into this pond ; from that time 
to the present, it has been called tlie bloody pond, 
and there is not a child in tins region, but will point 
you to the French mountain, and to the bloody 
pond. — I stood with dread, upon its brink, and 
threw a stone into its unconscious waters. After 
these events, a regular fort was constructed at the 
head of the lake and called Fort William Henry. 

MASSACRE OF FORT WILLIAM HENRY. 

The three battles of September 6lh, were not 
the end of the tragedies of Lake George. The 
Marquis de Montcalm after three inefTcctual 
attempts upon Fort William Henry, made great 
efforts to besiege it in form, and in August, 1757. 
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havug landed ten thousand men near the fort, sum- 
mpned it to surrender. The place of his landing 
was shewn me, a little north of the public house •; 
the regains of his batteries and other works are 
still visible ; and the graves and bones of the slain 
are occasionally discovered. 

He had a powerful train of artillery, and although 
the fort and works were garrisoned by three thou- 
sand men, and were most gallantly defended by the 
commander. Colonel Monroe, it was obliged to capit- 
ulate ; but the most honourable terms, were granted 
to Colonel Monroe, in consideration of his great gal- 
lantry. The bursting of the great guns, the want of 
' ammunition, and above all, the failure of General 
Webb to succour the fort, although he lay idle at 
Fort Edward with four thousand men, were the 
causes of this catastrophe. 

The capitulation was, however, most shamefully 
broken ; the Indians attached to Montcalm's army, 
while the troops were marching out of the gate of 
the fort, dragged the men from the ranks, particu- 
larly the Indians in th^ English service, and butch- 
ered them in cold blood — they plundered all with- 
out distinction, and murdered women and littU 
children, with circumstances of the most aggravated 
barbarity.* The massacre continued all along the 

i * Men and women had their throats cut, their bodies ripped 
open, and their bowels, with insult, (brown in their faces. — In- 
fants and children were barbarously taken by the heels, and (heir 
brains dashed out against stones and trees. The Indians pursued 
the English nearly half the way to Fort Edward, wWvei VV^i 
s,TtLiB^t number of thrai nnivtJ in a' njost forlorn cot\^'v\\oi\ 
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road, through the defile of the mountain! 
many miles, tlie miserable prisoners, i 
those in the rear, were tomahawked a 
down in cold blood ; it might well be 
bloody defile, for it was the same ground 
the scene of the battles, only two years 
1755. It is said that efforts were made by t 
to restrain the barbarians, but they were nc 
ed, and the miserable remnant of the gai 
difficulty reached Fort Edward pursued 
dians, although escorted by a body of Frer 
I passed over the whole of the ground, u 
this tragedy was acted, and the oldest n 
country still remember this deed of guilt ai 

Fort William Henry was levelled by '. 
and has never been rebuilt. Fort G( 
built as a substitute for it, on a more co 
scite, and although often mentioned in i 
of subsequent wars, was not I believe th 
any very memorable event. 

It was the depot for the stores of th< 
General Burgoyne, till thatdcommander : 
ed his connexion with the lakes, and en 
to push his fortunes without depending 
magazines in the rear. 

Having occupied a very busy morning 
the memorable places at the head of Lai 
and having procured specimens of the m 
ductions of this region, I proceeded on n 
to Fort Anoo. Mr. H , my obligin 
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% attended me, and we were necessitated to re- 
^ some miles through the gorge of the moun- 
•ins, and again to view the bloody pond, the French 
oontain, and the bloody defile. Rarely, I pre- 
ftne, have such scenes of horror been exhibited so 
ten, within so narrow a space. We may confi- 
ndy trust, that they will never be repeated ; that 
ike George, traversed no longer by armies, its 
'6sts and its mountains undisturbed by the roar 
cannon, and its waters polluted no more by 
»od ; but visited in peace, by the lovers of the 
>linie and beautiful, and arrayed in its own gran- 
ir and loveliness, will hereafter exhibit the tra- 
al history of other times, only to impart a pen- 
e tenderness and a moral dignity to the charm- 
; scenes with which the story of these events is 
tociated. 

As we emerged from the defile, and turned to 
5 left, around the base of the mountains that form 
B eastern barrier of Lake George, we had many 
tportunities of admiring the grandeur of that bar- 
Br, and of contemplating all that wildness of land- 
!ipe, which, it may be presumed, has undergone 
ttlc change, since it was traversed by the prowling 
•rage, intent on the chase, or on his more beloved 

Pployment, the destruction of his fellow creatures, 
lliis dreadful occupation he has, however, been 
>K)re than rivalled by'the polished nations of Araer- 
*»and of Europe ; who, if they do not pursue war 
^ the atrocity of the savage, seem to have fe\- 
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lowed it willi all his eagerness, and have often id 
tified ihemselves with hia most horrid cnicllies, 
calling him in as an ally and a friend, and march 
by his side to slaughter ihose who arc connected 
the common, (it ought to be hy the sacred) tli 
Christianity. 

In the progress of our lidc, we emerged ft 
mountain scenery, and saw many good farms, 
much arable and pasture land. The country 
came much less rugged, although the roads « 
little improved by art ; for they were common : 
often obscure cross roads. 

We met with no adventure, and the faStiM 
one of our waggon wheels, which obliged i 
walk, and to sustain the machine for the last 
miles, did not prevent our arriving at the appob 
hour of dinner at old Fort Anne, which Mr. Wj 
worth had already reached before me. 

Fort Anne was another post eslahhshed in 
French wars. It stood about midway hetweea 1 
Edward and the most souihern point of Li 
Cliamploin, and at the^ead of battcaux navlgai 
efi Wood Creek. I di<^ot go to its scile, the w 
of which, I am told, are almost obliterated; 
<iVe11, however, is still to be seen. There is a e 
. iiderable village here, which bears the nnnut of 
Fort. 
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BATTLE NEAR FORT ANNE. 

Leaving Fort Anne we crossed Wood Creek, 
ahd our journey to Whitehall was almost constantly . 
along its banks, or very near them. 

At a narrow pass between some high rocks and 
the river, we were shewn the place where, on the 
Bth of July, 1777, the 9th British regiment, be- 
longing to General Burgoyne's army, sustained a 
beavy loss, by a conflict with the Americans under 
Colonel Long. 

. After the surrender of Ticonderoga, General Bur- 
5oyne endeavoured to keep up the alarm, by spread- ' 
bg his parties over the country. With this view, ^ 
Cobnel Hill, at the head of the 9th regiment, was 
lispatched after Colonel Long, who, with four or 
be hundred men, principally the invalids and con- 
nlescents of the army, had taken post at Fort Anne, 
was directed by General Schuyler to defend it. 
mel Long, with his party, did not wait an at- 
from the enemy, but boldly advanced to meet 
!m. " At half past ten iiflhe morning, (says Ma« 
Forbes,* of the British regiment,) they attacked 
in front, with a heavy and well directed fire ; ^, 
5e body of them passed the creek on the left^ 
fired from a thick wood across the creek on 
left flank of the regiment : they then began to 
Kcross the creek and attack us in the rear ; we then 

* Bargoyne's slate of the expedition, &c. 

15 
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found it necessary to change our ground, to prevei 
the regiment's being surrounded ; we took post o 
the top of a hill to our right. As soon as we ha 
taken post, the enemy made a very vigorous attacl 
which continued for upwards of two hours ; an 
they certainly would have forced us, had it n< 
been for some Indians that arrived and gave th 
Indian whoop, which we answered with thrc 
cheers ; the rebels soon after that gave way,"- 
The giving way of the Americans was, howevei 
caused, not by the terror of the war whoop, but b; 
the failure of their ammunition. The fact was, thi 
British regiment was worsted, and would probabh 
have been taken or destroyed, had Colonel Lonj 
been well supplied with ammunition. It was sai 
by Captain Money, another British officer, that th 
fire was even heavier than it was in the obstinat 
battle of September 19th, on Bemus' heights. Tb 
icene of this battle is very correctly described above 
by Major Forbes. 

On leaving the street of Fort Anue village, w 
crossed a bridge over Wood Creek, and were noi 
on its left bank. Immediately after, we came to 
narrow pass, only wide enough for the carriage, ao 
Cut, in a great measure, out of a rocky ledge, whid 
terminates here, exactly at the creek. This Icdg 
is the southern end of a high rocky hill, which coa 
verges towards Wood Creek, and between the tw 
is a narrow tract of level ground, which terminate 
SLi the pass ahready mentioned. On this ground tb 
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cattle took place, and the wood on the right bank 
of the creek, from which tlie Americans fired upon 
the left flank of the British, is still there, and it was 
up this rocky hill that th^y retreated and took their 
Itand. 

General Burgoyne, as usual, claimed a victory in 
tills afiair, which is understood to have been a 
bloody contest, as indeed it obviously must have 
been, from the narrowness of the defile, and the 
.consequent nearness of the contending parties. — 
Captain Montgomery, of Colonel Hill's regiment, 
tas loft wounded on the field, and taken prisoner 
by the Americans, which could not have been the 
kct, had the Royal party been victorjous. 

Immediately after leaving this battle ground we 
rrived on the banks of the canal, which they are 
ow digging from the Hudson to Lake Champlaiii. 
leing almost constantly in sight of it, and very of- 
5n as near it as possible, we were seriously incom- 
loded by deep gullies and heaps of miry clay, 
irown out by the canal diggers, through which we 
'ere compelled to drag our-way ; and when we wer*^. 
ot in the mud, we found a road excessively rough 
Qd uncomfortable, from the united efiecl of nmcJi 
lin and much travelling, with occasional hot sun- 
bine, in a country whose basis is a stiflT clay. We 
9de almost constantly in sighj,6CWood Creek, as 
rell as of the canal. ^iii 

The rocks on our ride were inTOnse strata of 
oeiss, often so full of garnets, th'atjfe ledges ap- 
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j$eared, at a great distance, spotted with red and 
brown. These primitive hills have every appear- 
ance of being continued, uninterruptedly, to Lake 
George, and it is evident that its eastern barrier 
must be primitive. , 

After a very fatiguing journey from Fort Anne, 
several miles of which I walked, we arrived safelj 
at Whitehall, at the head of Lake Champlain, a lit: 
tie before night 

I am told there are on parts of the road from 
Fort Edward, remains of the causeway, which Gen- 
eral Burgoyne, with so much labour, caused to be 
constructed for the passage of his army, but I did 
not see them. It will be remembered that his 
route was from Skeensborough, (now Whitehall) to . 
Fort Edward. 

WHITEHALL— THE CANAL. 

The canal terminates twentj'-two miles from Fort | 
Edward, at Whitehall, where they are now con- ' 
structing a lock, with handsome massy hewn stone. ; 
There is a considerable descent to the surface of j 
Lake Champlain, and Wood Creek, whose moutk 
and that of the canal are side by side, here rushes ; 
down a considerable rapid with some grandeur*; 
This is the place formerly called the falls of Wood 
Creek at Skeensborough. 

As Wood Creek is really a river, navigable by 
krgrr boats than those which will probably pass on 
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the caDal, and as the canal and river from Fort 
Anne, a distance of about ten or eleven miles, are of- 
ten close together, so that a stone might be thrown 
from the one to the other, a traveller does not at once 
see why the larger natural canal should, with vast 
expense,* be deserted for the smaller artificial one. 
, Perhaps the shortening of distance, by avoiding the 
numerous windings of the creek — the obtaining of 
a better horse road for dragging the boats — security 
from the effects of floods and drought, in altering 
the quantity of water — and the securing of a more 
adequate supply of water for that part of the canal 
between Fort Anne and the Hudson, may be among 
the reasons, and, in either case, there must be locks 
at Whitehall. However this may be, I cannot doubt 
diat some good reason must have influenced those 
who directed this undertaking, although it may not 
be obvious to a stranger.f 

* The whole expense of the canal is said to have been esti- 
Bated at $7SlfQOO,—}Vorcestefs Gasetteer. 

I AsT walked along, I interiogateda plain man, (apparently a 
triifUntial farmer,) through whose possessions the canal passed, 
why they dug the canal hy the side of Wood Creek, which ap- 
pfitred, of itself, to be sufficient. He replied, with a good deal of 

[ pttiilant warmth, that it was to cut up people's land, and to ex- 
pnd a great deal of money, and thus to buy in6uence and vofcsy 
Md that this part of the canal was perfectly useless. I mention 

;lbe circomstance, not as entering at all into this man's views, or 
iMipposing him the least in the right, but merely to give a spe* 

[cimeo of a species of Ibcal irritation, which, I believe is not un- 
common in similar cases, where farmi are intersected by caoaYsi 

15* 
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WHITEHALL PORT. 

This is a well built, and apparently thriving little 
place, situated on both branebes of the muddj 
Wood Creek, which on its way to the gulf of St 
Lawrence, sluggishly flows through the village, 
till it makes its escape, into Lake Champlain ; it 
then tumbles down a steep declivity, over a bed of 
rocks, and foams, and roars, as if in exultation, at 
making its escape from its own Lethean channel 

Whitehall anciently called Skeensborough, was fa- 
mous in General Burgoyne's campaign. Here hede^i 
stroyed the little American flotilla, in July, 1777, and 
tlie baggage and stores of the American army; and 
here he had his head quarters for some time, while 
preparing to pass his army and heavy artillery oTtf 
land to Fort Edward. 

Whitehall is situated at the bottom of a narrow ie* 
file in the mountains, and has the bustle and crowd- 
ed aspect of a port, without the quiet and cleanii' 
ness of a village. Some of the houses are situated 
on elevations and declivities, and some in the bot- 
tom of the vale — some are of wood, and others d 
brick, but I was gratified to see many of theol 
iiandsomely constructed of stone — of the fi4 
Gneiss rock which abounds here — ^the two pari 

or by new turnpike roads, or where these facilities for tram 
portation give a new direction to travelHag, or to trade, or M 
tb« estimated Taliie of property. 
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of the town are connected by a bridge over Wood 
Creek. The population of this town is between 
two and three thousand, and the village contains a 
Presbyterian meeting-house, four warehouses, ten 
stores, and more than an hundred dwelling houses.* 
The fever and ague is now, very prevalent here, 
and many sallow faces, and feeble frames, are to bo 
seen about the streets. 

The country, both up Wood Creek, and down 
the lake, contiguous to the town, looks as if it might 
nourish fever and ague, but the inhabitants deny 
that it is their inheritance, and profess to consider 
the visitation of this summer as fortuitous. I am 
afraid that their canal, with its stagnant waters, will 
not help them to more health. A thick fog prevail- 
ed here, most of the time that we were in the place, 
and rendered it uncomfortable to move out of door^ 
till the middle of the forenoon, when it blew away. 
This will probably, become a considerable place, 
situated as it is, at the bead of the lake navigation, 
and at the point of communication, between the 
Hudson and Lake Champlain. It derives some 
litde importance, from the small navy maintained on 
the lake, in time of war ; there is a small naval arse- 
nal here and at present there are a few naval offi- 
cers and men at this station. 

* Worcftster's Gazftleer. 
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THE OLD MAN OF THE AGE OF IRITIS XIV. 

Two miles from Whitehall, on the SiOem roac 
to Albany, lives Henry Francisco, a native fl 
France, and of a place which he pronounced Ei»rJl 
but doiihllcss this is not the orthography, and th 
plac6 was, probably, some obscure village, whic 
may not be noticed in maps^nd Gazetteers. 

Having a few hours to spare, before the depai 
ture of the steam boat for St. John's, in Cam 
da, we rode out to see, (probably,) the oldest ma 
in America. He believes himself to be one hnd 
dred and thirly-four years old, and the rounM| 
around believe him to be of this great age. Whi 
we arrived at bis residence, (a plain fanner's hoitsi 
not painted, rather out of repair, and much open I 
the wind,) he was up stairs, at his daily work, ( 
spooling and winding yarn. This occupation i 
auxiliary to that oC IiIh wife, who is a weaver, an 
although more than eighty years old, she weaves si 
yards a day, and the old man can supply her wil 
more yarn than she can weave. Supposing he mui 
be very feeble, we offered o go up stairs to I 
but he soon came down, walking somewhat stoop 
ing, and supported by a staff, but with less apparea 
inconvenience, than most persons oxhihlt at eighty 
five or ninety. His stature is of the middle size, i 
although his person is rather delicate and slendai 
be stoops but little, even when unsupported. Hi 
lomplexion is very ftiir and delicate, and his expreBi 
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ioD bright, cheerful, and intelligent; his features are 
landsome, and considering that they have endured 
hrough one third part of a second century, they 
ire regular, comely, and, wonderfully undisfigured 
)y the hand of time 5 his eyes are of a lively blue ; 
lis profile is Grecian, and very fine ; his head is 
completely covered with the most beautiful and del- 
cate white locks imaginable; they are so long and 
abundant as to fall gracefully from the crown of his 
bead, parting regularly from a central point, and 
reaching down to his shoulders ; his hair is perfect- 
ly snow white, except where it is thick in his neck ; 
when parted there, it shews some few dark shades, 
the remnants of a former century. 

He still retains the front teeth of his upper jaw : 
his mouth is not fallen in, like that of old people 
jenerally, and his lips, particularly, are like those of 
middle life ; his voice is strong and sweet toned, 
although a little tremulous ; his bearing very little 
ia\paired, so that a voice of usual strength, with dis- 
tmct articulation, enables him to understand ; his eye- 
sight is sufficient for his work, and he distinguishes 
large print, such as the title page of the Bible, with- 
out glasses ; his health is good, and has always 
been so, except that he has now a cough and ex- 
pectoration. 

He informed us, that his father, driven out of 
France, by religious persecution, fled to Amster- 
dam; by his account, it must have been on account 
of the persecutions of the French protestaats, ot 
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HugODOts, in the latter part of the reign of Louis 
XIV. At Amsterdam, his father married his moth- 
er, a Dutch woman, five years before he was born, 
and, before that event, returned with her, into 
France. When he was five years old, his father 
again fled on account of '^ de religion," as he 
expressed it, (for his language, although very intel- 
ligible English, is marked by French peculiarities.) 
He says, he well remembers their flight, and that it 
was in the winter ; for, he recollects, that, as they 
were descending a hill, which was covered with 
snow, he cried out to his father, " O fader, do go 
back and get my little carriole," — (a little boy's 
sliding sledge or sleigh.) 

From these dates we are enabled to fix the timp of 
liis birth, provided he is correct in the main fart, for 
)jc says he was present at Queen Anne's coronation, 
Jind was then sixteen years old, the 31st day of May, 
old i?tyle. His father, (as he asserts,) after his re- 
turn from Holland, had again been driven from 
France, by persecution, and the second time took 
refuge in Holland, and afterwards in England, 
where he resided, with his family, at the time of the 
coronation of Queen Anne, in 1702. This makes 
Francisco to have been born in 1686; to have been 
expelled from France in 1691 , and therefore, to have 
completed his hundred and thirty-third year on the 
eleventh of last June ; of course, he is now more 
than three months advanced in his hundred and 
tliirty-fourtli year. It is notorious, tliat about this 
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ime, multitudes of French protestants fled, on ac* 
;ount of the persecutions of Louis XIV, resulting 
rom the revocation of the edict of Nantz, which oc- 
curred October 12, 1685, and, notwithstanding the 
guards upon the frontiers, and other measures of 
precaution, or rigor, to prevent emigration, it is well 
known, that for years, multitudes continued to make 
their escape, and that thus Louis lost six hundred 
thousand of his best and most useful subjects. I 
asked Francisco, if he saw Queen Anne crowned; 
he replied, with great animation, and with an ele- 
vated voice, " Ah ! dat I did, and a fine looking wo- 
man she was too, as any you dat will see now a- 
days."* 

He said he fought in all Queen Anne's wars, 
and was at many battles, and under many command- 
ers, but his memory fails, and he cannot remember 
their names, except the Duke of Malborough, who 
was one of them. 

He has been much cut up by wounds, which he 
shewed us, but cannot always give a very distinct 
account of his warfare. 

He came out, with his father, from England, t© 
New- York, probably early in the last century, but 
cannot remember the date. 

'. He said, pathetically, when pressed for accounts 
of hh military experience, " O, I was in all Queen 
Aune'i i^ars ; I was at Niagara, at Oswego, on the 

* For an unlettered man, he has very few gallic peculiariUeSi 
nnd tbose the common ones, such as d for th| kc. 
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Ohio, (in Bradflock's defeat, in 1755, where be 
wounded.) I was carried prisoner to Quebec, 
the revolutionary war, wbeti be must have bes 
least tiinety years old.) 1 fight in all sorts of u 
all my life j I see dreadful trouble ; «nd den to I 
ilein, we tought our friends, turn tories; and 
Biitish too, and figbt against ourselves, O, dat 
fie worst of all." 

He here seemed much affected, and almost 
lull for utterance. It seems, that, during tlie n 
lutionary war, he kepi a tavern at Fort Edward, 
he lamented, in a very animated manner, that 
tones burnt his house, and barn, and four hung 
bushels of grain ; this, his wife said, was the i 
year tliat Miss M'Crea was mwdered. 

He has had two wives, and twenty-one childi 
the youngest child is the daughter, in whose b( 
he now lives, and she is Qlty-iwo years old] 
course, lie was eighty-two when she was bom ; I 
suppose several of the older children are still liv 
at a very advanced age, beyond the Ohio, but I 
have not beard of ihem in several years. The! 
ily were neighbours to ihe family of Miss M'Q 
and were acquainted witli llie circumstances of\ 
tragical death. 

They said, that the lover, Mr. Jones, at first, f 
ed vengeance against tlie Indians, but, on coudj 
the cost, wisely gave it up. 

Henry Francisco has been, hH his life, «■ very 
lire and energetic, although not a stout frametl 
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He was formerly fond of spirits, and did, for a cer- 
tain period, drink more than was proper, but that 
habit appears to have been long abandoned. 

In other respects, he has been remarkably ab- 
stemious, eating but little, and particularly, abstain- 
ing, almost entirely, from animal food ; his favour- 
ite articles being tea, bread and butter, and baked 
apples. His wife said, that, after such a breakfast, 
fie would go out and work till noon ; then dine up- 
m the same, if he could get it, and then take the 
same at night, and particularly, that he always drank 
:ea, whenever he could obtain it, three cups at a 
ime, three times a day. 

The old man manifested a great deal of feeling, ^^ 
ind even of tenderness, which increased, as we 
treated him with respect and kindness ; he often 
ghed tears, and particularly, when, on coming away, 
wre gave him money ; he looked up to heaven, and 
fer\'ently thanked God, but did not thank us ; he how- 
ever pressed our hands very \varmly, wept, and wish- 
ed us every blessing, and expressed something seri- 
)us with respect to our meeting in another world- He 
appeared to have religious impressions on his mind, 
Dotwithstanding his pretty frequent exclamations, 
R^hen animated, of Good God ! O, my God! which 
ippeared, however, not to be used in levity, and 
tN'ere probably acquired in childhood, from the al- 
most colloquial "MonDieu,"&c. of the French. The 
)ldest peqple in the vicinity, remember Francisco, 
IS being always^ from their earliest recoUectioo, 

16 
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much older than themselves; and a Mr. Fuller, who 
recently died here, between eighty and ninety years 
of age, thought Francisco was one hundred and 
forty. 

On the whole, although the evidence, rests, in a 
degree, on his own credibility, still, as many things 
corroborate it, and as his character appears remark- 
ably sincere, guileless, and affectionate, I am inchn- 
ed to believe, that he is as old as he is stated to 
be. He is really a most remarkable and interest- 
ing old man ; there is nothing, either in his person 
or dress, of the negligence and squalidness of ex- 
treme age, especially when not in elevated circuro- 
fStances ; on the contrary, he is agreeable and attrac- 
tive, and were he dressed in a superior manner, and 
placed in a handsome and well furnished apartment^ 
he would be a most beautiful old man. 

Little could I have e'xpected to converse, and 
shake hands with a man, who has been a soldier in 
most of the wars of tliis country for one hundred 
years — who, more tlian a century ago, fought under 
Malborough, in the wars of Queen Anne, and who, 
(already grown up to manhood,) saw her crowned 
one hundred and seventeen years since; who, one 
hundred and twenty-eight years ago, and in the 
century before the last, was driven from France, by 
the proud, magnificent, and intolerant Louis XIV, 
and who has lived a forty-fourth part of all the time 
that the human race have occupied this globe ! 




m^^^ 
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What an interview ! It is like seeing one come 
back from the dead, to relate the events of centuries, 
ROW swallowed up in the abyss of time ! Except his 
cough, which, they told us, had not been of long 
standing, we saw nothing in Francisco's appearance, 
that might indicate a speedy dissolution, and he 
seemed to have sufficient mental and bodily powers, 
lo endure for years yet to come. 

PASSAGE DOWN LAKfi CHAMPLAIN. 

The carriage and horses were received on board 
the steam-boat at Whitehall, an accommodation 
which we had not expected ; and thus we avoided 
the inconvenience, of having them go around by 
land, to Burlington in Vermont, to wait our return 
from Canada. The steam-boat lay in a wild 
glen, immediately- under a high, precipitous, rocky 
Vill, and not far from the roaring outlet of Wood 
Creek ; we almost drop down upon the port all, on a 
sudden, and it strikes one like an interesting discov- 
ery, in a country, so wild, and so far inland, as to 
present, in other respects, no nautical images, or 
realities. 

We left Whitehall between two and three o'clock 
iathe afternoon, in the Congress, a neat and rapid 
boat, and the only one remaining on the lake, since 
the late awful catastrophe of the Phoenix. 

The lake, for many miles, after it receives Wood 
Creek, is, in fact, nothing more, than a narrow slug- 
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gish river, passing, without apparent motion, among 
high, rocky, and even mountainous ridges, be- 
tween whose feet, and the lake, there is, generally, 
a considerable extent of low, wet, marshy ground, 
of a most unpromising appearance, for any purpose, 
but to produce fever and ague, unless by and by, 
it should, by dykeing and ditching, be rescued, 
like Holland, from the dominion of the water, and 
converted to the purposes of agriculture. 

The channel, through which we passed, is, foy 
miles, so narrow, that the steam-boat could scarcely 
put about in it, and there seemed hardly room for 
the passage of the little sloops, which we frequently 
met going up to Whitehall. At the very head of this 
natural canal, lie moored, to the bank, stem and 
stern, the flotillas* of Macdonough and Downie. 
now, by the catastrophe of battle, united into one. 

As we passed rapidly by, a few seamen shewed 
their heads through the grim port-holes, from 
which, five years ago, the cannon poured fire and 
death, and we caught a glimpse of the decks, that 
were then covered with the mutilated and the slain, 
and deluged with their generous blood. 

• It was a great piece of self-'lpnial lo ine*, not to go on board 
of this flotilla, but, (n rirciimstance uliicli ( should oot otlieruise 
mention,) I was, all the time we were at Whitehall, and indeed 
all the way to Montreal, in a state of severe suffering, from an 
ague in my face and head, which obliged nie to avoid t!ie damp 
air, and the damp meadow^, whernthe flotilla lay, moor«d to '^t 
natoral bank of the creek 



I 
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Sparless, black and frowning, tliese now disman* 
tied ships, look like the coffins of the brave, and 
will remain, as long as worms and rot will allow 
them, sad monuments of the bloody conflict. 

Our passage down the lake presented nothing 
parti^Ailarly interesting, except the grandeur of the 
double barrier of mountains, which, although much 
inferior in height to those of Lake George, are still 
very bold and commanding. 

It seems as if the lake had been poured into the 

only natural basin, of magnitude, which exists in 

this mountainous region, and as if its boundaries 

were irrevocably fixed, by the impassable barriers 

I of rocks and alpine land. 

The mountains, particularly on the eastern side, 
presenting to the eye their naked precipitous cliffs, 
composed of the edges of the strata, were evidently, 
(almost without exception,) gneiss. This was the 
iact also, from Lake George to Lake Champlain, 
and at Whitehall, notwithstanding the assertion of a 
late English traveller,* that they are lime-stone. 
At Whitehall, the rocks have a very beautiful strati- 
fication ; the hills appear as if cracked in two, and 
one part being removed, we have a fine vertical sec- 
tion; both their horizontal and perpendicular divis- 
ions, resemble a regular piece of masonry, and this 
is the prevailing fact, as we pass down the lake. 

* Lieatcnant Hall, whose book is generally a manly and interest^ 
•Di; perfornaance, but sometimes inaccurate on geological topics. 

1 A 4» 
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Tlie dip of these strata of gneiss, wbUJi is ihe cut 

19 very moderate, not exceeding a few degrees, am 

this appeared to be the general fact. On our rid) 

from Fort Anne to Whitehall, the road pasted dotn 

one of the natural dedivities, formed by ilie dip oj 

the rock ; for several hundred feet, to the right ao^ 

left, and it) the direction of the road, the carriagt 

rattled nver ttiia perfecdy naked and smooth nata<j 

I ral pavement. I had, to-day, no opportuniiy lo land 

I to inspect the rocks, but, as the boat often p»sa 

I very near the chfTs, sometimes within n few yards,<j 

I was sufficiently satisfied, concerning their genei 

I nature, and that the country was highly primilive.) 

I During our pnssage of twenty-five miles, to Ti 

I condcroga, we had a fine descending sun, shining ■ 

I full strength, upon the bold scenery of the lake, uai 

I that I mij;ht enjoy it, undisturbed by the bustle 

la crowded deck, I took my seat in the cairiagd 

I where I was protected erjiially from ibe fumes a 

I'tho boat, and ihe chill of the air, and could, at m] 

lleisure, caith every variety of images, and nil tb 

I changes of scenery, that were passing before m» 

I It was with very ereni regret, that I fotmd we conli 

I not stop, even for a moment, nt Ticonderoga nil 

■ Crown Point ; and it was not till I hnd devised Rn 

kiamissed several abortive plans for leaving the t 

Rand getting on iifierwards, or in some other way, 

a tiini I submitted to pass these iTrteresirng places. 

L The sun, setting in splendor, shot his last beam 

I over Mount Defiance, as wc came in sight of it, ani 
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the commencing twilight, softened by the first ap- 
proaches of eyening, which was not yet so far ad- 
rancedy as to throw objects into obscurity, cast a 
pensive veil over the scite and ruins of 



TICONDEROGA. 

The remains of this celebrated fortress, once so 
highly important, but no longer, an object either of 
hope or fear, are still considerably conspicuous. As 
we came up with, and, from the narrowness of the 
lake, necessarily passed very near them, I was grat- 
ified, as much as I could be, without landing, by a 
view of their ruins, still imposing in their appear- 
ance, and possessing, with all their associations, a 
high degree of heroic grandeur. 

They stand on a tongue of land, of considerable 
elevation, projecting south, between Lake Cham- 
plain, which winds around and passes on the east^ 
{ and the passage into Lake George, which is on the 
west. 

The remains of the old works are still conspicu- 
ous, and the old stone barracks, erected by the 
French, are in part standing. 

This fort was built by the French ; and Lord 
Howe, and many other gallant men, lost their lives 
in the attempt to storm it, in 1758. 

From this fortress, issued many of those fero- 
cious incursions of French and Indians, which for- 
merly distressed the English settlements ; and its 
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fen, in 1759, when, on the approach of Gem 
Amherst with a powerful army, it was abandoned 
by the French, without figbong, filled the nortliefd 
colonies with joy. 

In 1777, great hopes were reposed upon this foH 
tress, as a harrier against invasion; it was 
as being emphatically the strong iiold of the North j 
and when General Burgoyne, wiiJi astonishing cm 
fort, dragged cannon up the precipices of MottH 
Deliance, and shewed them on ils suniniil,Ticonda 
roga, no longer tenable, was precipjtaiciy abaudoDea 

Mount Defiance stands on the outlet of ] 
George, and between that and Lake Champlain 
and most completely commnnds Tironderoga, whictf 
is far helow, and within fair cannon shot. On the 
slightest glance at the scene, it is a matter of utter 
astonishment, even to one who is not a inilitan' 
man, how so Important a point canie to be over- 
looked by all preceding commanders: probably it 
arose from the belief, which ought not to have been 
admitted till the experiment had been tried, that it 
was impossible to convey cannon to its summit. — 
On the right is Mount Independence, where therr 
was a formidable fun at the time of General Bur- 
goyne's invasion. 

The shadows of the night were descending oc 

_the venerable Ticonderoga, db we left it, and whvr. 

I looked upon its walls and environs, so long and eo 

I often chrstcring with armies — forroidahle for aa grt-rit 

[ft length of time in all the apparaluH and prcpnra-j 
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fions of war, and the object of so many campaigns 
and battles ; but now, exhibiting only one solitary 
smoke, curling from a stone chimney in its half- 
follen barracks, with not one animated being in sights 
while its massy ruins, and the beautiful green de- 
clivities, sloping on all sides to the water, were still ' 
and motionless as death, I felt indeed that I was be- 
holding a striking emblem of the mutability of power, 
and of the fluctuations of empire,. Ticonderoga, no 
longer within the confines of a hostile country — ^no 
longer a rallying point for ferocious savages and 
for formidable armies — no more a barrier against 
invasion, or an object of seige or assault, has now 
become only a pasture for cattle. 

Atw Ticonderoga, the lake takes a sudden but 
short turn to the right, and forms a small bay, with 
Mount Defiance on the left. Mount Independence 
on the right, and Ticonderoga in front. This scene 
is very fine, and the whole outline of the spot — the 
mountains near, and the mountains at a distance — 
the shores — the bay — and the ruins, all unite to 
make a very grand landscape. 

Night was upon us, before we were up with 
Crown Point, that other scarcely less celebrated, or 
less important fortress. The moon served only to 
enable me dimly to see undefined masses of stone 
and earth, as a bystander observed, " there are the 
ruins of Crown Point !" 

Almost every thing that has been said historical- 
ly of Ticonderoga, is applica|jle to CrovvQ Poin^ 

i 
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only there has not been much blood shed before it^ 
walls. This fortress also, was built by the French ; 
it was equally abnoying to the English Colonies as 
Ticonderoga ; its reduction was as ardently desired, 
and as many campaigns were undertaken for this 
purpose. Like Ticonderoga, it was retained bj 
the French till 1759, when it was quietly abandon- 
ed by them, and Lord Amherst, on taking posses- 
sion of it, built an entire new fortress of stone, and 
made it much more formidable than before. 



A NIGHT ON LAKE CUAMPLAIN. 

The recent loss of the Phcenix, and the tragical 
events by which it was accompanied, might well 
have caused us some anxiety, in the prospect of a 
night passage on the lake ; but the weather was fine, 
and the water smooth, and we had a good boaf^ 
furnished with a gentleman's cabin on deck. As 
I was, however, scarcely able to sleep at all, I 
passed most of the night in the carriage, boiii 
as being a pleasant situation, and as affording me 
some opportunity of observing the fire, the man- 
agement of which I was willing enough to sen. I 
am sorry to say, that I was disappointed in not ob- 
serving that anxious vigilance, which, after the late 
dreadful occurrence, we should naturally expect to 
find. Large piles of pine wood, very dry, of 
course, and also very hot, from their being placed 
fiear the furnace anc^ boilers, occupied the middle 



I 
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of the vessel. A candle was placed by one of the 
people on a projecting end of a stick of this wood. 
It had burned nearly down, and a fresh north wind 
blew the flame directly towards, and almost against 
the pine slivers, which were very dry and full of 
turpentine, and therefore in a condition to catch fire 
with the greatest ease. Happily, from the contig- 
uous carriage window, Mr. W observed this 

threatening candle, and after some importunity with 
the people, (who seemed very indifferent to the 
danger,) succeeded in having it removed. It might, 
Tery naturally, have catised the Congress to share 
the fate of the Phoenix, which was burnt, by a can- 
dle placed in a situation of less apparent danger ; 
that is, near a shelf in a closet, where it communi- 
cated fire to the board.* 

We found one other unpleasant circumstance : 
the boat stopped, several times, at different places, 
on the two shores of the lake, to deliver and re- 
ceive freight, and our Captain being extremely dil- 
atory, we were delayed one and two hours at a 
place. 



SCENERY, PLATTSBURGH, &c. 

At three o'clock in the morning we stopped at 
Burlington, and left the carriage and horses, with 

*0r oar returo, we found the Congress under a new Captain, 
tad t much more strict police, which Ie£t ro farther room to 
ctMnplain of negligence. 
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the young man to take care of them, till our return 
from Canada. It was day light before we left this 
place, and the morning presented a scene so similar 
to Long Island Sound, that we could hardly per- 
suade ourselves that we were on fresh water. Al- 
though the weather was fair, and we could see the 
most distant shores, the high mountains were hardly 
distinguishable, being shrouded in vapour. 

Early in the forenoon we were in Plattsburgh 
Bay, and passed over the scene of Commodore 
Macdonough's brilliant victory ; an event singularly 
decisive in its circumstances, momentous in its re- 
sults, and honourable in the highest degree to that 
able and gallant commander. 

At this memorable place, (the only one since we 
left Ticonderoga and Crown Point, where a long 
delay would have been grateful,) wc had time only 
to w^alk a little way towards the village, and to visit 
one of the batteries, signalized in September, 1814, 
in repelling the enemy from the passage of the Sar- 
anac. Dr. L. Foot* of the army, caused the little ' 
time we had to spend, to pass both agreeably and | 
usefully ; but we were soon again under way, ami 
doubling Cumberland Head, round which llie brave 
but unfortunate Commodore Downie sailed, to de- 
feat and death, we left the beautiful bay of Platts- 
burgh, with all its grand and interesting associa- 
tiox*5. 

* A friefidi tc^ (or ierepH years a \mjtfl. 



TOUR BETWEEN HARTFORD AND QUEBEC. 189 
ENTRANCE INTO CANADA. 

Our passage down the remainder^ of the lake was 
very rapid, and we soon arrived at the American 
Custom-house ; the boat was visited, but our bag- 
gage was not examined, and we were treated with 
the greatest civility. 

This ceremony, (for it was a ceremony, merely,) 
being over, we w^ere very soon abreast of the great 
stone castle, resembling that on Governor's Island, 
at New-York. It was erected by the American 
Government, on Rouse's Point, upon the western 
side of the entrance into the river Sorel or Riche- 
lieu, and was designed to command the communi- 
cation between that river and Lake Champlain. In 
consequence of a late determination that the boun- 
dary line (the 45th degree of latitude,) passes a little 
south of this castle, it now falls to the British Gov- 
•rnment. 

The current favoured our. progress, and we 
pushed on very impetuously through the quiet wa- 
ters of this very considerable river, whose smooth 
surface was thrown into waves by our rapid 
course. The country on both sides is the most 
uninteresting that can be well imagined. It is a low 
wet swamp, not redeemed like Holland, but, to a 
considerable extent, too much covered by water to 
admit of immediate cultivation. A few patches of 
dear and dry land, and a few poor hamlets appear 
here and there, but there is no village worth men- 

17 
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* tioning in the whole distance of twenty miles to St. 
John's. The land appears to the eye as if it were 
even lower than the water, and we naturally think 
of fevers and agues, which, however, are said to be 
of rare occurrence, and are probably prevented by 
a temperate climate. At some future day, should 
this country become populous, this low marshy land, 
which is probably fertile, may be rescued from the 
water, by the same means which have caused such 
scenes of richness and beauty to be exhibited io 
Holland. 

The only very interesting object in the river, is 
the Isle aux Noix, eleven miles from the frontier, 
and eight or nine from St. John's. The glitter of 
arms — the splendor of the British uniform — the im- 
posing appearance of ramparts and cannon — the 
beauty of the log barracks of the officers, painted in 
stripes — and the bustle of military activity, of course 
excited a degree of interest, and afforded an agree- 
able relief from the dull scenes of forest:i and 
swamps. 

The Isle aux Noix is important in lime of war, 
as being the frontier British post, and has been many 
limes, a point of rendezvous for armies and flotillas, 
not only for the invaders, but for the defenders of 
Canada. 

We both left and received passengers at tliis isl- 
and, but without going ourselves on shore, and less 
than one hour from the time we left it brought us 
to the wharf at St. John's, in Lower Canada : we 
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arrived before night on the 30th of September, ten 
days from our leaving Hartford.* 



ST. JOHiN'S, AND DEPARTURE FOR MONTREAL. 

St. John^s, — I scarcely saw any thing more of 
this little town, than what might be observed 
in passing to the Inn, whera we found attention 
and kindness, but a house so crowded, that we 
were very willing to leave it on our way to Mont- 
real. 

We did not go with most of our steam boat com- 
panions in the stage, which went on in the night, to 
La Prarie, but the next morning were furnished 
with an extra conveyance, in which we proceeded 
on our journey. There are good stages at St. John's, 
exactly like the most common kind of American 
stage coaches, or rather stage waggons, and they 
are furnished with good horses. Indeed, we were 
informed that these establishments were set up by 
Americans, whose enterprize and activity are re- 
markably contrasted with the unvarying habits of 
the native Canadians. 

The private carriage in which we travelled, was 
an old fashioned hack, such as might have been 
seen in American towns twenty or twenty-five years 
ago ; the canvass curtains, (without windows,) were 
torn, had few or no strings to secure them in place, 

* Such IS the expedition of the public vehicles^ that this di.^- 
tance may be tra veiled in three days. 
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and flapping in a brisk head wind, they served to 
let in, rather than to exclude the cold air, and very 
imperfectly screened us from a driving rain. Our 
coachman was a Vermont lad, who had emigrated 
in childhood, along with his parents, but he had not 
caught the Canadian tardiness of movement, for he 
drove us at a great rate, over a road very level, but 
by BO means smooth ; we were, however, willing to 
bear pretty severe jolting for the sake of expedi- 
lion. 

We had an interesting ride of twelve miles, on 
the left bank of the Sorel river, which murmured 
along by our side, and were charmed with the prct- 
ty comfortable white cottages, constructed very 
neatly of hewn logs, and forming apparently dry 
and warm dwellings. Almost every moment we 
met the cheerful looking peasants, driving their lit- 
fie carts, (charrettes,) drawn by horses of a diminu- 
tive size. The men were generally stantlinz up in 
the body of the cart, with their lighted pipes in theii 
mouths, and wore red or blue sashes and long conic' 
al woollen caps of various colours. These carts 
were furnished with high rails, and occasionally with 
seats, occupied by females and children ; they ap- 
peared, (like our one horse waegons,) to furnish die 
most common accommodation for transporting both- 
commodities and persons. 

We gave our horses a few moments of rest at 
Chambly, but were prevented by the rain from leav- 
ing our Ijin. I regretted this, however, the les^i 
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as we expected to return through the same place, 
and might be more favourably situated. 

We lost no time in resuming our journey, and 
drove in less than three hours to Longueil, through 
a perfectly level country, well cultivated, fertile, 
considerably populous, and furnished with very neat 
and comfortable white houses, constructed of hewn 
logs, like those on the Sorel river. The barns, 
frequently of a large size, were usually built in the 
same manner ; but the want of good frame work 
was very obvious in their frequently distorted ap^ 
pearance. 

FIRST GLIMPSE OF MONTREAL. 

At the village of Longueil, or a little before ar- 
riving there, we caught the first view of Montreal. 
The first impression of this,city is very pleasing. 
In its turrets and steeples, glittering with tin ; in its 
thickly built streets, stretching between one and two 
miles along the river, and rising gently from it ; in 
its environs, ornamented with country houses and 
{reen fields ; in the noble expanse of the St. Law- 
rence, sprinkled with islands ; in its foaming and 
noisy rapids ; and in the bold ridge of the moun- 
tain, which forms the back ground of the city, w« 
recognize all the features necessaiy to a rich and 
magnificent landscape, and perceive among these 
indications, decisive proofs of a flourishing inland 
emporium. 

17* 
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PASSAGE OP THE ST- LAWRENCE. 



If we experienced some elevalion of feeling i 
the Erst view of ihe Si. Lawrence, we were i 
likely to have our pride cherished b)r ihe mesQ 
wliich conveyed us over this mighty river. Tw 
Canadian boatmen ferried its over in a canoe, hd 
lowed nut of a single log. Our baggage being dul 
placed, we were desired to sit, face to face, 
some clean straw placnd on boards which lay acrog 
the bottom of the boat : we were situated thus loK 
that our weight might not disturb the balance of dii 
canoe, and we werti requested to sit perfectly sttQl 
Our passage was to be nearly three miles obliquel] 
up stream, and a part of the way against some po# 
erfiil rapids. 

Between us nnd Montreal, considerably np ih 
stream, lay llie brilliant island of St. Helena, 
is elevated, commands a fine view of the cilj', 
strongly marked by entrenchments, is fertile, ai 
covered in part with fine timber. It is a domiiil 
and we were much struck with the beautiful situ 
lion of the house on the south side of ihc island, be- 
longing to the Baroness Lonqiieil. With the isliiu 
and river, it would form a 6ne subject for a [rio 
ture. 

Our boatmen conveyed us, without much diffictd 

ty, \o the southern point of this island, betweei 

which, and the city, owing to the compression < 

river by the bland, » poweiful rapid rushei 
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ilong, with much agitation^ and a current, which it 
is very difficult to stem. At the point of the isl- 
and, particularly, a branch of the river, confined by 
rocks, dashes along, almost with the rapidity of wa- 
ter, bursting from a flood gate. Through this strait, 
it was necessary to pass, and, for some time, the 
boat went back, and even after landing us on the 
island, the canoe was coming around, broadside to 
the current, when we were apprehensive that our 
baggage must be thrown into the river ; but, by 
main strength, they pushed the boat through this 
torrent, and along the shore of the island, till the 
rapid became so moderate, that they ventured again 
to take us in, and push for the city. It took these 
poor fellows a toilsome hour to convey us over, and 
they demanded but a pittance for their services. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF MONTREAL. 

We mounted a steep slippery bank, from the 
river, and found ourselves in one of the principal 
streets of the city. It required no powerful effort 
of thiB imagination, to conceive that we were arrived 
in Europe. A town, compactly built of stone, 
without wood or brick, indicating permanency, and 
even a degree of antiquity, presenting some hand- 
some public and private buildings, an active and 
numerous population, saluting the ear with two lan- 
guages, but principally with the French— every thing 
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seems foreign, and we easily fe«l ittsi we arc a g 
way from home. 

ACCOMMODATFONS OF A PtJBLtC II003E. 

We were no sooner ushered into the maj 
house, a vast building, constructed of hewn tf^ 
than we could easily imagine ourselves in one i^ 
principal coffee-houses of Loudon. Assiduity, 
□ess, quiet, and, in a word, domestic comfort, 
ery particular, except the absence of the family, 
cle, were at once in our possession. 

The master of the house was an Englial 
and, having been brought up in a Loudon c 
house, lie very naturally transferred all thai h 
sirable and comfortable, in the habiu of iho 
lablishments, to his own, in Moutreal. 

Being worn out with suffering, ' from the 
which 1 mentioned at Whitehall, I waS obU(;e 
bolake myself immediately to my room and 
but, 1 was not |>erruitted to feel that I was a i 
gor; so kind were the attentions, and so appi 
ue the various little comforts nnd refreshmenist 
wcpc provided and administered. 
.Tbe BpJtt inori'''*!^, hHviii* ohtainod complcii 
' , ricd, superior 

-'■n lo enjoy, 



\ 
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JMANIYEBS OF THE GU£STS. 



Dinner here, is at five o'clock ; soup was ready, 
lonrever, at almost any previous hour, and we par- 
took of tliis refreshment, not having been recently 
' accustomed to so late an hour for dinner. We found 
at table, a small party of very respectable men, ap- 
parently Englishmen ; and we were particularly and 
agreeably struck, with the gentlemanly manners of 
crery individual at table, where, although ihe guests 
were strangers to us, and probably most of them to 
each other, all were polite, attentive, and sociable, 
without tliat selfish indifference, or rude familiarity, 
so common at some public tables, where a correct 
medium seems hardly to be understood. 

The manners of this circle were particularly 
.contrasted with those of a certain group, which 
^had encountered during our tour, and from which 
[It mis impossible, at the time, to make our escape. 
'They were noisy, drinking, swearing, card-playing 
gwiUmen; and of all ages, from twenty to sixty, 
but in their manners so alike, that youth and age 
vere fitly associated. 

We began, at evening, to leceive the calJs of 

Aose to whom we had letters, particularly of 

^ine of our own countrymen, and obtained at 

mce, all the local information, whicli we needed, to 

rect oar immediate movements, and to enable us 

'''^rm and mature our plans. 
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EVENING SCENES ON THE ST. LAWRENCE. 

The weather being mild and fine, parlour fires 
were not yet kindled in Canada, but, as we prefer- 
red a fire for ourselves, we retired at candle Ughting, 
into a very large and well furnished room, with a 
bow end, and overlooking a terrace, thirty feet wide, • 
and one hundred and forty-four long, which is the ^ 
length of the house. This terrace is tlrirty feet T 
above the river, immediately on its brink, and com-j 
mands a view of it, for many miles up and down the j 
stream, and of the country on the other shore, 1 
presenting a most delightful prospect. This n 
was our parlour, while we remained in the ho 
and we were particularly fond of viewing from its 

windows, and from the terrace below, the fine scenes . 

• 

of iwiliglit and evening, on the St. Lawrence. 

We had anticipated some inconvenience, in vis-, 
iiing Canada, so late in the season, on account oi 
the shortness of the davs ; but tlie long and bricht 
twilight, both at morning and evening, made us am- ^ 
^jle amends, and we found as much light as wc left* 
behind us, although less of sunshine. At half after ^ 
live, Vv'ith the sun down, and the moon at the full, in 
the firmament, wc sit at the dinner table, ajiparently 
in broad day light. 

From the moment the sun is down, every thing 
becomes silent on the shore, which our windows 
overlook, and the murmurs of the broad St. Law- 
rencCj more than two miles wide, immediately be- 
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ire us, and a little way to the right, spreading to 
ire or six miles in breadth, are, sometimes for an 
our, the only sounds that arrest our attention. Ev- 
ry evening since we have been here, black clouds 
Qd splendid moonlight have hung over, and embel- 
shed this tranquil scene ; and, on two of those 
venings, we have been attracted to the window, by 
te plaintive Canadian boat song. In one instance, 
t arose from a solitary voyager, floating in his light 
anoe, which occasionally appeared and disappear- 
id on the sparkhng river ; and, in its distant course, 
eemed no larger than some sporting insect. In 
iDOth^r instance, a larger boat, with more nume- 
mis, and less melodious voices, not indeed in per- 
Bct harmony, passed nearer to the shore, and gave 
idditional life to the scene. A few moments after, 
iie moon broke out from a throne of dark clouds, 
Vid seemed to convert the whole expanse of water 
Oto one vast sheet of glittering silver, and, in the 
fery brightest spot, at the distance of more than a 
hile, again appeared a solitary boat, but too distant 
admit of our hearing the song, with which the 
loatman was probably solacing his lonely course. 

DAY SCENES ON THE ST. LAAVRENCE. 

The mere contemplation of a river, presenting 
ttch a broad expanse of water, at the distance of 
Sre hundred miles from the ocean, is interesting and 
pleasing. At this season it is a tranquil scene^ b\\\, 
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Oie river presenis very considerable drversiiy. 
our right, it spreads into a broad lake, genei 
smooth, but, in numbers of places, it is ruffled 
rapids, and broken by ledges of rocks ; on the I 
il runs with great rapidity, between the i 
St. Helena and the ciiy, and presents, at all d 
a lively and magnificent water course. 

Occasionally, sloops, ships, and steam boati 
^ec-n on Ihe river, either passing rapidly dovi 
struggling against the current, but the most ^ 
mon craft of the river, is of every size, from a a 
canoe, to the largest boats Uiai aie built vU 
decks. 

Tlie margin of the river, adjoiuiug the cily, 
most places where there are do wharves, lined 
floating rads and separate logs, inientled both 
fuel and for limber. 

A scene of considerable activity is exhilKlw 
mediately before our terrace, by tlie carts 
horses, which are driven into the river, its far i 
necessary, and frequently till the horses can hi 
keep their foet ; ihe object is to obtain the V 
which istltus conveniently loaded, as the bod| 
iho cart is as low as the surface of the rivor j 
single slicks, too large for the carts, are Anvn 
seperately by the horses. The carts are also i 
for (lie conveyance of water casks to mip|>l)f 
city; the horses are driven into the water, ai 
casks are filled, very conveniently, withcmt r 
'\H^ them from the cart. 



r TOUR BETWEEN HARTFOBB ANA QUEBEC. 201 

We frequently observed, on the Sorel river, the 
French women, washing at the river's edge. The 
same employment is seen here before our windows. 
Sometimes the clothes are placed on boards, in the 
river, and pounded; and, at other times, tlic wo- 
men dance on them, dashing the water about like 
ducks, and seemingly as much for frolic as for work. 
AD these employments, are attended with much 
vociferation, and contribute to give life and interest 
to the quiet scenes of a great inland water. 

Some of the circumstances which I have just 
[ mentioned, are, it is true, trivial, but still, they tend 
to characterise the country and its inhabitants. 

PASSAGE TO QUEBEC. 

I purposely omit to make any other remarks on 
Moptreal, till our return from Quebec, when we ex- 
pect to pass several days more in this city, and the 
observations of both residences may be so blended, 
IS, in a good degree, to avoid repetition. 

We remained in Montreal three'days and a half, 
I ind went on board the steam-boat to lodge, on the 
•ight of the fourth. We lay quiedy at the wharf till 
one o'clock, in tlie morning of the fifth ; and when 
dty light was fully disclosed, we had passed many 
miles down the river, and were impelled rapidly 
forward by tlie united force of steam and current. 
The weather, which, the day before, had been cold. 

IS 
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became delightful, with a mild soft air, and a br 
iiant sun. Nothing, for a tame scene, could I 
finer, than the one which surrounded U8 after si 
rise- The flat shores are every where studded wi 
white-washed cottages, appearing (like those whi< 
we had seen, when travelling by land,) to be all war 
and comfortable ; and, at th# distance of every tv 
or three miles, appeared a little snowy village, wi: 
its glittering tin spire ; if it included a house, a litt 
superior to the cottage, that was also covered wii 
Ibe same material. 



TOWN OF SOREL. 

Early in the forenoon, we were at the tuwn 
Sorel, at the moutli of the river of the same nam 
This is the point of communication between Lai 
Champlain, and the St. Lawrence, and is, of coura 
a station very important to the countries on the 
great watofs. 

At this place, we were detained an hour to take 
wood, which is here, as in the United States, dry pic 
The shore is so bold, that the boat lies at the ban 
and this is so high, that the wood was thrown doi 
upon the deck, with a good deal of violence, so 
to endanger, and actually to break, some of t 
glass in the sky lights. 

We went on shore, and vrnlkcil through the pr 
cipal streets of tho town. 
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The town of Sorel, or, (as it is sometimes called,) 
t¥illiam Henry, stands **on the scite of a fort built 
in the year 1665, by order of Mons. de Tracy ;** 
it was intended as a defence against the incursions 
of the Indians, and received its name of Sorel, from 
a Captain of Engineers, who superintended its con- 
struction. 

The present town was begun about the year 1785, 
bj some loyalists and disbanded soldiers, and it 
continues to be the residence of many old military 
pensioners. 

Although the plan of tlie town occupies about 
one hundred and twenty acres, the number of hous- 
es does not much exceed one hundred and fifty, 
exclusive of stores, barracks, and government build- 
bgs. 

. The plan is regular, and the streets intersect at 
right angles, leaving a central square of more than 
fee hundred feet on a side.* The town Is built prin- 
cipally of wood, and the aspect of many of the buil- 
4ing» is more like that of an Anglo-American town, 
Aan any thing that we have seen in Canada. The 
population is about fifteen hundred. The churches 
«B of stone. We visited that of the Catholics, 
tWch is somewhat ornamented with pictures, but 
not be considered as particularly handsome. We 
ftund people at their devotions, and a priest in at- 
dance. 

* Boucbette. 
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Sorel was occupied by General Thomas in Ma>\ 
1776, with the greater part of the American army, 
on their retreat from before Quebec. Here Gene- 
ral Thomas died of the small pox. 

The river Sofel is two hundred and fifty yards 
broad, opposite to the town, but it presents a singu- 
lar example of a river much narrower at its embou- 
chure, than at its origin : it is more than four times 
as wide at St. Johns, as at Sorel, and continues to 
widen all the way up the stream, to the Lake 
Champlain ; from St. Johns, there is also a ship 
navigation into the lake ; but, from the town of So- 
rel, vessels- of one hundred and fifty tons, ascend 
enly twelve or fourteen miles.* 

From the town of Sorel, we proceeded among a 
great many islands, and, after passing a few miles, 
entered that great expanse of the river, which is 
,lcn miles wide, and twenty miles long, and is called 
the Lake of St. Peter. It has, indeed, a very great 
resemblance to a lake, being smooth, and without 
apparent motion. ^ 

We felt as wo had done in Lake Champlain, thai 
this must be Long-Island sound, and here indeed, 
fhc resemblance is much {greater, as the water i? 
green, like the ocean. The water is, of course, 
shallow, and some caution is necessary, to avoid 
running aground. The shores are very flat and 
swampy, and. in a hot climate, would probably be 
.'icklr. 
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At the large town of Three Bivers, where we ar- 
lived by three o'clock in the afternoon, and which 
is halfway between Montreal and Quebec, we stop- 
ped in the stream, a few minutes, to take in passen- 
gers. There were some ships lying at this place, 
but there is no harbour, other than the stream, nor 
did I observe any accommodations for ships, except 
the naked banks of the river* This town is the 
third in the province, but very far behind the other 
two ; it contains about three hundred and twenty 
houses, aind two thousand five hundred inhabitants ; 
it extends about one thousand three hundred yards 
along the river, and was founded in 1618.^ 

Proceeding down the river, we continued to en/» 
joy a delightful day's sail, with a perfect Indian 

summer. Mr. W and myself had a large state 

loom to ourselves, where we could retire in perfect se- 
dosion, whenever we did not choose to be among the 
passengers, who, however, were few and civil, and, 
as the boat was very large, we had none of the in- 
conveniences of a crowd. I occupied a good deal 
of the day in writing, as the scenery had a very great 
degree of sameness, and from the windows I could 
eatch a glimpse of its changes, so as to go seasona- 
bly on deck, and not to lose any important object. 

Towards evening, when we were just above the 
Richelieu Rapids, and the surface of the river ex- 
tremely smooth, the Captain pointed out a Urg/^ 

*Boacheitt. 
18* 
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seal, sleeping on ihe water, at the distance of 
haps two or three hundred yards. He fired i 
6ve or six times, without efibct; we could see 
balls strike the water, very near the seal, but tbe 
mal did not even awake, or change its position. 

As the rapids of Richeheu, where the river is V) 
narrow, and the current rushes tumultuously 
a rocky bottom, are esteemed dangerous for t 
navigation, nnd as it was already evening, we 
anchor to wait the return of day.' This was 
what we could have wished, for, had we conlini 
onour course, we must have arrived at Quebec 
ihe night, and thus have lost the noble scenery 
the approach to this city. We had also the ai 
t'onal advantage of a night of perfect quiet anil 
curily, unrjisiiirbed by the jar of the machinery, 
the trampling of the people. Indeed, had we bi 
in moiion, we should have fclE very secure st tij| 
for the fire and the boiler were as far from ni 
the whole length of a common European ship, 
DO accident has ever happened in this river. 

In the morning we were again under way, as sooi 
we could see sufficiently to avoid the rocks, which' 
so numerous here, that day light is almost indisj 
sable to a safe passage. Itivasa per feet May morati 
with the finest sofiesi splendor of an Indian sufain 
so that we had every inducement, and every oppi 
lunity 10 observe the various interesting objects 4 

!d. By this time we had become fi 
and ncquainied with sevenl of our fellow 
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gers, among whom, were English military and na- 
val men, Quebec merchants, and a Roman Catholic 
Ecclesiastic. The latter came on board at the 
Three Rivers, and appeared a mild and amiable 
man. From our other companions, to whom we 
made known our country, and our views in travel- 
ling, we received every desired information, and 
the most obliging civilities. The miUtary gentle- 
men particularly, were very courteous, and, as they 
were not only acquainted with Canada, but had seen 
much of other countries, and of foreign military ad- 
ventures, they were very interesting and instruc- 
tive. One of them had witnessed in person, some 
of Wellington's victories, and another, a man of 
most original and attractive character, and appa- 
rently of warm piety, had been not less occupied, in 
the East-Indies, in promoting schemes of benevo- 
lence, than in the pursuits of arms. Having been 
warned that Quebec would burst upon us, all of a 
sudden, and that we were drawing near to it, 
our eyes now gazed in no other direction, and our 
thoughts became entirely fixed upon that object 

APPROACH TO QUEBEC. 

Oct. 6. — This seat of ancient dominion — now 
hoary with the lapse of more than two centuries—^ 
formerly the seat of a French empire in the west- 
lost and won by the blood of gallant armies, and 
of illustrious commanders-^throned on a rock^ ^x^4 



f 
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defended by all tlie proud defiance of war — wl 
could approach such a cily wiiliout ciiiolroii f— Wl 
in America has not looged to cast his eyes oo d 
water-girt rocks and towers of Quebec t 

On approaching this city, about tlie middle 
the day, we enjoyed the most propitious circui 
stances of light and weather. 

From Cape Rouge, on our left, (seven mil 
above Quebec,) (here is an uninlerritpLedraugv 
high ground, rising even into bills and precipici 
Cape Rouge is so called, from its red colour--^] 
pretupitous bank being stained, probably, by oxH 
iron, so as to give it, for miles, a reddish liue. 

The land grew higher and higher; we 
the mouth of the Chnudiere river, six miles 
Quebec, on our right, where a number of M 
were wailing to take in limber, and we watched ei 
ry moment, for the appearance of the great foi 
of the north, while one of out military acquaiatanc 
poiuted out to us the various interesting object*, 
we came up with them in Huccession. Al length i 
descried the towers of Quebec, standing on a roi 
of three hundred and forty feet in height, measgn 
from the river. 

I have alrendy remarked that the banks (esp 
cially the north one) are for miles above the cil 
very precipitous, and ihey grow more so the oeai 
we approach. About two miles from Quebec % 
Were shewn Sillery river and cove, and wiihin oi 
tailc, or a mile sod a half of llie city, Wolfe's coi 
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now filled with lumlber and ships. Thus oame has 
been derived, from the fact, that here General 
Wolfe,under cover of night, landed his army, un- 
perceived by the Fren<)fa, and clambering up the 
precipice, gained the heights of Abraham. 

Three round towers of stone, mounted with can- 
non and standing on these heights, in advance of the 
other works of Quebec, are the first objects that 
strike the eye ; then the high walls of stone, cover- 
ed with heavy artillery, and which, as we come 
Hearer to the city, we perceive to extend all along, 
upon the verge of the precipice, of naked 
rock, of more than three hupdred feet in height, 
which divides the lower from the upper town. On 
t)ur right, was the ground on the south eastern 
side of the river, called point Levi. This also is a 
precipice of rock, but rather less elevated than 
Cape Diamond, on which the citadel of Quebec is 
built. Point Levi is now covered with brilliant 
white houses. In the year 1759, General Monck- 
ton, by order of General Wolfe, erected his batteries 
there, to bombard Quebec. 

PRINT NO. 5. 

This sketch, taken by Mr. W , from the 

steam boat, was c6mmenced, about three or four 
miles above tlie city, and when we were passing 
every mojnent, rapidly along. It was unavoidably 
subjected to the disadvantage of constant change 
of position ; but, as it fortunately happened, \toa^\\- 
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cumslance railier augmealed the distiitctDtss, Ibl 

altwed the relative position of the principal objecti 

On the righi, is eichibiled part of the promoDlor 

I of Point Levi, with a glimpse of a few ol' the hoai 

J es and ships at its foot. In the remoie view, dow 

ftvthe river, are seen some of the- highlands, beyon 

l^tbe falls of Montmorenci, on the left bank of ill 

HTer, and at the distance of from ten to fifieen mUei 

tnmediately before the observer, is the smooth ex 

r panse of the river, with some of the numerous ship 

and boats that adorn its surface. 

On the left, and nearest at hand, a beautifu 
oopse of wood, with some buildings at its feet, Jul 
intercepts the view of Wolfe's cove, which lies be 
iween this grove and the high hank on which stund 
tlie nearest round lower; only the opening of lit 
ive is seen. Then come the heights, on wbid 
e the plains of Ahraham, and upon them tlie Hu 
I tcllo towers, two of which only are from thia post 
I don visible ; the view of two others is cut off by 
linteirening heights. Further on, appears Cap 
Diamond, composed of almost perpendicular pre 
cipiccs ofuaked rock, three hundred and forty 
f-e feet in the greatest height. The walls ani 
towers of massy stone, piurced and cut down fbi 
embrasures, and crowned with' the flag staff mid 

k colours that appear oo thia Ciipe, constitute tbi 
Citadel of Ql'ebec. Inimedieiety at tlie jpot 
this precipice, is tiie commencement of the lo? 
town, yhich is conliuued around the foot of I 
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cumstance rather augmented the distinctness, than 
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; onlyHi very small part of it, and no portkni 
le houses of the upper town is visible from lliis 
ii of view* ' -? 



rriyed in the bay of QuebeCj we found it 
rming with ships, and presenting every appear- 
$ of a great seat of commerce. The bay is a 
itiful piece of water, looking like a perfect 
, with most nobly formed swelling shores. — 
s bounded by the ground just mentioned— 
he Isle of Orleans^ four miles down the river, 
by a delightful country, on the north and 
;h east, intersected by the Montmorenci and 
Charles' rivers, which fall into the bay ; the 
ind slopes with charming declivity to the waterj 
md which it sweeps gracefully like a bow, and 
sents in a long circuit, so many snow white 
ages — handsome country houses, and fine popu- 
i villages, that it seems for leagues, almost one 
tinued street. The land is finely cultivated, 
even now, is covered with the deepest verdure 
sprinkled with dandelions in full bloom. Back 
bis fine amphitheatre of rural beauty, ranges of 
untains, stretch their shaggy summits and limit 
view. The harbour is one of the grandest im- 
Qable, and the whole scene resembles extremely 
pictures of the bay of Naples, to which it is said 
competent judges^ to bear a strong teaetnVA^iwc;^. 
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We had scarcely time to admire this fine scene, 
fore we were moored at the dock in llic lower li 
' in the midst of aJI the din of a crowded poH. 
While we were waiting for tiie necessary arran] 
aaeots to land, we had a few momenrs lo content 
plate the new scene before us. Contiguous, wai 
the lower town, skirling the upper, aod embr&crng 
the feet of its rocky precipices. It makes a circuit 
of, I should imagine, alrnoijt two miles, and 
crowded in the most compact manner posMble, m' 
a narrow strip of land, between the precipices and 
the St. Lfiwrence, The houses are so far below 
the walls of the upper town, (hat a stone could be 
dropped into the chimnies of the nearest, and It. 
would in most places fall two or three hundred ieet;' 
in the air before it reached its object. 

One of the most striking objects before our ej 
was the Castle of St. Louis — the residence of 
Governor. It is a hundred and sixty' 
long, farly-Rve broad, and three stories high, 
stands (ahnoM impending over the lower town) 
OQ the very verge of tlie giddy precipice of 
hundred feet in height, and lofty pillars arc built 
from the rock below to support Jis gallery, whil 
runs the whole length of the building, it 
yellow structure of sione, aud now exhibits no t\ 
pearance of a Casllc although it was a fortress 
der the French government. 

From liie Castle an observer may look down 
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'•>c wall ami arched pas'^ago, on the nearest part of Ike dioce 
'i iioi cojiief!, b';f arc from fancy, 

1.9 
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see all the confusion, even to the motion of a dog ; 
all the offensive as well as agreeable objects of a 
crowded port — ^the grotesque assemblage of build- 
ingSy peculiar (as is said) to an did French town ; 
be may hear the rumbling of carts and drays and 
the jargon of different languages, and he will inhale 
the smoke and gases from a crowd of chimnies, 
rising to the foot of tlie building on which he stands. 
On the right of the Castle, the massy walls ap- 
pear again, and the black artillery, pointing over 
the parapet, look like beasts of prey, crouching and 
ready to leap upon their victims. 

We soon landed, under the auspices of Captain 
, (our newly acquired military friend) who 
politely shewed us our lodgings, in St. John's street, 
had our baggage conveyed to them, by his own ser- 
vant, and called soon after to enquire for our wel- 
fare, t 

PRINT NO. C. 

This view was taken from the steam bb?tt, while 
iffl other steam boats and vessels were between it ^' 
and the wharf, and they are the nearest objects 
^hich we observe at the bottom of the picture.*—^' 
Then come the buildings in the most crowded and 
Dusiling part of the lower town, which may be con- 
sulcrcd (with a considerable omission of houses fur^ 
"^cr to the left,) as a continuation of the commence- 

I'bc \vn!l and arched passage, on the nearest part of the ^\iQ9E^ .. 
^^ not copied, hut are from fancy. 

J9 
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[ ment of ihp lower town, seen at the foot of Cap 
I DiamoiKl, ill l*fini No. S. 

In llie |)r^s(?nt print we &ce, immediately' beibi 
['Us, confnsed piles uf lioiises and stores, biiill, j 
rmaD}' instnncos, in tite old French style, wiilt stee 
Ehigh roof?, having two or more rows of dortnw 
It^-itidotvs. 

On tile liigliest poijit oftlic eKtrcnie left, h Caf 

Diamond, witli a pari of ibu Cilnd>') in vieiP, crowi 

J with the flag and telegraph. On the right t 

i few of llie houses of the upper towi 

I and almost iin mediately before us, ttio eleralt 

IC-asdeof St. Louis, with its golEcry, supported Ii 

I high pillars of stone, springing from ihe rocks bdcn 

Still further on the right, wo oliserve olltcr bmi 

5 ia tlio upper town, (only the nearest sAgo i 

I which is however visible,) and on the extreme rigl 

1 spure of one of the Calliolic churches. 

HTBANCF. INTO QOEUEC 

v,e passed along the streets of the lower towl 

I could well have ihouglit that we were in the Wi| 

; of London. A swarming popuhiuou, anun 

whom tailors were conspicuous ; the cheeril 

i heigho ! of the latter, working in the ships ; Ihe *l 

s merchandize, crowded into view, in froat < 

I the shops and warehonsts ; the narroiv coinpa 

lttr«eis, absolutely full of buildings; the rsttling 

lernhle car 
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discordant voices and languages, would scarcely 
permit us to believe that we were arrived in a re- 
mote corner of the civilized world. 

We did not feel so absolutely like strangers, as 
we should have done, without the countenance 
of the Captain. I have already mentioned, that a 
fortuitous acquaintance with this gentleman, on 
board the steam boat, and an incidental disclo- 
sure to him of our views in visiting Canada, led to 
a good deal of mutual kindness, and on his part to 
offers of service. He is a Captain of the grena- 
diers ; is still a young man, and being open, frank, 
and friendly in his deportment, he won our confi- 
dence, and did not withhold his own. We learned, 
that he served in the Peninsular war, both under 
Sir John More, and under Wellington ; he was with 
the former when he fell, in the flight of the British 
army from Corunna, and with the latter at St. Se- g 
bastian's, at the battle of Vittoria, and on various ^ 
other distinguished occasions. ^ . •v . 

His wife, a very fine young ^wor][jR.^.,jvho, with^^ ' 
another lady, had corae.-to the wharf to receiveTmn>v^i^,^ 
joined us, and with this pleasant little party, we en- 
tered Quebec. 

The first street of the lower town, along which 
we p^sed, came to an abrupt termination, the last 
house standing at the foot of the precipice, when, 
turning suddenly to the right, into a street, one of 
whose sides was overhung by.jjie frowning rock, we 
soon came to a foot passage of stairs, n\^&e o^ ^\aA:^^ 
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fery steep and high, and furnished with iron rail 
logs ; this passage terminated in Mountain sirvet, 
pic is called, from tlie steepness ol' the ascent. It 
. ihc only passage from this side into the upper tow 
\ aod it was by no means an easy tasic to ascend 
' even on a good foot pavement. 

In the mean time, we admired the strength lUi 

Agility of the little Canadian horgee, which, 

I heavily loaded carts ai their lieelis, persev«riilgl 

scramble up this arduous ascent, and with 

greater care and firmness, sustain ibeir ponderoi 

vehicles when descendmg, and prevent ihein froi 

T 1)(trrying themselves and their burdens, headlooj 

■ •down the steep. 

The Cas$ of St. Louis, (liiorally a castle in i 
air,) was no#set.'n immediately abo^ our heads, 
the left, nl the distance of two hundred and fifty fu 
I It is completely on ihc edge of the precipice, whi 
overhangs the lower town, and from its dungeroi 
Iprc-emlncnoc, appeal's ready to participate in 
^B8tructiopjj^^_ i^i secins threatening to all 

t passed the grand Prescoi Gale, uadi 
ponderous arches of stone, nf great thickne»a 
weight, and entered the upper town. 

The impression of every thing was complrt 
[ foreign from any thing tliat we see in the Unit 
f States. Buildin^a of wood, and even of brick, ai 
itlniost entirely unknown. Stone, eitlier rough fr 
Irthc quarry, or covcced with while cemoni, or be 
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tor, is almost the only material for building ; roofs, 
in many instances, and generally on the better sort 
of buildings, glittering with tin plate, with which 
they are neatly covered; and turrets and steeples, 
pouring a flood of light from the same substance : 
these are among the first things that strike the eyes 
of a stranger entering the city of Quebec. 

If from the United States, he sees a new popula- 
tion, and, to a great extent, a completely foreign 
people, with French faces and French costume; 
the French language salutes his ear, as the cojnmon 
tongue of the streets and shops : Jn short, he per- 
ceives that even in the very capital, there is only a 
sprinkling of English population ; it is still a Frendi 
city ; and the Cathedral, the extensi^ College of 
the Jesuits, now used for barracks, ana most of the 
public buildings and private houses, are French. 
He sees troops mingled, here and there, with the 
citizens ; he perceives the British uniform, and the ^i 
German in the British service, which remind him ^41 
th^t ^jbacountry has masters differitrt frax»-llie maat; . ■* 
of its population, aricf ^though, (he military are, obw^'^ 
viously, not subjects of terirSlOo the citizens, the 
first impression borders on melamA^y, when we 
see these memorials of an empire fallen,xand of an 
empire risen in its stead. Sixty years havt?> done 
little towards obliterating tlie Gallic features of the 
country, and with a pleasure very rarely experien- 
ced, in similar cases, we involuntarily revolve in our 

19* 
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mind?, here is a country conquered, allhougli 
pppressed. 

Trumpets, and bugles, and Freooli borns no 
)4tartle us wiili a sadden burst of martial music, an 
we can hardly believe that we are not arrivcil in 
/oilified town of Europe. 



It was a fine morning, (October 7tb,) and, 

rere about to avail ourselves of this favounib 

■^venlhcr, to visit some parts of the environs of Qt 

|1)cc, [ will first dt^scribe our carriage, which waa 



1 

ts lint 



THE CANADIAN CALASH. 



Tliis is Hilt ^inhke an American chaise or gig, 

is built mucli*Iouter, and wiih or mttiout a lop ; 

I horse is mncli farther from the body of ihe carria 

IfAnc! this allows room for a driver, whose scat n 

kbn the front or foot board, of that part of the vc 

felein-tviiwIiifeTide; tjiis foot board, after «|at||f 

a (he usual manner, then mes perpendicularljr, 

' «ucb a height ss to sTlstain the seat ; high sides 

I also fiimislied-to the part where the feet rest a 

mmOTj chaise, and thus children and baggage 

^li from falling out. The calash carries ! 

Wn persons on the seat within, besides the drii 

ois often a man ;hi5 seal, and ihebonrd whicll 

riD it fall, bymeansof hinges, when the passen] 
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ed up again to their place, when the driver mounts. 
In such a machine, which is the most common vehi- 
cle of the country, and is sometimes, as in the pre- 
sent instance, made clumsily handsome, we made 
our first excursion from Quebec. 

Our driver was Michael Gouvan, a very intelli- 
gent and obliging young man, a French Canadian, 
who spoke both English and French ; and his horse, 
(an iron grey,) was one of that small, but hardy 
breed, which being, in this country, left in their 
natural state, are extremely stout aud courageous, 
and carry the heavy calash, and three men, appa- 
rently with more ease, than our horses draw our 
chaises, and two grown persons. 




EXCURSION TO BEAUFORT AND MONTWDRENCI. 



I have already observed that it was a very fine 
morning ; the temperature was mild, and the skies 
bright, with a balmy softness in the atmosphere, ac- 
companied by a slight haziness ; it is exactly like 
our Indian summer, and indeed, they here call this 
kind of weather by the same name ; we could not 
have had a more acceptable time for our little jour- 
ney of nine miles, to the falls of Montmorenci. 

We passed out at the gate St. John, on the north 
western side of the town ; it stands at the head of 
the street of the same name, and leads to a very ex- 
tensive and populous suburb, situated entirely with- 
out the walls. ,This suburb exhibits m^xv'j xv^^ ^^\ 
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good buildings, and appears modurn. Wc soj 
readied tlie beautifipl meadows, north-«ast of C 
bee, through wbich Sows llie river Cluirles. 
our left, was an extensive nunnery, rguiie by ■ 
in iho Gelds; it appears lo be ibe same described | 
Cl^arlevoix, nearly a ccnlury ago, under Uie nam" 
of t!ic hospilal. 

For four miles, we passed tliroti*b some of iLr 
most beautiful meadows wliieh I have rverscenjtbp; 
were neatly divided into small enclosures, by slake 
driven into tJie ground, aod secured ot lop, !>/■ 
i-ail, fastened witli wiihcs ; llie meadows vrcrs eoMT* 
ed with thriving cattle : lliey were still rich in daMU 
verdure^^nd would have adorned llie liatika of Afl 
Connecl^B or of ihe Thames. The road throi^l 
tliem, walHuoh cut up by wheels, as this is a gl^| 
Ihorough-fiire into Quebec, and the land is natniH 
ly moist and ricii. Houses were scattered hen i^M 
there, upon the meadows, and when we begaa^l 
ascend the risiag ground, we entered the exUn^H 
village of Beauport. ^M 

This village, consisting of sixty or seren^hdi^l 
es, is butU priDcipaily on one slieei, of fbiir^| 
6ve mites in length, and extends quiic to ibe ril^| 
Montmorenci ; ii is one of ihose, which 1 manii^| 
ed as making so brilliant an appearance from ^M 
bay of Quebec. The farms and garden gronid^H 
this village are " all in a flourishing stale, tad ^M 
orchards, and occasional clumps of trees, coml^H 
liaininilfir Jlont of the pteasantritt wniiMiBtl^^B 
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as of Quebec. This village is the residoicc of 
iny families of respectability."* ' 

The houses are generally of stone, covered with 
;ement, and white washed, roof and all; this gives 
?m a very neat appearance, and makes them look 
ry brilliant, even at a considerable distance ; com- 
mly they are of one story, sometimes of two, and 
;ide tlrey appeared very comfortable. The win- 
ws, as is generally the fact in the French houses, 
3 divided, up and down, in the mm^, and swing, 
e doors on hinges. ^ 

There is in this village, a large and showy church, 
th three steeples, and, on entering it, we found 
litary individuals at their private devot^jML cross- 
; themselves with holy water, and sil^^Rnoving 
3ir lips. This church contained aVmiber of 
5tures, and they were ornamenting its ceiling with 
Iden roses. 4t 

Our driver left his calash, went into the church, 
1 on his knees, and said his prayers with much 
paient seriousness. 

The Montmorenci is a small, but rapid river, 
lling tumultuously, over a very rocky bottom, and 
Jt above the falls, is considerably smaller than the 
)uiwfonuck, at the falls of Salisbury, in Connect!- 
t. 

Leaving our calash and driver on the high hill, 

lich forms the western bank of the river, we cross- 

a bridge, and passed down the eastern side of 

5 Montmorenci, which is also very h\^\\ ^xovvcv^. 

"Bouchtiie. 



TOfR SKTVTKEI 



JIARTFURD tSt> m'BBEC 



saA, 



twe approach the Si. Lanreac«, it risesj 
B eveo Elil) luK;l)er tlian ihe opposite vhoi 



as ta I 

From litis elevalion, Uio beautiful ielund of Orlerii 
which is Iwenly miles lung, und Gve wide, w«sA 
full view before us. It k well culiivatetl, cont^ 
|\aboLit four iboiisand* inbabilanls,uad, next toMof 
resl, is the most iinporlaiil island ii 
the side contiguous to where we were, it slopes J 
(he water's edge, and terminates in a huiidsomr 
beach of saWd^ A similar beach, corresponds !u 
it, on tbe #ain ; tbe ship chanBe) is on the Otlici 
*side of tbe island. 

As we passed along through tbe fields, we rouoii 
a man aMboy ploughing. The oxen were yoke.', 
not as ^^Bis, by the ^bouMers and neck, bill tj 
ihe hoTnlffA kind of yoke lay upon their neck<. 
and was fastened, by leather simps, to the hont; 
but no boiv, ^ other contrivance, passed around i1j( 
neck ; thus ih^ oxen draw entirely by their horn-. : 
and I am lold^tiat ibo French fanners cannot be in- 
duced lo adopt our method, although it is obrio": 
that the animal-is tlius sadly embarrassed, and au 
exert very Htile power. I saw, however, one yo'''' 
in another fieldrJiarnessed in our way. 



There is very little variety in ttie Gcologf a 
I twoea Quebec and Moutmorenci. Afier lei 
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the city, the first objects that strike the eye, \^here 
the green slopes of the hills have been excavated, 
in quarrying, are numerous black rocks, very regu- 
larly stratified, and looking almost like great beds of 
coal. These rocks, which prevail through the vil- 
lage of Beauport, are black fetid limestone, in stra- 
ta nearly horizontal, and presenting in the section 
of the hills, a remarkable regularity, almost archi- 
tectural. The strata, being divided by seams, both 
horizontal and vertical, look as if they had been laid 
up by the skill of a mason. The houses in Beau- 
port, are generally built of this stonn, and the peo- 
ple bum it into lime at their very doors. Its great 
regularity, and the ease with which it di|[^|k must 
make it an excellent building stone ; whi^He com- 
bustible substance which it contains, wilRlso aid, 
?ery materially, in burning it into quick lime. — 
These strata appear to be secondary Iftne stone. 

The strata, over which the Montmorenci falls, 
seem to be, (for I could not get near enough to be 
quite certain,) of the same description. I am fa- 
voured by Dr. John I. Bigsby, of the Medical staff 
of the British army in Canada, with the following 
facts, as to the " succession of the strata a few yards 
above the bridge, at the falls of Montmorenci, on 
the west side of the river :" 

" The lowest visible rocks, rising six or eight feet 
from the bed of the river, are dough shaped mounds 
of granite, vertical, with a south-west direction, with 
many irregular quartz reins, half a fool xVvick- Oti 
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it, lies a perfectly horizontal sand stone, so coarse 
as to resemble conglomerate, (I suspect this sand 
stone is a coarse grey wacke.) It is four feet thick, 
and weathered red and white. Upon this rests light 
hair brown, highly crystalline Ume-stone, very fetid, 
full of shells, vegetable filaments, massive blende, 
and a mineral, like brown spar. This gradually be- 
comes dull, less crystalline, and at length, at the 
top of the bank, is nearly a common blue lime 
(stone,) with a conchoidal fracture, and still here 
and there containing small crystals of carbonates. 
The whole height here, is perhaps, forty feet.'* 

As we walked along upon the eastern bank of the 
Montii^wsci, and approached the St. Lawrencey 
we fou^Wurselves on the verge of a precipice, of 
three huWred feet in height : this terminates at the 
St. Lawrence, or very near it, in an almost perpen- 
dicular promontory, down which, with some difr 
niliy, we wound our way to the bed of the grei^ 
river. The strata of rock here, run parallel to tto 
St .Tvawrence, and at right angles to the MontuiO' 

renci ; as these strata are very soft, and easily de* 

• 

composed and disintegrated, the Montmorencij 
which rolls its rapid an4' turbulent waters acroS 
Cnmn, has evidently, by long continued attriuo>» 
worn them away, so that in the bed of this sdmB 
iiver, at the falls, these rocks have receded aboat 
one six til of a mile from the St. Lawrence. 
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THE FALLS OF MONTMORENCL 

The destructive action of the river itself, upon 

e rocks which form its bed, and its banks, has 

•educed in the long course of time, a deep bay, or 

dentation, shaped nearly like a parabola, or a 

)rse-shoe magnet ; it recedes from two hundred 

id eighty, to three hundred yards,* from the St. 

lawrence, and its almost perpendicular banks, are 

I different places, from two to three hundred feet 

igh ; they are composed apparently, of fetid lime 

jone, very much decomposed, which, on the eastern 

de, resembles extremely a fine grain ed s late, or 

ind stone. The crumbled and broke||^pi'ts, be- 

ome fetid by friction or percussion* -AJ^F^e upper 

nd of this bay, the M ontmorenci, after a gentle pre- 

lous declivity, which greatly increases its veloci- 
jT, takes its stupendous leap of two hundred and 

)rtyf feet, into a chasm among the rocks, where it 

oils and foams in a natural rocky basin, from which, 

fter its force is in some measure exhausted in its 

<wn whirlpools and eddies, it flows away in a gentle 

tream, towards the St. Lawrence; The fall is near- 

* Bouchette. 
f It is astonishing that Charlevoix states the full of Montnoo- 
eoci as being thirty feet wide, and only forty high. I cannot but 
biok that there must Imve been a typographical error In the 
•mission of two hundred, before forty, especially, as Charlevoii 
tatesthe height of the Niagara falls very nearly as they are now 
estimated. It is not probable that a century has made mucXi ^\l- 
<ereace with either. 

so 
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ly perpendicular, and appears not to deviate mor< 
than three or four degrees from it. This deviatioi 
is caused by the ledges of rock below, and is jus 
sufficient to break the water completely into foao 
and spray. The width of the stream, at the mo 
ment of its fall, is apparently, fifty or sixty feet ; i 
may be seventy when the river is swollen by rain! 
or by the melted snows. 

The effect on the beholder is most delightful 
The river, at some distance, seems suspended ii 
the air, in a sheet of billowy foam,^ and, contrast 
ed, as it is, with the black frowning abyss, into whid 
it falls, it is an object of the highest interest. 

As w^^^proached nearer to its foot, the impres* 
^ions of Ipndeur and sublimity were, in the mosl 
perfect manner imaginable, blended with those ol 
extreme beauty. 

This river is of so considerable magnitude, that, 
precipitated as it is, from this amazing height, the 
thundering noise, and mighty rush of waters, vsii 
the never ceasing wind and rain, produced by tin 
fall, powerfully arrest the attention : the spectator 
stands in profound awe, mingled with delight, esp«" 
cially when he contrasts the magnitude of the &H 
with that, of a villa, on the edge of the dark pre(9' 
pices of frowning rock, which form the westert 
bank, and with the casual spectators, looking do«» 

* It has been compared to a white ribbon, suspended in (be airi 
this comparison does justice to the delicacy, but not to thegnf 
deur of this cataract. 
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from the same elevation. But, these impressions 
are not sufficient to overpower the delicate beauty 
of this cataract. The sheet of foam, which breaks 
over the ridge, is more and more divided, as it is 
dashed against the successive layers of rock, which 
it almost completely veils from view ; the spray be- 
comes very delicate and abundant, from top to bot- 
tom, hanging over, and revolving around the torrent, 
till it becomes lighter and more evanescent, than 
the whitest fleecy clouds of summer, than the finest 
attenuated web, than the lightest gossamer, consti- 
tuting the most airy and sumptuous dpnpery, that 
can be imagined. Yet, like the drapery of some of 
the Grecian statues, which, while it veils, exhibits 
more forcibly, the form beneath, this d<Hniot hide, 
but exalts the effect produced by thi»noble cat- 
aract. 

The rain-bow we saw in great perfection ; bow 
within bow, and (what I never saw elsewhere, so 
perfectly,) as I advanced into the spray, the bow 
became complete, myself being a part of its circum- 
ference, and its transcendent glories moving with 
©very change of position. This beautiful and splen- 
did sight was to be enjoyed only by advancing quite 
into the shower of spray ;* as if, in the language 
C^f aocient poetry, and fable, the genii of the place, 
tileased with the beholder's near approach to 
the seat of their empire, decked the devotee with the 

* Which was very copious, and, (if not averted by nn umbre)- 
Hi) woald iooo we( the observer through his clothes. 
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appropriate robes of the caiaroct, the vcsial veil 
fleecy spray, and the lieavenly splendors of tbe 

The falls of MommoreDci have been often 
scribed, and we had obtuined tolerably definite 
correct idea^ of them, bin their entire impres^it 
on us was beyond our expectations. 

Those who visit this place in the winter, see 
fine feature added to llie scene, although ibey i 
lose some others. The spray freezes, and forms 
regular cone, of sometimes one hundred feet 
height, and standing immediately at the bottom 
the cataract. It is even said, lliat some are b 
dy enough to clamber up thia icy tower. Gapti 
informs iis that he has performed this gtd 
\ r«ai. If 

FBINT, NO. 7. 

In iti'vt view, on (he right, are seen the rocky sB 
^ la, rising from the St. Lawrence, and presend 
dieir broken edges; higher up, the precipice Uct 
bred with sand, gravul, and ruins of the rocks, a 
with some poor verdure, and stinted shrubs. Tl 
high bank, here teraiinaling abruptly on tbe gn 
river, is continued around to the fall, foriniog 1 
right side of the great curve, in the center of whpi 
appears the cataract. In tbe picture, the spray 
but partially represented, and is less copious, B 
a less considerable height, than in th« ecc 
Just where the river commences its I«i 
B rodts wa staoJ 
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Immediately in front, nearest to the observer, 'and 
just where some spectators are placed, the fall Is 
seen with great advantage; perhaps, it is more 
beautiful there, than any where else ; the views of 
it are, however, very fine at every position, as we 
advance towards it, (although the impending banks 
of ruinous and decomposed rock, look rather alarm- 
ing, as we pass along.) At the foot of the cataract, 
on the right, we perceive a projection of rock, half 
veiling the bottom of the fall from view ; this rock 
is constantly wet and slippery, with the spray, and 
the observer scrambles up its sides, with some diffi- 
culty, but, when arrived there, he is fully compen- 
sated by the grandeur of the scene; if he advance 
over the other declivity of the rock, the bow attends 
his every step, and, at some places, two or three 
concentric bows are seen. If willing to be thor- 
oughly wet, and possessed of a little of the spirit of 
adventure, he may, by persevering in his advances 
even gain a peep behind the cataract. On the left, 
is seen the other side of the bay ; it is composed of 
perpendicular ledges of black stratified rock ; (I 
presume it is the same fetid lime stone, which con- 
stitutes the basis of Beauport,) and, on its summit, 
a little removed from the edge, is a handsome villa. 
Almost exactly on the edge, and resembling a low 
fence, is seen an aqueduct, which diverts a part of- 
the river, just above the fallj and conducts it to a 
saw mill at the bottom of the bank. The tranquil 
basin, below the fall, at low water, presents to view, 

20* 
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portions of the rocky strata, which form its bed, and 
it is then fordabie, and also for some time, during 
the latter part of the ebb, and the beginning of tha 
flow of the tide. 



SAW MILLS AND LUMBER. 



Just below the falls, on the right bank of the 
Moiitmorcnci, at its confluence with the St Law- 
rence, is the great establishment of Mr. Patterson, 
for sawing lumber. The mills, which are probably 
as extensive as any in the world, are fed bji 
stream, directed (as already mentioned in the de- 
scription of print 7,) from the Montmorenci, just 
nbove tlio fulls. It is conducted along, on the high 
bank, in a lurge artificinl channel, of plank and tim- 
bor, till, rushing down the inclined plane, formed bj 
the great natural descent of the hill, it acquires i 
prodigious velocity, and, falling upon the water 
wheels, in the mill, at the bottom of the bank, it 
imparts an impulse, sufficiently powerful, to turn the 
fniiciiin^My of a vast establishment, and performs !■ 
vvA'Y great amount of labour. Nor does it injure 
the cataract, as Lieutenant Hall, in his travels, sup* 
poses it would ; for, it is no more missed from the 
stroatn of the Montmorenci, than a pebble wouM 
h(; from its banks. 

Contiguous to these mills, is a vast deposit of 
Iiunher ; much of it is afloat, and is guarded fron 



/ 



iM 



XOU& BETWEEN HABTFORD AND QUEBEC. 281 

• 

floatiag quite away, by wharves and pillars, and by 
very extensive artificial dams, running out a great 
way into the St. Lawrence, and forming a large ba- 
sin. I cannot say with confidence, how many acres 
it appeared to cover ; my elevation on the contiguous 
bank, was so great, that I might be much deceived ; 
but it served, together with the deposits which we 
had seen at the Chaudiere, at Sillery, in Wolfe's 
cove, and other places, to give us a strong impres- 
sion of the magnitude of the Canadian 4umber trade; 
it is, in fact, the principal business of the country ; 
and the ships waiting to receive it, are very nume- 
rous. A good deal of this lumber, as we were as- 
sured, comes from Vermont, and is rafted down 
Lake Champlain, and through the rivers Sorel and 
St. Lawrence. 

To us, who had never seen any thing to compare 
with the exhibition of lumber, on the waters around 
Quebec, this sight, and the other similar ones, ap- 
^' peared very remarkable. The number, and size of 
the ships, also, that are waiting to receive it, far ex- 
ceeded our expectations, and evinced, that, if Great 
Britain cannot supply herself with lumber, on good 
terms, from any other source, this colony must, for 
this reason alone, be very important to her ; and, 
i?;Jeed, it has obviously this great advantage, as a 
source of supply, that it is, in a great measure, in- 
dependent of the contingency of war. 

As an article of trade, however, I am aware that 
lumber, from its great bulk, and low value, makes a 
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much greaier s\ipw, ttian a comnierce Ja nuay coi 
inodittes, which, ia a niuch more song war, m 
- imply a vastly greater amouut of capita), and 
r- profits. 

Tlie lumber rafts on the Si. Lawrence, well ii 

etve to be mentioned among the curiosities of tl 

I river. We found some of them around us ia |] 

I morning, as we were coming down to Quebec, ai 

e amused with die view of these anomaloi 

ting communities. Some of them occu| 

I thousands of square feel on the water, and eichibil 

I ed an active, grotesque population, busy in steerii 

\ these ponderous misshapen piles, down the ourm 

of the river ; they erect huts upon thcra, and co 

trive to concentrate upon the rafts, l}ie few at 

coarse accommodations, which tlieir frugal babh 

. und their tardy inland voyage may demand. 

We did not expect to find oppressively hot weal 
I er in Cunada, so late as the 7ih of October, but, 
I clambering the precipices about the falls of Mtw 
I uiorenci, we experienced a degree of heal, like Ui 
I of the middle of July. 



From the river Montmorenci, the ground gout 
I descends towards the St. I^awrence, and toiran 
C hut, as the distance is considerable, the ( 
1 is sufficient to aSbrd a good view of ih 
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Approaching it by water, from Montreal, we have 
only a glimpse of the upper town, but, from the 
Beauport side, we see it perfectly. Most of the 
upper town is built upon a side hill^ sloping rapidly 
to the north and east, and the view from Beauport, 
gives the idea of a fine city^ of considerable magni- 
tude. 

The roofs and spires, covered with tin, glittered 
to-day, in the bright meridian sun. The towers and 
turretted walls, completely encircle the upper town, 
although they exclude the lower ; and the suburbs, 
now become almost as extensive and handsome, as 
thfe city itself, are also in full view, with a conside- 
rable part of the lower town, and most of the ships 
in the bay and river. 

The opposite shores of the island of Orleans, and 
of Point Levi, with the numerous farm houses and 
villages, that are conspicuous all around, and the 
luxuriant meadows, intersected by the Charles, ad- 
ded to the beauty of the prospect. 

Indeed, Quebec and its environs, present as mag- 
nificent scenery as can well be imagined. Towers 
and spires — walls and rocks — cascades and precipi- 
ces — swelling hills, and luxuriant vallies, and woody 
mountains — beautiful villages, and numberless sol- 
itary villas, and white cottages — with grand rivers, 
and crowding fleets, are all united to delight the 
spectator. Such scenes would be esteemed very 
fine in any country. 
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PRINT, NO. 8. 

This print, although the scene is principalty i 
le, does not exhibit exactltf the view, from Beaa- 
port, which was last described. The obsen'er i 
not in Beauport, but is standing on the eastern sidi 
of the Montmorencr, on the bank, which is exhibit. 
ed on the right of print 7. Immedialely before him. 
is the saw mill of Mr. Paiterson, whb floating lum 
ber, and a ship, waiting to receive il. On (he rigbt^ 
is the high promontory, situaied on rite westera sidi 
of tile Montmorenci, and constituting the cou) 
part to that exhibited in the last print ; the : 
and saw mill, and two adventurers, on the top i 
the precipice, give some idea of its height* Fron 
(he mill, we see the aqueduct passing along tti 
hin ; after it begins to descend from the beigbta, 
is CAVcred on the top, with thick plunk, «tron^i 
bound hy timber, to prevent the water from c 
flowing, for the stream is so copious, as compleU:l]| 
lo fill this hollow box, through which the water i 
hurried with a frightful velocity. On (he left, ii 
Point Levi, opposite lo Quebec, and distant froa 
the observer five or six miles ; at the foot of tl 
promontry,we see a hitle sctllcmGnt,a port io min 
ture, and numbers of ships contiguous. In the tt 
ireme dislanr.e, are the hills about Ihc mouth of U 
^Chaudiere river, and beyond it ; ihey are fro 

elve to fifteen, and even Iweniy miles distant, uii 
sidiated on ih«ii;^1u\^auV.oCi.he St. Lawrence* 
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In the middle of the view, on the right, is the city 
of Quebec, exhibiting a part, both of the upper and 
lower town. This view may be considered as be- 
ing, in thiA*espect, a continuation of that, exhibited 
in prints No. 5 and 6 ; and, as beginning . nearly 
where the latter leaves off. We see the upper town, 
with its crowded show of houses and spires, and with 
the flag and telegraph on Cape Diamond, surround- 
ed by its military wall, and distant four or five miles; 
the wall passes along upon the very edge of the 
precipice of naked black rock. Immediately at the 
foot of this precipice, is a continuation of the lower 
town, with its wharves, ships, and ware houses, and, 
on its extrehie right, we see the steep ascent to the 
palace gate. The promontory, on the right of the 
Montmorenci, intercepts the view of Beauport, and 
of the beautiful slope from it to the St. Lawrence ; 
nor do we see the declivity of the city of Quebec 
to the north and west ; from the highest parts that 
\ are in view, it declines very rapidly in that direc- 
tion, towards the Charles river ; and this part is ex- 
tensive and populous, and includes the fine sub- 
urb of St. Johns. 

In order to understand this print, and No. 5 and 
6, it must be remembered, that the front of the 
town, towards the St. Lawrence, is circular, pre- 
senting its convex side to the rivers, in the form of 
the exterior curve of an amphitheatre. 



* 
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BATTLE OF MONTSlOBF.KCt. ■ 

, The roar of (he cataract — the beamy of tlie re^ 

Tolving spray, and ihe splendors of tlH rainbiVi I 
have not always been observed, in tranquiliiy, tt 1 
Monlmorenci ; for the flash, and ihe smoke, and 
the thunder of artillery, have, at a former period, 
evervbelmed these mrlder beatities, aiid tbe banks, 
and the waters of these rivers have, at their cooflu- 
RDce, been stained with blood. 

On the 27ih of June, 1759, Genera] Wolfe, ar- 
riving in the St. Lawreoce, with an annamefit etgrnp- 
ped expressly for the rednction of Quebec, esub- 
iisbefl his army upon tbe island of 'Orlesus, while 
Admiral Saunders, with tbe fleet, occupied the chan- 
nels and the bay of Quebec. On the S9ih, General 
Wolfe detached General Monckion, with four hai- 
talions, to drive lbs French force from Point Levi, 
the promontory opposite to Quebec, and to occupy 
that place, a service which was successfully esccii- 
ted. The French soon after, passed over from Que- 
bec, wiib one thousand six hundred men, (o atuclc 
General Monckton, but fell into confusino — fired on 
one another, and retreated back to the city.* Gtn- 
eral Monckton severely cannonaded and boiiibufd' 
ed the city, from this point, and although bis fin' 
was quite destructive to Ute lower town, and very 
injurious to the buildings in ilie upper it made n« 
I serious impression on its defences, and left the plac 



* C«n«r»l WoUe's d'ii\ia\r,\i \o V« t(,<ii«ftni«nl. 
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nearly as tenable as ever. Indeed, it is obvious 
from mere inspection, that were the works of Que- 
bec, on the side next to Point Levi, all destroyed, 
still it wAild be of little avail, towards an escalade 
of the precipices of naked rock, in some places more 
than three hundred feet high, on which the walls and 
towers are built. For many miles above the city, 
the left bank of the river is a mere precipice, or ad- 
mits of easy and effectual defence, by a small num- 
ber of troops,, judiciously stationed. The only ac- 
cessible ground, in tlie immediate vicinity of Que- 
bec, is the graceful declivity between the river St. 
Charles, which washes the north eastern part of the 
city, and the Montmorenci. This^is the fine natur- 
al slope, that appeared so beautiful as we entered 
the bay of Quebec, and stretches four or five miles, 
along the river, from Beauport to the St. Lawrence. 
Near Montmorenci, this declivity becomes very 
steep and of arduous ascent. This ground would, 
of course, invite a landing, but the Marquis de Mont- 
calm, had occupied every part of it, with an en- 
trenched camp ; batteries of cannon were placed at 
every accessible point, and his rear was defended 
by a thick forest. 

Still, General Wolfe, seeing no prospect of re- 
ducing Quebec, except by first defeating the army 
by which it was defended, and perceiving no possi- 
bility of attacking that army, except by occupying 
this ground, took measures to effect that object. 

21 
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On the night of Jtily 9th, he passed liia ai 
over ibe north ebannci, between llie island of < 
leans and the promontory represented on the rie 
of print 7. He wished next to pass the M*ntmor< 
ci above ttie falls, and to attack the enemy in t 
rear, but, there was no ford nearer iJian three mil 
up the river, and the opposite bank was enirenclM 
and so steep and woody, that it could not be « 
cessfully attacked. 

He had occupied with cannon, the precipice fa 
low tlie falls, which forms the right of the curre, 
print 7 ; it is higher than the opposite »ide, to wbi 
the left of (he French camp extended, and the vig 
of the fire from ihis battery, under the direcinn 
General Townsend, prevented tiie French tn 
erecting a corresponding battery, near the ph 
where the aqueduct is represented. In the left oft 
picture; this battery was therefore iinoppo«ed, a 
coniiderably annoyed the French camp. 

We saw ibe remains of the English batteiy j ih 
are still distiaclly visible on the heights, 
of the bay, below the falls ; the bank has now cm 
bled so much, that the entrenchments are ctose 
the edge of the precipice, and the observer, on i 
count of ihe frail support below, should be on 
guard in npproarliin^ the brink. 

Ithfts been already mentioned, in the descriplj 
of print 7, that the hay below the falU is 
near, and at low »vuter. General Wolfe detemiin 
ro araiJ himself f>V tU\s tuc'Art'j , mvd to attack the e 



TOUR BETWEEN HABTFORD AND ^UE-BCC. 239 

. emy in front, in their entrenchments ; to enfilade 
and batter these, a great quantity of artillery was 
placed upon the eminence, and was served with 
much effqct. 

It became necessary to pass the ford on the rocks, 
and then to go around the point by the saw mill ; 
which is exhibited on the right of print 8. The 
promontory there represented, immediately above 
the saw mill, cuts off, in a great measure, the view 
of the ground occupied by the French camp, and 
also the view of the beach where the English troops 
were to form. 

It was on the morning of the 31st of July, that 
the grenadiers, in the boats of the squadron, sup* 
ported by a part of General Monckton's corps from 
Point Levi, who were also in boats, proceeded for 
the shore ; they were thrown into some confusion, 
and detained a good while by accidentally ground- 
ing, so that it was late in the afternoon, before they 
effected a landing on the beach, above the saw mill. 
The enemy had precipitately abandoned a redoubt, 
close to the shore; the corps of Generals Townsend 
and Murray, which were to ford the Montraorenci, 
and come round to the beach, to unite in the attack, 
were on their way, and in good order, but the corps 
of General Monckton were not yet landed. 

The grenadiers, consisting of thirteen companies, 
aided by two hundred royal Americans, had orders 
to form in four distinct bodies, and to proceed to 
the attack as soon as they could be supported \\^' 
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Moncklon's corps, and aiJcrl by the Iroop"? from ll 
ford of liic Monimorenci. 

But, before Monckton's. corps were landed, a) 
before tlie other iroops were al hand lo su] 
them, anil, without n'aitin^ to form, they rushed irn 
petuously forward, running towards ihe " enemy 
entrenchments, in the utmost disorder and confi 
f ion."* Tjieir courage proved their ruin ; ihi 
were cut down in great numbers, by a very hot at 
■welt directed fire, and, being unable to form, thi 
retreated behind the redoubt, which the French bi 
abandoned, leaving their dead lo he plundered, il 
numbers of tlicir wounded to be murdered m 
Bcnlped by the savages. Genera! Wolfe now drcwt 
bis grenadiers, to form ihem behind Gener.il Mone 
ton's corps, which was bythis time drawn up on tl 
beacli in " esircnie good order." But il was nc 
near night — a stiddcn thunder storm came on — the tii 
began to make — and the attack was abandoned, ifl 
the loss of between five and six hundred bra\-e ok 
of llie flower of the army, and, Wolfe, fearing that, 
he persisted any longer, his retreat might be guI< 
tjuietly retreated again lo his camp, across I 
Montmorcnci. This attack has often been ceoa 
*d as rash, and, after \-iewing the ground, I presw 
most persons would pronounce that judgmeoi U 
correct. General Wolfe himself, says: "TIibw 
my were indeed posted upon a commanding «[ 
Btmcv. The beach, upon which tha Uoom m 
■ \Xi>Wi kticr 111 



TO0E BBTWEEK HA&TFOBB ANB QUEBEC. 241 

drawn up, was of a deep mud, with holes, and cut 
by several gullies. The hill to be ascended, very 
steep, and not every where practicable. The ene- 
my numerous in their entrenchments, and their fire 
hot. If the attack had succeeded, our loss must 
certainly have been great, and theirs inconsiderable, 
from the shelter which the neighbouring woods af- 
forded them. The river of St. Charles still remain- 
ed to be passed, before the town was invested. All 
these circumstances I considered ; but, the desire 
to act in conformity to the king's intentions, induced 
me to make this triaf, persuaded that a victorious 
army finds no difficulties."* 

General Wolfe expected, (had he succeeded,) to 
have penetrated the left of the French camp, where 
his artillery, from the opposite heights, had made 
an impression. Without claiming to have any mili- 
tary knowledge, I may perhaps, be allowed to say, 
that, after toiling up this hill, on foot, and finding it an 
arduous undertaking to one entirely unmolested, it ap- 
pears next to madness, to lead columns of men up 
a long and steep ascent, where, especially in a hot 
summer's day, they could not, for many minutes, 
proceed upon the run, without being put out of 
breath, and where the well directed fire of deeply 
entrenched troops, aided by artillery, must speedily 
cut down, (as it actually did,) one half of those who 
made the rash attempt, while they, in turn, could do 
their enemy little or no harm. 

» Wolfe's letter to Mr. Pitt. 

21* 
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It was an aflrair» extremely like Bunker's hill» in al- 
most all its circumstances, except that the French pos- 
sessed regular entrencbmentSi abundance of cannon, 
and experienced commanders and troopSi while the 
Americans, at Bunker^s Hill, had nothing more than 
a small redoubt, and a very imperfect breast work, 
thrown up in one night, and made, to some extent, 
of rail fence and bay, and were almost without can- 
non, and with commanders and troops, most of 
whom had never been in battle before. Had they 
been situated at Bunker's Hill, as the French were, 
at Montmorenci, they would, without doubt, have 
finally repulsed the assailants. If General Wolfe 
had lived, and ultimately failed in the campaign, he 
would probably have been censured, with much 
jiiorc severity, especially had he been fi^ustrated in 
the attompt to gain the plains of Abraham, which he 
♦licrtainly would have been, had the French com- 
iiiander been as much on his guard there, as at 
Montmorenci. 

In the recital of the horrors of war, we view them 
with wonderful apathy, for the very reason, that 
ought to excite the deepest interest, because the re- 
.sults arc given by hundreds and by thousands. In 
this vast aggregate of human woe, we forget the par- 
ticular sufferings, and are much less affected, (as 
lias often boon remarked by moral writers,) by the 
accounts of tlie slaughter of armies, than we should 
be by the* detailed exhibition, of the sufferings of a 
Vmglc soldier. But we ought to remembej' diat ev- 
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ery wounded and dying man has his own individual 
agony J and that it is not greater for a Wolfe, than 
for every private soldier. 

The following anecdote* contains an account of the 
dangers and sufferings of two individuals, in this very 
battle, and the event happened on the very ground 
which we walked over, in this day's excursion. I 
presume that, notwithstanding its length, I shall be 
excused for its introduction : — 

" Captain Ochterlony, and Ensign Peyton, be- 
longed to the regiment of Brigadier-General Monck- 
ton. They were nearly of an age, which did not 
exceed thirty ; the first was a North-Briton, the 
other a native of Ireland. Both were agreeable in 
person, and unblemished in character, and connect- 
ed together by the ties of mutual friendship and es- 
teem. On the day that preceded the battle. Cap- 
tain Ochterlony had been obliged to fight a duel 
with a German officer, in which, though he wound- 
ed and disarmed his antagonist, yet he himself re- 
ceived a dangerous hurt under the right arm, in 
consequence of which his friends insisted on his re- 
maining in camp during the action of next day; but 
his spirit was too great to comply with this remon- 
I strance. He declared it should never be said that 
a scratch, received in a private rencounter, had pre- 
vented him from doing his duty, when his country 
required his service ; and he took the field with a 
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fusil in his hand, though h« waa liardly able to car- 
ry his arms In leading up his men to the oaemy's 
entrench men t, be was shot through the hmgs with a 
musket ball, an accident nliich obliged him to part 
with his fusil, but he still continued advancinic, un- 
til, by loss of blood, he became loo weak to proceed 
further. About the same time, JMr. Peyton wa£ 
lamed by a shot, which shattered (he Miinll hone ot 
his left leg. The soldiers, in their reireai, earnest^ 
!y begged, with tears in their eyes, iliai Cnplau(l 
Ochterlony would allow them to carry him and ihs ' 
ensign off the field. But he was so hi2;otlcd to a 
severe point of honour, thai he woidd not (juii th« 
ground, though he desired they would take care ot^ 
his Ensign. Mr. Peyton, with a cenerous disdiun^^ 
rejected their good officee, declaring tha^he would 
not leave bis Captain in such a situation ; and, id a 
little time, they remained sole survivors on that part 
of the field. 

" Captain Ocblerlony sat down by hu (Hend, 
■nd, as they expected nothing bnt immediate death, 
tbey took leave of each other ; yet they were not 
altogether abandoned by the hope of being proteet- 
ed as prisoners ; for the Captafn seeing a French 
soldier, with two Indians, approach, started up, and 
accosting them in die French language, which be 
spoke perfectly well, expressed his expectation that 
diey would treat him and his companion as officera, 
prisoners, and gentlemen. The two Indians seem- 

' to be entirely under the conduct of the French- 
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man, who, coming up to Mr. Peyton, as he sat on 
the ground, snatched his laced hat from his head, 
and robbed the Captain of his watch and money. 
This outrage was a signal to the Indians for murder 
and pillage. One of them, clubbing his firelock, 
struck at him behind, with a view to knock him 
down, but the blow missing his head, took place 
upon his shoulder. At the same instant, the other 
Indian poured his shot into the breast of this unfor- 
tunate young gentleman, who cried out, * O Pey- 
ton ! the villain has shot me.' Not yet satiated 
with cruelty, the barbarian sprung upon him, and 
stabbed him in the belly with his scalping knife. 
The Captain having parted with his fusil, had no 
weapon for his defence, as none of the officers wore 
swords in the action. The three ruffians finding 
him still alive, endeavoured to strangle him with his 
own sash ; and he was now upon his knees, strug- 
I5ling against them with surprising exertion. Mr. 
Peyton, at this juncture, having a double-barrelled 
musket in his hand, and seeing the distress of his 
friend, fired at one of the Indians, who dropped 
dead on the spot. The other, thinking the ensign 
would now be an easy prey, advanced towards him, 
and Mr. Peyton, having taken good aim, at the dis- 
tance of four yards, discharged his piece the second 
time, but it seemed to take no effect. The savage , 
fired in his turn, and wounded the ensign in the 
shoulder ; then rushing upon him, thrust his bayo- 
net through his body ; he repeated the blow, which 



Mr. Peyton attenpdag to ponrjr, looeite^ another 
wound inhialeftlunid; aevorthelesfi he amed Ae 
Indian's maaket with tfa» iame haadt pulled him 
forwards, and, with his rif^t^ drawing a dagger 
which huag -bf hia aidoi- plunged it in the barbari- 
an's side. A vMent strugi^ ensued ; but at Imigth, 
Mr. Peyton was uppermost, and, with repeated 
strokes of bisdagger, killed his antagonist oatri|^ 
Here he was seised with an unaccountable e aiotip a 
of curiosity, to know whether or not hia shot had 
taken place on die body of the Indttu ; he aoeor- 
dingly turned him up, and strippmg off his bl a nke t 
perceived that the ballhad penetrated quite tfaroai^ 
the cavity of the^fareast Having dins obtained a 
dear bought victory, he started up on one leg, and 
saw Captain Ochterlony standing at the distance of 
sixty yards, close by the enemy's breast-work, with 
the French soldier attending bim. Mr. Peyton then 
called aloud, 'Captain Ochterlony, I am glad to see 
you have at last got under protection. Beware of 
that villain, who is more barbarous than the sava- 
ges. God bless you, my dear Captain. I see a par- 
ty of Indians coming this way, and expect to be 
murdered immediately.' A number of those barba- 
rians had for some time been employed on the left, 
in scalping and pillaging the dying and the dead that 
were left upon the field of battle ; and above thirty 
of them were in full march to destroy Mr. Peyton. 
This gentleman knew he had no mercy to expect ; 
for, should his life be spared for the present, they 
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3uld have afterwards insisted upon sacrificing him 
the manes of their brethren whom he had slain ; 
id in that case he would have been put to death 
r the most excruciating tortures. Full of this idea, 
i snatched up his musket, and, notwithstanding his 
•oken leg, ran above forty yards without halting ; 
id feeling himself now totally disabled, and inca- 
ible of proceeding one step further, he loaded his 
lece, and presented it to the two foremost Indians, 
ho stood aloof, waiting to be joined by their fel- 
>ws : while the French, from their breast- works, 
ept up a continual fire of cannon and small arms 
pen this poor, solitary, maimed gentleman. In this 
neomfortable situation he stood, when he discerned 
t a distance, a Highland officer, with a party of his 
aen, skirting the plain towards the field of battle* 
le forthwith waved his hand in signal of distress, 
ind being perceived by the officer, he detached 
hree of his men to his assistance. These brave 
feDows hastened to him through the midst of a ter- 
ible fire, and one of them bore him off on his 
tboolders. The Highland officer was Captain Mac- 
bnald, of Colonel Frazer's battalion ; who, under- 
tending that a young gentleman, his kinsman, had 
Iropped on the field of battle, had put himself at the 
kead of this party^ with which he penetrated to the 
Buddie of the field, drove a considerable number of 
be French and Indians before him, and finding his 
(dation still unscalped, carried him off in triumph. 
Poor Captun Ochteriony was conveyed \o Q^jaeVi^r.^ 
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where, ■□ a few days, he died of his ivounds. AAtf 
the reducdoa of that place, ihe French surgeonf 
wbo attended him, declared, that, in all probability, 
be woald have recovered of the two shots be bad 
i«ceired fai his breast, had he not been moftaiif 
wooBided in the belly by the iBdiao's scalpiji; 
Imite. 

"As this rerj remarkable scene was acted in 
sight of both armies, Geaeral Tonoshend, in the 
sequel, eiipostulaied n'lth tbe French officers upon 
the iahumanity of keeping up such a severe itt 
against two wounded gentlemen, who were din* 
bled, and destitute of all hope of escaping. Tbef 
uiBwered, that the fire was not made by the n^ 
lars, but by the Canadians and savages, whom r( 
was not in the power of discipline to resirsin." 

EXCOtSION TO THF. I' ALLS OF CHUmiERE 

Oct. 8. — With our faithful Gouran, and ourca 
fortable calash, we crossed the St. Laivrence abcM 
(he middle of tlie day. We had come down to tbt 
wharf much earlier, and waited two hours for ifae 
boat, which was detained on the other side, at iht 
command of a party of the officers of justice, wbfl 
had gone over to whip a culprit ; at length, a greii 
company of them returned in the boat, with their 
badges, and bringing with them the miserable i 
As usual elsewhere, in such cases, it excited 
gratified the mob, but ihc disgraced and cbastiitd 
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tffender, wore an aspect very difierent from the 
consequential air of the constables, or from the grin- 
ning insolence of the populace. 

Arrived on the opposite shore, we soon ascend- 
ed the steep heights of Point Levi — saw where 
General Monckton erected his batteries, to bom- 
bard the city, previous to the unsuccessful battle at 
Montmorenci — and enjoyed a brilliant and new 
view of Quebec, and of its environs — the fortifica- 
tions ana precipices appearing particularly grand 
from this elevation. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE VIGNETTE. — -{See title page.) 

VIEW OF QUEBEC FROM POmX LEVI. 

No position, in which we were placed, afforded 
us so impressive a view of the rock of Quebec, and 
particularly of its castellated appearance, as this from 
the summit of Point Levi. After the prints that 
have been already described, this will be readily in- 
telligible. The distance is about one mile. On the 
extreme left, is a gHmpse of the heights and plains of 
Abraham — on the extreme right, the hills about 
Beauport and Montmorenci. Immediately before 
us, is the rock of Quebec ; and the extent of the 
part that is seen, is about one mile : nearly the whole 
of it is, literally, a naked rocky precipice, of a very 
dark hue, almost black, and composed of enormous 
strata of slate and lime stone, very rude, both on 
account of their natural contortions, siwd xVv% ^^^\:& 

22, 
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^H'of blasting, and of other forms of violence U] 
^H them. On the summit of the rock, on the lei 
where it is three hunilred and forly-five feet high, 
ihe citadel, standing on Cape Diamonij; some wi 
to the right of this, where the rock declines consii 
erably in height, appears the castie of St, Loui 
(more distinctly exhibited in print G.) Still furthi 
to the right, and scarcely distinguishable among ti 
buildings, is the Present gale, at ihe top ofmounta 
street, which comes obliquely up from tlje low» 
town, and affords the only communlcaiioa on tl 
side of the rock. Beyond the gate, on the left, 
seen the English Episcopal cailiedral, and, to t 
right, the Roman Catholic cathedral, Ihe purliatnt 
house, the seminary, tic. and, in front of these \» 
Is the wall of the city, with embrasures and caaw 
fonning the grand battery, which occupies a lovri 
level, or natural platform of the rock, which is 
I^H about two hundred and thirty feel high. 
^^M At tbe foot of the rock, is the lower town, ud* 
^^F we add lo il, that part exbibiled from MuotmDK 
H ci, (print S,) we have then very nearly ilie whole 
the lower town ; it may be added, that prini S, ai 
ihis vignelte, in connexion, esbibit nearly the wbc 
of the rock of Quebec. Nearly on tlit' extreme I 
of the rock, at tJie foot of Cape Diamond, in c 
tower lown, is llie place where General Mooigoai 
ry was slain on the rooming of December 3i, I77J 
and, on the right, at the foot of the rock. 
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battery, is the street where General Arnold's party 
were defeated and captured, on the same occasion. 
This vignette is the only print in this volume, that 
is not original. It is common at Quebec, on bank 

bills, and, Mr. W , finding it so very exact a 

representation of the fine scene, which we contem* 
plated, from Point Levi, adopted, and copied it, with 
some slight variations. The engraver has given it 
still greater precision,, by reference to the view of 
Quebec, on Colonel Bouchette's topographical map 
of Lower Canada. 



The villages through which we passed, were not 
so well built as Beauport ; a larger propoition of the 
houses were constructed of logs, and the people ap- 
peared not in so good circumstances, but still they 
were comfortable. 

The road to Montmorenci was rough ; that over 
which we were now passing, was smooth, and, com- 
pared with any other roads that we had seen in 
Canada, it was very fine. We passed through a 
large settlement, sustained principally by the great 
lumber establishment of Mr. Caldwell, and soon ar- 
rived at the mouth of the Chaudiere river, over 
which we were ferried. 

During our whole ride from Point Levi, we had 
been gratified by a succession of fine views : the 
river — the opposite shores, precipitous in almost 
every direction — the heights of Abrah^x^ — C»^^% 
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Diamond, and the upper and lower lowns — 1] 
slopes of Beauport, and the beiglits of Mooliniira 
ci — the Isle of Orleans, and llie bosom of ibe ri 
*r — some of these fealures were constantly, eitlier 
jirospect, or iu retrospect ; and we saw many seem 
which would have been well worthy of ilie pendL 
Among these, one was selected, of which the a 
nesed print is a representation. 



This scene, which we thought not to be exeee 
ed in beauty by any thing thai we saw in Cattad 
was sketched from the left bank of the Chaudie 
river, at its mouth. Our road from Point Lei 
conducted us to the foot of the precipice of roc 
which is seen on ihe opposite side of tiie Cbaud 
ere ; and, while a larger boat was getting readjr 
convey over carriages and horses, Mr. W. had tl 
good fortune to cross first, in a small boat, and oeo 
pied the few moments, before the rest of its aiiive 
in securing the outlines of this grand and 
prospect. 

It was seen by the mildest, softest light, of on Ii 
dian summer afternoon — not more than iwo hou 
before sun-setting ; and there was a mellowness i 
the tints, especially of the remoter objects, whiol 
ttolwiihstanding the grandeur of some of tbo l« 
of the landscape, excited still stronger perccj 
of beauty. These impressions were heighlei 

br Gontrnst, witb the deep black gulf, inimcdnti 
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biafhtniii, and iho up|)rr and lower towns— the 

.*U .o»t n,Ml tlw. h..;..l»t^ nf Alnntmornn- 



in scujiina; ii. 
prospect. 

It was se(Mi by il. 
dian sunimor aftornoo, 
before sun-setting ; and 
tbe tints, especially of tli 
noluilh.«>tandini!; tbc gran 
lures of iho landscape, ex 
fions of beauty. These i: 
mI bv contn-n. with the dc 
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ly below the observer, and a little to the^ right. — 
This is the mouth of a very considerable river, the 
Chaudiere, which here, coming from the south- 
east, pours its black waters into the deep green St. 
Lawrence, and is so imprisoned, between very ab- 
rupt precipitous shores, principally of rock,* but 
overhung in part by forest, that, from the high bank 
where the view was taken, only a part of the river 
is seen. Some idea of the height of these banks 
will be gained, by comparison with the ships, which 
here lie securely anchored in the mouth of the Chau- 
diere ; they are European ships, in quest of lumber, 
and appeared to be generally of between two and 
three hundred tons burthen. 

On the right, at the distance of six or seven miles, 
we see Point Levi ; in the middle of the extreme 
distance, are the hills about Montmorenci, distant 
about twelve miles ; on the smooth expanse of the 
river between, numberless ships are seen to repose, 
surrounded and tinged, by the peculiaily attemper- 
ed light, of what I presume painters would call a 
perfect Claude Lorrain sky. On the left, is Que* 
bee, with its citadel, built on Cape Diamond, and 
nearer, a glimpse of a part of the plains of Abraham, 
with some of the Martello towers. The distance is 
about six miles, and the bearing nearly north-east 
by north ; the distance by the road, is nine miles. 

*Tbe rock on the opposite shore, is extremely well character 
;;ecl; grey troche, (the grey wacke of Werner.) 
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b aiwi e r c uireui encoantering current, and all 
phnging into a restless whudpoQl, boiling with in- 
cessant agitation ; thence, nndoobtedlj, its French 
name, of the Pot, or boiling Cauldron. 

Colonel Boachette has given die following accu- 
rate sketch of these &lls : — *^ The continual action 
of the water, has worn the rock into deep ezcaya- 
tbns,th'at give a globular figure to the revolving bod- 
ies of white foam, as thej descend, and greatly in- 
crease the beautiful efiect of the fall; the spray 
thrown up, being quickly spread by the wind, pro- 
duces in the sun shine, a most splendid variety of 
prismatic colours. The dark hued foliage of the 
woods, that on each side, press close upon the mar* 
gin of the river, forms a striking contrast with the 
snow-like effulgence of the falling torrent ; the hur^ 
lied motion of the flood, agitated among the rocks 
and hollows, as it forces its way towards the St 
Lawrence, and the incessant sound, occasioned by 
the cataract itself, form a combination, that strikes 
forcibly upon the senses, and amply gratifies the cu- 
riosity of the admiring spectator." 

The falls of the Cfaaudiere are, by many, consid- 
ered as superior to those of the Montmorenci; but, 
although vastly grander on account of their width, 
and the great quantity of water, they did not strike 
us, as having such peculiar beauties^ and as differ- 
ing so much from common cataracts ; that of Mont- 
morenci, is probably without a parallel in North 
America. 
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The Chaudiere is interesting, from its connexion 
with a projected road* to the United States. The 
Canadian settlements on ihe river du Loup, are 
seventy miles from the nearest American settle- 
ments on the Kennebec, and only twenty from the 
American line. A mountainous ridge intervenes — 
it is quite wild, but is intersected by numerous riv- 
ers and streams, and would, without doubt, afford 
practicable passes for roads. A mutual good un- 
derstanding between the contiguous countries, would 
soon effect the object ; indeed, Massachusetts, be- 
fore the late war, appointed commissioners for the 
purpose of making a road to the height of land : This 
will probably be effected at a future, and not very 
distant period, and will bring Quebec within a dis- 
tance of no more than two hundred miles by land, 
from Hallowel, on the Kennebec; and thence to 
the ocean, the communication is uninterrupted. 
By this road, it will be only three hundred and sev- 
enty miles to Boston. From Quebec, there is al- 
ready an excellent road for fifty miles up the Chau- 
diere, and a tolerable one to the settlements on the 
river du Loup.f 



'* It was by this route, that General Arnold's party, in 1775, pen* 
^trated to Quebec. 

t Bouchette. 
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It was eight o'clock^ and quite dark, beforei on 
oar retunii we reached the ferrj, at Fomt Levi ; the 
steam boat had stopped for the night, and no pe^ 
suasions or temptations of ours could induce the 
boatmen to put out again. Fortunately for uSf i 
party arrived soon after, who appeared to be po^ 
sons of inlSuence, befenging to Quebec, and Asj 
induced the boatmen to go ; we feD into die tru^ 
and thus ihej did us good, probably without intaiiS- 
mg it 

Our late arrival gave us the pleasure of etgojriBg 
a night view of Quebec, from a position, whei% 
otherwise we should not have seen it The finr 
lights that were visible, in the upper town, atfrvad 
merely to mark its outline. The lower town look* 
ed like the illuminated foot of a gloomy mountain. 
It was so dark, when we landed, that the dirt of 
the low6r town could not be seen, and we wound 
our way up through the steep and intricate passages, 
rendered faintly visible, by a few lamps, which shed 
just light enough to exhibit the antique fashion of 
the houses, and to render us sensible of the gloom 
of its narrow crowded streets. Mr. W rode, 

but I walked with Mr. H d, and just as wc 

passed through the perfectly dark arch of the Pres- 
cot gate, and issued into the city, a flash, like light- 
ning, illuminated the upper town, and was instantly 
followed by the thunder of the evening gun. It 
needed but little help from imagination to make us 
believe that wc were entering a fortress of the dark 
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es, and the grand flourish of martial music, which 
tmediateiy burst upon our ears, with the full swell 
d deep intonation of bugle-horns, clarionets, and 
impets, and other wind instruments, was well 
apted to increase the illusion. The imperfect 
;ht served to magnify the size of the place d'armes, 

military parade, in which we were arrived, and 
3 hastened to the opposite side of it, contiguous 

the barracks, (formerly the College of the Jesu* 
!.) Here we found the band, consisting of about 
^enty Germans, who contmued to play, for some- 
ne, and seemed as much gratified with their own 
usic as if it had possessed, for them, the charm of 
)velty. 

PLAINS OF ABRAHAM. 

I have several times had occasion to mention that 
e weather has been very fine, since we have been 

Canada. It has been particularly so since our 
rival at Quebec, and the thermometer has been 

summer heat, or even above, so that, our excur- 
sus up and down the streets of this mountainous 
ty, and over its environs, has been sometimes 
)ry fatiguing. 

On one of the fine mornings, we drove out 
rough the magnificent gate of St. Louis, to the 
ilebrated plains of Abraham, for no one would 
ave Quebec, without visiting the ground on which 
as fought the battle, that decided the f^Xe of Ct^sv* 



1 



I 



260 TOUK BETWEEN BAIlTVaitn AND ^rCBZC. 

ada, and ultimately terminated the empire of 
French in North America. 

Tljere are probably few scenes of n-arfsre, whi(•^ 
ate more intelligible tlian those in litis vicinity. It 
is very obvious, (after becoming acquainted n'i:ii 
the peculiarities of the place,) ibat any array i!i. 
is to act against Quebec, must encounter very un- 
eommou difficulties. We bave already bad occuiea 
to advert to some of tliem, wbib speaking oflM 
scenes that occurred at Montmorcnci, 

The unsuccessful terminatiou of that 
evinced, that nothing was to be hoped from any 
ditional eiTorts in tiiat quarter. The season 
already far advanced — (be expected co-opei 
from General Amherst, by the way of lake CI 
plain, and from GeneralJolmson, through lake 
tario had not been realized, and it became abaol 
ly necessary to attempt something decisive, 
season would soon compel the English to ebt 
the campaign. The camp at Montmorenci 
therefore broken up, and on ihe sixth of Se| 
ber, the troops were embarked and transported 
the river; tiiey were lauded, for a season at 
tiovt, and refreshed on the southern shore, bui 
some days, again wept on board, and were coi 
ed three leagues above the city. General Mc 
calm dispatched a corps of obsenation aftcf 
consisting of one thousand five hundred men. 
General Bougainville, but still maJntaiitef) 
irith the mtiin atmy, at Beaupori. 
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On the twelfth of September, one hour af- 
ter midnight. General Wolfe, witli his army, leav- 
ing the ships, embarked in boats, and silent!} 
dropped down with the current, intending to land a 
league above Cape Diamond, and thus to gain the 
heights of Abraham. But, owing to the rapidity of 
the current, they fell below their intended plncc, 
and disembarked at what is now called Wolfe's 
cove, a mile, or a mile and a half, above the city. 
The operation was a most critical one — they had 
to navigate in silence, down a rapid stream — to hit 
upon the right place for a landing, which in the 
dark, might be easily mistaken — the shore was 
shelving, and the bank to be ascended was steep 
and lofty, and scarcely practicable, even without 
opposition. Doubtless, it was this combination of 
circumstances, which lulled the vigilance of the 
wary and discerning Montcalm : he thought such 
an enterprise absolutely impracticable, and there- 
^fore had stationed only sentinels and picket guards 
along this precipitous shore. 

Indeed, the attempt was, in the greatest danger 
of being defeated by an occurrence, which is very 
iateresting, as marking much more emphatically, 
than dry official accounts can. do, the very great 
delicacy of the transaction. 

One of the French sentinels, posted along the shore, 
challenged the Engli:<h boats in the customary mili- 
tary language of the Fxencb, " Qui viV," who goes 
there, to which a Captain of Frazer's regiment, whfj 

23 
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had served la Ilollaiid, and was familUr wHli 
French language mid cuslonis, promjitly replied, 
Z'VoBCC." The nexl qiipsiionwas much more eirl 
rassing, for the seutinel demanded "aquelrtgimn 
" to whal regimeiii." The Captain who bappei 
to know the name of one of the regtineitts which < 
lip the river, with Bougainville, promptly rt^oii 
" de la Rcine," — " ihe Queen's." The soldier 
mediately replied, ^'jinnse," (ot lie concluded 
once, that this was a French convoy of pravi: 
which, es ihe Englistb had learned, rrom soirn 
ttorlers, was expected to pass down the river 
Quebec. The other sentinels were deceived i 
similar manner ; but, ene, less credulous tlitu 
rest, running down to the water's edge, called i 
" PourquDi 651 ce que vous De paricz plus htal 
" Why donl you speak louder .■"' The same Ci 
tain, with perfect self-command, replied, "Taj I 
Dous serons cnlendues !" " Hush, we sbaU be ov 
heard and discovered."* The senify Fntisfied « 
thi^ caution retired. The British boats tv«K 
the point of being fired inlo, by tlie Captain oft 
of their own transport ships, who, ignorant of wl 
was going on, took them for French; hut Gei 
Wolfe perceiving a commolioo on board, rc 
alongside in person, and prevented ihe firing wbi 
would have alarmed the lown, and frustrated 
enterprize. General Wolfe, aUhough greatly 
duc«d by a fever, to which n dysentery was su| 
v.p ,69. 
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added, was nevertheless the first man to leap 
ashore. The rugged precipices, full of projections 
of rocks and of trees, and shrubs growing every 
where among the cliffs, into which the bank was 
broken, presented a most forbidding appearance, 
and General Wolfe familiarly speaking to an ofBcer 
who stood by, said, " I don't believe there is any 
possibility of getting up, but you must do your en- 
deavour." There was only a narrow patli, leading 
obliquely up the hill ; this had been rendered by 
the enemy impassable, in consequence of being 
broken up by cross ditches, and there was besides 
an entrenchment at the top, defended by a Captain's 
guard.* This guard was easily dispersed, and the 
troops then pulled themselves up by taking hold of 
the boughs and stumps of the trees and of the pro- 
jections of the rocks. 

This precipice (which may be in different placesi, 
from one hundred fifty to two hundred feet high,) 
is still very rude and rugged, but probably much 
less so than in 1759 ; it can now be surmounted, 
without very great difficulty, by men who are un- 
molested. 

Wolfe staked all, upon a very hazardous adven- 
ture ; had he been discovered prematurely, through 
a spy, a deserter, or an alarmed sentry, his army 

* I was assured, by an officer of the British army, at Quebec, 
that this very French Captaio, who commanded the guard at this 
place, it still living on the river Sorcl, and more than one hun- 
dred years old. I saw, at Montreal, an old officer, who ^'as nkvvVv 
Wolfe, on this occasion; be was over four scor«. 
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would have been inevitably lost ; but having gained 
the heights, he formed his troops, and met the ene- 
my in good order. 

The plains of Abraham lie South juid West of 
Quebec, and commence the moment you leave the 
walls of the city. They are a very elevated tract 
of ground ; this must of course be the fact, as they 
Are on the summit of the heights which terminate at 
die river; they are nearly level— free from trees and 
all other obstacles, and I presume were nearly so* at 
the time of. the battle. Our military friend. Cap- 
tain , with true professional feeling, remarked, 

that it was ^^ a fine place for a batih.^^ I went to 
[he brink of the precipice, where my guide assured 
we that Wolfe and the army came up ; a foot patli, 
much trodden, leads through low bushes to the spot. 
1 presume, that five hundred men, posted on this 
odge, would have repelled the whole army. 

It was about an hour before the dawn, that die 
army began to ascend the precipice, and by day 
Hghl, they were formed and in perfect preparation. 
10 meet the enemy. 

The Marquis de Montcalm, was no sooner in- 
ibnncd, that the English troops were in possession 
of the heights of A])raham, than he prepared to 
light them, and for this purpose marched his army 
across the Charles, from his entrenchments at 
Beauport, and between nine and ten o'clock the two 
armies met, face to face. Montcalm's numbers 
were nearly the same as those of the English army, 
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but nearly half of his troops were Indians and Ca« 
nadians, while the whole of Wolfe's were disciplin- 
ed corps of the best description. The French 
General could not now, as at Montmorenci, avail 
himself of the cover of entrenchments, behind 
which undisciplined troops, especially if skilled in 
marksmanship, have often repelled the assaults of 
veterans. 

Montcalm made however the best possible dis- 
position of his troops — apportioning his regulars, in 
such distinct bodies, along the line, as to support the 
irregulars, in the most effectual manner. In front, 
among the cornfields and bushes, he placed one 
thousand five hundred df his best marksmen, prin- 
cipally Indians and Canadians, whose destructive 
fire was patiently borne by the British line,* but they 
reserved their own till the enemy, whose main 
body they perceived rapidly advancing, was within 
forty yards, when it was poured in upon the French, 
and continued with such deadly efifect, that it could 
not be withstood. The French fought bravely, but 
they were broken, and notwithstanding one or two 
efforts to make a stand, and renew the attack, they 
were so successfully pushed -by the British bayonet, 
and hewn down by the highland broad sword, that 
their discomfiture was complete. The battle was 
particularly severe on the French left, and the Eng- 
lish right. This ground is very near the St. Law- 

* The advanced gaards had exchanged shots for 9.nme hours Yip- 
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reoce, and but a liille distaD<r« in front of ibe cttadi 
and all the events Uiai passed there, must have b< 
(lUtimMly seen by those on the walls of Quebec, 
must have be«n a most interesting specUcle, and 
can easily enter into the feettnfs of the Aincrii 
French, nbo vieweil their countrj' and llieir cil 
and their firesides, and homes, as invoiced in 
issue of this battle. With what emotions tb^n, ml 
ihey have seen tbeir defenders, not Oidy falling 
itie ranks, but driven by the furious onsft of 
enemy to the walls of the city, where they 
nlaugfaiered by the bayonet and broad sword, oirtbe 
Terj- glacis, and in the ditches, immedtaloly uader 
their eyes. About one thousand of ihe Frendi 
were killed and wounded, and more ihan half that 
number of the English, and it is thought that the 
French army would have been totally destroyed, if 
the city had not opened its gates, to receive a jnTf, 
and if another part bad not taken refuge in tli« works 
over the St. Cbaxles. 

Montcalm was on the French left, and Wolfe 
fhe English right, and here they both fell 
oritical moment that decided the victory. Wolfe, 
early in the action, received a bullet in bis nriat, but 
he bound il around wiili bis handkerchief, and c 
linued to encourage his troops : soon after, anot 
ball penctmted his groin, but this wound, althoi 
much more severe, be concealed, and persevi 
fill a tliird bullet pierced his breast. It was w 
!Ati?iomcDl, tbathe Euhmiued 10 b£. 
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the rear of the Une : he was no longer able to stand, 
and leaned his head upon the shoulder of a lieuten- 
ant who sat down for that purpose— when being 
aroused by the " distant sound of they fly — they 
fly," he eagerly asked, " who fly?" and being told 
it was the French, he replied, then " I die happy." 
He asked to be sustained on his feet, that he might 
once more behold the field, but his eyes were al- 
ready swimming in death, his vision was gone, and 
he expired on the spot. This death has furnished 
a grand and pathetic subject for the painter, the 
poet, and the historian, and undoubtedly (consider- 
ed as a specimen of mere military glory,) it is one of 
the most sublime that the annals of war afford. 
From my earliest childhood, I had ardently wished 
to see the plains of Abraham, and to stand on the 
place where Wolfe expired. To-day I enjoyed that 
pensive satisfaction, and easily passed in imagina- 
tion from the quiet and security in which we saw 
these beautiful plains, to the tremendous collision of 
ten thousand men in arms. 

A round stone. of red granite, four or five feet, by 
two or three in diameter — not a fixed rock, but a 
loose stone, marks the spot where Wolfe expired 
in the moment of victory. This steUe was placed 
here thirty* years after the battle — and is one of the, 
four stones arranged in a meridian line by the sur- 
veyor general of Canada, in 1790, for the purpose 
of adjusting the instruments used in the public sur- 

* fioucbette. 
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leys of land. This stone has beea so idu 
rounded, by bariog portioiia detacheil by visile 
tJiai it Was with ihe iilmoai difficulty, I could kno 
off a small piece as relic. Fortunalely the i 
stone is loo large to be carried anray and h canoot 
broken to pieces except by ^iin powder. 

A fine monument to Lord Nelson, gnees I 
market place in Montreal — but ihero is no mo 
menl lo Wolfe, even on the spot nUorc he fell. 

When J expressed to an English officer, my s 
prise, at this omission, be reminded ine, (nrbst. 
deed might have been very obvious npoiwa UiUq] 
decUon,) thai the feelings of a French popiilati 
fvcre not to be forgotten, .tnd, iliat such a moi 
Qient might be offensive to them.* 

The victorious hero has ungrossed tJie plnudita 
ihe world, hut Montcalm deserved as much c 
mendation as Wolfe. Except tbe massacre at F< 
William Henry, (which, however, it is said lie A 
erted himself, although unsuccessfully, to prevea 
I know of no other imputation on his memory ; i 
m talent, military skill, and personal courage, i 
devotion to his king and countiy, he was in no i 
inferior to his rival. He survived long eoougli 
write a letter, with bis own hand, to the En^ 

• * Nearly opposite to mii' lodging) in St. John-slrcel, it ibt a 
monument to Wolfe, whiuh we aaw Id Quebec, ll h • ftotv 
!, of wood, hnndsomelf carved, »ad aboul u larj* w li 
llie mililary coalDiae of Ibal day, anil a mIiI lo be ■ p 
I likenoas of Wolfe. 1l etRndi io a nlohe, in ihe angle of ■ bol 
ir ibap; and etjMwed lo lUe weaiher. 
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General, recommending the French prisoners to 
his humanity, and, when informed that bis wound 
was mortal, he expressed great satisfaction that he 
should not live to see the fall of Quebec, which ca- 
pitulated five days after. Montcalm's second in 
command. General Senezergus, also died of his 
wounds. 

Had Montcalm succeeded in preserving Canada 
from conquest, and, bad Quebec been successfully 
defended by his valour, his fame would have been 
extolled, a^iuch as that of W^e now is. 

This victory was, in its ijlnsequences, of im- 
mense importance. It eventually termmated a long 
course of bloody wars ; it gave permanent peace 
and security to the English colonies, rescued their 
vast frontier from all the horrors of savage warfare, 
and even contributed largely to the general pacifi- 
aation of Europe. It is one of the great epochs of 
American history. The French dominion in Amer- 
ica, utterly incompatible with the repose or safety 
ef the English settlements, and, after enduring one 
hundred and fifty years, was soon to be finally ter- 
minated. Thus a providence, probably at the 
time, unseen and unobserved, by any of the parties, 
was preparing the way for American independence* 

No American can, therefore, contemplate with * 
indifference, the spot where Wolfe fell, and so much 
gallant blood was spilt» 

The French had still a powerful army, and some 
naval force above the city, and, in \\\^ ^iiws\^ 



r 



HIQ TOUR BKTWKCN IIIBTIOBD »NB QfEBEC. 

spring, Monsieur L«vi approaclied it -from Mo 
rea], for the purpose of recovering ii from ibc Ei 
iish. General Murray, wbo commandeil in Qi 
bee, marched out to meet him, and, on the 2dth 
April, 1760, a bloody battle occurred, three ni 
above the ciiy, at Siilery ; the Englisli army, \ 
mtich inferior in numbers, to the French, was 
verely defeated, with the loss of one ifaousand mi 
and die French, it is said, suffered still more. T 
English retreated into Quebec, to which iheFrei 
now laid siege, and^cry possibly, wou^ bare 
duced it, but for ihS^Hval of an English squodr 
ivith reinforcements, when they abandoned 
siege, and retired up tlie river. 

How targe a portion of llie history of mod 
Europe is occupied by llie wars of England ) 
France ! What rivers of each others blood, *»v 
as of the blood of other nations, have not these ri 
empires shed ! Heroic, enlightened, refined, tea 
ed, enterprising, both claiming the name of chi 
tian; had their eSbrts been equally directed 
promote the welfare of their own respective don 
ions, of each other, and of the world, by culdi 
the arts of peace, and the virtues of civil life, wl 
good might ihey not have done! But, Ifke fei 
cious beasts of prey, they have hunted each oti 
out of every niche and corner of the globe; en 
colony, every tillle cluster of iradwrs, or of *^io 
ruralists — every wandering bark, if beloagiog lo I 
riral power, has bceu exposed to iliese cruel i 
:iiJ[5. 
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In which quarter of the world, on what ocean or 
sea, in what country, on what island, or on what 
coast, of remotest India or America, have they not 
opened each otiiers veins, till the earth cries out up- 
on them, for blood unrighteously shed ! 

FORTIFICATIONS OF QUFBEG. 

The strongest town in America, and one of the 
strongest in the world, demands a brief notice in 
this respect, although it will be such, as one unskil- 
led in militflry affairs, can give. 

It is quite obvious, from what has been said, that 
Quebec is possessed of great natural advantages. 
The lofty perpendicular precipices of naked rock, 
which, on the south and east, seperate a great part 
of the lower town from the upper, constitute, in 
themselves, on those sides, an insurmountable barrier; 
the river Charles, with its shallow waters, and low 
flats, of sand and mud, drained almost dry, by the 
retiring of the tide, forms an insuperable impedi- 
ment to the erection of commanding works, or to 
the location of- ships on the east and north, not to 
mention that all this ground is perfectly commanded| 
by the guns from the upper town. The only vul- 
nerable point is on the west and south, from the 
plains of Abraham. Cape Diamond, the highest 
point of the town, it is true, is rather more elevated 
than any part of the plains,* but the highest ground 

* Ooly ten or fifie«a fjeet. Bou«bette. 
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on the plains of Abraham, (the place which is called 
Ferguson's house,) " commands most of the works 
on this side of tlie town ;" besides, there is no bar- 
rier of rock, no river, ravine, marsh, or other natu- 
ral obstacle, to hinder an approach upon this side; 
this is the vulnerable side of Quebec, and here, 
therefore, it is fortified with the most anxious care. 

*' The distance across the peninsula, from one riv- 
er to the other, in front of the line of fortification, is 
one thousand eight hundred thirty-seven yards,"* or 
very nearly one mile — the circuit witliin the walls, 
is two miles and three quarters — immediately with- 
out, it is probably three miles, and the average di- 
ameter is one thousand five hundred yards, or very 
nearly six-sevenths of a mile. 

A complete wall of massy stone, hewn, and laid 
•jj) with elegance, as well as strength, completely 
encircles the town, and is furnished with strong 
massy arches and gates, and with deep ditches. 

It reminded me, much more than any thing that 
I have seen, either in England, or in my own coun- 
try, of the strong places of the Netherlands, particu- 
larly of Breda and of Bergen op Zoom. 

The walls of Quebec vary much, in dlfFereut 
parts, in height and thickness. Every where, how- 
4»ver, they are high enough to render escalade very 
difficult, and a breach almost hopeless. . In the 
strongest parts, next to the plains of Abraham, they 
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ippeared to me forty or fifty feet thick, and equally 
iigh. Even the lofty precipices of naked rock, are 
mrmounted with a stone wall, and with cannon, and 
ihe highest points are crowned with towers, and dis- 
tinct batteries. In general, the curtains of the wall 
are looped for musketry, and projecting bastions 
present their artillery towards the assailants, in every 
direction, and, of course, so as to rake the ditches. 
A. military man at Quebec, remarked to me, that, in 
storming a place, they preferred attacking the batte* 
y or bastion, rather than the curtain, because the 
IT0S3 fire cuts down so many in the ditches. 

When we visited the plains of Abraham, we drove 
>ut and in by the gate St. Louis, where the wall ap- 
peared to be fifty feet thick, and nearly as high ; 
his was the judgment we formed, without inquiry — 
t need not say, without measurement.* A deep 
litch succeeds, and then there is an exterior, but 
ower wall, and another ditch, both of which must 
>e scaled, before the main wall can be approach- 
id. A storming party would be dreadfully ex- 
posed, while mounting this exterior wall. The 
ivenue to the gate, is bounded on both sides, by a 
ligh wall, and makes several turns, in zig zag. At 
ivery turn, cannon point directly, at the approach- 
58; and generally, down every ditch, and in every 
>ossible direction, where the walls can be approach- 
jd, great guns are ready to cut down the assailants. 

* We were afterwards informed by a British officer, that actaal 
aeasurement gave tbis resuH. 

24 
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J have several times remarked, diat the proi 
lory of rock, which cotistitutes the loftiest poii 
Oie upper town, is called Cape DiamoDd, and 
upon this, is erected the famous citadel of Queb<'i 
This is not, a^i one might suppose, a building, or cat- 
tle, covereil uhh a roof; it is open to the heavpsf^, 
aud differs IVoni the rest of the works, only in baag 
more elcvaied, stronger, and llierefore more 
raanding. 

The highest part of the citadel, is Brock' 
ty, whioii is a mound, artificially raised, higher 
every lliiiig else, and mounted with cannon, poial 
towards the plains of Abraham. It was named 
General Brock, who fell ai Queenstown, and 
erected durmg the late war, about liie bme 
Montreal was threatened, by Generals Wil 
and Hampton. This conimands every part of 
works on iliat side, and is intended, I presunw, 
sides the ^F»erii^ objects of defence, lu opcnl 
the last resort, jin an enemy who may scale nil 
otiier walls. The citadel is forbidden ground, 
by rule, no person, not belonging to the rai&uuTi 
the supreme government, is admitted into it. 

By special favor, however, we enjoyed (his giaii 
ficalion ; the sentry, at first, refused to let us 
though under patronage, which commaaded bie 
spect, burnt length, with much reluctance, he 

ed. 

This course of conduct is usual in such ]>li 
be judicioaa hetg, M. 
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id troublesome visits, but it appears very unneces- 
iry in a military point of view, for, the more the 
rengtb of the citadel is made known, the less dis- 
Dsed, I am persuaded, will any enemy be to attack 
Commodore Bainbridge, during his recent vis- 
here, (I understand,) was freely shewn the citadel, 
id every part of the fortifications ; and I heard a 
ritish officer say, that, in his view, it was quite ri- 
iculous to pursue any other course, abd to pretend 
I any secrecy about the thing. Still, however, I 
ippose the officers have orders from their superiors, 
ot to introduce persons here, for the day after we had 
i$en in the citadel, I was with two British military 
len, of considerable personal and official influence, 
ad, while they were shewing me some apartments, 
Dntiguous to the citadel, I hinted a wish to see it, 

it could be permitted, but was answered politely^ 
[though decidedly^ that it could not. I did not tell 
lem that I had already seen it. 

Every other part of the fortifications may be free* 
r visited by every body, but, on the side next to 
le St. Charles river, ahe sentry refused to permit 
le to approach the embrasure ; I wished to see how 
igh the wall was at that place. 
From the citadel, the view of the river, of the town, 
ad of the surrounding country, is, of course, extreme- 
r grand and beautiful, but, in this instance, the rapid 
d vance of evening, rendered the distant objects indis- 
nct. We were, however, very forcibly struck with the 
)rmidable preparations, which seem on all s\d^^^ 



f 

I 



276 TOfR BETWKKK HAl 



ORD AND <ireBEC. 



lo render an attack upon the place a hopeless enl 
prise. Within the walls, are numerous magazii 
furnished with every implement and prepani 
and more or less proof against the variou! 
of war. Piles of cnnnon baHs are every wherej 
be seen, and, I presume there are some hundreds 
heavy t-ancion mounled on the walU, and iu the 
rious defences. About forty acres of |;round, wi 
io Cape Diamond, are reserved for military ivorts.* 

Beyond the walls, on tlie phiins of Aliruhain, ar« 
the four Martello towns, already mentioned 
are Solidly construeied of stone, and appenr to 
forty feet high, and, at the hase, have prtibabl| 
diameter not much inferior ; as they have 
on their lops, they, of course, sweep itie wi 
plnin, and edeclually command it; the pat 
ohject of their cooslruction, was to prevent ui 
my from occupying the high ground, on the 
of Abrahsni. Tliese towers are very strong, 
the side farthest from tiie town, and weaker oo 
side next lo it, thai ihey may be haltered (root 
should an enemy obtain possession of tlicm. 

Oo the whole, as lona; as ihe river is in posses»i'''i 
ofthosc who defend the lown.andasloii^Rsihelattr 
is suffirienlly furnished with men, and other 
necessary to render its forliftcalioDs efGcieni, 
appears little hope of taking ii n( all, nni) 
Dot witliout such an expense of blood, a* it ii ' 
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An officer of the garrison informed us, that it 
took him one hour and sT half, merely to visit all the 
sentinels on duty, upon the various stations on the 
walls ; this appears to evince, that the walls cannot 
be much less than three miles in circuit ; and the 
same military man gave it as his opinion, that it 
would require at least ten thousand men for a com- 
petent garrison. 

The cold is so intense in the winter nights, par- 
ticularly on Cape Diamond, that the seittinels can- 
not stand it more than one hour, and are relieved at 
the expiration of that time. 

It is in vain to attempt to conceal, that the Cana- 
dians, and the government, in their various defen- 
ces, (aqd it is said that still more expensive works 
are in contemplation,*) have reference to danger 
from only one source. 

It is to be hoped that the attempt to take Quebec 
by force, will never again be made, for, if it has al- 
ready cost so much blood, with defences compara- 
tively weak, what would it not cost now ff 

* We are recently informed, by the newspapers, tbat these new 
works are going on very rapidly. Jaly? 1820. 

i Going into a book-store in Quebec, 1 observed in 6ne of the 
Gazettes of the city, a paragrapli, copied from a recent American 
paper, to this effect, tbat, if it should be ever desirable to take Que- 
bec, it could, at any time, be easily done, in two months, bX the point 
Bfthe bayonet. Surely snch a remark is indecent, whh respect to a 
people, with whom we are now in amity ; and, to any one who 
has ever seen Quebec, it appears superlatively ridiculous, and on- 
ly eiposes us to contempt ; an effort to take the inoon ai iht 
point of the bayonet, would be almost equally rational. 

HA « 
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GEOLOGICAL REMARKS. 

The limited opportunities which 1 have enjoy« 
of examioing the geology of this vicinity, have li 
rather to i^lated, thao to coDnftcieil observation 
It has not been in my power to ascertain tbc bei 
ing and relations of these facts, and tiirs I regret d 
more, as it is probable that interesting results woiiM 
be obtained, by a more exleodcd and councctcd 
survey. 

In speaking of the mouth of the Chaudiere rivtf. 
I have already observed, thai greywaclce forms tin- 
cliffs on the eastern side. It has never before fallen j 
to my lot, to observe tliis rock on so greul a scale. I 
It occurs in a schistose form, at tlie falls of ilie I 
Chandiere, and conslitmcs the principal part of ih^ 
barrier, over which ilie torrent is precipitated. 

On the road from Point Levi to the Chaudieri' 
river, and for several miles before we arrive nl Uie 
latter, vast ledges of common greywackc, rise abore I 
\he surface of the ground, and form a continaaJ J. 
chain of rocks, of a very peculiar phyBiotj^oiny, n^BJ 
very different from those rocks, niili which 1 haisfl 
been most familiar. -This greywacke is of a nxtfff 
indiibilable character, and varies from coarse to fitM I 
grained ; in the coarsest kind, the individual pn* I 
tions are not larger than peas, and I have observed 
a very fine grained kind, with which th4?y pave som' 
of the streets in Quebec ; lis grain b so small, U to 
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be almost imperceptible. I did not learu whence 
it is brought. 

. At Point Levi, the road up the precipice, from 
the river's edge, is cut with much labour, through 
cliffs of slate, very highly inclined — much contort- 
ed, and containing imbedded limestone, which ap- 
peared to me like that of the transition class; but 
my examination was very hasty and slight. 

It is very- probable that this formation extends 
under the bed of the river, and substantially ap- 
pears again in the precipices of Quebec, which I 
found an opportunity to examine with some atten- 
tion. 

The name of- Cape Diamond, is derived from 
the fact, that what the common people every where 
call diamonds, or, in other words rock crystals are 
found in this rock and at its foot. 

I walked around these precipices, with my ham- 
mer in my hand, and observed the crystals in their 
places ; they occur in veins, in argillite or slate, 
along with'crystalized carbonat of lime. I passed 
through the Hope gate, on the north east, and de- 
scended the oblique road, which leads to the lower 
town ; this street is, in a manner, cut out of the 
rocky strata, and I had very good opportunities 
to observe them; I continued my examination 
around at the foot of the precipices beyond Cape 
Diamond, and almost to the plains of Abraham. 

The fortifica^ons of Quebec, stand principal- 
ly upof), and are composed chiefly of slate rock 
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and of the fetid hRiestoae ; the slate is bi{;fa« 
ly iiiclioed, and b sometimes rciuurkabl^ Iwtv4 
ted and irregular in its arrangement ; llii; colour t 
dark — almost black, and it is often fvtid wbel 
struck. This is explained by its association will 
compact fetid limestone, ivliicb abounds in man] 
parts of these ledges, and ts replete with veins 
wliile or siiglitly coloured calcareous spar — soiutu 
limes tibroiis in its stnicture and sometimes d 
ly crystulized. f observed the same rocks BppeaP^ 
ing in itie upper tonn, in various places, and espi 
cially where they tvere cuttiog a drain ncsr til 
prison. Dr. Wn^hi, tlie Inspector General i 
Hospitals at Quebec, was kind enough to shew n 
a collection, which he is forming, of the rocks u 
tninersis of the country, and amon^ them verel 
good many specimens from Upper Canada. I ti 
much gratified to see such a beginning in Qnebi 
and from the zeni and inlelligence of Dr. Wrigb 
and of Dr. Bigsby* of the same depariment- 
we not hope that we shall become much more ca 
tensively informed than now, as to the mtnerali^ 
and geology of the Canadas .' 

Tlie very highly inclined position, sometime! tl 
most vertical, and the cnnlorted structure of iM 
slalo of Quebec — witli the abundance of perfrcilf- 
limpid quartz crystals, occasionslly an inch IB 
length, that are sprinkled between the layers of 

"Tliiaaiimnicracliiig wilh ihf fommiwiotiffrs of 
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slate, giving it often an elegant appearance, seem to 
forbid our regarding it as secorjdary, notwithstand- 
ing its association with the black, compact, fetid 
limestone, and its being itself (occasionally at least) 
fetid, on percussion. I am told, that both the slate 
and the limestone, as well as strata of wacke, (grejr- 
wacke ?) are subordinate to gneiss mountains, which 
i*un east south-east, and east north-east, dipping 
southerly at a very elevated angle. On the whole, 
as the slate is the prevailing rock and as the region 
on the other side of the Sl Lawrence, is decidedly 
a transition formation, I am inclined to refer the 
rock of Quebec to the same class. The crystals 
of quartz were formeriy more abundant, and proba- 
bly, more beautiful, than at present 

I found numbers however, that were not only 
transparent and beautiful, but crystalized all around. 
As I was hammering upon a rock, to which I had 
climbed, so far up one of the precipices, that I wa)^ 
above the chimnies of the houses, in the contiguous 
parts of the lower town, a man came running out, 
and with a French accent, and much vehement ges- 
ture and expostulation, conjured me to desist, un- 
less I meant to bury him and his house in ruins, by 
causing the rocks to fall. I saw no danger, as the 
rocks appeared tolerably firm, but of course desist- 
ed, and came down. Indeed, so large a number of 
the houses in the lower town are built against the 
foot of the precipice, or very near it, that the rocks 
look as if they might at any time fall and crush 
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Aem ; il would seem as if ihey musi of course Ap 
to, should any of Ihein give way. We were in- 
fornietl that a great mass fell, recently, and niiicli 
itndsngered many houses, buthiippily missed them; 
'One house is said to have been crushed last winter, 
but I did not hear that any life was lost. 

I examined the rocks on the plains of Abraham, 
and particularly near where General Wolfe dicri, 
for there was an open quarry at that place ; Uttj 
were slate of the same description witli the pn-ci- 
pices, at Cape Diamond, and I observed no whet 
on the plains, and none in the rocks of the toWB, 
but slate and the fetid hmcstone; the<« two Eton« 
ore almost exchisively employed in building, aod 
(he walls, as already observed, are coostrurled prin- 
eipally of them. 

DEATH OF GENERAL MONTQOMERT. 

Every American, on visiting Quebec, of couiK, 
inquires for tbe place, where Montgomery and luf 
associates fell. Tfab question I proposed many 
times, without being able to obtain a satisfactory ao- 
^er, till, in mj mioeralogical visit to the lower 
town, in which I knew that tbe event occurred, I 
repeated my inquiries, till I ascertained tbe street, 
which, as described by historians, passes at the 
foot of Cape Diamond. 

Many persons in Quebec, know little or nothing 
of tbe event, and many jnore feel no interest id tbe 
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topic. I inquired in vain, at several houses and 
shops, within a few hundred yards of the place, till 
at last, I was so happy as to find an individual, who 
appeared to he perfectly acquainted with the whole 
transaction, and from the precision and distinctness of 
his story, and the clear views he had of the ground, 
and of the event, I have no doubt that his informa- 
tion, as to the place, was correct. He was confident 
that he shewed me the exact spot where the barrier 
stood, from which the fatal shot was fired, and the 
precise place where Montgomery and his companions 
were cut down. The place is immediately under Cape 
Diamond, and was, at that time, as it is now, a very 
narrow pass, between the foot of the impending pre- 
cipice, and the shore ; vessels then were moored t* 
rings fixed in the rock, some of which rings still re- 
main, although wharves have been since constructed 
at the water's edge now there is a road just wide 
enough for a cart ; it has been cut out of the solid 
rock. The American camp was on the plains of 
Abraham. Four points of attack were agreed on — 
two feints against the walls of the upper town, one 
at St. John's gate, and the other near the citadel, 
while two real assaults, were to be directed against 
two other points, both in the lower town, but situ- 
ated on opposite sides. 

General Arnold led a party from the plains of 
Abraham, around by the river Charles, and assault- 
ed the lower town on that side. In the mean time. 
General Montgomery, approached under Ca^e 
Diamond. 
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The pass at llie fool of Cape Diamond, K^l 
probably, then much nnrrower and more diflica^ 
thaa at present. The nitempt vras made Hi firr 
o'clock, on the morning of Dec, 3|, 1775, in I'n 
midst of a Canadian winter, and of a violent snow 
storm, and. of darkness. The path, narrow and d 
ficult at best, was then so much obstructed by ent 
moiifl masses of tee, piled on each other, 
to render ihe way almost impassable.* Moi 
gomery's party were therefore obliged to procet 
in a narrow file, till they reached a picfcened hl« 
hoVtse, which formed ilie first barrier. The GenJ 
ral assisted wJlh his own hands, in cutting doi| 
and removing the pickets, and the Canadian guui 
stationed for its defence, having thrown away lb( 
arms, tied, after a harmless random fire, 
next barrier was much more formidable ; it iTa^ * 
sMiall battery, whose cannon were loaded with f^rapo 
shot, and as General Montgomeiy, with Captain 
Cheesman and Macphcrson, the latter of whom « 
his aid, and others of the bravest of his party, i 
pressing forward towards this barrier— « 
charge of grope shot killed the General, and roosti 
those near his person, and terminated the aDsanltf 
tliatsideof the town. Il is said that this : 
harrier had also been ahanJoued, but tliat o 
two persons reluming to it, seized a slow toatd 
and applied it to the gun, when the advauciog p 
ly wore not more than forty yards from it. 
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>ccurrence has been sometimes differently related. 
$ome American gentlemen who were at Quebec 
ibout sixteen years since, saw a man, who asserted 
hat he was the person who touched off the cannon, 
md what is very remarkable, he was a New-Eng- 
lander. He related, that the barrier was abandon- • 
ed, and the party who had been stationed at it, 
were in full flight ; but as it occurred to him, that 
there was a loaded cannon, he turned, and discharg- 
ed it at random, and then ran. This anecdote I 
had from one of the gentlemen who conversed with 
this man. 

That there%as some such occurrence, appears 
probable, and the following circumstances, having a 
similar bearing, were related to me by the person 
who shewed me this fatal ground. The spot may 
be known at the present moment, by its being some- 
what farther up the river, than the naval depot, wherjl 
great numbers of heavy cannon are now lying. 
The battery stood on the first gentle declivity, be- 
yond this pile of cannon, and the deaths happened 
on the level ground, about forty yards still farther on. 
My informant stated, that the people in the block 
bouse, as he called it, loaded their cannon over 
night, and retired to rest. It so happened, (and it 
was perfectly accidental) that a Captain of a vessel 
in the port^ Jodged- in the block house that night; 
He was an intemperate man, half delirious evea 
when most sober, and never minded any one, or 
was much listened to by others. Early on the fatal 

25 
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norning, befofe it was light, he tmsUagtif tU of t 
suddn— ^'they are coming, I s r ibej m 
eofliU^I** no one regarded him, but he got die mm 
rods, which they wieA to touch off the camioii, 
heated them, and fired the |neces. 

Immediately, rockets were seen to Sfy into die 
air, which were signak to the party of ArmM, dut 
all was lost. When light returned. General Moot- 
gomery, his aids, and many others, in the irMt^ 
twenty-seven, (as he stated,) were found eidier 
dead or grievously wounded. 

Thus, I have had the melancholy satisftctkm of 
seeing both where Wolfe and McAgomeiy UL 
Had the latter succeeded, his enterprise would have 
been regarded as more gallant than even that of 
Wolfe. 

Probably the situation of the defences was Tery 
tlifFcrebt then from what it is now ; at present, such 
an attempt would be perfectly desperate, and could 
deserve no name but rashness. 

The memory of the transaction appears, in a great 
measure, to have passed by, at Quebec, and i can 
even conceive that in twenty years more, it may 
be difficult to have the place, accarately desig* 
nated. It would be easy now, with permission of 
the government, to have an inscription, cut upon 
the neighbouring precipice of rock, which is not 
six feet from the place, and I presume, were the 
request properly preferred, no objection would be 
made.. 
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" All enmity to Montgomery expired with his * 
ife, and the respect to his private character pre* 
mailed over all other considerations ; his dea4 body 
eceived every possible mark of distinction from 
he victors^ and was interred in Quebec, with all the 

military honours due to a brave soldier." " The 

uost powerful speakers in the British Parliament, 
Jispiayed their eloquence in praising his virtues and 
lamenting his fate. A great orator and veteran fel- 
low soldier of his, in the late war, shed abundance 
of tears, whilst he expatiated on their past friend- 
ship and participation of service in that season of 
enterprise and glory. Even the minister extolled 
his virtues."* 

During our visit to the citadel, the place of his 
interment was pointed out to us. His bones (as is 
well known) were recently transferred to New- 
Tork, more than forty years after their original in- 
terment, and now lie buried, contiguous to the tnonr 
umeni, erected by Congress, in front of St. Paul'fi 

Church. 

« 

GENERAL ARNOLDS PARTY. 

In the existing accounts of the attack made by 
General Arnold's division, it is not easy for a person 
who is unacquainted with Quebec, to understand, 
precisely where the scene of operations lies, nor 
how there was to be a co-operation with General 
Montgomery. Perhaps the following remarks may 

* Annual Register, for 1776. 




luve a tendsnejF to t«n^ tfni 

jud especially to thon who mujmA bt hfiiMi 

tioQ okLtlie spot. • .., . 

General Amold's party ooteietf dumi^ ffae Mboib 
ofSL Rocb, which liflsontheriTerScCfaariniHoitk 
west of Quebec, without tfa» walla, and ia an appe»> 
dage of the lower tows. Banng been oUiged Is 
abandon the only canngo which they bad, tb^ puK 
ed, through the street St. Bocb, which leads in ■ 
south west direction, towards the wall, and tfaca 
turoiog to the left, by the Intendant's Palace^ pro- 
ceeded on, towards the St. fjawrence, pira&el to 
the city wall, and at a small distance from it. Here 
it was, that during a march of nearly half a mile, 
the party, with very little injury, sustained tin 
fire on their right dank, from the walls. Wiih> 
out regarding this heavy fire, they pressed oi 
towards the enemy's first barrier, which was bi 
the street called Saint des Malelots.* This street 
commences in tlie lower town on tlie St. Law 
rence, a few hundred yards from the pasuge 
Mp mountain street ; passing down that street, sod 
turning to llie left or north, we come to that of tlie 
Matclots, (or sailors, this being ilie part of the 
town which they frequent) this street runs in i 
strait direction, for some way, and then turns sud- 
denly, by a very narrow path, only twelve feel 
wide, and cut out of the rock, around that angle of 

" Sec Colonel Bouchelte's plan sf Quebec, In liii lo|rtEr«pWr«l 
nap o{ I.OWCF C«n«da. 
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the precipice, and of the grand battery, which looks 
down the bay of Quebec ; it then proceeds west 
without turning. At the time of the attack, this 
passage, ground the foot of the precipice, was 
exceedingly narrow, and much obstructed by 
cakes of ice. Coming from the suburb of St. 
Roch, the first barrier occurred, before arriving at 
the angle of the street, and of the precipice ; the 
second after passing it. Arnold being severely 
wounded, in the approach to the first barrier, it was 
stormed and carried, by Captain Morgan of the 
Virginia riflemen, although it was defended by two 
twelve pounders, loaded with grape shot ; one of 
these pieces was discharged, but killed only a single 
man, and before the second was fired, the barrier was 
passed, by scaHng ladders, and its defenders fled. It 
was still dark — a violent snow storm prevailed, and 
Morgan and the other officers^ being ignorant of the 
streets and of their defences, did not attempt the oth- 
er barrier, till the day dawned. They then turned the 
angle of the street, which brought them in front of the 
St. Larwrence and of the next barrier, which last was 
entirely invisible till they had made this turn, when, 
they were instantly exposed to a tremendous fire of , 
musketry from tlie barrier, and from the houses on 
both sides of the street ; a few of the bravest mount- 
ed the barrier with ladders, but saw on the other 
side, double rows of soldiers, with their guns fixed 
on the ground, and presenting nothing but points of 
bayonets to receive them, should they leap to the 

25 * 
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bj • ptttf 0f tim kmdred bm^- vho^ iriih nrail 
field piac«i» iwe i ftom tiM- pdMe ptta^ ia dm 
feMTj nd tboi diejr were conpbldf foi^piiBded— > 
Ae uneooqiMffed iMni^ ww in fconi Iha citf wiD 
asd preci pi ce oo one ade, end die Sc Lsumaee 
and St Chariei oo die odicr. 

It was a moft darii^ attidc 

I pataed several dines diroui^die atmetoftbe 
If atdots, and wonder diat any of ibe par^ ahoeld 
lunre escaped deadiL 

We can now nnderstand, how die par^ of Moal* 
gomerjr and diat et Arodd, woold, if sutcessfnl, 
faare co-operated. At the. time of their lepohii 
tbej were making direcdy towarde-one aaodier, ani 
but for that erent, would haire met in aoantaia 
street, and probably have attempted the Pres> 
cot gate in concert; or possibly, being in pot- 
session of tbe lower town, they might hare assail- 
ed tlie Palace gate which Arnold had passed, 
after leaving the suburb of St. Roch. At pres- 
ent, either of these attempts would appear prepos- 
terous, and it would seem that they could scarcely 
have proved succesful then, unless the enemy had 
been taken by surprise. Judge Marshall's inter* 
esting account* of this assault will be perfectly in- 
telligible, if it be remembered that the scenes of 
both tragedies are in tbe lower town, and the catas- 
trophes of both in front of the precipice, bordering 
en tbe St. Lawrence. Montgomery fell on the ei^ 

* Ufe of Washington, Vol. ii, p. 333 
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treme left, as represented in the vignette — the 
repulse of Arnold's division was on the extreme right, 
and none of either party entered the upper town, 
till Arnold's tfoops, having, (after they were sur- 
rounded, and all hope of escape was at an end,) 
fought for three hours, finally surrendered. Rarely 
has more personal bravery been displayed, than iA 
this transaction^ 

CASTLE OF ST. LOUIS AND THE LATE DUKE OF 

RICHMOND. 

The situation, and dimensions of this building, 
have been already mentioned, (page 212.) On its 
scite, and on the contiguous ground, the French 
had a fortress, called St. Louis ; it covered four 
acres, and formed nearly a parallelogram. The 
present castle is a part of the curtain, connecting 
two of the bastions of the fort, or, at least, it is 
in the same place, for, I am not certain that it has 
not been rebuilt, since the destruction of the ancient 
fortress. 

This castle had been suffered to go to decay, 
but, in 1808, seven thousand ppunds were voted for 
its repair and embellishment, and an additional sum 
at a subsequent period. Sir James Craig first oc- 
cupied it, after this resuscitation. 

The entire establishment forms a square, of which 
the present castle is the front, and the other parts 
are occupied by public offices, ball rooms, &c. and 
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there are sta]de% e goard-hooee^ tnd a liAi^ locmi, 
besides exteDsiT»*gardemk* 

Without iiitroductioii, we w&aitor the eettk of St 
Louis, and, as strangersi preferred jMir request to 
see the interior. The sentinel, and the servants, 
gare ud a ready admission. We irere ■ eirSy eon- 
ducted through its Tarious apartments. They are 
numerous, but generally pkin ; some are large and 
handsome, but they are inferior, in elegance, to the 
rooms in many prirate houses. Tl^ fiimitore, with 
some exceptions, is (ar from being splendid. Some 
articles are rich, but many are hardly worthy of the 
distinguished place which they occupy. 

Among the curiosities of the place, is a femoos 
round table, or rather half of a round Uble, with a 
circular place cut in the middle. This, it seems, is 
occupied by the host, when he drinks wine with 
his friends, who are arranged around him. That 
there may be no impediment to conviviality, not 
even the usual trouble of circulating the bottle, 
there is an ingenious machine of brass, shaped 
a little like a sextant, which can, at pleasure, be 
attached to the table, or removed ; the center 
embraces a pivot, on which it moves, and the peri- 
phery of the circle, sustains the bottle ; the ma- 
chine revolves in the plane of a horizontal circle, 
in other words, on the circular table ; this is effected 
merely by touching a spring ; the contrivance is cer- 
tainly as important as it is original. 

* Boacbctte. 
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I am not certain, however, to whom the honor of 
the invention belongs, for we were assuredin the 
castle, that the furniture descends, not as public, 
but as private property, and is paid for by each -suc- 
cessive governor. This, (if correctly stated,) does 
not correspond with the usual munificence and dig- 
nity of the British government. 

The duke of Richmond, the late Governor-Gene- 
ral of the Canadas, is stated not to have been rich ; 
indeed, in Canada, the remark is made on all hands, 
that he was poor. Still, we were repeatedly assured, 
that the duke's plate, which was lately sent back to 
England, was insured at forty thousand pounds, a 
snug fortune in itself, for a private man, if not for a 
nobleman. 

We were introduced into the duke's private study 
and library ; the latter was not extensive, although 
the books were good ; we saw also his bed room 
and bed, and, in short, all the apartments of the 
family. 

We asked for some personal relic of the duke, 
and they presented to us a thermometrical register, 
kept by him, during the first seven months* of the 
present year, and the first half of August, ending 
with the time, (I presume,) when he set forward on 
the journey, during which he died. The register is 
said to be in his own hand Avriting. As it is not of- 
ten that we obtain a document respecting Canadian 
temperature, and, as this is interesting, on account of 
its origin, I will present an abstract of it, in the form 
of results. 
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Average (emp«rs'| 
A. D. lure at 
1B19. noon. 

17° ab. Jan. 1 



Jan. 
Feb. 
Marches 
A|>ril 43 
May .5B 
June 66 
Jtity 75 
Aug. 
ffim 15 
days) 78 



Feb, 24 1.1 ab. 

March 6 2 « 

Aprils 32 « 

fVlay 25 36 " 

June 1 52 " 

July 28 65 " 



Feb. <) 41 
Mnrrh 21 37 
April 2y &1 
.May 4 72 
|junc 6 90 
July 24 84 



i 



The average of \ 
Ihe three J 



|Aiig. 8 72 " |ai 
'pring, > monibs, 



^55 



Id January, the thermometer, at noon, on the filht 
8th, and 29th, was 4° below 0. 

I have thrown away fractions of a degree. 

The thei'inorneiers, with which the observatiooa 
were made, slit) hung ia the room. 

It is well known that the duke died of !>ydrophi>- 
hiaj and, ii seems Impossible to obtain in Canadi, 
nay, even in Quebec, and in the palace itstlf, a coi- 
rect account of tlie circumstances ibat aticmled (ba 
calamity. As the subject, being of very receiil I 
currence, bus been much spoken of in ourpreat 
anil in all circles, I irust it will not bo injeliej 
. with respect to the friends of the deceased, 
tlic people recently under his govcrurnent, tf I f 
ceed 10 repeat mme of tlie statewenia which J 
have hiard. 
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The person who shewed us the casde, and who, 
as we were informed, belonged to the duke's house- 
hold« gave us the following account. It seems 
that the duke had a little dog, to which he was im- 
moderately attached ; the dog's name wajs Blucher, 
and Blucher, we were told, was caressed with 
such fondness, that he slept with his master, and 
was affectionately addressed, by the appellation of 
" my dear Bluchen" 

This idolized animal was bitten in the neck 
by another dog, afterwards ascertained to be mad — 
the rencounter took place in the court-yard of 
the palace, and the duke, in whose presence it 
occurred, full of compassion for his poor dog, 
caught him up in his arms, and applied his own lips 
to the part bitten ; others, as well as this man, have 
informed us, that it was thus the duke imbibed the 
poison, some say through a cut in his lip, made by 
his razor, or through an accidental crack. The 
duke continued to sleep with the dog, which had not 
then, however, exhibited signs of madness. 

There are other persons, and, among them, some 
highly respectable men, attached to the army, who 
deny the above, and say that the duke was bitten 
by a rabid fox, on board the steam-boat ; the fox 
and dog, it is said, were quarrelling, and the duke 
interfered, to part them. ' Others assert, that the 
duke put his hand into the cage, wTiere the fox was 
confined ; and all who impute the event to the fox, 
declare that the hurt, which was on a finger^ was so 



extremBly sBghii Must to tea 

nor thought ctf iDerwinta, tiB &» ^drtiphal 



Ju the tawamoa bowr in Moaatti, whsn At 
duke ahrsys lo^ed, iriwii in lb«t <S»f, we wen 
sssared by a mpectible ponon in As bonw, 
thit the duke eemioty got his poiiOD fiom hii 
own dog; that this stoiy wu told bim hj Ae 
sciranls of the duke, when they ntanmd wkk 
the dead body ; aod, what is Boore, that be atw As 
letter which the duke wrote to hia own daugbto^ 
the lady Mary, after his syniptoniE had manifested 
themselves, and when be was in immediate expec- 
tation of death. In this letter, the duke'reminded 
his daughter of the incident which was related to us 
at the palace. Which ever stoiy is true, it would 
appear that the duke came by his death in conse- 
quence of his aliachraent to his dog, and, surely 
never was a valuable life more unhappily sacrifi- 
ced.* 

The duke was up the country, near the Oltam 
river, when the fatal symptoms appeared, but he 
persevered in his expedition — travelled thirty mile* 
on foot, the day before he died — concealed his com- 
plainr, and opposed it as long as possible — wrote 

•I tiiivr nrvcr had i( iiimy powprlo tee (lie official aeemmUBl 
tliF iluke'i iluMli, S9 pnbliilieil in EnglanJ * 1 am lold llir; diUFi 
in loHie measure, fiDin llieprecedbsalatemenis, butt cannot leB 
m'whfliiiRrlicubrB. Alt I can Bay,'u, ttiat I give (lie reports ti ' 
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his final farewell to the lady Mary, and the other 
children, in a long letter, wliich contained particular 
directions as to the disposition of the family — and 
met death, we must say, at least, like a soldier, for 
a soldier he had been the greater part of his life. 

His complaint manifested itself, in the first in- 
stance, by an uneasiness at being upon the water, in 
the tour which he was taking into the interior, and 
they were obhged to land him. A glass of wine, 
presented to him, produced his spasms, although it 
is said, that, by covering his eyes with one hand, 
and holding the glass with the other, he succeeded 
in swallowing the wine ; but afterwards, he could 
bear no liquids, and even the lather used in shaving, 
distressed him. 

In the intervals of his spasms, he was wonderfully 
cool and collected — gave every necessary order to 
his servants, and to the officers of his suite — oppos- 
ed the sending for a physician, from Montreal, be- 
cause, he said, the distance from it to Richmond, 
where he died, being eighty miles, he should be a 
dead man, before the physician could arrive, and 
seemed to contemplate the dreadful fate before him, 
with the heroism^ at least, of a Martyr. 

In his turns of delirium, instead of barking and 
raving, as such patients are said usually to do, he 
employed himself in arranging his imaginary troops, 
forming a line of battle, (for he had been present at 

2G 
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many buttles, and, last of all, ai Waterloo*' ilself,. 
and gave paniculai' comiuands to a Cupiaia in tli< 
navy, who uas not present, lut whom lie culled I. 
name, tojire — and tlie cointiiand was ofleot >iitl vi. 
lietnenlly repealed. In a solilocjuy, ovcTbeord Ij'i 
a few miniiies before his death, hesaiil, " Cltarlt:. 
Lenox, duke of Riclimond ! — die like a man* — 
Sliall it be said, that Kicbmond was afraid to idmI 
death — no, never!" 

1 know not ^vbat were his grace's views on lo^ 
ice, more important at sucb a crisis, Uwii wbal our 
fellow men nil! think of us ; but, tbere was a degm 
of grandeur, of the heroic kind. In (lading a ai^UIJ 
noblemnn, cool and forecasting, in contetnpli 
one of the most awful of all deaths, and, ev«a 
moments of delirium, like king Lear, niTtog 
style of subliniiiy. 

We were informed, that, even in death, tie J'- 
not forget Bliicher, but ordered that be should 1> 
caged, and the event awaited. The dog wis cain| 
Airay with the family, when ihey sailed for £■ 
land, aldiougli be bad previously began to snap ■ 
tly Dt people. I 

The dtike appears to be rciocmbcrcd wbbi 
fecuoii ; he was regarded as a v«ry nurm frn 
to Canada, and all here, believe that be had iU ■ 
lereals much at heart, and was actively enjpigwl i 
promoting them. 1 

* I Mrai inronne J by a Br^llth officer, lhi)< th« iluka <nu iM M 
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His family, consisting principally of daughters, 
young and unmarried, with very slender resources, 
and in a foreign land, received the appaling news at 
the castle of St. Louis, and soon the sad tidings 
were followed by the breathless body. 

One daughter is married to Sir Peregrine Mait- 
land. Governor of Upper Canada, and the lady Ma- 
ry, the eldest of the remaining daughters, is spoken 
of (although without any intended disparagement to 
the other children,) in the highest terms. We saw 
fire screens, prettily inscribed with verses, and orna- 
mented by her hand ; and the person who attended 
us, gave each of us a walking stick, cut by the 
duke's own hand, in his last excursion. There was 
a large bundle of them done up by strhigs, and it 
seems it was the duke's custom, when he saw a 
stick that pleased him, to stop and cut it. 

Sir Peregrine Maitland, and his lady and family, 
lodged in the same house w^ith us, at Montreal, and 
appeared plain, unassuming people. While there, 
they received the calls of the principal military and 
civil officers, and of the most distinguished private in- 
dividuals ; among the rest, came the veteran soldier 
©f Wolfe, dressed in his scarlet uniform, and in the 
fashion of other days. 

Before leaving the palace, we wrote, by request, 
our names and residence, a requisition frequently 
made in similar places in Europe. 

From the gallery, in front of the castle of St. 
Louis, we had a most magnificent view of tUexvve\^ 
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and of the surrcmnding cduntty^whOe the lower to^n 
laj directly at our feet, but was rather a blemish, 
than a beauty, in the prospect 

The castle is, at its foundation, more than two 
hundred feet higher than the river, and in summer, 
must be a most charming cool spot, but in winter, a 
very bleak one. 

The duchess of Richmond is in England, and 
has never been in America 1 



GENERAL REMARKS ON QUEBEC. 

A stranger's residence of a few days, in a foreign 
city, is hardly sufficient to give him any thing more 
than general views. Such views, accurately sketch- 
ed, are, however useful, although forming but an 
outline. 

Quebec, at least for an American city, is certain- 
ly a very peculiar place. 

A military town— containing about twenty tliou- 
snnd inhabitants — most compactly and permanently 
l)uilt — stone its sole material — environed, as to its 
most important parts, by walls and gates — and de- 
fiMuled by numerous heavy cannon — garrisoned by 
troops, having the arms, the costume, the musir, 
the discipline of Europe — foreign in language, fea- 
tures, and origin, from most of those whom they 
nn* sent to defend — founded upon a rock, and, 
in its highest parts, overlooking a great extent 
nf conntrv — between three and four hundred miles 
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from the ocean — in the midst of a great continent — 
and yet displaying fleets of foreign merchantmen, 
in its fine capacious bay — and shewing all the bustle 
of a crowded sea-port — its streets narrdw — ^populous 
and winding up and down almost mountainous de- 
clivities — situated in the latitude of the finest parts 
of Europe — exhibiting in its environs, the beauty of 
an European capital — and yet, in winter, smarting 
with the cold of Siberia — governed by a people, of 
different language and habits, from the mass of the 
population — opposed in religion, and yet leaving 
that population without taxes, and in the full enjoy- 
ment of every privilege, civil and religious ; such 
are some of the most prominent features, which 
strike a stranger in the city of Quebec. 

As to its public buildings, besides the Castle of 
St. Louis, which has been mentioned, there is the 
Hotel Dieu, the Convent of the Ursulines, the Mo- 
nastery of the Jesuits, now used for barracks, the 
Cathedrals, Catholic and Protestant, the Scotch 
Church, the lower town Church, the Court House> 
the Seminary, the new Goal, and the artillery bar- 
racks : there are also a Place D'Armes, a Parade, 
and an Esplanade.* 

The Court House is a modern stone building, 
one hundred and thirty-six feet by forty-four, with 
a handsome and regular front. 

The Protestant Cathedral is seen in the vignette, 
being farther to the left than any building that has a 

* Bouchette. 

26* 
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«tee{de. This is die lnhdinmiiil miiilM ^-Mmg 
in tfaedtjr; h isof staBe, tnd k oae baadwi and 
ihirtj-six feet long lij sevenEtf-five brandy it tlands 
on ground nearly as high as anj in the plaoe, and is 
seen at a great distance* 

The Catholic Cathedral, seen on die li^ of the 
vignette, is built of stone ; it is tiro hundred and 
sixteen feet long, and one hundred and eight bioad. 
It was the first public building that we entered u 
Quebec We found, as usual in such pboes, priesti 
in attendance, and people at thor devotions. The 
building is full of pictures and images, and has a 
venerable and ancient appearance. It can contain 
four thousand people. 

The Seminary was founded in 1663, for ecclesi- 
astical instruction only, but is not now confined to 
that profession, although, according to Colonel Bou- 
chette, its members must be Catholics. 

The building is of stone, forming three sides of a 
square, two hundred and nineteen feet long, aod 
one hundred and twenty broad. 

The Hotel Dieu was founded in 1637, for the 
sick poor of botii sexes. It includes the convent, 
hospital, church, court-yard, cemeter)', and gar- 
dens. The principal building is three hundred and 
eiiihty-three feet long by fifty broad. This eslab- 
iishmt'nt, conducted by nuns, is highly commended 
for the humanity, comfort, cleanliness, and good ar- 
rangement which prevail in it. 

* All tliR rVnnensions of the public buildings are taken on th^ 
aittlinritv of C'olone\ BowcheU^. 
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The Ursuline Convent is a square, whose side is 
one hundred and twelve feet; was founded in 1639 ; 
is devoted to female education, and is conducted 
by nuns. 

The Monastery, or College of the Jesuits, now 
used for barracks, is three stories high, and forms a 
parallelogram of two hundred and twenty-four feet 
by two hundred. It was a fine establishment in 
the time of the Jesuits, and judging from some of 
the apartments which I saw, it contains very com- 
fortable accommodations for officers and troops. 

I viras particularly struck with the new Goal, 
which is a handsome structure of stone, standing on 
very elevated ground ; it is one hundred and sixty 
feet long by sixty-eight broad, and three stories 
high : the cost was over fifteen thousand pounds. 

The Bishop's Palace is one hundred and forty- 
seven feet by one hundred and eighteen, and stands 
in a very commanding situation, near the grand bat- 
tery. It is now occupied by the Provincial Parlia- 
ment, and for various public offices, and an annuity 
is paid to the Catholic Bishop. It is said to be in 
a ruinous condition. 

The artillery barracks were built by the French 
in 1750. They extend five hundred and twenty- 
seven feet by forty, and contain accommodations 
for the artillery troops of the garrison, work-shops, 
store-houses, &c. and every variety of small armi? 
for twenty thousand men, which are always kept fit 
for immediate use, and are fancifully arranged. 
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Quebec is well paved with hige stooei^ fiimlj fix* 
ed. Most of its streets are narrow ; .the principal 
ones are thirty-two jGset wide, bnt most of them on- 
ly from twenty-four to twenty-seven. The houses 
are of very unequal height, and generally have high 
sloping roofs, to enable them to sustain the ice and 
snow. The covering of the roofs with tin, or even 
with sheet iron, is by no means general ; most of 
them are still covered with shingles. 

Many of the modem houses, especially on the 
highest ground, are very handsome, and in the mod- 
ern style, and some new ones are in progress. 

The market place is, in its largest dimensions, 
two hundred and fifty feet by one hundred and six- 
ty-five. I saw it on Saturday morning, which is the 
best time, and never wish to see a market better 
supplied with meats, fowl, fish, and vegetables, and 
eveiy thing in very good order. 

The prices we are told are not high. 

There are a great many dogs in Quebec, and 
they are not kept merely for parade : they are made 
to work, and it is not uncommon in Quebec, to see 
dogs harnessed to little carts, and drawing meat, 
merchandise, and even wood, up and down the hills; 
they pull with all their little might, and seem pleas- 
ed with their employment. 

•)» # 4f « « « » 

Quebec was founded on the 3d of July, 1608, hy 
Tinel do Champlain, Geographer to the Kin?. 
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His commencement was on Cape Diamond, on the 
scite of an Indian village called Stadacone. 

In 1629 it was taken by the English, but esteem- 
ed of so little value, that it was restored in 1632. 
It was in the hands of private adventurers or tra- 
ding companies till 1663, when it was made a royal 
government, and became a regular and important 
colony. 

In 1690, Sir William Phipps, with a great arma- 
ment from Boston, attacked and cannonaded Que- 
bec, and landed an army, but was repulsed, with 
great loss and disgrace. 

In 1712 the attempt was again made, by an Eng- 
lish fleet under Sir Hovenden Walker, who was cast 
away in the St. Lawrence, and lost seven of his 
largest ships and three thousand men, while General 
Nicholson, who was coming with an army by the 
way of Montreal, was obliged to retreat. 

In 1720 Charlevoix visited Canada, and it is in- 
teresting to compare his account of the appearance 
of Quebec, and of its environs, with its present situa- 
tion. It will be found that even then, not only the 
outlines of the place were formed, but that they 
were filled up to some extent. It then contained 
about seven thousand souls. 

He remarks, that it stands on the most navigable 
river in the universe, and that there is no other city in 
the known world, a hundred and twenty leagues from 
the sea, whose harbour is capable of containing one 
hundred ships of the line. He observes th^X^ ^^?^Vv^ 
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was, for a long time, inferior to wbat Quebec thea 
wasy he anticipates the time when the htter will be 
equal to the former ; when " as far as the eye can 
reach, (on the St. Lawrence,) nothing will be seen 
but towns, villas, and pleasure houses'*— ** when the 
shores shall discover fine meadows, firaitfiil hills, 
and fertile fields"—*' when the whole road shall be 
faced with magnificent quays, and the port surround- 
ed with superb edifices, and when we shall see three 
or four hundred ships lying in it loaden with riches." 
All tliat Charlevoix anticipated a century ago, is 
not yet accomplished, but no contemptible part of 
it is already realized. He speaks of the beauty of 
the prospect from Cape Diamond, and of the purity 
of its air, and says, ''you sometimes find a sort of 
diamonds on it finer than those of Alengon*' — "I 
have seen some of ibem, (says he,) full as well cut, 
as if ihey had come from the hand of the most ex- 
pert workman," and adds, that they have become 
very scarce. It is scarcely necessary to say, that 
be alludes to the crystals of quartz. He speaks of 
the church as being roofed with slate, and he says 
that it is the only building in all Canada which has 
this advantage, all the others being covered with 
shingles. He mentions the Governor's residence in 
the fort, and describes the front of it as having a 
gallery, exactly as the Castle of St. Louis sUmdinir 
in the same place, has now. He mentions the Jos- 
nil's buildings, the Hotel Dicu, the Intendant's Pal- 
-*C, the Seminary or Colloge. the Bishop's Palace, 
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and various other buildings and institutions, which 
evince great intelhgence and vigor, in the early 
French population. 

He says the tides rise twenty-five feet at the tirad 
of the equinox. This corresponds very nearly with 
the present estimate, which is from twenty-three to 
twenty-four feet, and seventeen or eighteen for com- 
mon tides : the greatest depth of water is twenty- 
eight fathoms, and he states it generally at twenty- 
five. The great rise of the tides at Quebec, causes 
at present a necessity for very high quays : when 
we landed from the steam boat, we ascended on a 
plank not less than fifty feet long, and laid from the 
boat to the wharf so as to form a ratlier steep in- 
clined plane. 

Charlevoix commends the society in Quebec ; 
he says, you find in it "the best company, and 
nothing is wanting that can possibly contribute to 
form an agreeable society" — that there are " rich 
merchants, or such as live as if they were so" and 
" assemblies full as brilliant as any where." He 
states, that " they play at cards, or go abroad on 
parties of pleasure, in the summer time, in calashes 
or canoes ; in winter, in sledges upon the snow, or 
on skaits upon the ice" — that " the Creoles of Can- 
ada draw in with their native breath an air of free- 
dom, which makes them very agreeable in the com- 
merce of life, and no where in the world is the 
French language spoken in greater purity, there 
being not the smallest foreign accent in the pronun- 
ciation. 
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He says, that although there are no rich men, 
every body puts on as good a face as possible ; and 
that they make -^ood cheer, provided they are able 
to be at the expense of fine clotlies ; if not, in order 
to be able to appear well dressed, they retrench ifl 
the article of the table : that thej have fine stature 
and complexions, a gay and sprightly behaviour, witli 
great sweetuess and politeness of manners, and that 
the least rusticity, either in language or behaviour, is 
utterly unknon*n, even in the remotest and most 
distant parts. It is surprising to see how little 
change there has been in these respects after tiie 
lapse of a century, and after sixty years of subjec- 
tion to a foreign power. 

Charlevoix's compan-on? between tiie Canadi- 
ans and the Xew-En Janders are ainusina: : he r»'- 
marks, tiiat in Xew-Ensland and the other British 
Proviiii'.^ " iliere prevails an opulence which they 
are uttJ-riv at a loss to use ; and In New France, a 
pover; . iiid by an air of being in easy circumstan- 
ces, which seems not at all studied." " The Eni.'- 
lish plc-.jiter amasses wealth, and never makes any 
superf-MOu-^ expense ; the French inliahiiani ajijiin 
enjoy :^ '.vhat ho has acquired, and often makts a 
paraci*.' of what he is not possessed of." 

I V. ill fiiiish these citations by one which i.^ in- 
deed iticst remarkable^ and accounts for tlic r/rec/a- 
ful scenes of massacre and Invasion, wliich tlic Eni:- 
*"-h colonics so often and ^^a lon^^ experienced fr'^n 
''Vouch. 
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" The English Americans, (says Charlevoix,) are 
averse to war, because they have a great deal to 
lose; they take no care to manage the Indians, from 
a belief that they stand in no need of them. The 
French yquth, for very different reasons, abominate 
the thoughts of peace ^ and live well with the na- 
tives, whose esteem they easily gain in time of war, 
and their friendship at all times." 

With respect to the institutions* of Quebec, most 
of which were founded by the French, the valua- 
ble statistical account of Canada, by Colonel Bou- 
chette, will supply every detail as to the nunneries, 
the hospitals, the college, the churches, catholic and 
protestant, the clergy, and every other important 
particular, which a stranger would desire to learn. 
This work, with its grand topographical map, is 
however, I believe, Httle known in the United States, 
and is rather too expensive for general circulation.f 

* After being so full in my notices of scenery and bistorical 
events, in the vicinity of Quebec^ more migiit have been reasona- 
bly expected respecting its institutions ; the omission was acci- 
deDta) ; for fear that oar fine weather would fail us, we postponed 
these topics till the last, and then left Quebec, several days sooner 
than we had expected or wished, which deprived us of the op- 
portunity of making other observations. 

t Colonel Bouchette is highly loyal, and his zeal (commenda- 
ble, without doubt, in the main) perhaps imparts a degree of as- 
perity, to some of his notices of the events of the lute warfare, 
on the Canadian frontiers, and of the policy of the American 
government. These things however do not seriously impair th6 
value of his great and laborious work, for which he deserves high 
commendation. 



I 

ft 



310 TOL'R BETIVEKS U.VHtro&U KSU ^DEUK' 

Besides the peculiar, or at \easi renuikabta D 
tiires, wiiicli have been skeiche^l, Que 
ly nrery respectable city, and one of those pl«cesj| 
ihe American continent, most worthy of the ctfl 
osily of an iatellte;cnl stranger. Indeed, to baj 
seen Quebec and MoiiireaJ, aud the imerreiiiitg m 
suiTouiiding cotintrj, is, in some degre 
iijte for a \isil lo Europe. The latitude of QueBJ 
Is 4fi"4S' 39" n. 

THE niVllR ST. L.\WRENCF. 

Montreal, Octoher 12. — The mighty outlet 
the moBl magnificent collection of inland mien 
(he world, the North AmericBn lakes — indiridoal 
like seas — collectively, coverbg the aTea of 
pira ; already enlivened by the sails of cotnmei 
and recently awed by the thunder of contending 
navies ; bordered by thriving villages and seitle- 
Rienis, aud hereafter to he surrounded by popnloos 
towns and cities, and countries ; associated a« tiiis 
river is with such realities, and with sncb anticipa- 
lions, it is impossible to approach the St. Lawrcocr, 
ivith ordinary feelings, or to view it as merely « 
river of primary magnitude. 

Already, the two great cities of Canada are erec- 
ted on its borders ; Europe sends her fleets lo Que- 
bec, atid even to Montreal ; nearly two htiadretl 
miles of intervening water, are now daily passed 
iwoen Ihe cities, by steam boats, tome of whicli 

Jarge in tonnage as lodiamen, or sloops of 
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It is now, no very difficult task, to be wafted on 
the St. Lawrence from Lake Ontario to the Ocean, 
a distance of nearly seven hundred miles, or from 
Niagara, which differs little from one thousand, and 
the entire range from Lake Superior, is two thou- 
sand. 

In that part of the St. Lawrence, which, within a 
week, we have now twice passed, there are fewer 
observations to be made than on many routes much 
less extensive, and on many rivers of much infe- 
rior magnitude. This arises from tlic great same- 
ness, which prevails along the banks. They ap- 
pear to be very generally alluvial ; extensively they 
are so low that they seem, in many places, hardly 
to form an adequate barrier against the occasional 
swelling and overflow of the great river, which they 
limit ; indeed, it is difficult always to convince ones 
self, that they are not, here and there, actually lower 
than the river ; of rocks, till we come within a few 
miles of Quebec, there are hardly any to be seen, 
and yet it is obvious that there are rocks in the vicin- 
ity, because the houses are often constructed of 
stone ; for many miles from Montreal, on the way 
to Quebec, the banks are little else than damp 
meadows, resembling Holland extremely ; some- 
times the shores recede in natural terraces, and re- 
tiring platforms, placed, one above another, till the 
last visible one forms a high ridge ; at other times, 
precipitous banks, cut down as it were by art, exhibit 
strata of gravel and clay and sand — forminc: distinct 
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jnd often vBrioosiTcoloureil liorizODlal layers; tlic 
forests are usually removed from ihc immcdiaw 
margin of the river, aad iIlg vertlure is hi uio^t ' 
places rich aad lirely. ; 

Tlie average width of ihe river, betmen Moniretl * 
tnd Quebec, appeai^ iu ]r-^ aliout two miles ; but it 
is extremely irregular ; soin?times it dors not ex* 
seed half a mile, or Ihree fourths of a mil«, but 
this is true ouly near Quebec and at n few otlwr 
plucts ; at other limes, it becomes two, it^ee, or 
more miles n-ide. I have jilrcady tnunlium-d, lint | 
ID the Lake of Si. Pcht, as it is called, a few mile* 
above the town of Tlir«e Rivers, an eiptosion of 
the river takes place, so that for more than tnrentjr* 
■uiles, its breadth is nine or ten miles. 

The current is considerable — probably tbrea 
miles an Iiour, generally, but in some places it bat 
apparentfy, double that force, and the river, instead 
of flowing, as it commonly does, with an unnifflad 
surface, becomes perturbed, and hurries along widi 
inurmiirs and eddies, and in a few places, with foam 
and breakers. 

This is particularly the case at the Richelieu 
rapid?, fifty miles above Quebec, where the river is 
compressed within half a mile, and the navigable 
part within much less ; aumerous rocks, which ap- 
pear to he principally large rolled masses, form, 
when the water is low, as it was when we passed, s 

" Tolonel Boncbelte alale* (be length ■( li*enl)'-Rv« mllet, bnt 
'itdeslbal iiorlion wtilch isrull afi^andt 
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terrific reef, and when the river is up, a dangerous 
concealed enemy. Through these rapids, (as was 
mentioned on the passage down,) the steam boat^ 
dare not go in the night, and the instance in which 
it is said to have been done, was to carry to QuebeCj 
the news of the Duke of Richmond's death. The 
speed of the steam boat had, however, been sur- 
passed by that of the land messenger, who had al- 
ready arrived with the gloomy news. At tli^ lower 
end of the town of Montreal, the stream, compress-, 
ed by the island of St. Helena, is so impetuous, 
that the steam boats, which every where else cau 
stem the current, are here obliged to anchor, and 
procure the aid of oxen ; four yoke were employ-^ 
ed, with a drag rope, to. draw the Malsham--ihe 
boat in which we came up to Montreal, through 
this pass ; it is however, not half a mile, that the 
river is so rapid, for after passing this place, 
steam carries the boats on again to their moorings, 
at the upper end of the town. It requires a very 
strong wind to carry vessels with sails against lliia 
current. I saw some vessels here which enjoyed 
this advantage, and for one hour, I could not per- 
ceive that they made any head way. 

The population on the river is very considerable^ 
nearly all the way between the two cities, so thai 
on both sides, houses or villages are almost con* 
stantly in view. There are, however, but two 
towns of any magnitude, both of which have been 
meutioaed — Sorel, at the mouth of the river of th^ 

27* 



ie name, and which coniiecis Lakn Champloi 
wilh ihc Si. LswTence, forty-five miles below M« 



! Rivers 
TliU 



Irea!, and Uic Trois Rivieres or Tlirj 
way between Quebec and MoatreflL 
town derives its wbimsical oame, from ibe fact ill 
Ihe river St. Muurice, which cmpijes here, is di 
ded at its mouib, by little islands, iuio iJuee pni 
so that there seem to be tbiec rivers rnstesd of 
Idlest of the houses on boUi bautcs of tin 
Lawrence, as well ns in the vicuiily ofQucbcc, «ro 
white, roof and all; the roofs of houses in Caimda, 
being, frequently protected Doin (ire, as well as h«wi- 
tified, by a white wash of salt and lime or of lime 
only, which is renewed every year. 

There are many villages on the river, some 

large and populous, and most of them are fumisl 

with pretty, and a few with e;rand chnrclies 

have from one spire to three, and having geuetvil 

a brilliant covering of tin, both on the roofs and 

spires, they blaze in ihc sun, and even at the di>- 

lance of miles, dazzle the eyes of the bcholdoil 

. Some other public buildings, and the best priv^H 

^Jiousea on the bauks, are occasionally eovored fl 

the same manner. Moat of the cottages are onfl 

one story high, and are small ; but, targe aiid gUM 

houses, appearing hke the residences of tbe sa^Mnfl 

' und other countiy gentlemen, are hardly ev^ 

I out of sight. The hanks of the St. Lawrence, U^| 

I verdant and beautiful from cultivation, and dwifcw 

f every where wiih brilliant white houses, ami piwfl 

^^^ - Xlie tiilc cetsu neu dtia^w-. ■ 
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villages, impress a traveller very pleasantly, althougli 
he finds but little variety in the views. I have 
omitted to mention, that from the rapids of Riche- 
lieu, going down the river, the banks almost imme- 
diately become considerably more elevated. 

STEAM BOATS. 

Although there are roads, said to be good, on both 
sides of the St. Lawrence, it was, till within five or 
six years, a considerably arduous undertaking, to 
travel, back and forward, between the two cities of 
Canada. By land, in the slow Canadian Calash, 
it was tedious, and although dovm the river from 
Montreal to Quebec, it was obviously no difficult 
thing to go with the current — to return by water, 
was always difficult. With head winds it was, of 
course, impossible to ascend^ nor, with strong head 
winds could they always descend^ even with the aid 
of tlie stream. 

Quebec and Montreal, were therefore a great 
way apart, as regarded facility of intercourse ; now 
they are, in this respect very near, and it is possible 
to visit either city from the other, quite comfortably 
and at ease — to transact business and return, within 
the period of four days, although the distance is one 
hundred and eighty miles. This wonderful facility 
has been imparted by steam boats, of which no 
fewer than seven, now ply between Montreal and 
Quebec— they arc named, Malsham, Swiftsure, 




L«dy Sberlifwok, Quebec, Tt-k-^jth , Car of Com- ' 



Tba bunteix^ tiw IbltlMn is «H- dx hoadnd 
tmit, and that of the I^y SheriMook, mw^atauA to 
us, at about eight hondred ; tbeaa m ifaa kifHt, 
and most of the others are conudcraUy SBaller. , . 
. They are built with deep holds ior fraig^l* 
which appears to be macb more im oliject with 
them than pwengers. Going down io tlw SwiA- 
sure, of benfeea three and fiMir koadrad ttm, 
ire had but about a doxen cabin paaaengen, Hid is- 
turning in the Malaham we had botfinir. Tlie i»> 
commodations are good, sad the prorision Cor the 
table ample — fur dinner il is luxurious — there isi 
lunch at noon, for dinner is at four o'clock, and (M 
at eight ; breakfast also at ciglit o'clock. 

The Captains of the boats partake in all the good 
things ; some of them at least, arc convivial with 
their guests, and sit long lo drink wine, vhicb is ibe 
common practice in Canada. 

Some of them appear to be in danger from replc- 
tion ; they have but tittle bodily exercise, and 
swimming as they do in a sea of luxury, it is not 
extraordinary that they exhibit tljc phy^tical effects 
of |;ood living ; they are, however, very obliging 
and courteous to their passengers, who are made 
perfectly comfortable, on board of their boats. 

The machinery is situated deep in the hold, and 
appears but little above deck ; this circumstaiice, 
with the depth of the bull, and the burden of freight 
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¥hich the boats carry, causes them to move much 
nore steadily than ours do. 

On board the Malsham we could scarcely per- 
ceive the jar of the machinery ; there being no 
ladies on board, Mr. W and myself were per- 
mitted to appropriate the after cabin, a very pretty 
room, where with a comfortable fire, we enjoyed 
even domestic retirement, and were allowed to oc- 
cupy our time as we pleased. 

We were told, that the Lady Sherbrook was the 
finest boat in the line, but we were not on board of 
her. 

The fuel for the boats costs about two dollars and 
fifty cents the cord, and they stop twice, once at 
Sorel, and once at the Three Rivers, to take it iu. 
The passage costs ten dollars down to Quebec, 
and twelve returning ; we were on board two nights, 
and one day, in going down, and two days and three 
nights in returning ; but a part of two of the nights, 
in the last, and of one of them in the first, was spent 
in the dock. 

Steam boat business has been very profitable on 
this river, but is now said to be otherwise, owing 
principally to its being overdone. 

DANGERS OF STEAM BOATS. 

The catastrophes produced by the explosion of 
the boilers of steam boats, having now become 
rare, the attention of the public, in consequence of 
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several unhappy occurrences, and especially of ii:c 
late dreadful one, on lake Champlain, has been di- 
rected to the dangers of fire. The active volcanu 
which the steam boat nccessarilv carries in iicr 
bowels, seems sufficiently appalling, and few pe:- 
.sons, when first beginning to travel in this w:iy. can 
lie down to sleep, without deeply pondering, ihii u 
furious imprisoned enemy, is raging within the coni- 
bustible vehicle, that bears them along, and tLi: 
both fire and water, usually foes, but here Icai^ucil 
in unnatural alliance, may conspire for their de- 
struction. Rarely, however, does it appear to iiave 
occurred to tiie traveller, that the most serious dan- 
ger (as the thing is aciually managed,) arises froi:. 
just that nepili^ence, and presumption, arul apaili;.. 
v\]iicli de5lro\ so nicuy buildinsci?. .-'o iii:icii i-ro;-.;- . 

.' J C7 ' lit 

:y, and so many lives on shore. 5 

I am sony to say, that in :iit; iioal.- u;. li.. 
iiorlhern watcT.^, iho»e is not tiiat dt.'srec of <:iiii- .... 
cjnxious vii^ilancu which the case cortainly dem:ui.:-. 
wliere so juucIj |)ro])crty and so niany !iv. .- are a' 
stake. The Phienix, as I ii:ive Ifcloiv obsiiViiJ. ] 
was, widio'it doubt, destroyed by a caudle ; Ai.'. \ 
«:an(iles are nc.:;li2;ently left on boird «»:' m»).-t (»f iw- ! 
i)oal5: In the northern waters; iir<'s and «arMilvi «!• 
iiot adequately watched on tl:e St. L:i\v:eiici-. u;: 
'•^e have srM.n m one of the Cari'idiaii !)uii-. a IJi- 
hkkIo in an ojieii stove, ^^lan-lin^; wiiiio:iia chiinrn; , 
'JU the iiakc'l d^M.-k, \vhile liie coals wer«» e\ery i.i 1 
T« ' ir«v. '.M'*- :ml'!.i-' i»iu.* <;Kir^. niiil fnHi'u '»:? '■• 
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deck, which was made of dry pine and covered 
with pitch. We were also exposed to danger from 
a very unexpected 

INCIDENT. 

On our passage up the river, in a northeasterly 
storm, just as we were entering the lychelieu rap- 
ids, where we needed all our power to stem the 
current, and any disaster would be peculiarly em- 
barrassing, we were pressing on, not only with pow- 
erful steam, but with a strong and fair wifid, which 
strained every thread of our large square sail, the 
only one which we carried. Our mast, apparently 
about fifty feet high, and of proportionate diameter, 
was, it seems, only feebly braced from the bow, al- 
though perhaps sufficiently in the other direction. 

The Captain, having been up the preceding night, 
was asleep below : I was on deck, and observed 
that our mast, with its feeble shrouds, was strained 
to the utmost, and felt some anxiety lest it should 
fail. Going below, I was scarcely seated, before a 
crash and an outcry brought me again on deck. 

The wind, it appears, suddenly flirted around, 
and a violent squall from an angry cloud, instantly 
direw the sail all aback upon the mast ; there being 
no adequate stays or braces to sustain the solitary 
pine, it snapped, li]^e a pipe's tail ; the two chimnies 
were a few yards behind ; the heavy spar which sup- 
ported the sail at top, falling violently across one of 
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the chimnies, was broken qaiie id two ; ibe mas), 
also, in its fall, broke tb« horuontal troo mb, «Mcl> 
crossed each other anti were fastened to some b^li 
framework, ID sustain tbechinuiiei; tlie sail fell one 
ibe iDOuihs of boih cliimnies, and shut tbem up com- 
pletelv, and from tlie top of one of lh«in, sui 
laiaed by the cords which fastened ihcm lo the s: 
bung the two broken pieces of ibe y%id, |trob>bi,' 
^oriy feet in len^. 

The Captain could not be immediate))' fouad 
;he Canadian seamen who managed the boat, Tocil- 
(Trated most furiously in French, but seemed inteilj 
confounded, and witliout resource, and some feel'l- 
ctiempts ^vhich they made to disengage the ^: 
from the chimilies, only pulled it more entirely mti 
tbem. In tlie mean time, the wind, which contioi)- 
ed to Mow violently, jerked ibe sail and its brohcn 
fpars wilb so much force, lliai there was much ittf 
ger that the cbiinnies would go by the board ; b 
vhich rase, our furnaces, being in full action helof, 
would throw oui their flame immediately iipnn lbs 
deck, and upon the tierces of gin, by which it m* 
covered, even close to the chimnics. Tiirre ap- 
peared to be nearly one hundred of thnse tiercc', 
and ihe explosion of any one of them, which wnuM 
jfTobably occur if slruck by ihe fire, would inyolif 
UB in sheets of flame ; and should wa even succuo- 
in extinguishing the fire, our boat, without 
sieamorsail, would be completely unmanageable, 
jablu 10 hf wrecked at llic fiiol of the 
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without eithtrj 
aitageable,!^^ 
Ibei^il^fl 
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In this moment of anxiety, (while a poor Scotch 
•emigrant, whose all was on board, was weeping and 
wringing his hands, and exclaiming that we sjiould 
all be lost,) the Captain arrived on deck. The 
wind worried the sail across the top of one of the 
chimnies, which was cut into points like a picket 
fence, so that the Canvass was soon completely 
perforated, and the chimney stood .jup through it, 
like a head in a pillory. The other chimney wa^*^ 
so battered by the fall of the yard, that it could 
■not pierce the sail, especially as it was guarded at 
that part by a strong rope, and every effort to dis- 
engage it failed. It was easy to foresee what must 
follow : the sail, which being wet with rain, for 
some time resisted the heat, now became so dried, 
that it took fire and blazed. The Captain sent up 
one of the sailors to cut it away, and the man, with 
sufficient hardihood, crawled up and worked where 
it was on fire all around him. At length, by burn- 
ing, it fell from the chimney, and we were extrica- 
ted from our unpleasant situation. If, however, the 
sail, the fuel on deck, and every part of the boat 
. had been dry, and especially, had the accident oc- 
curred in the night, the consequences might have 
been very painful. But there was an eye superior 
to human vigilance, which watched over our safety. 

Immediately after this accident, we had a good 
proof of the manner in which science and art can 
sometimes triumph over the obstacles of nature. 
We entered the rapids of Richelieu, not only with 
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an opposiog current of gretl «tmig|{i9 bot 
strong head wind; faitt stiD, by di^ fioioe of 
alone, we fought our way tbrough, and jniTeed^.Aa 
iMune wind continued through the xemaiudflr of our 

passage. 




A NIOBT SCENE ON THE ST. tAWAERCB. ' 

^ ^ heJong twilight of thb climalo, which, (is olh j 
senrea at Montreal,) in a degree mmpmtilns ftr ' 



the shortness of the days, was- exhausted $ 4m 
tages and villages on shore cast their eromag ]^ 
on- the rirer; the waning mooo, redoeed to 
than half her full sise, had just risen over oar 
and cast a feeble radiance on the flood ajud As 
shores; the stars, unobscured by a single cloud, 
were bright as gems in the azure vault ; the galaiy 
was delicately traced athwart the sky — all was still- 
ness, except the dashing of the water wheels, the 
cry of the steersman, and the occasional song of the 
Canadian boatmen ; when the aurora borealis ap- 
peared, under circumstances which I never befbrs* 
witnessed. 

Not only was th^re a delicate glow in the lower 
part of the northern portion of the sky, similar to 
that seen through ^, transparency, but there were 
shoots of light darting upward Uke very feeble 
flames, now elongating, now receding, and chang- 
ing their places. 

After being a Utde while below, I was delighted, 
'ifl returning, to se^ ^ totl^ q1 ^ht ^{assing through 



\ 
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the zenith, extending across the entire heavens, in- 
tersecting the milky way very obliquely, greatly 
surpassing it in brightness, and forming a beautiful 
glowing belt. 

At this moment, our two chimnies emitted vol- 
umes of smoke, succeeded by flame, and a long 
stream of brilliant sparks, carried far astern by the 
wind, illuminated the deck and the water. 

The Lady Sherbrooke going down the river, 
glowing with lamps, and streaming with fire, now 
moved majestically by us, and seemed a floating 
and illuminated castle. Loud vociferations of nau- 
tical French, from both boats, were soon lost in the 
rapidly increasing distance ; while the lovely belt in 
the heavens, beginning to break, and hanging here 
and there in pale patches of light, finally vanished, 
and resigned the sky to the moon and the stars. 

J\roie. — July 31st, 1820. The paper* bave just informed us of 
the death of the celebrated Botanist, Frederick Pursh. He 
died at Montreal on the 11th inst. after a lingering illness. 

When the efforts and purposes of a noan who has, by useful or 
splendid labours, attracted the attention of the world, are cut off 
by death, and his mortal toil is over, the mind dwells with an in- ^tk^ 
creased^ interest on circumstances, which might not otherwiss 
have attracted our attention. This is my apology for the follow- 
ing note. 

At the town of Sorel, when we were returning to Montreal lu 
the steam boat, Mr. Pursh came on board, and was with us the 
remainder of the passage. His scientific labours are well known, 
and the public have pronounced their decided approbation of hi» 
Wautiful work, the American Flora, published in London in 
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St. Mmt, Oet I4A, ISlt^-Oali 

6 morning, we passed again to lAmgaeil, bat no; 

B so frail 3 bark, as before. We were coavejed in 

E.y horse boat, worked by ten horses, and irbich,' 

f vheo we entered, bad just discbar^eii axteeti cam 

l^^d cala slues, besides people and caulerOtberilian , 

r fn4. Mr.PunbeipreuedbiaiMtiri'crr.iiamlf, «a|k«i4ltllf 
«f the liberal aid wMeb be reccned in Ci*ropa6M| wl « rtfc . 
mm, ta A* MvoT iMfr WnMnwid *i<r l i itii lw i , wJ 

"^ tatbetMdM-orarir privM mMm m# MmmMm ; to M^ 






Canada, npon which be bad been atmA^ Kveral jean oec^iM, 
and etpeeled lo be ililt occapied Tor tcTer*! yean more. Tbcia 
resrarche* led him mucb among the Nrage nations of Ifae DOtlll 
n«Bt, and around Ihe great lalie*. He ncnt Gnt among ibem in 
company with Ihe eiploring and trading parties of ibe Korih 
Weit Campany, but laaring (o be involved in tlia conieqaeneei 
nftbeir quarrels, he abandoned (heir proleclion, and tkrcw bin- 
Ac!f, alone aad unprotected, Upon the generoailyoribeaborfgiiMi. 
He pursued his loilaome researches, month after moolb, Inrd- 
, lingoD foot, reljring often on fbe Indian* forwppOTt, and, of 
' course, eiperiencing frequently Ihe hunger, exposure, and peifil 
of savage life. But sach was Ihe enthuiiatm of his mind, and btl 
complete devotion to the ruling piution, that he tbongbt tittle of 
marching, day after day, often with a pack weighing sixty pounds 
•in his shoulders, through foresis and swamps. Bad over rock* and 
mouulains,providedhe could discover anew ;>Ian(; great sonbers 
of sneh be assured me he had found, and that he intended to pub- 
'isb (he drawings and descriptions of them in his Canadian Flora. 
Kram the tndians, he laid, be experienced nothing but kindnes', 
* be often derived from them important aniitaiice i he iboogbt 
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those belonging to tliese vehicles. We crossed 
lower down, and in deeper water, than we had pass- 
ed in the canoe. 

The view of the tawn, when we were receding, 
as well as when we were advancing, was very 
fine. It stretches about two miles along the St* 
Lawrence, and it scarcely equals half a mile m 
breadth. The bank of the river is considerably el- 
evated, and the ground, although not very uneven, 
.rises gradually from the water, into a rhoderate 
ridge — then sinks into a hollow, and then rises again, 

that had they been treated with uniform justice and kitmanifj/ by 
the whites, they would have always returned the same treatment. 
He said he much preferred their protection to that of the wan- 
dering whites, who, unrestrained by almost any human law^ 
prowl through those immense forests in quest of furs and game. 
Possibly (without, however^ intending any thing disrespectful by" 
the remark,) some mutual sympathies might have been excitedr 
by the fact that Mr. Fursh was himself a Tartar, born and edu' 
rated in Siberia, near Tobottski ; and, indeed, he possessed » 
physiognomy and manner different from that of £urop(*an?i^ and 
highly characteristic of his country. 

His conversation was full of fire, point, and energy ; and, al- 
though not po1ished,^he was good humoured, frank, and generou?r 
He complained that he could not endure the habits of civilized 
life, and that his health began to be Impaired as soon as he be- 
eame quiet, and was comfortably fed and lodged. lie said he 
must soon "be off again"' into the wilderness. His health was then 
declining, and unfortunately it was but to& apparent, that some, 
ot the measures to which he resorted to sustain it, must eventn* 
ally prostrate his remaining vigor; 

It 19 to be hoped that his unfinished labours will not be losf^ 
jtndthat although incomplete, they may be published ; since, iC 
sufficiently matured, they must add to the stoekof knowl'rd^e. 

28*- 
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with more rapidity, till it finishes. less than a miic 
and a half from the town, in one of the finest hiils 
tlitit can be imagined. This hill is called the moun- 
tain* of Montreal, and indeed, from it the town de- 
rives its name; the words originally signified, as n 
said, the Roval Mountain. This mountain rises 
five hundred and fifty feet above the level of the 
river. 

It forms a steep and verdant barrier, covered wiih 
:5hrubbery, and crowned with trees, and is a most 
beautiful back ground for the city. 

Its form, as it appears from the river, is nearly 
that of a bow. We rode up, across the southern 
end of it. behind the beautiful seat of the Hon. Mr. 
]\IcGillivrav. I afterwards ascended it on fool, i.i 
fompany with an EiiirlLsh gentleman, and waiiu-.i 
\ho If n.:tli of its ridiie. The view is one of the liii- 
r:ft tliat can be .scon in anv cowntrv. Iinmc<li;.triv 
uX our iV-ot, thf3 oily of Montreal i.s in full v'hw, uiii: 
il- uaz'/iiivj; tin (;ovcicd roofs, ajid >pirc'?, and i:- 
■. ii-.v/dv^d .strocls ; llic noljln St. Liiwrciicc, .-trctcii- 
• ,:, i\'»vay l-) ihc ri^litand left, is vi-ililc, i-.robuliiv (n\ 
"Mv inile.^ and, on both sides of it, and for a virv 
■:'■« Jit u;n(!), nnrticiilr.ry on the soutli, one of Tii. 
f:\()M 'uynriant ('Iitiinpai2'n tountrios In tlic world. i< 
-i>.'n,l htjforo the observer. Tlie niouniiiii.s (^i' 
I>ii;i;il, (JJiuiiiljly, and a few others, occur upon tlii- 

i Imio rir"^'V"ral .--piinj^s i:r;M' llic top of tlii-; unnn.tain, ar.** 
:i'i'ii i! -Ill t!'?to'.\u is .-iijUii'-d witJi watf-r. l»y 'hi- u^iiA mv'cii<\ 

.0 It 111 j»ijl'. ■ 
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vast plain, but, in general, it is not interrupted, till 
it reaches the territories of the United States^ in 
which we discern the mountains of Vermont and 
New- York. 

In our rear, we saw the Ottawa or Grand River, 
and its branches, which, uniting, and becoming 
blended with the St. Lawrence, divide the island of 
Montreal from the main. 

Nothing is wanting, to render the mountain of 
Montreal a charming place for pedestrian excur- 
sions, and for rural parties, but a little effort, and 
expense in cutting and clearing winding walks, and 
in removing a few trees from the principal points of 
view, (as they now form a very great obstruction ;) 
a lodge, or resting place, on the mountain, construct- 
ed so as to be ornamental, would also be a desirable 
addition. 

On the front declivity of the mountain, is a beau- 
tiful cylinder of lime stone, or grey marble, erected 
on a pedestal ; the entire height of both appeared 
to be about thirty-five feet. It rises from among 
the trees, by which it is surrounded, and is a nionu- 
ment to the merfaory of Simon M cTavish, Esq. 
who died about fourteen years since, and was, in 
a sense, the founder of the North Western Compa- 
ny. Just below, is a handsome mausoleum, of the 
same materials, containing his remains; and, still 
lower down the mountain, an unfinished edifice of 
stone, erected by the same gentleman, which, had 
he hved to complete it, would have been one of the 
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Gct^est in the riciniljr of Montreal. It a t 
Veoombg a rain, al^iougii il is enclosed and roofed ^ 
and the windows are built ap wiUi masooiy. It would I 
have bsen a superb house, if finbbeil nccocdiag lo 
the original p]an. 



GEJLOCr AND MTNEBAUWr 

The tnineralo^ imd ^olo^ of tins mouniaiff. 
»nd or the islaijd, I could wish to sec thorau^hlv in- 
vestigated, as die)' appear to be ialereating; the few 
facts which I had it in my power to obscrrc, wen 
as follows: Tlie pinin at the foot of the monntaiB, 
particularly at the race course", is compact, blact 
lime stone, fetid, and containing org:3inized remain*: 
its strati li cation i^ regular, and its posiiion flat; 
forms one of the most common building s- 
Montreal. This rock secma to prevail half way i 
the mountain, and Js followed, by what appeared^ 
me, a hard, probably a siliceous slale, intersected T 
veins of trap. Higher up Etill, and on the norih-c 
ern end particularly, is a rock, inclined at ati angle] 
i&'^i which seemed to be a decomposed hme stoi 
of a light grey colour, and friabk- trKtiire, at lei 
k was exposed to the weather, 
very summit of the mountain, is a hen 
rock, highly crystalline in its structure, 
intaining distinct crystals of hoth honiblende < 
lUgite. It is a striking example of the parasylief 
■x of the bornbleode and ir^i^ nirl><- 
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ing no regular order of succession, but occasionally 
forming caps and ridges, on all sorts of rocks and 
mountains. 

There is found also on the island, within a short 
distance of the town, a lime stone, of a smoke grey, 
highly crystalline in its structure, nearly, or quite ^s 
much so as the decidedly primitive marbles ; when 
broken, it presents numerous and brilliant crystalline 
plates, and this is, in fact, almost exclusively its 
structure. 

Still, it contains numerous shells, and other or- 
ganized remains, of which the impressions and 
forms are very distinct. Shells, and organized re- 
mains, in a highly crystallized lime stone ! Is it 
transition lime stone, just on the verge of becoming 
primitive ? I had no time to visit the place whence 
it comes, but, in the piles of stone, about to be used 
in* building, in the town, I observed this crystallized 
lime 'stone (and that in vast blocks, shewing the 
stratification, and evincing that it was not accidental) 
actually united into one piece, with the black com- 
pact kind, like the hone slates, of difierent colours, 
which are often exposed for sale. 

In other pieces, I saw fragments of the black 
compact kind, mixed with the crystallized ; and 
some large blocks of the latter were terminated by 
a black uneven surface, probably shewing the line 
of connexion witli the black kind.* 

* I thence infer, that they occur together, in immediate connex- 
ion, and probably the black compact kind witi be found to Ue ^i^ 
on the other. 
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I have not seen enotigh of ibe riciah^ of Moirf- 
ical, (o venture lo pronounce, confidrntl^, roncemiiiL' 
its geological classiGcation ; it wouM appear, be - 
ever, that it is partly a transition, but principal); 
secondary region. I saw no proof ibai ttny pan 
it is priroilive, and cannot but wonder at Uie opit- 
!oa entertained, as I am told, by many pemons 'i 
Montreal, that the grey crystallized lime stone i 
granite. I saw no granite on the igltuid. 



MODE OK BUILDING IN MONTREAL 

Montreal has tnucli the appearance of no Euro- 
pean town, particularly of a continental one. Tli> 
streets are narrow, except some of the new onr' 
the principel ones, are those parallel to the riT-:r 
of which those of St. Paul, which is a bustling strr ' 
of business, near the river, and Notre Dame stn:'- : 
on higher ground, and more quiet, more genirti 
and better bniJi, are the principal ; the latter str«i ' 
is thirty feet wide, and three fourths of a mile \r>c: 
A few of those which intersect tlie above streets il 
right angles, are also considerable. The town Hm 
A crowded active population, and many strangen, 
and persons from the country, augment lite act 
in its streets. 

But the circumstance wbicb assimilates it tnofli 
a roDlinental European town, is iis being buiJt of 
stone. People from the United Stales, are apt la 
wnsidor Montreal ns gloomy, and, 1 presume il. 
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arises from the fact, of its being built of stone, and 
principally in an antique fashion. The former is, 
however, in reality, a strong ground of preference 
over our cities, built of wood and brick. Stone is 
the best material of which houses can be construct- 
ed; if properly built, they are not damp in the 
least ; they exclude both heat and cold, better than 
any other houses ; they will not burn,* except in 
part, and scarcely need repair, and they are easily 
made very handsome. Indeed, no other material 
possesses sufficient dignity for expensive public ed- 
ifices ; and we were sorry, to see even a few private 
houses, in the suburbs of Montreal, built of brick, in 
the Anglo-American style. 

J was, I confess, much gratified at entering, for 
the first time, an American city, built of stone. The 
inhabitants of Montreal possess a very fine building 
stone in the grey lime stone already mentioned } it 
is as handsome, when properly dressed, as the cel- 
ebrated Portland stone of England, and it is much 
superior to it in durability. A number of the mod- 
ern houses of Montreal, and of its environs, which 
are constructed of this stone, handsomely hewn, are 
very beautiful, and would be ornaments to the city 
of London, or to Westminster itself. 

Many of the houses are constructed of rough 
-Btone, coarsely pointed, or daubed with mortar, and 
have certainly an unsightly appearance ; others, 

* An adrantagCi which they obviously possess in common with 
brick. 
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e, as well as at Quebec, and elsewbere in Cbbb- 
da, are covered with a rough cemenl, and look rude- 
ly^ } it is pei'fectly easy to make both these kinds of 
houses handsome, as n^ell as durable, as is seen in 
particutai' instances ia Canada. 

Many of the bouses, and stores, and ware-hou$e^, 
in Montreal, have iron plate doors, and window 
shutters, fortified by iron frames ; this is obviously 
a prDcaulion against fire, as well as robbery, and liie 
tin coverings On the roofs of the buildings, are lo- 
lended as a protection against the former. 

Tbe tin is put on iu au obhque direction to tlie 
cornice and ridge ; tbe nails arc covered from view, 
and from the weather, by doubling tbe tin over tbe 
heads of tbe nails, and tbe diiferent rows of tia 
sheets are made to lap in ibe manner of shingles. 
It is by no means an easy thing, to put on a tin roof, 
'io as to be made handsome and durable. 

Montreal is certainly a 6ne town of ita kind, and 
it were much to he wished that the people of the 
United Stales would imitate the Canadians, by con- 
Btnicting their bouses, wherever practicable, of 
etone. 



Tbe environs of Montreal are beautiful, but, al- 
though considerably cultivated and improved, they 
are far from being brought to the state of which 
'>ey are capable. 
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A number of handsome villas now make their 
appearance around the town, and there are numer- 
ous scites, still unoccupied, which will probably 
be hereafter crowned with elegant seats. Few 
places in the world, possess more capabilities of 
this kind than Quebec and Montreal ; if the latter is 
less bold than the former, in its scenery, it possess- 
es much richness, and delicate beauty, which need 
nothing but wealth and taste to display them to advan- 
tage ; the former already exists in Montreal to a 
great extent, and there are also very respectable 
proofs of the existence and growtli of the latter. 

RACE COURSE AND RACING. 

Near the city of Montreal, there is a race course, 
a circuit of about two miJes. It happened that we 
were at this place at the time of the races, and in a 
ride around the environs, we came across the 
ground, at the time when the horses were about 
starting. The subject seemed to excite a good deal 
of interest in the community. In the steam boat om 
lake Champlain, Canadians, anticipating the sports 
of the ensuing week, were much occupied in discus- 
sing the merits of the different horses, and in pre- 
dicting the results. 

The same topic was the ruling one at the pub- 
lic houses, and, upon the turf, where we found 
both the gentry and the common people of Montre- 
al. The latter were on foot, and the former were 
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an horseback, or with elegant equipages, of 
'bich this city affords a few. Thcii ntiniber ap- 
krs oot to be pvoportiooed to the wealth of (he 
■e, for the obvious reason, that from the naiiire 
intry, water conveyance, is principally 
/etling. Ladies were present in consid- 
^ ksumbers, and all were inieni, while the judg- 
ntonnted the stage — the horses were led fortb, 
and the riders, iu leather breeches, silk party colour- 
ed jackets, and jockey caps, mounted, and darted 
away at the appointed signal. 

Three times ihey coursed around the appointed 
circle, and twice, at least, must a horse come oul 
ahead ofhis competitors before the prize is won. 

It was, in the present instance, obtained by i 
horse, famoui, it seems, on this j^round, for distau- 
cing all his compeers. His name is Democrat, and 
thus it has grown into a proverb that Democrat beati 
every thing in Canada. 

At Quebec ther« is also a race course, and rseei 
were held the day that we arrived. The coarse is 
oa the venerable pluos of Abraham, where we stff 
the ground, exhibiting marks of harii^ been re- 
cently trod. How different a strife from that be- 
tween contending armies ! Who would not wish 
to preserve these classical plains from such a de- 
gradation \ 
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IMPORTANCE OF MONTREAX. 

The point which connects the ocean, and of 
course Europe, and the rest of the world, with th« 
countries bordering on the vast lakes of this conti- 
nent, and upon the various rivers which empty into 
them, cannot be otherwise than important. This 
is precisely the situation of Montreal and its loca- 
tion certainly evinces great good judgment on the 
part of Jaques Cartier, who in 1635 or 36, first 
sailed thus far upon the St. Lawrence, and fixed 
upon this place as the scite for a town. It was then 
occupied by an Indian village. The city was be- 
gun in 1640, by a few houses, compactly built, and 
was originally called Ville Marie. There seems, 
however, to have been one error in locating the fu- 
ture city. It was meant to be at the head of navi- 
gation; it is literally so; and ships* can go up to 
the very city, although it is not usual to do it with 
vessels of more than an hundred and fifty tons. 
Vessels drawing fifteen feet of water, can lie at 
Market gate, high up in the city ; the general depth 
of water in the harbour is from three to four and a 
half fathoms. Unfortunately, however, the rapid 
of St. Mary, at the extreme end of the town, or 
rather, near one of its suburbs, is so powerful an ob- 
stacle, that nothing but a very strong wind will force 
a vessel through, when not impelled by any other 
power. 

* It is said even of six buDdred tons. 
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Ships are aometimeE detained here for wee 
P only two miles below where they are lo deBi 
their freight ; a canal is coatemplaierf, lo eniil 
river craft to convey freight around the rapid. 

This is the rapid where the steuin boats i 
obliged to anchor and (irocure lht> aid of oxeo. 
would appear that the town shuuhl have been \n 
at this place, or a hltle helow, and llicn the ioci 
venience would have been avoided. Bui as I 
luildings do now, i» fact, extend to this place, 
would be easy to establish a port here, and it i 
doubtless be done in lime ; it would, however, 
Jy forward the object, if a few spirited individi 
would begin, by erecting stores and wharves, ind 
would be easy to have the steam boats stop ilier 
easy I mean, as to every thing but the rival lot 
interests which are usually in such cases arnty 
against projected improvements. There are fc 
cities in the world, especially of the magnitude a 
importance of Montreal, which, situated more 
five hundred and eighty miles from the ocean, c 
still enjoy the boneGt of a direct ship comiouDtt 
tion witl) it. 
Monlreal is evidently one of the three gre 
I channels by which the trade of North .\mericH n 
principally carried on. it is obvious li 
iNew-York and New-Orleans, are the other ti 
jplacea, and it is of litLle consefjuence that ott 
tfities may engross a considerable share of trade. 
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that by canals and other internal improvements, 
smaller rills of commerce may be made to flow to- 
wards one city or another. The great natural ba- 
sins, and water courses and mountain ranges of this 
continent, will still control the course of trade, and 
direct its most gigantic currents, towards these three 
towns, one of which is already a great and noble 
city, and the two others are advancing with gi:eat 
rapidity. The sickly climate of New-Orleans, will 
somewhat retard its growth, but will not prevent it ; 
Montreal enjoys a climate extremely favourable to 
health, but it is locked up by ice four or five 
months in the year. The carriole however tri- 
umphs over the ice, and the Canadian, when he 
can no longer push or paddle his canoe, on the wa- 
ters of the St. Lawrence, gaily careers over its frost- 
bound surface, and well wrapped in woollen and in 
furs, defies the severity of winter. 

In 1815, Colonel Bouchette stated the popula- 
tion of Montreal at fifteen thousand ; no one now 
rates it, including the suburbs, at less than twenty 
thousand, and one intelligent inhabitant gave it as 
his opinion, that the population must, at present, 
equal twenty five thousand ; perhaps the middle 
number is nearest to the truth. 

Montreal has many good, respectable institutions, 
most of which are, however, French establish- 
ments, dating their origin under the French domin- 
ion, now sixty years extinct in this country. I must 
refer for an account of them as well as of those at 
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Quebec to Colonel Bouchelle's work which ougltl 
to be perused by eveiy person who wouM obuiu a 
i;ompelenl knowledge of the Cuoadas. I shall 
presently quale from him (he dimensions and ex- 
leiit of some of ihe most important public iasuiu- 
lious of Montreal. 

The colleges or seminaries of Quebec and of 
Montreal, are considered as very useful inaiiluliOD-, 
and the French is the colloquial tongue in boili 
A gentleman of New-York, who came on with uj 
in the sieam boat down Lake Champlain, broiiptti 
three boys with him — Iwo of them his own chil- 
dren, and placed them at tlie seminary in Montreil 
This institution is anid to contain two or tliree bus- 
dred members ; both here and ai Quebec, they an 
distinguished by a peculiar costume — a blue !MJf- 
lout, the seams of wliicli are all ornamented widi » 
white cord, and tliey are confined around iIib boih. 
both summer and winter, by a large sash or beli. 
doubled around the bowels, and lied in a knot, it ii 
of woollen and of many colours, and gives ibeiu 
something of a military air. In winter, this appen- 
dage must be useful, but in summer, (and ilio CV 
nadian heat is very intense) it must be oppreaBhe 
if not injurious. Among the youths whom we aw 
in the streets, in the academic uniform, were soibg 
who were almost men, and others who appeared u 
have hardly escaped from the nirserj'. The i 
als of the hoys are said to be very carefaily wi 
fti, and the expeuces lo be very iiioii«ratc 
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points in which they are certainly very worthy of 
imitation. 

I did not go into the college buildings, but their 

• exterior, which I saw, is rude, and the building is 
ancient. They have a fine garden and buildings 

• without the city, besides those that are within. 

The nunneries both here and at Quebec, are 
maintained in all their pristine dignity. We were 
too much occupied at Quebec, to see the nunneries 
even in the limited manner in which they are shewn, 
and at Montreal they are open, in a restricted sense, 
on Thursday only ; this happened, unfortunately, 
to be the only day in the week which we did not 
spend there. I went, however, into the^ Court yard 
of one of the principal nunneries, and saw one of 
the aged sisters with her veil lifted up ; she was 
busily occupied in feeding chickens. 

In the institutions called Hotel Dieu, both at 
Quebec and at Montreal, and in other hospitals, the 
nuns attend on sick and distressed persons, without 
regard to any distinctions, whether of religion or oth- 
erwise ; and their humanity, disinterestedness, and 
skilful kindness are spoken of in the highest terms of 
approbation. An opulent and highly respectable citi-' 
zen, of Montreal, formerly from Massachusetts, said 
to us, " I shall always think highly of the nuns, and 
feel very grateful to them ; for when I first came to 
Montreal, poor and friendless, and became sick, I 
committed myself to the care of the nuns in one of 
the hospitals, and there I received, for months, 
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all the kiodaess of moUiers and ofsbters, liU I <ms 
restored to iicalik." 

Perhaps we ought not to renstire with loo ini 
severity, the establishment of, here and ibere, 
iostitution, wtierc the unhappy, ilie bereaved 
even the deserted and betrayed, especially v 
they are persons distinguished by inerilorious pe- 
culiarities of character or situation, may find bI kail 
a temporary shelter from the gaze of an unfeeling 
world ; but it certainly is vrrong, to make the t\<~ 
seriton of ihe most lateresting and iotponaDt 
relations e leligioiis duty. It is hotrevor, a 
allevialion lo tind that any such persons ma 
amends to society for ibeiv dereliction of ita coi 
duties sod interests, by the gratuitous perfo 
of difficult and painful oOices of humanity. 

Montreal has a number of ^ood public buildri 
Besides the large Catholic and Gnghsh Catfaei 
snd other churches, there arc, the Court Hi 
which is ono hundred and forty four feet lone, ibe 
Jail and the Banks, and various other public build- 
ings which do honour to the town. Tho Court 
House, Jail and English Cathedral particularly 
modern, and very large and handsome buildi 
constructed of the grey limestone, hewn end laid 
with neatness and skill. 

The monument to Lord Nelson, in lh« 
market place, would grace any of ihu sqaares 
Xiondon. A figure of his lordship, crowns a 
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column* of the grey limestone, which is sustained 
by a large pedestal on the sides of which are ex- 
hibited in alto relievo, the principal achievements of 
bis lordship's life and an appropriate^pscription, 
containing his last and very memorabl?^^ public or- 
ders to the squadron before the battle of Trafalgar, 
** England expects that ev^ry man will do his 
duty." 

MrSCELLANEOUS REMARKS ON MONTREAL. 

This city is in latitude 45° 31' north, and in lon- 
gitude 73° 35' west from Greenwich.^ It covers one 
thousand and twenty acres — what was within the old 
fortifications was only one hundred acres. Its climate 
is very considerably milder than that of Quebec, and 
most persons would probably consider it as a more 
desirable residence. In regard to accommodations, it 
is so to a stranger, who will look in vain, in Quebec, 
for an establishment equal to the Mansion House. 
IJe will find indeed in Quebec a good table, but 
there are deficiencies on other topics, to which an 
American, from the United States, and still more 
perhaps an Englishman will not easily be recon- 
ciled. 

The following factsf as to the extent of some of 
the public establishments of Montreal, may be of 

*I have not heard Us height mentioned, bat should imagine it 
may be forty feet 

t Bouchctte. 
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Th«:aB Diea, ibimdeclln 1641, jM'Am 
drad oi^roiily-fiMir feet io fitont, hj Saat 
ud rixtf -dgfat deep ; it is. attiBiided I17 
ouhSy who administer to tfe n^ and 
Hboth sexes. 

The Convent of La Congregation de Notrft 
forms a range of buildings, two liundred and A^S^ 
four feet in front, by four h&dred and tUrtf* 
the object of this institotion is female insnmedMP 

The general hospital or e<Mivent of the'^gra^ 
ters, was founded in ItSO : it occujHea '1 
along the little river, St. Pierre, of six hundred i 
seventy-eight feet, and is a refuge for the infirm 
poor and invalids. 

The Cathedral of Notre Dame, is one hundred 
and forty-four feet by ninety-four ; this church we 
thought, in some respects, more splendid in die ia* 
terior, but less grand, than that at Quebec. It coo- 
tains, among other things, a gigantic wooden imag^ 
of the Saviour on the cross. The Cathedral standi 
completely in the street of Notre Dame, across die 
place d'armes, and entirely obstructs the view up 
and down the street. This church is on the out- 
side rude and unsightly. 

Tho English Cathedral is the finest building in 
'Montreal — its tower, which is unfinished, is still io 
progress 5 this cburch is very large, but I did not 
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learn its dimensioDS. Those whom we saw attend^ 
iDg worship in it, were persons of very genteel ap- 
pearance, including many military men, but the 
church would have held ten times as pf^ as were 
present. ^|P 

The seminary of St Sulpice, occupies three 
sides' of a square and is one hundred and thirty-two 
feet by ninety, with spacious gardens. It was foun- 
ded about 1657. 

The new College or Petit Seminaire, is in the 
RecoUet suburbs ; it is two hundred and ten feet by 
forty-five, with a wing at each end of one hundred 
and eighty-six feet by forty-five ; it is an appendage 
of the other seminary, and designed to extend its 
usefulness, by enlarging its accommodations. 

There is near the mountain of Montreal, another 
appendage of the seminary. It appears to be about 
■ a mile from the town — it is a considerable stone 
building surrounded by a massy wall, which enclo- 
ses extensive gardens, &lc. This place was former- 
ly called Clateau des Seigneurs de Montreal, but 
DOW it has the appellation of La Maison des Pretres. 
It is a place of recreation, resorted to, once a week, 
by both the superiors and pupils of the Seminary. 

There is no English College in Canada, but a 
foundation for one has been laid by a gentlemtn,^ 
who died in 1614, and bequeathed ten thousand 
pounds, besides a handsome real estate at the 
mountam near Montreal, " for the purpose of eil- 

, * Hon. James M'Gill. 



S BCTW'EE.I BkRIFORO AND HVUBLC. 

dowing an English College ; but upoo condmon 
that Euch an ittstitulion should be erected wtihis 
ten years, otherwise the g>ropony was to rereit 
to his l^A I have not beard that the pUn Ins 

ever boH^rried Inlu execution. 
\ I know nothing that has cxrited my snrprite 

' ■-' iTG in Canada, tlian the number, extent and vui- 

t r of the French institutions, many of ihcm inttin- 

^ally of the highest importance, and all of iheia 
(scoording to tiieir views) possessing that character. 
They are the more extraordinary when we con- 
sider that most of them are more than a ccniun 
Fk old, and that at the time of their foundatioD iht 
:<'■ Colony W3S feeble, and almost constantly tMig^ed 
* in war. It would seem from these facts, as if the 
French tnusi have contemplated ilie estahJistimeai 
of a'permanent and eventually of n greal empire in 
America, and this is the more probable as most of 
tliese institutions were founded during the ambitious, 
splendid and enterprising reign of Louis XJV. 

.\ORTH WEST C0MP1>Y, 

We have heard in the United Stares, much of ilw 
contests of I^ord Selkirk,* with the North West 
Company, Fortunately the Americniis of the 
States are not involved in ihc quarrel, but it is 
solely an affair of Briton tvith Briton. 
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We were honoured with an introduction to Mr. 
Mc'Gillivray, who since the death of Mr.Mc'Tavish, 
is the principal member of the North West Compa- 
ny. This gentleman, with plain ud|^ming but 
courteous manners, and much g^^^|Hp^^^ ^^^' 
worth, is highly esteemed in CanadarV * 

His villa, situated on one of the declivities of the 
mountain, about one mile and an half from the town 
— commanding a very rich and extensive prospect, 
is one of the most desirable residences, thai I have 
ever seen, and appears to possess the charms of a fine 
English country seat, with a splendor and extent of 
prospect, of which, (in an equal degree,) England 
can rarely boast. 

Lord Selkirk, it appears, claims, under the old 
Hudson's Bay Company, a territorial right and ju- 
risdiction, over from one miUion to one million five 
hundred thousand acres of country, includin||ine 
most important posts of the North West Company. 

This company, it seems, claims no territorial 
rights, except so far as to establish posts and depots, 
necessary to the carrying on of the trade in furs, 
which are their great object, and they entirely deny 
the right of L^d Selkirk, to assume, or of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, to grant a territorial jurisdic- 
tion. The interfering views and arrangements of 
the two parties, it is well known, have already pro- 
duced several severe conflicts, in which a good 
many lives have been lost. Mr. Mc'Gillivray in- 
formed us, that the thing, much to his satisfaction, 
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had at last got before pailiaincnt, and he hopea 
would now be arranged as it ousht to be. 

We were informed that the quaniiiy of furs fur- 
nished byjla|Indians, to the North West Company, 
is diminisppnne half, but Mr. Mc'Gillivray thouzlit 
this ratheJ'fbltunate than otherwise, because the im- 
poverishment of Europe,- by its Ions continued 
course of wars, had so diminished the demand, thai 
even now, it was fully supplied, and the only e!- 
fcct of throwing more furs into the market, would i'* 
to diminish tho demand, and of course the uiicc. 



The nnlive nations of this conilneni, ii i:? uut. 
were ferocious and cr:;..-!,:;:!*.! In tiii-('hi;rar:'T. I li.iv« 
more than once, in the pic^re^s ^:'th">p rcnaiks Im -. 
occasion to stigmatize thuni. Vi-* ii i- ni\ iiiici-M- 
in^, and at the same time a inv-j:^:-iio]y o"«'ij!i!ii' i;. 
to ren]embi.'r, that scarcely twj i\'.::.:v. ^ 1;^. 
clap^(?d, since this continent Was occupi'.MJ l.\ ]:-• :i-..i- 
ri;£inal inhaiiitaiits ; heroic, lofty, Uiv as xin^ ui-i 1-. 
and ignorant of any foreip^n nia-ter-. S'i\\\ •!..- 
sword, cind that still ti;reatrr dostrover.\vl:if. ii .Ji iii. ■: 
ronra,in cannot resist, have ahn^'^-^t c\* jini'h.iic'i 
tlle.^C' or.x'^o powerlul tri!)cs. Their i.:!:<!s, ii i- :«..■. 
have f.'v'eii i\\ rn<iny iiisi/riiCvS .><>///. i.) \\ r w] "w - ; 
solii ■ for \Vi».»t con: iiicr'Jtion I — acn^; !'.>.• If!:'. .■ -1 
ji« .Mknivt.^i — j>i".)viiK-es Pn* Mankr'ls, i::i\\ i-iiiji?! .- i ^v 
I'owiler, ball and ntiu. Have tlicy retired lie:'.:-,: 
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the wave of European population, and do they now 
exist in remoter and more happy regions, where 
trader never came, nor white man tro^^No ! those 
who once occupied the countries w^^Bhe whiter 
now inhabit, are annihilated ; the bl^H^kath has 
withered their heroic thousands ; ^|^ations they 
have sunk forever into the grave, and their du0:. is 
mingled with the fields which we cultivate. wj^ 

In our older settlements, especially in the Atlantic 
cities, they are now almost as rarely seen, as a white 
man in Tombuctoo, and the few who remain, are 
miserable, blighted remnants of their ancestors, par- 
alysed and consumed by strong drink, squalid in 
poverty and filth, and sunk by oppression and con- 
tempt. 

Are there any tribes that retain their former ele* 
vation ? A few of them remam in the forests of the 
west and of the north, and some of them find their 
w^ay to the cities of Canada. In the streets of 
Montreal, we saw numbers of these people who had 
come down from the north west, and their appear- 
ance (although even they cannot refrain from intoxi- 
cation) is such, that one who had never seen any 
but the miserable beings who stagger about our At- 
lantic towns, would hardly conceive that they be- 
longed to the same race. Most of them, (females 
as well as males,) ^^ dressed in blue cloth panta- 
loons, with a blue robe or blanket, thrown graceful- 
ly over the shoulders, and belted with a scarlet or 
party coloured girdle, around the waist. They 
wear hats with lace and featbeis, ^wd^V^v^ ^ ^>x^^- 



tior port, as if still conscious of some ekvation 

cbvacler. Biit these i])-fated nattoos will berooif 

' exiinct i^tfastandiDs the efforts of b«»eTo)eat 

'nAiy: ^keriaily a= inanit'esteil by the esta^ 

^ftd in the foulb-nestern parts of llw 

^Bto christianize and ci^-ilize tbenj; 

^reckonin^; rests on the heads of ibM 

fd comniuniiies in America, for their c 

.inent of (he American Ahorif^nes, and of 

pot less injoied A^icios. , : > . 



■ "■ - tLbcaiaiMmi'tcit.''-^ *-'--. 

■ ■ ■;,,.._ .. • -«i;- ,• a ■:-, _:--^;i'rM>.(^,f..'*'«fi*ltt' 

W^^ ^ Jew jytai^ MPHifciaftAttlMirtaK 
made in Caaada, to encoorage its agrieohore.'— 

ColoDel Ogiivy, one of the British Commissioners, 
respecting the boundaries,* was among the first to 
encourage agriculture. The late Goremors Sher> 
brook and Richmotid, are also meDtiOned whb 
great respect, as distioguisbed patrons of the sinM 
important interests. 

A society is now organised in Montreal, for the 
same purpose, and at their iastaoce, a ploughing 
match was set on foot; it occurred the day aftw s. 
our return from Quebec, and I rode out to Eeev4t. 

Twelve pairs of horses, geared after the English- 
manner, dragged as many ploi^l^i ^scli moving inV 
r its appoinled portion of a large smooth meadov^ 

' Tlie new* of uliose unfurlun^ip destb, irbile tngmti in the 
diacfwrge of the duliei oC that timl, mcbed MantT*^ while w* 
Jtre IlierpjOnJ created a strong «B«\\oinAtf"* 
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Some of the ploughs were made entirely of iron, 
and had a very light and neat appearance. The 
ploughing was very well performed^Je furrows 
were almost mathematically strait, ai^^^wrf was 
handsomely laid over. I was inforj^^P^p there 
were three premiums, the highest f<mPiollars^ 
that they were granted both to excellence and s] 
combined. 

AGRICULTURAL DINNER. 

A great dinner was provided at the Mansion 
House where we lodged, and the friends of agricul- 
ture assembled, to partake of its fruits. Dining in 
support of ones country, and of its important inter- 
ests, is a method of evincing patriotism, so general- 
ly approved, that it rarely wants adherents. Nearly 
forty gentlemen were assembled on the present oc- 
casion, and among them were some of the princi- 
pal people for wealth and influence. 

The dinner hour in Quebec and Montreal is five 
o'clock, but as it is always five till it is six, the time of 
sitting down is usually delayed to near the latter hour, 
and dinner is actually served, for the most part, be- 
tween six and seven o'clock. By invitation, we at- 
tended, and in the present instance, sat down at seven 
o'clock ; the dinner, however, with all its appen- 
dages, was not over till the next day ; viz. till be- >' 
tween twelve and one o'clock in the morning. I 
need hardly say, that we did not sit it out; we 
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I etayed however long enough, lo sec the |)Mvbui 
lies of a great dinner, ia Montreal. 

The lafall^Kcre laid in a room nf Gltj fed ) 
lengih^^^^K marched into it, to the mu^ic of^ 
—piping iind drumniing, the I 
feed the plough." • 
B transparcnry, occupying the epace front 
ITeiling of a lofty room, nearly to the ftoor, i 
Tibiied, behind thp chair of the President, a view I 
Montreal and of its beaiitiftii mounliiin. 

The table was spread and decorated id a vn 
handsome manner, and all the meats, poultiy, < 
foivl, and vegetables, whidi are ia seaxoo In I 
United States, ai this lime, were laid hetan tt>,| 
Ilic greatest perfection, both in ihe Bniclea tbeq 
selves and In the cooker}-. The desert was etjui 
ly handsome, and of the same kind as is 
the United States. Who, however, that is uiiK* 
qiiainted with Canada, wonid expect lo i 
finest caulelopes, and the mo«i delicious grapes, I 
produce of the country, and that in (he middle ^ 
October f The grapes are raised in ihe open a 
but in winter the vines are not only fcovi 
with straw, as with us, bnt with clay more ttiinj 
foot thick, and, in ihe summer, a grent proponi 
' of the leaves, except near (he cluster, b lalcen 
{ and the vines are prevented from running, bj twid 
UQ^ [hem. Peaches from the Genesoe country, w 
Vn Ihe table, buttliey were not particularly good; 
jilcj. boW^ver, canielope?, and prapes of the faiA 
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kind, and in the greatest profusion, have been 
cDDstantly before us in Canada, and liave formed a 
part of almost every desert, eveo io^^^public 
houses and in the steam boats. " ^^^^^sual 
garden fruits, as gooseberries, cli 
raspberries, peaches, apricots a 
duced in plenty, and it may be asscricfl'tL'uly ii 
much perfection as in many souiliern chmates,^ 
even in greater." It is said that the orchards pro- 
duce apples not surpassed in any country. 

The agricuhural productions of the country are 
very fine; in no respect inferior to those of the 
United States, and they are evidently raised, in 
Lower Canada, in greater profusion, and with great- 
er ease, than with us. The market in Montreal, is 
excellent-7-it contains, according to the season, all 
kinds of meats, with abundance of fowl, game, fish, 
and vegetables, in fine order. 

The fine champaign country, which occupies so 
large a part of Lower Canada, is exceedingly fer- 
tile, and, although we are accustomed to consider 
llie climate as very severe, it is evidently very 
healthy ; with the contrivances which exist here, 
for producing and preserving heat, and for excluding 
cold, the climate is, by all accounts, very comforta- 
ble ; and it does not appear, that it prevents the in- 
habitants from enjoying nearly every production of 
the eartli, which is known in the Stales bordering 
on Canada. Their potatoes and cauhflonBrs, are 
particularly good, and arc raised with greatwse- 
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■ The only article wliicli we liaie found gfltierally 

bad, ir s country, has been bread. The best 

vhj 1^ seen, hu been only tdenbb, wti' 

^weea eo sour, daA eol«ured, n 

^■bome time to reconc^ iislMki 

^Hwene, beyond meaa 

^Kof this srticlef eBpetmllj n il 

, .u .England, and in the* cities of 

_ii^, and as so many of the Caaadiaas 

ly acquainted widi both countties. 

This public dinner was conducted wiih great'dsr 
coniDi and cirility. 

After dinner, toasts were dnmk, witb musicj. 
great personages of the empire, and of tbe " 
American colonies, were, of course, toasted, andrt* 
rious semiments were given in honour of agricultute. 
Most of them were drunk* standing, and with 
cheers, tlnee, six or nine, according to llie inteosii; 
of feeling, or the dignity of the personages, or poi^ 
tilarity of tbe sentiment. 

'There WB9 one circnmatance la Ihiidiuaer, which I have Ml I 
elsewhere noliced. When llie louts were lo be cheered, Ihi J 
Vice-President, sftor rishig, (and Ihe eompnnf with liim,) ciM I 
out, very loud, and will) very ditlincl arliculaluio, and ttnM( cof " 
phsMi, andapauM belif een Ihe wsrdi— bip! hiji! bipl l«r 

again! — —hurra; hip I hip! biirra I bum! hurra! tic.— At 

CDiDpeny repeating only the hurra, to which the olberwordi^ 

pearedtobtocly awBlcb word,thatittl mighijoia in the hvm 

■tonce. Since this dinner, I am told by au EDglJahman, ibatthia' 

*<«» I not uncommon al >el furmal partie* id Eaglaiid, bat 

Jofitnhilelbere. 
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The Canadians appear veryloya 
be a day in iheir country, wilhnut pe J 
language and manners of the peopl*^ 
under a royal government. 

The mansion house, (originally buili by Sir Jol 
Johnson,* son of Sir William Johnson, whose name* 
was so famous in the colonies, during the French 
wars,) is the finest establishment of the kind in Can- 
nda, and would be considered as a fine one in Eng- 
land. The house, (as I remarked when here before,) 
is very large, with two wings, lately added, almost 
as extensive as tlie house itself, and contains ample 
accommodations for public or private parties, for 
lialls and assem'blies, for individuals or families, and 
is delightfully situated, with its front upon the im- 
nediate bank of the St. Lawrence, where the river, 
and every thing ujjon it, and much of the surround- 
iog country, is fn full view. 
■ ■ . -i' 

\i^.' • : HISTORV, kc. 

ralfter'ttie'fall of Quebec, in September, 1759, 
KtJ^real h&fatiK the rendezvous of the remaining 
ToFOes of" Ihe French, and the Marquis Vaudreuille 

Oovernoi'-Gpneral of Canada, during the ensuing 
sm;}mt;r of 1 760, made every effort possible, to save 



■ \1 hif'a Hill living in MonlrcBl, nUlioi 
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the {jountry. But, it was all in vain. The t<xrt 
leral Araheist commaQded, was tola^ 
ll that the French General could mni- 
kaot, however, till September, tliatth« 
■anada was fully accompiished. On 
1 montli, General Amhersi, wiili at 
lan ten thousand men, landed at Li 
initte, on ihc island ofMonlreal, having prosecuted 
his enterprise, under very great hardships and diffi- 
cullies, through the wilderness, frond Scheoeciadf 
to Oswego, and down Lake Ontario, and ilic npMj 
of the St. Lawrence ; on the same dny, Genenl 
Murray arrived with his army, from Qiielivr, tod 
the day after, General Havilaod, with another k- 
my from Lake Champlain, appeared at L,onp>ci 
Thus, by a singular concurrence, {devoutly regard- 
ed at the time, by the good people of (he Englisli 
colonies, as peculiarly the result of the favouriii( 
providence of God,) three powerful armies, aioouul- 
ing to more than twenty thousand men, arrived, il- 
most at the same hour, from regions widely remoit, 
and after encountering peculiar, and ^tcat difficul- 
ties. ' * J 
Nothing remained for the Marquis de Vaudreoill*, 
surrounded, as he was, by an overwhelming force, 
but to capitulate. Accordingly, on the eighth, lie 
surrendered his army prisoners of war, find with 
them, the whole of Canada and its dependenci«> 
The most honourable terms were granted lo him, 
consequence of the signal gallantry, talent, persr 
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ranee, and patriotism, which he had displayed. 
Fbus, in littJe more than a century and an half 
m its first settlement, in the sixib yiw.iif the 
r, after six* general battles, this vast^intry was 
mpletely conquered by the conjoined arnaies of 
eat-Britain and her colonies. '~f 
Montreal was taken by General Monlgoiaery, on 
s thirteenth of November, 1776, but witlioul op* 
silion, except that alittle before. Governor Carle- 
1 bad been defeated at Longiietl, by Colonel 
ajuer, an event, which prepared the way for the 
wnfall of St. Johns, and of Montreal itself. 
This city has been, more ^r less, concerned in all 
] wars of this country, since its foundation ; but, I 
I not informed that any very memorable battle has 
en fought in its vicinity. It was never very strong- 
forti^d, and, at present, there is not even the ap- 
arance of fortiScatlons ; the old walls and forts hav- 
; been levelled, and even the Citadel-Hill, an artiS- 
d mound, of commanding elevation, which, with 
St labour, the French had erected in the midst of the 
y, they are now in the act of removing, to make 
om for a reservoir of water. As at Quebec, I ob- 
rved great piles of heavy cannon, but, probably 
;y have reference principally to naval prepara- 
>ns. 

Those of Lake George, TJcondero^, Niagara, Mo d( mare lie i, 
abec, and SUIery. 
Trumbull's History of Connecliml. 
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There is a smaJl body of troops here at prejaii. 

and I an opportunity of seeing some of them 

pa' tjio beautiful ground, called ihe Cbainpi 

^here are extensive stone barracks w 

BVfence, at llie lower end of the city ; thlf 

9ied by the British troops, but, I presuom 

eted by the French, as they are in then 

e Di architecture. 



LA CACTIO.N TO STRANGERS IN CANADA 

Soon after arriving on the St. Lawrence, 
every stranger finds his stomach and bowel* dei 
ed, and a diarrhoea, more or less severe, succm4l 
The fact is admiited on all hands ; and somelimO 
the complaint becomes very serious, and is said, 
ill a few cases, (very peculiar ones, 1 jite^uiM} 
to have become dangerous, and even fatal, li ■ 
imputed to the lime, supposed to be dissolved br 
the St. Lawrence, whose waters are generally asei 
for culinary purposes. I have never heard tbatU} 
chemical examination of the waters has been p«- 
formed, but it is evident that it contains someUibg 
foreign, because it curdles soap. It is said that bat- 
ing makes it harmless. The same thing is asserK^ 
of the waters of Holland, which produce similar e^ 
fects upon strangers. I have experienced it bolti 

Holland, and in Canada ; and Mr. W wi 

in the latter country, more severely affecled tla» 
myself. 
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Strangers from the United States, coming here 
should be very cautious of their diet, especially as 
the hours are so different from those that prevail in 
most of the states, and as they are even much hiter 
than those of our cities. The late dinner^, and the 
conviviality of Canada, subject a stranger, (especially 
from the eastern States,) to be eating meats, and 
drinking wine, when he usually drinks tea, and his 
stomach has been, perhaps, before enfeebled by 
fasting, and is then enfeebled again by repletion. 
The sour bread also appears to have its share in 
producing a derangement of the stomach. 

PECULIAR MODE OF EXTR\CT1NG TEETH. 

Severe suffering from my teeth, while in Mont- 
real, obUged me to resort to the usual painful rem- 
edy. It was rendered, however, in the present in- 
stance, much less distressing than common, by a 
mode of extraction, which I have never seen prac- 
tised elsewhere. 

A pair of strong hawks-bill forceps, bent at the 
mouth, gently downward, and then inward, and ter- 
minating in delicate teeth, is applied to the tooth to 
be drawn ; no cutting .of the gum is practised, nor 
any preparation, except simply to place a small 
piece of wood, (pine is commonly used,) between 
the forceps and the jaw, and close to the tooth ; 
this stick is the prop — the tooth is the weight 
to be lifted, and the hand applies the power just 
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at the end of the lever, that u, it the olber «iid 
of ilic forceps. Tlio presaure k applied dowmnrd, 
if it be the lower jaw* upward) if h be the .. vffn 
]i\ff, and tlie tooth (witboutanjr thing of that lusrUile 
crash which attends the usual mode of extnetini, 
wittiout prying agniast the jaw, and tfau enuk% 
danger of breakiii;; it, besides producii^ modi paa 
by the pressure on tbe sides of the socket,} is fiAsA- 
poi peudicul^irlj' ^oju its bed ; there is no other liih 
lenra, than to break the periosteum, and tbe eoB> 
uecting vessels and nerres, and tbe thing is efieead 
with comparatively little pain. Whan it' is desini 
simplf to cut a tooth off, in order lo plug it, it is i» 
cessary only to compress tbe inatniment, iritboC 
prying. 

It may be supposed that the pressure against tbe 
jaw, by the prop, must be painful ; on tbe coDtraiy, 
it is not felt, because the action, aud re-action are 
exactly equal, between the pressure on the jaw and 
the resistance of the tooth. Dr. Fay, from Ve^ 
mont, is tbe person who operates in this ingeniotif 
manner.* 

CATHOLIC WOHSHlP- 

This worship is fully maintained in Canada. 
It is said that the Catholics of this country eren 
lay claim to a greater degree of purity and strict- 
ness, than those of oiil France. In other Cadh 
olic countries, they go from the church to the 

' I Hm awtre, that Ibing hai been Btlampled io olber modn. 
bull believe ia none Mium^««n<l«VBK\'a«.V. 
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heatre, but it was stated to us in Montreal, that the 
ZJatholic priests do not permit their people to attend 
he theatres, and that it is very rare that a Catholic 
s seen In them in Canada. 

We visited numbers of their houses of worship,* 
md even in their villages, these houses are decorated 
jvith pictures, and considerably ornamented in their 
Snishing. We never entered one of them, with- 
3ut finding people at their devotion*. They 
pross themselves with holy water, and then, with 
much apparent seriousness, repeat their prayers 
silently, moving their lips only. As in other Catho- 
lic countries, the people here are said to be very ig- 
norant of the scriptures, but, of this 1 can say noth-« 
ing from personal knowledge. 

The Catholic cathedrals at Montreal and Que- 
bec, are splendidly ornamented with a profusion of 
pictures, images, and gilding, and the dresses worn 
by the Ecclesiastics and attendants in the cathedral 
in Montreal, are very showy and costly, being com- 
posed of silk, curiously embroidered, and flowered 
with many colours, and with gold. There was 
worship at this cathedral, before the hour of the 
Protestant service, and we were present a part of 
the time. The building is very large, but it was 
crowded to overflowing ; every alley and nook was 
filled, and the utmost attention and seriousness ap- 
peared in the congregation. The preacher pro- 
nounced a discourse* in French, in a very animated 

* His object was to recommend (he example of Ctim\^ \ft >Sck'6 
imitation ofh'uB audieuce. 
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and irr ssive manner, and it was con^dered as m 
eloqup"' performance, and in very good clasiicJ 
"f" His prirate character also was said to W 

Uis of all tlie population here are Catholic^ 

ery village, the crost is seen displayed in 

spiciious place ; it is coratDOoly niade ol 

and is frequently lounted by a crown of 

rns. The Catholic i ;j- of Canada, are higlllj 

spoken of by the Protestants, and, allboiigb ihew 

may be exceptions, they are said generally to ewfl 

, a salutary influence over the common people. Af 

f tides of property which have been stolen, are &»- 

. quently returned, unsolicited, to the proper om- 

ers, and that through the iniervention of the priestt. 

The Catholic Church in Caoada is opulent. Ii> 

principal source of revenue Is from the loda B 

rentes, or fines of alienation, which is a certain per 

I'enla^e on the sale of real estate. It was staled ui 

Its as being in Monireal eight per cent, on the salei 

rjf all real p.slale in the seigniory ; that is, in the 

whole island, which is thirty miles long by ten ai 

a half wide. The Catholic Church* is the seigniear 

lo this seigniory. The per ceiiiage is paid by ih« 

purchaser, and is repeqited eveiy limo the estate u 

sold. This enormous charge is not, however, fidW 

enforced ; the clergy Bi^e glad to compound for in 

* itiiuchello ilalei, Ihiittljil pn^rlj belongt to Ihe Seoiinvj 
orSl. 3ul[.i<:?, but this M, I so ppoi^aplr another name for ill br 
lunging lo llie clergy, wlio are the falbers anil itlracton at (bi 
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per cent, and it is even, in some instances, evaded 
or refused altogether, and I believe it is rarely en- 
forced by law, although it is understood that the 
right is complete. Perhaps the clergy may feel if 
delicacy in prosecuting an unpopular claim, under a 
government, which, although it protects them fully 
in their rights, and exercises towards them a perfect 
toleration, is of a different religious order. It is a 
strange fact, not only that the Catholics of Britain 
and Ireland, but even other sectaries from the es- 
tablished church, do not experience, at home, any 
thing like the toleration which is enjoyed by the 
Catholics in Canada ; rather, it would almost scern 
as if the latter were, in Canada, the established 
church still, and that the Protestant Episcopal, and 
other denominations, were the tolerated sects. The 
present Speaker of the House of Commons in Low- 
er Canada, is a Catholic. 

I have already remarked that we attended wor- 
ship in a very large Episcopal Church recently 
erected, and although the building does honour to 
Montreal, it was by no means so well filled as the 
Catholic Cathedral. 

Indeed, it is wonderful that sixty years of sub- 
jection to a foreign power have not done more to 
weaken the French establishments and institutions 
in Canada. They not only remain for the most 
part, but seem, in many instances, to have gained 
vigor, and every thing still bears a thousand times 
more the appearance of a French than of an Eng- 
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lish country. This is not more apparenl i 
thing, than in the general prevalence of 



THE FRENCH LANGLARL 

This is altogether the prevailing tongue of the 
towns, and the invariable language of the vii]u|es 
In the streets, boih in town and connlry ; in the 
steam boats ; in the markets ; and, in short, every 
where, you hardly ever hear any thing hut French. I 
AU people of business, of education, of fashion and 
influenrc, speak both languages; and we were in- 
formed, that the proceedings of all courts, and all 
pleadings and arguments in them, are carried on in 
both. The common people in ihe towns generally 
=peak both ; many of those who come to marUi 
also ; but in the villages we more generally found i 
that they spoke French only. 

It is conceded, 1 believe, that ihe French gentry 
jn Canada speak and write tlie language with purilv. 
We heard an eminent French gcnileman, at the ag- 1 
ricultural dinner, sing 'God save the King' io 
French ; but it is oflen said, that the common 
French Canadians speak only a spurious and cor- 
rupted French, having only a remote resemblance j 
to tliat of France. But there seems reason lo doulil 

the correctness of this opinion. Mr. W , who, 

in youth, learned to g^eak the French langaage m 
France, not only found no difficulty in conversiif 
with the common peOipIe — (and we hod consider*- 
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ble intercourse with them) — but he gives it as his 
opinion, that the French spoken by them is, if any 
thing, more pure than that used by the country peo- 
ple of France, and that it is as good as the EngHsh 
spoken by the common classes of society in the 
United States. In many instances, the phraseolo- 
gy of the country people was considered as remark- 
ably apposite, and even, occasionally, elegant. I 
have already quoted the opinion of Charlevoix on 
this point ; and there seems to have been, in this 
respect, very little change, since his time. 



FRENCH POPULATION— THEIR MANNERS, COSTUME, 
VILLAGES, POLITICAL SITUATION, &c. 

Colonel Bouchette states the population of Low- 
er Canada at three hundred and thirty-five thou- 
sand ; and of this number, two hundred and sev- 
enty-five thousand are French.* It i^, therefore, 
still a French country', and it is surprising, that in 
more than half a century so little impression has 
been made on their peculiar characteristics. 

In the lower province, where they are almost ex- 
clusively found, the soil is generally luxuriant ; they 
inhabit, for the most part, the rich alluvial soil by 
which the St. Lawrence, the Sorel, and other prin- 
cipal waters, are so extensively bordered. Their 
subsistence is easily obtained — ^there are scarcely 

*In 1663, it contained 7000 souls; in 1714, 20,000; in 1759, 
70,000 ; in 1775, 90,000, incladiiig Upper Canada.— iffoucfte/^e. 
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eny marks of eittreme poverty^ umong them, and 
mendicant we never saw wliile in the country.;— 
They are, however, generally %riihoul eoterprise,i 
Bnd are satisfied to go on wilhoiil change, irom geO' 
eralion to generation. There is much reason to fae- 
ieve, that they give a very just exhibition of Uw 
French people in the provinces from whitli the/ 
emigrated, us ihey wfre itvo litindrcd years aep' I 
speak of the common people. Thoy ure moT« like 
an European peasantry, than any thln^ in thisconti* 
try ; I mean in North America. They are truly i 
poasanlry, except that they are vastly superior u 
European peasantry in comforts and in privileges. 

It is questionable, whether any conquered coiui-. 
iry was ever better treated by its conquerors. They 
were left in complete possession of their religion, 
and of tlie revenues to support it ; of their property, 
laws, customs, and manners ; and even the verj* 
governing' and defending of tlie country is almost 
without expense to them. They are said to pay 
no taxes to government, and none of any descrip- 
tion, except a trifling sum of a few shillings a year 
to their seigneurs, as an acknowledgment for the 
tenure of their lands, and a twenty-sixth part of 
their grain to tlie clergy, with certain liabilities to 
contribute to the repair of churches, and various 
other public objects. 

With the atlairs of gorerninent they give tbeiS' 
selves little concern ; and it is a curious fact, if cor- 
^-aly stated to us by various intelligent men in 
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Canada, that this country, so«far from being a 
source of revenue, is an actual charge upon the 
treasury of the Empire. 

It would seem as if (he trouble and expense of 
government were taken off their hands, and as if 
they were left to enjoy their own domestic com- 
forts, without a drawback. Such is certainly the 
appearance of the population, and it is doubtful 
whether even our own favoured communities are 
politically more happy. It is evident that the Ca- 
nadians are abundantly more so, than the mass of 
the English population at home. They are not ex- 
posed, in a similar manner, to poverty and the dan- 
ger of starvation, which so often invade the English 
manufacturing districts, and which formidable evils, 
aided by their demagogues, goad them on to every 
thing but open rebellion. 

Such is the richness of the soil in Lower Cana- 
da, that the farmers are said even to be afraid of 
raising too much produce, lest the price should fall. 
They have so little occasion to manure their 
grounds, that stable manure, as we were assured, is, 
in the winter — even now, and it was much more the 
fact formerly — carried on to the river, and left in 
heaps on the ice, that they may get rid of it as a 
imisance ; and, in general, it cannot be given away 
— people will not remove it without being paid for 
their labour. Such negligence and bad farming 
are much to be regretted ; for even the Island of 
Montreal, beautiful as it rs, would certaialy.be the 
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'better for the manure which is annaslly thrown 
BWay, and I trust their new agricultural societj* trill 
soon teach the people a betler lesson on this sab- 
ject, and prevent their wailing so rich a ireaswre. 
- e costume of the French gentry in Canada, 

is nothing peculiar. The pea^ianlry frequem- 
t ly wear a blue or red woollen cap, falling back in a 
^J pendant cone, and many of them wear a red or 
^P parly-coloured woollen sash around their waists, 
^f They are very fond of tobacco, and arc frccjueniit- 
obsen'ed smoking with a short pipe while ihey are 
walking or driving their carts. We were sufficient- 
ly amused, at seeing a common Frenchman driving 
L a cart of dry straw in the streets of Montreal, while 
he was sifting immediately before it, smoUng Ins 
~ pipe quite unconcerned, although a strong wind was 
blowing the sparks directly towards the straw. A 
day or two after we met another, also smoking, and 
with the utmost tavg frotd, sitting in the midtt of 
his load of straw. 

We yisited a number of villages, and went into 
several bouses of the peasantry, besides looking in- 
to many others particularly around Quebec, the 
delightful weather causing them to throw their win- 
dows wide open. Most of the cottages are con- 
structed of logs, nicely squared, and laid up, the 
angles are framed or halved together, the seams are 
made tight by plaister, good windows and doors are 
6tted in, the roofs are generally of shingles, ilie 
whole is tight against the fl^eathcr, and neatly white- 
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washed, roof and all; at least, this is commonly the 
fact on the St. I^wrence. I have already mentioned 
that the better sort of cottages are built of stone, 
sometimes covered with cement and sometimes not. 
Inside, the houses appear very comfortable ; they 
are plaistered or wainscoated, and each mansion is 
furnished with an ample stove, usually standing in 
the middle of a large room, or in the partition of 
two, or in the common angle of several. There 
are large out houses, barns, &c. built in much the 
same manner as the houses. 

We had occasion several times to call at the 
houses of the peasantry for milk, or something else 
that we wanted. The milk was very rich, and for 
a trifle, was bountifully furnished. The manners of 
the French in Canada, are extremely courteous and 
kind ; those of the gentry are of course polished, 
but the common people, also, have a winning gen- 
tleness and suavity, and a zealous forwardness to 
serve you, which, particularly in the villages, de- 
lighted us very much. Even the common " oui 
Monsieur^^^ is uttered in a manner so different from 
the blunt coldness of our common people, who fre- 
quently also forget the Monsieur, that we were 
much struck with the difference.* 

The women, of course, excel the men, in all that 
is bland in manner and obliging in conduct ; there 
is also a lady-like self-possession about them ; they 

* We were treated with much kindness, by all classes of peo- 
ple in Canada. 
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do notappenr at all embarrassed, by (be queitiol 

of a stranger, but answer iliem witli llic ease at 

L poliieness of bigher life, ivilhout Telin<)uisliiDg tl 

I eimplicity of manners apprupriale to their own OM 

|t}Itinn. It ^voultl seem from the citaliunv whicb 

} have made from Charlevoix, that there have btfl 

a these respects, no serious changes to a centia; 

Alter our visit to the Chaudiere, being laic and i 

I haste, we asked for some milk at a peasant's doa 

1 ntlbout meaning to go in ; the milk was inataoll 

'oduccd. hut, we must not drink il at the 

*' entres Monsieur," " cnlrez Monsieur," was Icio 

Ij- repeated by the woman of the house, and « 

went in ; she seated us a.round a tahle and fnmisb 

us with a bowl of fine milk and with tunthleta 

drink it out of. 

Mr. W was much gratified to find ibai tl 

I manners ofllic peasantry of Canada, remained pi 

sely like those of France. Like the people of tl 

' parent country, they continue very fond of mtkft 

we frequently heard the violin in the streets of ti 

I and villages. At Beanport, we saw tin 

dancing merrily at a wedding, which had jwtt bii 

celebrated at noon day, and the bride and bi 

I groom were walking home, neady dressed, hand 

fliand, and with a cheerful air. 

Therc! are May poles tn most of their vill 

Kime of tbem are very high and splendidly painiei 

Ithey voluntarily ercri iheni as a mark of rejpfict b 

e the door of the man in the village, whom tbi 
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wish to honour as their best citizen, and gaily 
dance around them on the first of May. They 
are very fond of dogs — in the towns, they are, from 
their numbers, a perfect nuisance, and lately at Que- 
bec, a verdict of fifty pounds, was given by a jury, 
for the shooting of a dog by a genrieman at whom 
he flew. The death of the Duke of Richmond, 
seems not to have excited any particular dread of 
dogs. 

* * * * 4t * * 

Lower Canada is a fine country, and will hereaf- 
ter become populous and powerful, especially as 
^the British and Anglo-American population shall 
flow in more extensively, and impart more vigour 
and activity to the community. 

The climate, notwithstanding its severity, is a 
good one and very healthy, and favourable to the 
freshness and beauty of the human complexion. 
All the most important comforts of life are easily 
and abundantly obtained, although the expenses of 
living are high, considering the fertility of the 
country. ^ 

A more correct knowledge of Canada, is now 
fast diffiising itself through the American Slates, 
since the intercourse is become so easy, and I be- 
lieve few Americans from the States, now visit this 
country, without returning more favourably impress- 
•ed, respecting it than they expected to be. It will 
be happy if friendly sentiments and tlie interchange 
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of mutual courtesies shall do away the unfuunded 
impressions and prejudices of both com in unities. 
Commercial intercourse between the two coonlries, 
is also important, and I presume, mutually adraa- 
tageous, and will probably continue to increase. 
The commercial men of Canada are pnnc)[Kili}i 
British and Americans. 

DEPARTLRF. FROM C\SMi.'< 

We left Montreal on the morning of iln- four- 
leenth, in a thick snow, which however, soon cens- 
ed ; tlie crystals of snow were all single priiims, or 
two prisms, united at an angle, and not the uuui 
sUr of six rays. The first snow of the season ftli 
the day before, when I vas on ihc uioiimaiii oi 
Montreal. 

The countiy and ilm appeaiauce of the ]>eopI« 
between Montreal and St. Johns, on tho river Sor- 
el, a distance of twenty-seven miles, are so aimilu 
to what 1 have already described, that 1 Gnd linlf 
to add. 

From Montreal to Chambly), fifteen miles, is a 
perfectly flat alluvial country, with a deep rich soili 
and appears to have been a mere swamji, till cul- 
tivation had redeemed it. The road has been made 
by ditching and embankment, and considering dis 
nature of the country, tlie road Is not bad. 

Chambly is a considerably larje town, for Cana- 
da} contains a few good, and some handsome houses^ 
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extensive barracks,* both for infantry and cavalry, 
and a few troops. 

There is here an interesting remnant of the old 
French dominion. It is a square fort of stone, 
probably forty feet high, and two hundred feet on 
the ground, on each of its sides. It has square 
towers, projecting frpm each of its angles, so that 
every approach to it could be completely enfiladed 
by three tiers of cannon. We were permitted to 
visit the inside, which is a square open to tliiO 
heavens, although the walls are so thick, as to con- 
tain numerous enclosed apartments. The French 
military works, in this country are highly respecta- 
ble, considering the immaturity of the country, when 
they were erected, and the length of time that has 
elapsed since most of them were constructed. The 
fort, (or perhaps it might more properly be called 
the Castle) of Chambly has the date 1711, cut in 
the stone near the portcullis. This fortress was ' 
laken by General Montgomery, in 1775, previous 
to the surrender of the Fort at St. Johns. . 

At Chambly, the river Sorel, which, both above 
and below, is sluggish, (at least it is so, near its 
mouth and at St. John's) becomes very lively, roar- 
ing over a rocky bottom and forming a pretty, al- 
though not an impetuous rapid. In the only place 
upon its banks, where I had an opportunity to see 
any of the rocks, they were flat secondary lime- 
stone, covered by slate. 

* Erected, principally, during the late war, when it was a great 
military station. 
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From Chanibljr to St. Johns, twelve inites, ll>aq| 
is a beauliful country, along the l>ank oTibi: rim^n 
ibe po|iiiklion is a numerous one, and in suinmi*;. 
Uiis must bo one of the finest rides that a flat coun- 
try can present. 

Near Cliambly, but on llie oiher siJp of ihe mvt, 
there is a large and handsome bouse, belonging lo 
General Christie Burton, who has there an c*l«b- 
lisbment of mills. 

We arrived in tlie town of Si. John's io ibn aficr- 
We were very comfortably accommodated 
at Cameron's Ion ; but Si, John's is a place in 
which a stranger will not wish to remain long. .AJ- 
though the country ia fertile about il, i(s njiju iinni r 
is mean, dirty, and disagreeable. A few iro jp- nr- 
stationed here, but the ancient fort, which vki-. vitj 
extensive, and still looks very venerable, with it* 
high earthen walls and falling barracks, i» an taivr- 
esting ruin. It was captured in 1775 by General 
Montgomery, after a gallant defence and a conada- 
rttbly protracted sei^e, 

This place was an tmporlant post dtirln- ilir 
French wars, and even during Ihe revolmi -uarv 
war: ihosame was true of Chambly, and boiii lut* 
been taken ami retaken, although I do uot rciriciir- 
ber any very memorable eveal, that has sI.G;oaIixed 
iheir trausfer from one power lo another. 

In wanilcring about the ruins of ilie fort, I ob- 
served the cemetery of the garrison : their moou- 
kinenis me boardij painted black, and iho inscripiiua 
ru) while pamlcd\e\Wi;s. 
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October 15th, — At 8 o'clock in the morning, wc 
left St. John's in the steam boat Congress, and al- 
though encountering both an opposing wind and 
current, we swept along with great rapidity, in one 
of the swiftest and best boats that I have ever seen. 
She is not large, but is fitted up with great neat- 
ness, and every thing about her is in fine order. 

We soon passed the Isle aux Noix, which, as 
observed in the passage down, has also been cele- 
brated in the military history of these countries, and 
is now fortified and occupiisd by a considerable 
force. Troops appeared to be engaged in throw- 
ing up additional works. There are large bar- 
racks on this island, and numbers of officers reside 
here, on this low spot of only eighty-five acres, in 
what appears to be a gloomy exile. This island is 
particularly important to the naval command of 
Lake Champlain, and here the unfortunate Captain 
Downie's squadron was fitted out. 

In passing into Canada, I remarked that the coun- 
try on both sides of the river, quite to the lake, is a 
dismal low swamp, with only inconsiderable clear- 
ings and settlements. It is said, however, to be 
healthy. 

At Rouse's Point, at the confluence of the river 
Sorel with Lake Champlain, we again passed the 
strong stone work recently erected by the United 

32* 
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States to coramand the rirer, and now about to fall 
to the British govern menL 

Once more we were in our own waters, and in a 
short time passed around Cumberland Head, which 
'i<; composed of flat strata of secondary limestone. 

PLATTSBURGH BAY. 

The fine capacious Bay of Plattsburgh was now 
before us, and the pretty town of the same name. 
The important military events which have occurred 
here, are too recent and famiUar to make any very 
prirticular notice of them necessary. This is still a 
military station, and when one sees the position oc- 
r.iipicd by the British army before it in 1814, and 
00 Dtorn plains their numbers, compared with tlie fee- 
■•ifj funjo which so ccallantly opposed them, he is as- 
:<MiisljcHl that thry did not at once storm and carr) 
he forts, and annihilate all opposition. Every <jiie 
ht-re says that they misht, with tiie erciite.st ea^c, 
lijive done it.* We were on shore and visited .sonic 
of tlie works. 

We learned the exact position of Commodore 
Macdonoiigh's fleet, and passed over this jiortion oi 
the hay. W^e conversed with numhers of person? 
who wore witnesses of the action, and some of uiioi.j 
wore on hoard immediately after it was itrininatetl. 

• Ft (loiil)tlH«:s would have been nttemfted, liai! \hr flppt Imn 
virfurioiis ; but nfter Its destniclion, the a'-',u:sil:on of ♦h«* for!* 
voiilil j»»!rbaDP have been of little u^e 



TOUB BETWEEN HARTFORD AND qU£B£C. 375 

We passed close to the small island, called Crab- 
Island, to which the dead and wounded of both fleets 
were carried, and which was the common grave of 
hundreds of fdends and foes. The particular de- 
tails of the scenes of horror which attended and 
succeeded the battle — of the shocking mutilations 
of the human form, in every imaginable mode and 
degree, and of the appalling display on the beach, 
of so many bodies, dead and wounded, prepara- 
tory to their conveyance either to tlie hospital or to 
the grave, I shall, for very obvious reasons, omit. 
Even now, their bones, slightly buried on a rocky 
island, are partly exposed to view, or being occa- 
sionally turned up by the roots of the trees, blown 
down by the wind, shock the beholder ; and their 
buttons, and other parts of their clothes, (for the 
military dresses in which they were slain, were also 
their winding sheets,) are often seen above ground. 
Long may it be, e'er the waters of this now peace- 
ful lake are again crimsoned with human blood ! 

One remarkable fact I shall mention, on the au- 
thority of an American surgeon, who attended upon 
the wounded of both fleets. The Americans re- 
covered much faster than the British, where their 
injuries were similar ; healthy granulations- formed, 
and the parts united and healed morn readily. This 
was imputed to the different state of wind, in the 
victors and in tlie vanquished. 
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ANECDOTES. 

A British officer in Canada, of Iiis own accoic, 
spoke to me in tlie higho<:t terms of the American 
navy and of its officers. He mentioned Captain 
Hull particularly, with a frankness of commenda- 
tion, that was equally honourable to himsrif, and to 
the subject of his praise. He said that an officer 
of the Guerricre, who was on board of that frigate 
when she was captured by Captain Hull, narrated 
to him the circumstance, to which I am about to 
allude. 

It will be remembered, that when the two frig- 
ates descried each olhnr, Captain Hull was stand- 
ing before tlic wind, aiiH C<i])taiii Dacres ujjo:i ;•. 
unch^r easy sail ; tlifj trarl;s of tl'.c sliij"-? were iij 
linos conveririiig at a c-(;?i-icl('ral»le ancle, so that 
th(3y would, of course, no- s. When they wore wii!;- 
in lonj^ cannon shot, tjje Gnnrriere fired lier broaii- 
side, hut it was not returned by the Constitulic:;. 
The Guerrierc then wore, and gave her antagonl-i 
the other broadside ; still the fire was not returned: 
but Captain Hull, with his sliip in fighting trim, con- 
tinued to bear down upon his adversary, who, fiiT.i- 
Hig that he was thus pressed, continued, on his pr:!!. 
to wear and to fire, first one broad>ide and liien tlie 
'.'Imt : lo all this, however. Captain Ifi-ii i»:;id nc 
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attention, but pressed forward, till he was now very 
Bear. The Guerriere then put before the wind, 
and the Constitution followed on, directly astern, 
till finding that the Guerriere would outsail her, she 
spread more canvass, and then gained so fast upon 
the chase, that she was soon enabled to choose, 
wh'fether she would lie across her stern, and rake her 
decks, or come along side at very close quarters, 
and thus be again exposed to her broadsides, from 
which, as yet, she had sustained but little damage. 
It was this crisis of the affair that excited so much 
admiration among the British officers ; for Captain 
Hull, instead of tearing his adversary to pieces, with 
comparative impunity, which, by tacking and lying 
across her stern, he might {according to the opinion 
of the British naval officer,) have easily done, wav- 
ed his advantage, and did not fire till, coming upon 
the larboard quarter of the Guerriere, he shot along 
side, and thus gave his antagonist an opportunity 
to defend himself. " It was the noblest thing, (ad- 
ded the British officer with whom I was convers- 
ing,) that was ever done in a naval conflict !" 

From the authentic accounts of this action, it is 
manifest that the gallant American had it in his pow- 
er to rake his adversary, and from whatever motives 
it might have been done, he actually waved the ad- 
vantage. If we do not charge it to his magnanimi- 
ty and generosity, it must, at least, go to the ac- 
count of his bravery, and his confidence (not un- 
warranted by the result) that he was able to subdue 
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the hostile ehjp, wiilioui availing himself of ihe rf- 
venlitious advatiiagc whicb he enjoyed.* 

A gcndeman at Montreal, meationed to m, disi 
public (tinner was given at Terrebonne, a t^ 
town a liltle way below Montreal, to Co(nnioi« 
Barclay, after his signal rlefeat by Comroodof* P** 
ry on Lake Erie- Barclay, who was safOy oil ■ 
pieces by wounds, of which he was hardly nccnv- 
tA, and his remaining arm (for he had lost ibe o^ 
cr before,) being suspended in a sling, gare 
roluDleer loasl, "Commodore Perry — ibe I 
and humane enemy." Commodore Barclay 
■mcred into a detailed account of Perry's ueamwd 
of himself, and of the other wounded and prtsooert. 
who fell into his hands ; and in narrating the ■^ton, 
be bei'.ame himself so dr^ply affected, that ihp lear* 
flowed copiously down his cheeks. The audience 
won* scarcely less moved; and how could it be 
otherwise, wlien the speaker, who, hut a few weeh 
befom, had, without dismay, faced the tremendoui ' 

*I liBve taken care to BKertniB, from BnqaestionableaiilbarilfjbM 
lbs above ilalemtni of/acli is BCcante. I unctoraland, alio, fxM 
ibaaameaaihority.tbat (be (peed; fall a[ the nasU of tbc GlW^ 
Here naa tEie rfTect ol trmliimetuhip, and not an nccidenlal rmh 
of i-andom firing. The crew of (be Guerriere a|ipear lo hat* 
bten, ill lome measure, disconcerted, by tbeir previous cffbrti il 
wearing luonen, and in flrin;: so many broadsidrs, and by tha 
(tngularly eool and undaunted manner in which the ConatitnliaB 
bora down upon them. Il •> a fact Ibal lliey Rred badiy, both at 
to rftpldily and direction, and often did not even run their pMS 
•nl of their porl holei, hut tore their oivi wooden nalli wilb 
Ihiireim dlacbarju. 
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cannonade of his enemy, could not now, without 
tears of admiration and gratitude, relate his deeds 
of kindness to himself and his companions, when 
jsufiering under wounds and defeat. O ! this was a 
nobler triumph for Perry, than the victory which 
God granted to his arms ! 



Scarcely had we been gratified by the above 
anecdote, when the New-York newspapers, which, 
in our parlour at Montreal, we were cheerfully pe- 
rusing, informed us, that the brave, magnanimous, 
and gentle Perry, had fallen — ^not in battle on the 
water, but by a fever, in a foreign land. The news 
would have been sufficiently painiul at home, but 
among strangers, and those who were so recently 
our public enemies, it gave us a severe shock : we 
not only felt that it was a pubHc loss, but we nei- 
ther could realize, nor wished. to, that it was not our 
own private bereavement. Few men of his age, 
have done more to serve and honour their country 
than Perry, although we must still regret that he 
gave his sanction to dueUing. 



■je 



After a rapid sail across the lake, and seeing the 
spot where the Phoenix was burnt, and, at a greater 
distance, the rocky channel through which General 
Arnold, in 1776, escaped the pursuit of the British 
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fleet, we arrived, early in the morning, at Burling- 
ton, where the carriage was in waiting to receive us. 
Before leaving the steain-boat Congress, I will 
remark, that, under the auspices of her present 
commander, the younger Captain Sherman, who 
also coinmanJed the Phoenix when she was de- 
stroyed, vigorous measures have been adopted to 
prevent a recurrence of a similar accident, and that 
we were much pleased with his management of the 
boat. 

BURLlNGTOiN, IN VERMONT, TO HANOVER, IN NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE, 84 MILES. 

We were on the road three days, and, as it is 
not remarkably interesting, except for its wild Al- 
pine scenery, I shall give but a sketch of it. 

Burlington is one of the most beautiful villages in 
New-England. It stands on a bay, of the same 
n nne, is a port of entry, and has a population of 
probably nearly two thousand. Rising rapidly 
fom the lake, and occupying the declivity and top 
of a high hill — abounding with elegant houses — 
generally large, and painted white — having several 
handsome public buildings, and (the most conspicuous 
and commanding of them all,) a college, situated on 
the most elevate(^ ground, three hundred and thirty 
feet above the surface of the water ; the impressions 
T^hich it makes on a stranger, are very agreeable, 
and the more so, as it is scarcely fcxrty years since 
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this region was a wilderness. Its buildings are, a 
court-house, a jail, an academy, a college, two hand- 
some houses of public worship, one hundred and 
sixty dwelling-houses, and forty-three stores, offices, 
and mechanics' shops. It is the most commercial 
place on the lake.* 

The college edifice, is a brick building, one hun- 
dred and sixty feet long, from forty-five to seventy- 
five wide, and four stories high. This institution 
was founded in 1791, under the appellation of the 
University of Vermont. The building is commo- 
dious; it contains about fifty private rooms, and 
good public apartments. Thiis edifice stands in a 
most delightful situation, and from the top of it, to 
which I ascended, there is a graod* and extensive 
prospect, although, in the present Swtance, it was 
obscured by a fog. The number of students was 
stated to me, by one of the tutors, to be from thirty 
to forty. It is well known that, in the Vermont re- 
public of letters, there is a divisum imperium^ and 
that the two rival institutions of Middlebury and Bur- 
lington, have long contended for preeminence. 

It does hot become a stranger to make any other 
remark, than that, in a state of no greater population, 
the united efi()rts of all the friends of learning are not 
more than sufficient to sustain one institution, as it 
ought to be supported ; it is to be hoped therefore, 
that Vermont may, in due time, combine all her ef- 
forts, and blend her two institutions into one. 



* Worcester's Gazetteer. 
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tinaton college has a library of about right ot 
■ed volumes, and a small apparatus li 
int juat recovering from a state of partial disof^ I 
ganizatioD, produced by ibe late war, wlien, for I 
season, the building was occupied by troops of ll 
Uniled States, and Mars put the muses to flig 
TIic concession, however, it was understood, 
not compulsory, and was bandsomeiy paid lor^ ■ 
ibe genertd governmenl. The faculty, wben fufl, 
consists of a President, five professors, and two tu- 
tors. M present, there is a President,* one profes- 
■<Dr, and, 1 believe, two tutors, who conslituie the 
actual faculty of the institution. 

It is worth n journey across the green mountaint, 
wliich occupy -almos! tlic entire breadth of V«- 
mont, and from wliifli llie stale derives !h name, lo 
see ibe grand views wliitli tiioy present. 

There is, in fact, a succession of mouatains, OM, 
two, three, and fogr thousand feet high ; not bsre ud 
there a single peak, but a vast billowy ocean, EweOsd 
into innumerable pointed waves, and bold ridget, 
and scooped into deep boHbws. 

There were but few precipices of naked rock; 
most of the sides of tl^ mountains were in full for- 
est, and the varied hues of the leaves of the maph 
and oak, now beginning to receive the first influence 
of frost, were finely contrasted with the bright er- 
ergreens. 

•Jlie Bev, Dr. Auilin 
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According to the barometrical measurements of 
Captain Partridge, the Camel's Rump, twenty miles 
east by south from Burlington, is about four thou- 
sand* feet high, and many others approach this ele- 
vation. 

The day was somewhat obscured by rain, mist, 
and clouds, which, while they did not screen the 
mountains from our view, added a gloomy grandeur 
to the scene, and seemed the appropriate drapery 
of such Alpine regions. 

Most of the country is still unsubdued by the 
plough. Innumerable stumps, the remains of the 
pristine forest, deform tha fields — pines, and oth- 
er trees, girdled, dry, and blasted, by summer's 
heat, and winter's cold — scorched and blackened, 
by fire, or piled in confusion, on fields, cleared, 
half by tlie axe, and half by burning — numerous 
log houses, of a rude construction, and incompara- 
bly inferior to the snug cottages of the Canadian 
peasantry — all these, and many other objects, indi- 
cate a couQtry, in some parts at least, imperfectly 
subdued by man. '^ 

Along the Onion river, however, and its branch- 
es, we found much clear, good land ; on the sides 
of the mountains, many fields fit for pasturage, 
and, almost every where, fine cattle and sheep, 
but very little ploughed land ; every few miles also, 
we came to good houses, and a few villages, occurred 
on the journey. 

* Three tbon«anJ four hundred. — Worcester's Gazetteer. 
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At Montpelier, in n low rallev, {atty miles (rcxii 
ihe lakp, we found the legislatore of VwmonI i«t- 
rened. 

Monpelier is a small, and ratbvf neat vilbgtf, of 
about one hundred familiL's; the (owDship, in wbiefa 
it is situated, contains ot-arly two thon»tid jM^opb ; 
but this place is so secluded, that it seems as ii'ibe 
government bad sought retirement, more ihan pflb- 
licity, in fixing ilselThere. It is probable, howrvM-, 
thai it was ratlier a regard to a centra) poshioB, 
as tills place Is only ten miles from the cectre of the 
Slate. 
At a little village, vrbere we ntteuded public «or* 
■ ship, ill a very stormy day, we found a very thin 
W congregation, but, in a new bouse, of ronstdcmbli; 
size, and iiiucli oriianientod ivilliin, although, in 
what would, perhaps, be by gome, esteemed an er- 
roneous taste. It was, however, honourable to ibe 
public spirit of the vicinity. 

We were much impressed in Canada, with tbe fle- 
vout appearance of the Catholics in their rel^oua tf 
semblies, and cannot but thtok, that, in this mpe«^, 
they have tbe advantage, not oidy of most oriT the 
Protestant congregations, in which we have been 
present during our journey, but also of tbe greater 
part of those, with which we have been, elsewhere, 
oonversant, in Protestant countries. 
^^ The Canadian Catholic leenu, at least, to be de- 
^^Skut, while, in our Protestant assemblies, how often 
^nve see, if not levity, at least vactncy, Ittaguor. 

I 
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and apathy, and how few appear to be, really in ear- 
nest. If we say that the Catholic is so in appear- 
ance only, he may reply, with a force which it will 
not be easy to obviate, that there is no reason what- 
ever to infer the reality, where there is not so much 
as the external decorum of worship. 

The roads were good through our whole journey 
to Hanover, except the effects of recent rains, and 
considering the mountainous nature of the country. 

Wherever practicable, they have followed the riv- 
er courses along the alluvial bottoms, and, where 
they have wound, around the hills, it is done with 
great skrH and judgment. Very frequently, we rode 
for miles, on precipices, where the descent was, for 
a great many yards down, almost perfectly abrupt, 
and a slight deviation would have been fatal. 

When we arrived at the height of land, which was 
about sixty miles from the lake, the streams, now 
tending towards the Connecticut, indicated our 
course, and, for six or seven miles, we descended with 
great rapidity, the carriage almost constantly urging 
the horses forward, and, at last, we found lodgings 
in the beautiful valley of Chelsea, completely envi- 
roned by mountains, which, being free from wood, 
and prettily dotted, here and there, with flocks of 
sheep, reminded rae powerfully of the Derbyshire 
scenery. 

The village was very neat, with one of the best 
inns which we had seen ; we were received with the 
kindness of a Jiome, and with almost all its comfort^. 

33* 



I next day, (October ISth,) we anived tl 

ftr, in New-Hampshire, haviog crossed ihn' 

Blncticiit river, froni liie prett)' town of Norwid^ 

n 3 bridge. 



The geology of the region over which wc haA 
pasEod, is simple and grand. About seven miln 
1 enst of the lake, l!ie primitive country begins, aad 
I llie Ssed rocks, running in immense ledges, nonl^ 
. I east, and south-west, often vertical, or highly ii»- 
, dined in their position, and with a dip generall' 
\ the cast, are principally mica slaie, gneiss, clay 
r slate, and chlorite slate. Mica slate is, far, Um 
most, ahiindant. In some of these schistose rocks, 
hornblende prevails, but I observed no granite la 
place. Granite, however, is loose rolled pieces, 
Home of them weighing many Ions, prevails for the 
last forty miles ; there is enough to build several cit- 
ies ; it is very handsome, has a fine graiii, the feldspar 
is white, the quartz grey, and the mica black, and it it 
nsed along the road as a building stone ; but we can 
discern no source whence it was derived, nor could I 
learn that there were any Jiired rocks of the kind in 
this region. 

I am informed that the famous Chelmsford gran- 
ite, so much used in Boston, as a building stone, 
and which this Vermont granite strongly resembles, 
-1 found loose, like this, and that no quarry of it is 
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In Vermont, these masses of granite have every 
appearance of having been brought down from more 
elevated regions, for they are observed in deep val- 
lies, and on the banks, and in the beds of water 
courses, and on the declivities, and even high up 
on the sides of mountains. But they are rolled and 
rounded; most of them approach the globular 
form, and all have their angles and edges worn 
away. Was this done in the primitive chaotic 
ocean, which alone could afford time for such an 
agency, and may they not even have been trans- 
ported from ia distant region, and scattered over a 
coimtry to which they^r'e strangers ? 

HANOVE#. 

Oct. 18. — This handsome village, of about sixty 
houses, is an agreeable object to a traveller. It is 
built principally upon a small hollow square, which 
is a beautiful green. Most of the houses are very 
neat, and some are large and handsome. The great- 
er part are painted white, and have that lively ap- 
pearance, so common in the villages of New-Eng- 
land. 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE. 

This well known, and highly respectable and use- 
ful institution, founded in 1769, by royal charter, 
occupies one side of the square. The principal 
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building, which is of wood, is one hundred and fil 
feet by fifty, and three stories high ; it is paiab 
white. Besides ihirty-four private rooms for ( 
students, it contains all the public rooms, exec 
Those for the incdica] lectures, and the chapel. 
The latter is a small plain building, of wood, »Ian 

ng in the position of a wing to the college. 
medical lectures are given in a separate edifice, bu 

if brick, a tittle out of the sqiinre, nnd devoted < 
lirely to metlical purposes. The building is i 
large, but sufficient for a school of fifty or sixty f 
pils, who usually assemble here during ibe seas 
of the lectures, which continues twelve we*-ks, (n 
the first Wednesday of Oqpober. The buildi 
would receive more, .so far as its public rooms I 
concerned. The anatomical museum is small. 

The number of medical professors is, at preset 
three. There is the same number* in the acadei 
leal establishment, who, n-iih the president,f and ti 
tutors, constitute the faculty. The number of »l 
dents at present, is about one hundred and fifty, on 
since the termination of the recent contest, by whi< 
the old college has been con6rmed in its powers, 
appears to be flourishing more than before. Durii 
that contest, and while the buildings were in posse 
sion of the other party, it Js said that ihey were coi 

«ctly iofornied, gn« oilier proCctwnliip ■■ at pn 

I August, tfl20, — Tills inilllution liu recently been dcprireil, 

l^eatU, ofitseacelleni bead, Presideol Brown 




TOUR BETWEEN HARTFORD AND QUEBEC. 389 

siderably injured ; they are not now in the best 
state of repair^ although it was stated that one thou- 
sand dollars had been expended upon them, since 
their restoration to their present possessors. 

The library contains about four thousand vol- 
umes. The apparatus of this institution is not the 
most extensive, but is competent to the most impor- 
tant purposes of instruction. There are two libra- 
ries, of about two thousand volumes each, belonging 
to private societies, among the students. 

There is a separate building for commons, but, at 
present, none are maintained ; the students board 
in the village, and manF.,of them occupy apartments 
in it. I was informeorthat it is optional with them 
to have rooms in college, or out, but their rooms 
arc, in both cases, visited by the faculty, and, ow- 
ing, without doubt, to the smallness of the place, no in- 
convenience is .experienced from the fact, that a 
part of them are in town. 

RIDE DOWN CONNECTICUT RIVER. 

Oct. 19. — We passed down the New-Hampshire 
side of the river, eighteen miles, and then crossed 
into Vermont, at the beautiful town of Windsor, 
containing two thousand seven hundred fifty-seven 
inhabitants.^ 

There was nothing particularly interesting in the 
intervening country. Windsor is built upon two 

' Worcester's Gazetteer 
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pniicipol streets, parallel to each otb«r, *nd lo 
river, niid, in the lower street, shcvrs something t 
the bustle or business; tlie upper strofil is Verjr i| 
et, and hoiii are ornameqted by very liandi 
liouses, many of them of brick, giving an air of il 
iiiiy and elegance to a small town. There are alsir 
two handsome churches, a court-house, an academy . 
and a state's prison. 

The town has a magnificent back ^und, in t 
}iigh mountain Ascutney, measuring liiree ihousa 
three hundred and iwe*y feei, above the sea, ami tl 
tliousand nine hundred^^d three, above tJie suifid 
of the river. f The fojin^^^e mountain is bai 
some, and presents naked ^k^, at its siiminit. 

From Windsor, we passetFtlown the Vi'nwirit 
side of tlie river, to Charleatown, where wc again 
crossed into New-Hampshire. 

We saw, OD our ride, the pstablisbmeni of Mr. 
Jarvis, formerly a consul abroad. He itas a ten' 
extensive fai;m, and an entire village, named Wcib- 
crsGdd, is owned by him, and occupied by liia ten- 
ants. We passed the night at Charlestown. 

This is another village remarknble furbcaaq:. It 
is built upon one street, which is very wide, and 
for nearly a milt^, llie houses are planted ai dutian- 
ces, convenient both for neighbourhood and ai-eom- 
modation. 

Acconliug li) Cngiliin PRrlriil^'s meii3iii«ninil. Thii pni<T 
I h eslabllihiii; a mililnry HCkricmy il .Vorwioli, i>|>|inijiii v> 
^Hanover, and n liiri;e building it uow erpMin^furlhlarniqia 
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Here, as at Windsor, a large proportion are very 
handsome, and there is an extreme degree of neat- 
ness in the fields, gardens, and door yards. The 
verdure being still fine, notwithstanding the period 
of the year, was charmingly contrasted with the bril- 
liant white of the houses. 

From Hanover to this place, the river Connecti- 
cut flows in a narrow channel, in most places so 
confined by very high ground, and sometimes by 
mountains, that it seems to ruain the only possible 
place, and the channel appears, as if it had been cut 
by art, and laid with exqdgite skill, through an al* 
most impervious count^^^ Rarely do the precipi- 
tous banks retire, so ^arto leave any meadows, or 
flat lands upon the border, and the country appears 
not remarkably fertile. The pines still occupy a 
considerable portion of it, but most of the large 
ones are cut away ; here and there, an ancient tree^ 
still raises its head to the winds, and towers above 
its compeers. In many parts of this region, very for- 
midable fences are made by pulling up the stumps 
of the gigantic pine trees, and arranging them in a 
row, with their roots interlocked. 

GEOLOGY. . 

The geology of this district is very simple. — 
At Hanover, the rocks appear to be a variety of 
gneiss, with so large a proportion of hornblende, as 
to become almost hornblende slate ; and doubtless. 



« HABTruftD ASti ■({TEjet.v 



1 



^H Unces, the)' become di^cidcdly thst meki 

J R jtiBSof cTj'slalltzedbornbleodeittierscci the 
toe and 'I abounds in garnets rernarkabte for bowa 
ty ; their nngles are extremely well defioed — (tai^l 
suri ^hty polished, and their colour almost l^J 

fine liai of the Sjiinelle Ruhr. I h»ve seen m I 
1 garnets, from the rocks of this country. 

From Hanover, we | " Hig in ibe direction of 

the ledges of rocks, w m the lulls, boundigAfl 

I the river ; we no longer cross tfaem, ss in trareUiogH 
over the green mountaii I ii is not alvrays eai^jfl 

in driving rapidly by, or i >th (be opporuioiiy mU 
only a very hasty exaniiaatioa, to pronounce cooStfl 
dently on their nature. . 1 

This may, however, be said, without hazard, thai 
they are all primitive slaty rocks, geoersUy highly 
inclined, or vertical. 

Ijeaving Charlestown, we passed by hs rieli and 
extensive meadows, commencing just below die 
town, and extending nearly to Bellows Falls, m dis- 
tance of eight miles. They were still very verdant^ 
and rich in herds of fine cattle. 



BELLOWS FALLS. 

This place is wotth visiting, both for its bold and 
picturesque scenery, and for the interesting nature 
of its mineralogy and geology. 

On approaching Bellows Falls from the north, 
■>e traveller is first struck by the elegant appear- 
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ance of the small village of Rockingham, situated 
on the Vermont side of the river, upon ground 
pleasantly elevated. A neat church, semi-gothic, 
and several seats of gentry, who have clustered about 
these falls, are finely contrasted with the wildness 
and rudeness of the surrounding scenery. On the 
New-Hampshire side, a very high ridge of moun- 
tain rock, I presume five or six hundred feet above 
the level of the river, fofms its immediate barrier, 
there being only just room for a narrow road be- 
tween it and the Connecticut. Immediately at the 
foot of this frowning and impending mountain, is an 
elegant establishment, belonging to a gentleman, 
who seems not to feel what every observer must 
dread, that his house may be crushed by falling rocks. 

Bellows Falls are very much unlike any thing of 
the kind which we have seen on our journey. They 
are rather a grand and violent rapid than a cataract, 
properly so called, for, in no place that I saw, did 
the water fall perpendicularly for any great distance. 
The river is, at this place, very much compressed 
between ledges of rocks, and, for nearly a quarter 
of a mile, it is hurried on with vast rapidity, and tu- 
mult, and roaring. In the whole, it falls fifty feet,* 
before it becomes again placid. 

The bridge, which stands immediately over the 
falls, and at the most rapid, that is to say, at the 
narrowest place, is a handsome object. Its founda- 

* Worcester's Gasetteer. 
34 



I lion is literally a rock, for it is erecied not only iqi- 
lon the precipices which form the banks, but uiKre 
f ledges which interrupt the course of ilii 
I tiver, and rise cahnly, out of the turhuleui s'eu- 
' that surrounils them. This is siiiii to hai-c Iip<:) 
ihe earliest bridge erected over the Coiuierii'i ■ 
and the view of the falls from it, is vcrj- ini. i 
The water, which for some way above, conn 
. ing over and amoiig very lagged roclis, artiv 
[ extremely aglialed state at the bridge, under urhkll 
ihe grand pnss ; for the strenm is here ttarrowod ig 
the width of apparently twenty or thirty feett >l 
rushes through with great rapidity ; not, howcn 
in the compressed state described by the spoo^ 
phal historian of Comiecticui.* It i^ all fomn, M 
both immediately above and below the bridge, | 
sembles the moat violent hrenking of lh« nates, 
ihc ocean, when dashed upon the rocks, by a furii] 
tempest. A lilUe helow the bridge, the river, 
again hurried on, between two salient poiutH afrof 
j in a place &o narrow, that one may easily lots n 
thing to the other side : the angry surges bfl 
struggle through with vast commotion, aod nm, 
white crested waves, the very sight of nbicb nulj 
L^_ one's head ^iddy. 

^^h Bellows Falls, as a piece of scenery, are peci 
^^1 on account of a certain snugness, which murks 
^^H Entire collection of mouulains, rocks, aiid river-l 
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'a\en : ntio say) thai the mater U here m ilerje that II t 
It pierced hy a trowliar. 
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rent, and pretty houses, which are all approached 
without the slightest inconvenience, and are com- 
prised within a very small compass. On the west 
side there is % canal half a mile long, around the 
falls ; it has nine locks. 



GEOLOGY AND MINERALOGY. 

The rocks at this pass are sienite, mica slate, and 
a peculiar aggregate of mica and feldspar, very 
much resembling sienite. The strata run in the 
same direction as the great mountain ranges in the 
vicinity, only they are very low ; the torrent ap- 
pears as if it had once broken through, and very 
possibly there might, anciently, have been a lake 
above this place. 

I would strongly recommend a particular exam- 
ination of the rocks about Bellows Falls. The few 
moments which I had to spend, I occupied in in- 
specting the ledges on the Vermont side, and below 
the bridge. They appear to be sometimes over- 
flowed, for they contain numerous excavations, evi- 
dently worn by the water, agitating the pebbles and 
stones, and, as long as the freshet lasts, whirling them 
with incessant motion. Numbers of these cavities, 
both here and at the bridge, are of considerable di- 
mensions ; some are cylindrical, others are shaped 
like cauldrons, and are large enough to serve that 
purpose. 

In the rocks alluded to, there are numerous veins, 
«ome of them a foot wide or more. 7^\ve n wvs» ^x^ 
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quart!! or feldspar, or more frequenlly, ihey 
proper granite veins. In tfaem I observed vJoleli 
rose coloured mica, and ihat of a straw yellov; 
feldspar resembling ihe adularia ; garnet ; tourma- 
lin, botli tlie common bjark schorl, and the indico- 
lile, and talc. In loose rocks there was also abun- 
dance of tremolile and of sappar. There can he linlo 
doubt that a few blasts of ftunpowder would uncov- 
er fine frci^h specimens of these interesting miner- 
als. 



From Bellows Fails, we passed down to Wri^ 
pole. This is another handsome village ; some ofv 
the houses are splendid. ' 

Putney, on the Vermont siJe, presented nothing 
particularly interesting. 

We reached Branleborough at eveDuig, sod there 
passed the nighL 

In Dummerston I saw a great slate quany : ibc 
strata were vertical, and the excavatioD was like ■ 
deep cana), so that as I walked into it, the perpen- 
dicular strata formed a perfect wall on both sidei, 
and I trod on their edges. It was a fine example of 
primitive rooSng slale ; and from this place and the 
vicinity, at Bratileborougb, Sic. it is extensively 
quarried, and carried down the river. 

In speaking of the villages on Coniiecticut river, 
I often use the epithets beautiful, handsome, lac. till 
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they are in danger of becoming trite. Still I must 
repeat them with respect to the eastern* village of 
Brattleborough. ' 

This village is built principally , upon one street, 
and contains very few houses or shops that are ntft 
an ornament to the place. The street is parallel to 
the river, and passes through luxuriant meadows, 
spreading into an extensive champaign, bounded 
by the Connecticut, which here, for miles, washes 
the base of a grand mountain-barrier, that limits the 
view on the east. This view was best seen in re- 
trospect, as we rose the hill, at the south end of the 
town. Thence we saw this mountain-range, prob- 
ably here one thousandf feet high, covered with the 
richest drapery of the forest, and stretching away 
to the north, while the Connecticut, gently washed 
its foot, and the pretty village, with its white houses 
and brilliant church, rose in the midst of a rich 
meadow. 

But, the most interesting object in Brattleborough, 
is its venerable pastor, with whom, at his pleasant 
rural abode, we had the honour of an evening in-r 
terview. At the age of 75, he has recently return- 
ed from England, his native country, after a visit of 
eighteen months. He had been absent from £ng* 
land twenty-five years, and found, on returning to 
his native town, which, (except occasional visits,) 

*The other village I did not see. 

t This 18 a eonjectore merely : I know not of any meafure- 
inent. 

34* 
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' lie I -three years since, that but one prrton 

rememben him. Even the monuments of his co- 
lemporariesin the grave yard, were so moss-gronor 

< that he could not read the iDscrtptions, and those oC 
the perse who had died more recently, he did out 
know. found, however, many friends ii 

ous parui \j<' England, who remembered him widi 
affection. The coufn™- nnneared to bira gteaHf 
improved, and to exi lost decided proofs oC 

a thriving conditioD ; t hi adopted country b* 
greatly prefers, and j ' i uraed to end his daji 
in it. 

The venerable man, at once an inslnictive 
dehghtful Mektor, enlertaiued us with manyortftQ 
incidents of his tour, the relation of which 
enlivened by the most interesting remarks. 

He 13 like the aged oak, whose boughs are stiS 
adorned with leaves, and whose root is still firm ia 
the ground, although it has endured the vtcisutudes 
of many revolving summers and winters. 



October 21*^— We left Brattleborough id the 
morning, and eleven miles below, crossed the bridge 
into Nortfafield, in Massachusetts. 

NorthSeld is a neat village, on a wide street situ- 
ated ot^a liill) but the bouses are plain; the place 
bad, however, an air of comfort and smigness. 
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GEOLOGY, kc. 

In this street, a very interesting change was ob- 
served in the geology. Rocks occurred both loose 
and in place, composed of fragments ; they were of 
every size, from a foot or even several feet in diam- 
eter, down to small grains. These fragments were 
evidently the ruins of primitive rocks : — entire pie- 
ces of granite, with all its constituent parts distinct ; 
of gneiss, mica slate, chlorite slate, common slate, 
fac. were interspersed, and the cement which bound 
them together, was merely the same materials, re- 
duced to a finer state. These rocks are very in- 
structive. Coming immediately after the primitive 
country, and indeed in close connexion with it, and 
being composed of fragments of primitive rocks 
confusedly jumbled together, they appear to lay 
strong claims to a transition character. 

Passing down through Northfield into Montague, 
we came to extensive ranges of primitive rocks, 
chiefly gneiss ; but in them occurred great beds of 
granite, the first that I had seen in place on our 
whole journey. Primitive rocks continued to the 
upper lock 6( Miller's Falls : the canal here, is cut 
through a coarse conglomerate, composed of frag- 
ments of primitive rocks. 

The scenery at this plaee is handsome ; and at 
the confluence of Miller's River with the Connect- 
icut, the latter forms a grbat bow, and looks like a 
lake surrounded by high hiUs. 
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Several miles below, we came to Miller's Falls. 
The river runs nearly north-west, and is precipitated 
over the strata, which at this place cross the river, 
and form a natural dam. In the middle of the riv- 
er, the rocks rise so high that they form an island, 
and the torrent is therefore divided, as at Niagara. 
Through the whole width, which is one thousand 
two hundred ieet, there is an artificial dam of tim- 
ber, built upon the natural one. The fall thus be- 
comes thirty feet, and is very beautiful in its kind. 
It is in fact, a vast mill-dam, and is said to be a very 
good miniature of Niagara. The whole scene is t 
fine one, and was so different from either of the 
other falls that we had seen, that it was an agreea- 
ble addition. 

The object of damming these falls, is to feed with 
water, the canal which is cut around them, and to 
render the current for three miles above, less rapid. 
This canal is two miles long, and we rode along it? 
bank, to its junction with the Connecticut. 

The rocks which form the natural dam at Miller's 
Falls, are composed of fragments of primitive rocks; 
but generally these fragments are not large, rarely 
exceeding an inch or two in diameter, ^nd general- 
ly smaller than that. The strata have an inclina- 
tion of forty-five degrees, and have every mark of 
the earliest class of fragmented rocks. Are they 
not a variety of Grey wacke ? Their direction is 
nf arly north-east and south-west. 
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We crossed the Connecticut again, at the j^lacie 
where, by completing its great bend, it returns to its 
usual direction of north and south. 

We now arrived in the town of Greenfield, and 
on ascending the hill from the river, I saw, for the 
first time, in this part of the country, trap rocks in 
place. They here constitute an extensive range, ex- 
tremely well characterized, and, (agreeably to Mr. 
Hitchcock's excellent account of the geology of this 
vicinity,*) form, very nearly^ the northern extremity 
of the great trap ranges, which commence at New- 
Haven and cross completely both the States of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut.f 
^ The fragmented rocks, which in nearly the whole 
of this range, lie beneath the trap, I here had the 
pleasure of seeing emerge from under it, at a 
high angle of inclination, and at a high elevation, on 
the side next to the village of Greenfield. 



From the hill in question, we had a fine view of 
this village, which stands principally on two inter- 
secting streets ; has a number of handsome houses, 
and, for a country town, an uncommon proportion 

* See American Journal of Science, vol. 1. 

t The same that, in sketching the scenery in the middle region 
of Connecticut; were described early in this Toiame. 



nf hn"!' 1 dings. Wdpole also has a nuniber, 

V a larger number than either. 

V. Gree staods two miles from Conaecticot 

rifrpr, on - ..igh plain, which declines gently to the 
^/K»st. It has handsome churches, a court-bouse, k 



* Just al evening, we dc r to Deerfield, a da- 

ftance of three miles, ihrougn e most luxuriant and 
beautiful counliy, thai any where seen in 

our whole Journey. 1 itry is tlie fine alki- 

vial region, inierseciecl f Deerfield river, aid 
probably formed hy it, as me alluvial couniriea on 
rivers generally appear to be. Even now, id the 
latter part of October, the grass is most vividlj 
green, thickly matted, and rich as the shag of 
velvet. The remains of the crops of com, evinced 
also great productiveness, and seemed almost to re- 
alize the fables of the golden ages. 

We were comfortably lodged m a good inn, just 
in time to visit, before dark, a very intereeting anti- 
quity in this town. 

In the early periods of the history of the New- 
England colonies, Deerfield, being for a long course 
of years, a frontier town, was very often attacked 
by the French and Indians from Canada, and its 
inhabitants were frequently slain, or carried into 
captivity. 
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To guard against these attacks, an extensive fort 
was established, including within its limits, many of 
the houses, and forming a place of retreat and of 
security for the inhabitants. 

In February, 1 704, this fort was, by the negli- 
gence of the sentinel, surprised and taken, just be- 
fore day light, and the inhabitants were aroused 
from their slumbers, by the furious attacks of cruel 
enemies, upon their defenceless dwellings. Most 
of the houses were burnt, and their wretched ten- 
ants were either dragged away into captivity, or 
slaughtered in their own habitations, or near them. 
Men, women, and children, were indiscriminately 
slain, and parents saw their little ones butchered be- 
fore their eyes. 

One house still remains, as a painful memento to 
posterity. The front door was hacked and hewn 
with hatchets, until the savages had cut a hole 
through it ; through this hole they fired into the 
house ; this door, which still bears its ancient 
wounds, and the hole, (closed only by a board, tack- 
ed on within,) remains now, as the savages left it, 
and is a most interesting monument. 

Through the windows they also fired, and one 
bullet killed the female head of the family, sitting up 
in bed, and the mark of that bullet, as well as of 
four others, is visible in the room ; in one of the 
holes in a joist, another bullet remains to this day. 
This family was all killed, oi* carried into captivity. 
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In the same atTack, the clecgytnan of ih« 
he Rev. John WilJiams, and his faraily, aharcij 
similar fate. Two of the children were killed 
the door, Mrs. WilJiams, their mother, in the in«i 
a liiile way oui of tuwn, and Mr. Willran 
and the rest of tlie family, were carried prisoners 
Canada. 

We saw, in the museuiD, in Deerfield aceden 
the pistol which he snapped at the Indians, wi 
tliey rushed into his bed room. 

Mr. Williams* lived many years after bis reio 
and I saw his grave, and that of his murdered vi 
On the latter, is a very proper inscription, whJci 
regret that I omitted to copy. 



Deerfield is a plain venerahle town, ivilh ge 
buildings, btit not many of them are u> the modt 
style ; this circumstance is, however, rather pie 
ing, than otherwise, 

Deerdeld extends about a mile on on<> street ; 
has a highly respectahle academy, the finest met 
ows in New-England, and a very inleresttng ancji 
history, upon which I have no time to enlarge. 



Oct. 22.— Wc left Deerfield on a fine nioroin 
and extended our ride tliirty-eighl niili-s, to Spj 

■ The liouvuT public winlilgi. in wble4 Air Wil!i*iu ni 
pretcit, ualiU tlindin^ia Unortield. 
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field. ^ We followed the Deerfield mountain — cross- 
ed the fatal, bloody, (or, as it is now called, muddy) 
brook, where, on the 12th o'f September, 1675, 
Captain Lathrop, with almost his whole company, 
of ninety or an hundred young men, the flower of 
that region, was cut off by the Indians, who, to the 
number of seven or eight hundred, attacked them 
by surprize, when, as is said, most of the party 
were engaged in gathering grapes. 

We rode down to the ferry at Sunderland, to ob- 
tain a good view of the Sugar Loaf Mountain, which 
is so well described by Mr. Hitchcock,* that I have 
scarcely occasion to remark, that it is composed of 
conglomerate rock, and ihat the mountain back of 
it, is trap. 

We crossed through Hatfield, over to Hadley, 
and thence into Northampton, where we dined. — 
It is hardly necessary to say any thing of these 
scenes, which are so luxuriant, and so well known^ 
that their beauty is quite proverbial. 

Hatfield and Hadley are neat and venerable pla- 
ces, and Northampton is one of the finest inland 
towns in America. 

The great bends of the river here — the bold 
scenery of Mount Holyoke, and Mount Tom, and 
the rich and grand landscape, from their summits, 
particularly from the former, nave been often de- 
scribed, and can hardly be exaggerated. 

♦ American Journal of Science. 

35 



> 




m-;' 






1^ 



i 









